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careful now as Covid-19 
cases are increasing  again,” 
said Dr Tahmeed Ahmed, 
executive director of icddr,b.

Health ministry 
additional secretary 
Mohammad Nora Alam 
Siddique said, “The 
ministry is committed 
to collaborating with the 
cross-sectional groups to 
improve the systems.”

Dr Tahmina Shirin, 
director of IEDCR, stressed 
the importance of evidence-
based collaboration 
to enhance pandemic 
resilience and social 
protection coverage for 
urban poor working women.

The research showed 
notable improvements 

following targeted 
interventions.

Knowledge regarding 
respiratory infection 
exposure routes increased 
by 29.59 percent overall, 
with a 36.28 percent rise 
among informal sector 
workers.

Preventive practice also 
improved by 15.95 percent 
overall, while knowledge of 
Social Safety Net Program 
registration increased 
by 16.26 percent among 
informal workers. 

The research also 
showed dietary diversity 
among working women 
increased by 11.58 percent 
overall, with formal sector 
workers seeing a 22.30 per 
cent rise. 
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coordinator specialist at 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) in 
Bangladesh, emphasised 
the importance of setting 
proper criteria to identify 
actual beneficiaries for 
anticipatory cash support.

Speaking as the chief 
guest, Sanzida Yesmin, 
deputy secretary of the 
Disaster Management 
and Relief Ministry, said 
the approval of upazila 
nirbahi officers is required 
for selecting beneficiaries 
under different social 
safety net schemes, and 
their role will be crucial in 
anticipatory relief support 
as well.

Netai Chandra 
Dey Sarker, director 
(monitoring and 
information management) 

at the Department of 
Disaster Management, 
said early warning is 
essential for the success of 
anticipatory action.

He said while 
Bangladesh has made 
progress in reducing loss 
and damage from seasonal 
floods and cyclones, more 
improvement is needed in 
addressing disasters like 
flash floods and lightning 
strikes.

Rahat Ara Sirajum 
Monir, a manager at World 
Vision Bangladesh, and 
Kazi Rabeya, a programme 
analyst at UN Women 
Bangladesh, also spoke at 
the event. 

The roundtable was 
moderated by Tanjim 
Ferdous, in-charge of NGOs 
and foreign missions at The 
Daily Star.
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FROM PAGE 3

granted bail to three 
Swechchhasebak Dal 
activists in a case filed over 
the mob attack on former 
CEC.

Dhaka’s Additional 
Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Md Sanaullah 
accepted bail petitions 
of Mohammad Hanif, 
38, member secretary of 
the Uttara West thana 
unit, Mozammel Haque 
Dhali, an activist, and 

Mohammad Kaiyum, joint 
convener of the Uttara East 
thana unit of the pro-BNP 
organisation, court sources 
said.

Yesterday, Mozammel 
and Kaiyum surrendered 
before the court and 
sought bail, he added.

On June 22, a mob 
-- consisting mostly 
of local members of 
Swechchhasebak Dal, 
according to police -- 
gathered in front of the 

former CEC’s residence and 
assaulted him. They later 
handed him over to the 
police.

A video of the assault 
went viral on social media. 

Following the incident, 
Sajib Hasan, a sub-
inspector of Uttara West 
Police Station, on Tuesday 
filed a case accusing six 
leaders and activists of the 
Swechchhasebak Dal and 
some 15 to 20 unidentified 
people.

Ishraque, Asif lock
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Later in the day, Asif 
Mahmud responded in 
a Facebook post, saying, 
“They hit my picture 
with shoes, called my 
father a ‘rice thief’ based 
on rumours, rejected 
the government’s early 
efforts to resolve the 
issue with arrogance, and 
kept Nagar Bhaban shut 
-- causing suffering to 
over one crore residents. 
Violent clashes broke out 
over its occupation, and 
I faced repeated personal 
attacks and defamation for 
decisions made collectively 
by the advisory council. 
Has anyone apologised for 
any of this?”

“But I’m the one 
expected to apologise for 
saying the movement was 
instigated by a few leaders. 
I told the truth -- he knows 
it, and he’s admitted to 
several people I know that 
he was trapped and used 
for a ‘better negotiation’.”

He added, “Despite 
everything, I never crossed 
the line of decency -- not 
once did I make personal 
attacks or speak in a 
derogatory way. I remained 
patient. But silence doesn’t 
mean these wrongs will 
go unanswered -- history 
gives everyone what they 
deserve.”

Ishraque’s supporters 

began their protest on 
May 14, demanding his 
swearing-in. From May 15 to 
June 23, DSCC employees 
locked the main gate and 
departmental offices, 
halting all civic services. 

The gate was reopened 
and limited services 
resumed on June 23 after a 
40-day closure.

IGP for urgent 
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are building partnerships, 
earning trust, and no 
longer operating from the 
tower of power,” he said.

He highlighted the 
outdated nature of the 
current police act, which 
prioritises order over 
rights, and proposed 
reforms in recruitment and 
training -- such as starting 
from the ASI level to build 
investigative capacity.

The dialogue was jointly 
organised by the Bangladesh 
Institute of International 
Strategic Studies and the 
United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime. 
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AY Masihuzzaman, who was 
appointed as amicus curiae 
in the case, informed the 
court that he had received 
the case documents just a 
day ago and required more 
time to prepare.

Following this, Aminul 
stood before the court and 
expressed his willingness to 
continue defending Hasina, 
saying, “Professionally, I am 
impartial and would defend 
my client.”

Justice Md Golam 
Mortuza Mozumder, the 
chair of the three-member 
tribunal, said, “We have 
received some adverse 
information. Do you want 
to continue?” 

Referring to the 
Facebook post, the judge 
added, “Once upon a time, 
you uttered an adverse 
comment on social media 
about the accused. So, 
concern arises whether you 
will impartially defend her.”

In response, Aminul 
argued, “The tribunal 
engaged me. I am honest 
as a lawyer with 36 years 
of experience. I need an 
opportunity to prove that.”

However, the tribunal 
chairman said, “On the point 
of morality, you should not 
stand for the accused...”

Ispahani Group’s Mirzapore Tea Garden and Zareen Tea Garden received the Green Factory Award 2025 for 
worker-friendly and eco-conscious practices. The awards were presented at a ceremony at Osmani Memorial 
Auditorium, Dhaka on June 24. Labour Adviser Brig Gen (retd) Dr M Sakhawat Hossain and Industries Adviser 
Adilur Rahman Khan handed over the awards to Ispahani Group Director Mirza Ahmed Ispahani. Among 
others, AKM Mainul Ahsan, GM of Ispahani Tea Estate; Selim Reza, deputy GM of Zareen Tea Garden; and 
Saiduzzaman, manager of Mirzapore Tea Garden were present at the event. PHOTO: COURTESY


