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Shafiur
Rahman’s
14th death
anniv today

STAR REPORT

Today is the
14th death
anniversary
of Shafiur
Rahman,
a noted
classical
music connoisseur.

He was the founding
general secretary of
Shuddha Sangeet Proshar
Gosthi.

Shafiur dedicated
his life to the cause of
classical music. He was a
pioneer of the movement
to promote classical music
in the country after the
independence.

2 more die
of dengue,

195 admitted
to hospitals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Two more deaths were
reported from dengue in
24 hours till
yesterday morning, raising
the number of fatalities
from the mosquito-borne
disease to 38 this year.
During the period,
195 more patients were
hospitalised with the viral
fever, raising the total
infected-case to 9,065
this year, according to the
Directorate  General of
Health Services (DGHS).
Last year, dengue
claimed the lives of 575
people.

Protesters lay
siege to KMP
for 2nd day

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna
For the second consecutive day, students and locals in
Khulna laid siege to the Khulna Metropolitan Police
headquarters yesterday, demanding the resignation of
KMP commissioner over alleged unlawful release of a
controversial police officer.

The protest began around 3:30pm, with
demonstrators locking the main gate of KMP
headquarters and blocking the adjacent road,
disrupting transport movement between Khulna and
several other districts.

Protestersalleged that KMP Commissioner Zulfiquar
Ali Haider intervened to release Sub-inspector Sukanta
Kumar Das, who had been accused of involvement in
violently suppressing student demonstrations during
the July Uprising last year.

On Tuesday, BNP activists reportedly caught

SI Sukanta near the Fastern Gate area of the city,
assaulted him, and handed him over to police.

However, protesters claimed he was quietly released
later that night on the commissioner’s instruction, and
vowed not to vacate the area until the commissioner
resigned.

Sakib Reza, joint convener of the Student Against
Discrimination Movement in Khulna, said, “Our
primary demand is the arrest of SI Sukanta. We've
heard claims that he has been arrested, but there is
no concrete evidence. The KMP has not given us any
official statement. This entire incident proves the police
commissioner is complicit in authoritarian practices
and unfit to serve such a critical role.”

Contacted, KMP spokesperson Additional Deputy
Commissioner Md Ahsan Habib said, “I don’t
understand why they are protesting. SI Sukanta has

RAJNAGAR HEALTH COMPLEX

Shortage of doctors,
stall disrupt services

The Rajnagar Upazila Health Complex
in Moulvibazar has long been grappling
with severe disruption to its services
due to an acute shortage of doctors and
technical staff.

As such, hundreds of patients from
the upazila are being compelled to
seek diagnosis and treatment from
private diagnostic centres or hospitals
in the district town, often bearing high
expenses.

According to hospital sources, six
of the 10 approved posts of doctors
have been lying vacant for several
years, including the posts of junior
consultants for medicine and surgery.
The post of Resident Medical Officer
has also been vacant for the past six
months.

In an effort to keep the hospital
functional, two doctors from Panchgaon
and Tengra union health centres have
been temporarily appointed to the
health complex.

The situation is further exacerbated
by the lack of laboratory and radiology
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technician and two lab technologists
have been vacant for months.

Serving a

over 250,000,

local population of
the health complex

receives 400-500 patients daily in its
outpatient department, said Medical
Officer Dr Asim Kumar Biswas. While

prescriptions

are being provided,

patients requiring diagnostic support

or surgery

are

routinely referred

clsewhere, he added.

“I arrived at the health complex
with abdominal pain. After receiving
a prescription for several tests, I was
informed that none could be performed
at the facility. I have no choice but to
travel to Moulvibazar town to get the
tests done,” said Husna Begum, 32, of
Moshuria village.

Sujit Pashi,

45, of Mathiura Tea

Estate, echoed her.

Dr Golam Kibria, acting RMO at the
hospital, said they are trying their best
to serve the patients despite limitations.

Contacted,

Moulvibazar Civil

Surgeon Dr Mamunur Rahman said
a report has been sent to the higher
authorities regarding the hospital’'s

already been arrested.”

services. Besides, the posts of X-ray

ongoing crises.

2 killed as truck
plunges into ditch

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Two women  were
killed and at least
seven injured when
a truck carrying
a group of bede
people, veered
off the road and
plunged into a 2 '

roadside ditch in Waarpur upaala of Barlehal
yesterday afternoon.

The victims are Mosammat Tufani, 28, and
Mosammat Razia, 35, of Khoyra village in
Munshiganj district, said police.

Aminur Rahman, officer-in-charge of the
Gournadi Highway Police, said the incident
occurred around 1:45pm on the Dhaka-Barishal
highway, when a Patuakhali-bound truck from
Dhaka, carrying 20-25 members of a Bede
community, the driver lost control of the vehicle
and crashed into a ditch.

Two people died on the spot. The injured were
taken to a hospital.

IAB to hold rally
at Suhrawardy
Udyan tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Islaml Andolon Bangladesh (IAB) is set to hold a
rally at Suhrawardy Udyan tomorrow, demanding
necessary reforms, trial of perpetrators of July
killings and proportional representative system in
the national election.

Yunus Ahmad, secretary general of IAB, at a press
briefing at its headquarters in Paltan yesterday said
they hope to gather around a million people

“Vehicles have been hired from every union. At
least one million people will gather in Dhaka on
Saturday,” he added.

Speaking at the briefing, Gazi Ataur Rahman,
joint secretary general and spokesperson of the
party, said, “We have invited leaders of almost
all political parties involved in the anti-fascism
movement. They are responding positively to our
invitation.”

Supporters

FROM PAGE 3
main gate reopened
following a 40-day closure.

Speaking (o reporters,
the DSCC administrator
said the focus was firmly on
moving forward.

“We do not wish to dwell
on the past. There is a great
deal of work ahead, and we
are committed to getting it
done,” he said.

“l want to reassure city
residents that all civic services
will  continue  without
disruption. Our offices will
now remain open on both
Fridays and Saturdays. I will
be working closely with all
my colleagues.”

He outined three key
priorities for the coming
days: mosquito  control,
cleanliness, and finalising
the budget for the next
financial year.

“We are working to
enhance the effectiveness
of our services. Preparations
for the forthcoming budget
are already in progress,” he
added.

Shahjahan was
welcomed by  pro-BNP
Employees’ Union leaders
Arif ~ Chowdhury  and
Belayet  Hossain ~ Babu,
key coordinators of the
protest under the banner
“Dhakabashi”.

Arif  said they had
received instructions from
Ishraque to cooperate with
the administrator.

Although there is no
longer any official sit
in programme by ecither
Dhakabashi or the Workers’
Union, Arif said an
informal presence would be
maintained to prevent any
attempt to spread panic.

End immunity enjoyed
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to be concluded within
one year. If no verdict is
reached within that time,

the accused should be
released, it said.
UVED noted that

despite the passage of the
Torture and Custodial
Death (Prevention) Act
in 2013, not a single
conviction has been made
under the law.

“This reflects not only
institutional failure but
also  the entrenched
nature of impunity within
the security and justice
sectors,” it said. Victims
and their families, it
added, are frequently
intimidated into silence,
and attempts to file
complaints are routinely

Duplex upon 3600sq ft Land Area,
South facing, Green lawn, Armed
Ansar Security guard, Generatar,
Extra drivers room. on 300ft
Road,pink city, Beside Bashundhara
R/A #01913-112528

TUITION WANTED

15 years of expernence Maths
teacher wants to teach O-A Level
{Cambridge, Edexcel) Q/P solve,
mock test. Guarantee A.

B.Sc (Hons), M.Sc (Math), DU.
DIPAK BARMAN .
01777846252, 01712018889 4

RENT/BUY/SALE

For reliable Real Estate Services
in Gulshan, Baridhara &
Banani Areas. Contact:-

Mr. Amdad@AssetLink

Cell: 01720-635276
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blocked.
The group also
criticised Bangladesh’s

reservations on key articles
of the UN Convention
Against Torture.

UVED demanded
reforms to the National
Human Rights
Commission to make

it independent and
effective, and an end to
political influence over the
judiciary.

“Torture is not just a
crime - it is an attack on
democracy and justice,”
the group said.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services
Trust (BLAST) yesterday
urged the government
to urgently implement
legal reforms and swift

resolution of all pending
cases in order to prevent
torture and ensure justice
for victims.

In a statement issued
on the occasion of the

International ~ Day in
Support of Victims of
Torture, BLAST  also

requested the government

to ratify the Optional
Protocol to the UN
Convention against

Torture (OP-CAT), as well
as to reform the Torture
and Custodial Death
(Prevention) Act 2013,
the Code of Criminal
Procedure 1898, and other
relevant laws to ensure that
victims of torture secure
justice and accountability,
and timely and adequate
reparations.

Weakening
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legislature, nor can we
weaken it,” he added.
“There must be a complete
balance of power. And
what we refer to in legal
terms as the ‘separation of
powers’ at its core is about
establishing  harmonious
cooperation among all
organs of the state. In this
structure, no organ can
exercise undue control
over another. One cannot
interfere with the other.
Fach acts as a balancing
force, as a guardian of the
other.”

“We must strive for
checks and balances and
harmonious cooperation.
To build a cordial
relationship and ensure
safeguards, each organ
must be  empowered
accordingly,” he added.

The BNP leader said
all democratic and
constitutional institutions
must be built on strong
foundations, so they can
operate independently
within their jurisdictions,
ensuring authoritarianism
never rises again.

“We are  gradually
moving in that direction.
We've introduced reforms
to Article 70, and there is
broad consensus on that.
We've also proposed that
during the presidential
clection, MPs from both
sides cast their votes
freely through a secret
ballot, that will be another
revolution.”

“And we have proposed
a10-year limit on the prime

minister’s tenure, isn’t that
a major achievement for
us? But if we continue to
legally and constitutionally
restrict  the  executive
in every instance, it
will become weak. As a
result, the state will be
ungovernable, and the
government will not be able
to function properly.”
Addressing journalists,
he said, “Remember, do
not serve the employer,
serve your conscience.
In a country where press
freedom is 100 percent,
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PRAYER
TIMING

JUNE 27

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-05 12-30 5-00 6-54 8-17
JAMAAT 4-40 1-15 5-15 6-57 8-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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