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36-day 
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Officials said that the event 
schedule includes planned 
gaps between programmes.

Further events are 
scheduled for July 5, July 7, 
and July 14.

The final day of the 
programme, August 5 -- 
referred to as the “36th of 
July” in the official schedule 
-- will feature the launching 
of a video titled “36 July”, 
floral tributes at July 
Martyrs’ Memorials in 36 
district centres, a meeting 
between Chief Adviser 
Muhammad Yunus and 
the families of the martyrs, 
a “Victory Procession” 
towards Manik Mia Avenue, 
an air show, a concert, a 
drone show, and screenings 
of “36 Days of July” and 
other documentaries 
related to the uprising.

‘July fighters’ to receive allowance
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additional secretary on the 
10th floor of the ministry, 
he said. 

“The July fighters are 
part of the history of 
democratic Bangladesh, 
and the people will 
remember them with 
utmost respect,” said 
Faruk-e-Azam. “I believe 
the government and the 
people will ensure the 
rightful facilities for these 
families while upholding 
the dignity of their 
sacrifice.”

He acknowledged 
that in some cases, 
communication with 
the families of certain 
martyrs has not been 
established. “But if any 
family approaches the 
department claiming 
a relative went missing 
during the uprising, we 
will sincerely consider the 
application. We’ll explore 
all avenues, including DNA 
testing from mass graves, 
to trace them,” he said.

Faruk-e-Azam said 
officially recognised “July 
fighters” will receive both 
one-time and monthly 
allowances based on 
specific categories.

He noted that those 
killed in the uprising have 
been categorised as “July 
martyrs”. Meanwhile, the 
injured have been classified 
as “July fighters” -- divided 
into categories A, B, and 
C, based on the severity of 
their injuries.

Each fighter in Category 
A will receive a monthly 

allowance of Tk 20,000; 
those in Category B will 
receive Tk 15,000; and 
those in Category C will 
receive Tk 10,000.

Among the injured, 
those who lost their sight 
or major limbs and can no 
longer live independently 
have been included in 
Category A.

The adviser said there 
are 493 individuals in this 
group. Each has already 
received Tk 2 lakh of a 
one-time Tk 5 lakh grant. 
The remaining Tk 3 lakh 
will be disbursed in July. 
They will also receive 
lifelong medical care at 
government hospitals 
and, if needed, treatment 
abroad, subject to medical 
board approval. They will 
be entitled to training and 
rehabilitation facilities. 
Seven such individuals 
have already been sent to 
Turkey, while others were 
treated in countries like 
Thailand.

Category B includes 908 
individuals with partial 
impairments (e.g., loss of 
one eye or leg) who can live 
with some assistance. Each 
will receive a Tk 15,000 
monthly allowance and 
a one-time grant of Tk 3 
lakh. Tk 1 lakh has been 
disbursed in the 2024–25 
fiscal year; the remaining 
Tk 2 lakh will be paid next 
month.

They will also receive 
training and employment 
opportunities on a priority 
basis, said the adviser.

Category C includes 

10,642 July fighters, 
who fully recovered after 
treatment. Each has 
already received Tk 1 lakh 
and will receive a Tk 10,000 
monthly allowance starting 
next month. 

All injured fighters will 
receive identity cards and 
certificates, alongside 
rehabilitation support, said 
Faruk-e-Azam.

Meanwhile, a gazette has 
recognised 834 individuals 
as “July martyrs”. 
According to the adviser, 
their families will receive 
one-time assistance of Tk 
30 lakh. Of this, Tk 10 lakh 
has already been disbursed 
via national savings 
certificates in FY 2024–25, 
and the remaining Tk 20 
lakh will be provided in FY 
2025–26 in the same way. 

They will also receive a 
monthly allowance of Tk 
20,000, while able-bodied 
family members will be 
prioritised in government 
and semi-government jobs.

Faruk-e-Azam said 
delays in disbursing 
payments to 134 martyr 
families due to inheritance 
complications will soon 
be resolved. Errors in 
the “injured fighters” list 
are also being reviewed 
through investigations.

The adviser further 
announced that the interim 
government has decided to 
observe August 5 every year 
as “July Uprising Day”.

“This day will be marked 
as a future national day 
with due significance,” he 
said.
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to defend Sheikh Hasina 
and former Gobindaganj 
Upazila Parishad 
Chairman Shakil Akanda 
Bulbul. 

Social media users 
quickly pointed out a 
Facebook post Aminul 
had made on August 5 last 
year, shortly after Hasina 
was removed from office. 
In the post, he called for 
her hanging, saying, “Want 
death by hanging of the 
destroyer of the spirit of 
the Liberation War, killer 
and liar Sheikh Hasina.”

When asked by The 
Daily Star if he felt 
embarrassed to defend 
Hasina after making such 
a post, Aminul said he 
would still carry out his 
duty as a lawyer. 

He claimed the 
contempt case was 
separate from the main 
allegations against her. 
“The prosecution is 
suggesting that during 
a certain conversation, 
there was an attempt to 
intimidate witnesses or 
obstruct justice. I will 
respond to that allegation,” 
he said.

Regarding the 
controversial post, he 
added, “On August 5, 
2024, the whole country 
was against Sheikh Hasina 
-- and so was I.” 

However, he insisted 
that he would now 
defend her professionally, 
adding, “I’ve been 
working with integrity for 
36 years.”

The case relates to a 
leaked phone call from 
last year in which Hasina 
was allegedly heard 
saying, “I have had 227 
cases filed against me, so 
I have received a licence 
to kill 227 people.” The 
audio clip circulated 
on social media and 
was later covered by 
mainstream media. 
The ICT considered the 
remark contemptuous.

The tribunal filed a 
contempt petition on 
April 30, accusing Hasina 
of making a statement 
that could obstruct justice. 
The hearing is scheduled 
for June 25.

CITY

A 200-year-old hub
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Zahed Chowdhury, 65, a 
jackfruit trader with over 
20 years of experience, 
spoke about the cyclical 
nature of the trade.

Sajjadur Rahman, 35, 
from Cumilla, recalled 
visiting the market with 
his father and grandfather. 
“They always said this is a 
200-year-old market.”

“The real season starts in 
Baishakh, but the market 
becomes active from the 
end of Jaistha to Shraban. 
This year, availability is a bit 
low, but prices are stable,” 
Sajjadur added.

Zahed observed a trend 

of more people planting 
jackfruit trees at home. “If 
everyone grows their own, 
commercial demand may 
decline.”

Kulaura Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Mohiuddin said the 
Brahmanbazar jackfruit 
market is a cultural 
landmark for the local 
community.

“Despite challenges like 
fluctuating prices, shifting 
crop yields, and the growing 
trend of home gardening, 
the market continues to 
preserve a deep-rooted 
sense of community and 
tradition that has lasted for 
centuries,” he added.

Recent drownings raise concern
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one. Since July 2024, eight 
people have drowned 
in the sea along Cox’s 
Bazar beach, including six 
during the last Eid-ul-Azha 
vacation alone.

According to Sea Safe 
project data, a total of 791 
people have been rescued, 
while 60 people have 
drowned since the project 
began in 2015.

Cox’s Bazar, the 
country’s most popular 
tourist destination, 
draws thousands of 
holidaymakers year-round 
to enjoy the scenic beach 
and makes an enormous 
contribution to the local 
tourism economy.

While the district 
administration also earns 
high revenue from taxes 
and licensing for vendors, 
beach tents, photographers, 
beach bikes, jet-skis, beach 
chairs, horse rides, and 
other services, its role 

in preventing drowning 
incidents by incorporating 
necessary measures has so 
far been largely inadequate.

Abul Kashem Shikdar, 
president of the Hotel, 
Motel and Guesthouse 
Owners’ Association, said 
even though Cox’s Bazar 
generates revenue worth 
several thousand crore taka 
every year, safety measures 
for tourists remain 
insufficient.

Abu Sadik, a tourist 
from Dhaka’s Dhanmondi, 
urged the authorities 
concerned to modernise 
and strengthen the beach 
safety system to prevent 
such tragedies.

Md Shohidul Alam, 
additional district 
magistrate of Cox’s Bazar 
and member secretary of 
the Beach Management 
Committee, said beach 
guards are deployed to 
monitor the coastline. 
“Magistrates also patrol 

during peak seasons,” he 
said.

He, however, could not 
specify what role, if any, 
the magistrates play in 
rescue operations or how 
much revenue the Beach 
Management Committee 
earns from beach-related 
businesses.

“We’ve held several 
meetings with stakeholders 
to address drowning 
prevention. Initiatives will 
be taken soon,” he added.

Imtiaz warned that Cox’s 
Bazar beach has become 
increasingly risky due to 
hidden ditches and strong 
currents.

“We have only 27 
lifeguards, working in two 
shifts, equipped with just 
buoys and surfboards. 
With such limited 
manpower and basic tools, 
it is extremely difficult to 
ensure the safety of the vast 
number of tourists who 
visit the beach,” he added.

No one can 
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ensuring a proper 
atmosphere for the 
opposition parties to join 
the polls. 

Rizvi, however, said their 
party does not support 
any unruly activities or 
incidents of mob justice.

He called upon the 
interim government to 
remain alert and take steps 
to prevent the incidents 
of mob violence in the 
country.

The BNP leader also 
criticised the inaction of 
law enforcers in preventing 
such incidents.

He said the police 
stand silently on the court 
premises when unruly 
people attack detainees. 
“How can an accused 
be attacked there? The 
responsibility of providing 
security to the accused lies 
with the government.”

Rizvi questioned 
whether the police are 
not properly carrying out 
their duties. “Are there 
still cohorts of fascism 
within the police who want 
to defame the Professor 
Muhammad Yunus-led 
interim government?”

He urged the interim 
government to address the 
matter with urgency and 
take decisive action.

The BNP leader also 
expressed concern over 
the spread of Covid-19, as 
both cases and deaths are 
gradually increasing.

He called upon the 
government to take 
necessary preventative 
measures.

Govt to amend CrPC
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Asif said Bangladesh is 
digitalising the judiciary to 
ensure transparency and 
efficiency.

“We have started the 
process and wish to 
digitalise [the judiciary] in 
the next six months,” he 
said.

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Assistant Secretary-General 
Prof Luis Franceschi urged 
the participants to turn 
Commonwealth values into 
action in everyday life.

“The future of 
Bangladesh depends on the 
choices you make today. 
You may not be guaranteed 
success, but failure is 
guaranteed if you give up. 
So, don’t give up,” he said.

Franceschi is leading a 
Commonwealth delegation 
in Dhaka to engage with 
the interim government of 
Bangladesh.

‘Bekar, Janata, Nagorik’
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movement), Jatiya 
Bhumihin Party (National 
Landless Party), and 
Forward Party.

Among the parties 
that have applied for 
registration with the 
EC in two phases, three 
have included the word 
‘Bekar’ (Unemployed) in 
their names -- Bangladesh 
Bekar Mukti Parishad, 
Bangladesh Bekar Shamaj, 
and Bangladesh Bekar 
Shamaj – BABES.

The term “Chhatra-
Janata” (Student-People) 
has gained popularity since 
last year’s July uprising led 
by students and the masses 
that toppled the Awami 
League-led government. 
However, only one party 
has used “Chhatra” in 

its name -- Bangladesh 
Chhatra Janata Party.

The word “Janata” 
(People) appears in the 
names of 17 parties, 
including --

Jatiya Janata Party, 
Bangladesh Janata 
Party-BJP, Bangladesh 
Muktijuddha Janata 
Party, Janata Party 
of Bangladesh (JPB), 
Janatar Dal, Janata Party 
Bangladesh, Bangladesh 
Janata Party, Bangladesh 
Chhatra Janata Party, 
Muslim Janata Party, 
Janata Congress Party, 
Bangladesh Trinamul 
Janata Party, Janatar 
Kotha Bole, Shadhin 
Janata Party, AmJanatar 
Dal, Bangladesh Janatar 
Oikya, Shadharon Janata 
Party, and Janatar Party of 

Bangladesh.
Six parties have used the 

word “Nagorik” (Citizen) 
in their names. These are 
-- National Citizen Party 
(NCP), Bangladesh Nagorik 
Party, Bangladesh Nagorik 
Command, Bangladesh 
Nagorik Dal, Bangladesh 
Nagorik Andolan 
Party, and Ganatantrik 
(Democratic) Nagorik 
Shakti-DCP.

Other applicants for EC 
registration also include 
parties like -- Nucleus 
Party, Islami Ganatantrik 
Party, Bangladesh Ekattor 
Party, Bangladesh 
Deshpremik Prajanma 
(Patriotic Generation), 
and Bangladesh Prabashi 
Kallyan Party (Expatriate 
Welfare Party).

The commission 

published the list of 
applicants in two phases on 
Monday.

On March 10, the EC 
invited applications from 
new political parties. By 
the April 20 deadline, 65 
parties had submitted 
applications.

The EC has been 
registering political 
parties since 2008 under 
the Representation of the 
People Order, 1972. 

A party must meet 
at least one of the three 
criteria to qualify for 
registration. They are -- 
winning at least one seat 
with its electoral symbol 
in any parliamentary 
election; securing at least 
five percent of the total 
votes cast in a constituency 
in a national election; or 

having a functional central 
office, a central committee, 
and offices in at least one-
third of the districts or 
100 upazilas/metropolitan 
areas, with a minimum of 
200 voters as members in 
each upazila.

Ahead of the 12th 
national election in 
January 2024, 93 parties 
applied for registration. 
After initial screening, 
the EC conducted field 
verification for 12 of 
them, including the Gono 
Odhikar Parishad and AB 
Party.

Of those 12, only two 
-- Bangladesh Nationalist 
Movement (BNM) and 
Bangladesh Supreme 
Party (BSP) -- were granted 
registration after resolving 
several objections.

Two SUST
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On Monday, a Sylhet court 
granted a four-day remand 
for the accused after they 
were produced before the 
court. The investigation 
officer had sought five days’ 
remand.

According to a 
complaint filed by the 
victim, on May 2, the 
accused took her to a mess 
in the Surma residential 
area, where they drugged 
and raped her.

Later on, June 19, she 
complained to the SUST 
proctor’s office, and that 
evening, police detained 
both the accused. On June 
20, she filed the case with 
Kotwali Police Station 
accusing the two and five 
unnamed others.

Mob violence erodes
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political party and was 
captured on video and 
widely circulated on social 
media. Later, police took 
Nurul Huda into custody 
and formally arrested him 
in connection with the case.

The citizens criticised 
the inaction and leniency 
shown by law enforcement 
officers present during the 
incident and warned that if 
such acts go unpunished, 
they will pose serious 
threats to public safety and 
the constitutional rights.

They also stressed that 
normalising mob violence 
will further weaken the rule 

of law.
The signatories include 

Sultana Kamal, chairperson 
of Manabadhikar 
Sangskritik Foundation; 
ZI Khan Panna, senior 
lawyer; Khushi Kabir, 
coordinator of Nijera Kori; 
Iftekharuzzaman, executive 
director of Transparency 
International Bangladesh; 
Barrister Sara Hossain, 
honorary executive director 
of BLAST; Rasheda K 
Choudhury, executive 
director of CAMPE; Shamsul 
Huda, executive director 
of ALRD; Shireen Huq, 
member of Naripokkho; 
Shaheen Anam, executive 

director of Manusher 
Jonno Foundation; and 
Samina Luthfa, professor at 
the University of Dhaka.

Meanwhile, in a 
separate statement, Shujan 
yesterday said it is deeply 
concerned about the wave 
of mob violence that began 
after the July uprising last 
year, which it said is now 
“spiralling out of control”.

Referring to the assault 
on Nurul Huda, Shujan said 
even if someone is accused 
of a crime, physically 
attacking them is a criminal 
offence under the penal 
code and a clear violation 
of the Constitution.

China hopes
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key sectors including 
agriculture, industry, 
garments, healthcare, and 
infrastructure development.

He also sought China’s 
assistance in narrowing 
the trade gap, adopting 
modern technology, and 
providing training for 
Bangladeshi workers.

BNP leaders said the 
meeting was held in a cordial 
and respectful atmosphere.

This was the second day 
of the BNP delegation’s 
ongoing visit to China.


