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been received from 
customers of the restaurant 
that supplied the food to 
the three.

Police are questioning 
a distant uncle of Monir, 
who is the caretaker of 
the victims’ house in 
Keraniganj, as he was the 
one who had brought 
the food from a nearby 
restaurant.

The victims -- Monir 
Hossain, 48, a Saudi expat; 
his wife Nasrin Akter 
Swapna, 38, and their son 
Nayeem Hossain, 18, who 
had physical disabilities 
-- had travelled to Dhaka 
from Ramganj in Laxmipur 
on Saturday for the boy’s 
medical treatment.

The couple had two 
more younger children, 
who stayed back home in 
Laxmipur with other family 
members, said police. 
Failing to consult a doctor, 
they checked into a hotel 
in Moghbazar later that day 
and were found dead the 
following day.

According to police, the 
family members became 
ill at the hotel, hours after 
having dinner brought in 
from a nearby restaurant.

They were taken to a 
nearby hospital, where 
doctors declared them 
dead.

Talking to The Daily Star, 
Anwarul Islam, assistant 
manager of the hotel, said 
the uncle was with the three 
victims when they checked 
in and he brought food to 
them around 5:00pm.

A hotel staff member 
went to the victims’ room 
around 10:00pm for room 
service and found them 
well.

The next morning, the 
uncle arrived at the hotel 
and took the victims, one 
after the other, to a nearby 
hospital as they fell ill.

Contacted, MA Hannan, 
manager of the restaurant 
from where the food was 
brought in, said the meal 
in question was cooked at 
4:00pm on Saturday. The 

victims’ caretaker collected 
the food about an hour 
later.

“About 100 people ate 
from that same lot until 
10:00pm. If the food had 
been poisonous, others 
would have fallen sick. But 
no one else reported any 
issues,” he said.

He said police visited the 
restaurant around 4:00pm 
on Sunday and conducted 
an inspection.

“They took three staff 
members in for questioning, 
but released them around 
10:00pm,” he added.

The DC said, “We are 
talking to the uncle to 
know what happened. We 
collected CCTV camera 
footages from the hotel 
and restaurant and are 
analysing it. Many aspects 
of the incident appear 
suspicious to us, and we are 
actively investigating them.”

According to DC Masud 
Alam, Monir, who arrived 
in Bangladesh before Eid-
ul-Azha, had assets in 
Bangladesh including two 
houses in Keraniganj and 
some long-route buses on 
the Dhaka-Cox’s Bazar 
route.

“We are also investigating 
whether there was any 
enmity over his property,” 
the DC said.

Zakir Hossain, a cousin 
of Monir, said, “We want 
justice.”

BNP to consider
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“China is working on this 
matter with great interest 
and sincerity. They are 
trying to persuade the 
Myanmar government so 
that this expectation is 
fulfilled swiftly.”

Fakhrul also stressed 
China’s interest in regional 
cooperation, saying, “China 
is quite interested in us 
maintaining good relations 
with our neighbours.”

Reiterating the BNP’s 
support for the “One China” 
policy, he said, “We have 
never deviated from the 
One China policy. A trade 
centre from Taiwan was set 
up here for a few days. It 
was later removed. We have 
never moved away from this 
stance. We reiterated it.”

In the meetings, the BNP 
made its position clear 
on “pursuing balanced 
development and fostering 
closer ties with all key 
regional neighbours and 
development partners”, 
Fakhrul said.

Bangladeshi
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“It is an absolute honour 
to lead the new UK DRI 
Parkinson’s Research 
Centre in partnership with 
Parkinson’s UK,” Muqit 
said.

He said his vision was 
to build a centre fully 
integrated with people 
with Parkinson’s, which 
will become a leading 
centre for discovery science 
and translation that will 
deliver new ideas for better 
diagnosing and treating 
Parkinson’s in the future.

Years of neglect haunt
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FY2022–23, despite a 
sharp increase in reagent 
prices due to import costs 
and rising dollar rates.

Officials at the JU Medical 
Centre said the budget falls 
far short of actual needs.

“We require at least 80 
lakh takas annually for 
medicines and dressing 
equipment alone, and 75 
lakh takas more to sustain 
pathology services,” Dr 
Shamshur Rahman, JU’s 
chief medical officer, told 
The Daily Star recently.

The crisis only extends 
further. The medical centre 
currently operates with 
only nine doctors -- six 
male and three female -- 
to serve more than 12,500 
students, as well as faculty 
members and staffers. 

No new doctor has been 
recruited since 2005.

The centre currently 
has no specialist doctor, 
no medical assistant or 
physiotherapist. It has only 
six pharmacists, two aid 
nurses, and two male nurses 
working night shifts. All of 
them are frequently assigned 
to field duties, limiting their 
hospital presence.

Of the centre’s five 
ambulances, one is 
permanently reserved for 
the vice-chancellor, leaving 
four to serve thousands of 
students. There are seven 
drivers.

Only some basic 
diagnostic tools -- including 
an ultrasound machine, 
an X-ray machine, and an 
echocardiogram machine 
-- are available at the 
medical centre.

“We urgently need at 
least four specialist doctors 
and 12 medical officers. 
Additionally, we require 
at least 10 beds, six more 
nurses, eight ward boys, 
three female assistants, 
three wet cleaners, two 
more pharmacists, two 
phlebotomists, two 
pathology writers, four 
more drivers, two office 

assistants, one assistant 
storekeeper, four security 
guards, one gardener, two 
additional ambulances, 
and a mini-ambulance for 
24-hour service,” said Dr 
Shamshur Rahman.

“Medicine allocations 
must increase to provide 
proper treatment. Pathology 
services need urgent 
upgrades to improve 
diagnosis. Without more 
doctors, nurses, and support 
staff, the centre cannot 
meet rising demands. 
Infrastructure renovations 
are also overdue,” he added.

Students demanded 
immediate improvements to 
the medical centre’s services.

“We have long demanded 
better healthcare facilities 
and the renovation of the 
JU Medical Centre, but the 
authorities never listened. 
How many more students 
must suffer before action is 
taken?” said Rubel Hossain, 
a student leader.

Contacted, JU’s Pro-Vice 
Chancellor (Administration) 
Prof Dr Sohel Ahmed 
said the administration 
would assess the need for 
recruitments in different 
posts and take necessary 
steps accordingly.

He, however, opined 
that the medical centre’s 
officials have failed to 
provide adequate services 
even with the resources and 
budget currently available 
to them.

“We will form a 
committee to review the 
quality of medicines, 
diagnostic procedures, and 
treatments provided to 
students over the years,” he 
said.
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Form JS upper house based
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However, there are still 
differences among the 
parties over how the upper 
house will be constituted, 
they said.

The vote-wise PR 
method would also give 
smaller political parties, 
which may not win a 
seat in the lower house 
despite receiving sizeable 
votes across the country, 
an opportunity to have 
representation in the upper 
house, they added.

This way, the opposition 
bench can play an effective 
role against any anti-people 
or undemocratic moves 
by the treasury bench in 
parliament, the statement 
said.

At the same time, the 
eminent citizens stated 
that the powers of the 
upper house should be 
limited to avoid hampering 
the day-to-day activities of 
the executive branch.

Specifically, the PR 
upper house should not 
have veto power over any 
bill except those related to 
constitutional amendments 
and declarations of war. 
They said the PR upper 
house can be given 

authority to review various 
bills placed in the lower 
house and government 
decisions, and to serve an 
audit and watchdog role.

The eminent citizens 
strongly urged political 

parties to unanimously 
accept the idea of a PR upper 
house and include it in the 
proposed July Charter.

They noted that 
democracy in the country 
has repeatedly suffered 
due to a political culture of 
“winner-takes-all”, in which 
the ruling party rarely 
considers opposition views, 
while the opposition often 
responds with destructive 
protests that jeopardise 
national security.

The signatories include 
Irene Khan, Shahidul Alam, 
Asif Mohammad Shahan, 
Manzur Al Matin, Fahim 
Mashroor, Jyoti Rahman, 
Zia Hasan, Farah Kabir, 
Rushad Faridi, Umama 
Fatema, Ashraf Kaiser, 
Atonu Rabbani, Mahrukh 
Mohiuddin, Imran Matin, 
Mirza Hasan, Ananya 
Raihan, Zafar Sobhan, 
Shafiqur Rahman, Rezaul 
Karim Rony, and Rumi 
Ahmed.

The vote-wise PR 
method would also 

give smaller political 
parties, which may 

not win a seat in 
the lower house 

despite receiving 
sizeable votes across 

the country, an 
opportunity to have 

representation in the 
upper house.
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