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Woman killed 
in elephant 
attack
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Cox’s Bazar

A woman was killed in an 
attack by wild elephant 
at Chhaiyrakhali in 
Chakaria upazila of Cox’s 
Bazar on Monday night.

The deceased is Ismat 
Ara Begum, 35, said 
Mehraj Uddin, range 
officer of Fashiakhali 
Range.

He said the couple, 
Ismat Ara and 
Mohammad Alamgir, 
lived in a makeshift hut 
surrounded by polythene 
and cloth. Around 
11:30pm on Monday, a wild 
elephant suddenly entered 
their hut and attacked the 
housewife. Ismat Ara died 
on the spot.

COX’S BAZAR SEA BEACH

Recent drownings 
raise concern
Expose gaps in safety measures

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

In a shocking video that went viral 
recently, a tourist was seen struggling 
against strong waves to save his son 
from drowning in the sea in front of a 
beach resort in the Kolatoli area of Cox’s 
Bazar.

A jet-ski operator attempted several 
times to rescue them but failed. About 
five minutes later, lifeguards from the 
Sea Safe Lifeguard Project, stationed 
at a nearby watchtower, managed to 
pull them out in critical condition 
and rushed them to Cox’s Bazar 
Sadar Hospital, located about three 
kilometres away.

Both of them -- Shahinur Rahman, 

60, and his son Sifat, 20 -- were declared 
dead on arrival by doctors.

Imtiaz Ahmed, manager of the Sea 
Safe Lifeguard Project under the Centre 
for Injury Prevention and Research, 
Bangladesh (CIPRB), said, “We need 
equipment like jet-skis and beach bikes 
to reach drowning spots quickly. In 
this case, it took five minutes to reach 
the victims, and every second counts 
in such an emergency scenario. There’s 
also no medical centre along the beach 
to provide immediate first aid.”

The jet-ski operator failed to save the 
victims due to strong waves, instability, 
and a lack of rescue training.

The incident was not an isolated 
SEE PAGE 9 COL 2

Lifeguards in rescue operation at the beach recently. PHOTO: COLLECTED

State-appointed lawyers must 
be capable, independent
Says Toby Cadman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Toby Cadman, special adviser 
to the chief prosecutor of the 
International Crimes Tribunal 
(ICT), yesterday said judges must 
ensure any state-appointed 
defence lawyer has the necessary 
experience and ability to represent an 
accused properly and independently.

He made the comment at a media 
briefing when asked about criticism over 

the appointment of Advocate 
Aminul Ghani Titto as state 
defence counsel for ousted Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina in a 
contempt of court case. 

He clarified that appointing 
a state defence lawyer is the 
court’s responsibility, not the 

prosecution’s.
The controversy began after Advocate 

Aminul was appointed on June 19 
SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

New boats and fishing traps are being transported on a rickshaw-van over the Chalan Beel No-9 bridge in Tarash upazila of 
Sirajganj, along the Natore-Dhaka highway. With rainwater beginning to fill the beel, local fishermen are preparing for the 
fishing season by buying boats and traps. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN 
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‘No one can 
take law into 
own hands’
Rizvi reiterates BNP’s stance 
against mob violence

UNB, Dhaka

Reaffirming their 
party’s stance 
against the culture 
of mob violence, 
BNP Senior Joint 
Secretary General 
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi 
yesterday said no 
one has the right to take the law into 
their own hands.

“The case filed against three Election 
Commissions will proceed according to 
the law. But no one has the right to take 
the law into their own hands,” he said.

The BNP leader made the remarks 
while talking to reporters after paying 
homage to party founder Ziaur Rahman 
by placing a wreath at his grave, along 
with the leaders of BNP’s newly formed 
Brahmanbaria district unit committee.

He said BNP has filed a case against 
those who destroyed democracy and 
the electoral system, conducted votes at 
night and held a dummy election without 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

Govt to amend 
CrPC to protect 

rights during arrest
Says law adviser

UNB, Dhaka

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul yesterday 
said the government has prepared 
a draft amendment to the Code 
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 
1898, aiming to ensure stronger 

safeguarding measures during 
arrests and interrogations.
“We have drafted an amendment 

to the CrPC to ensure a rights-based 
approach and strict safeguarding measures 

during arrest and interrogation. It’ll be cleared 
very soon,” he said while addressing a workshop 
in the capital.

The Commonwealth Secretariat in partnership 
with youth and sports ministry and foreign 
ministry organised the 2-day workshop titled 
“Commonwealth Charter Youth Workshop 
Bangladesh-2025”.

The law adviser said his ministry has 
undertaken a bold reform drive aligned with the 
Commonwealth Charter’s core values.

Citing some reform examples, he also said 
the government has amended the code of civil 
procedure to make justice faster, cheaper, and 
more accessible.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

BRAHMANBAZAR

A 200-year-
old hub for 

jackfruit trade
MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Even before dawn breaks in mid-summer, the 
Brahmanbazar wholesale market in Kulaura 
upazila bursts into life. Buyers and sellers crowd 
the area, haggling over the price of ripe jackfruit, 
their sweet aroma filling the air.

According to local traders, Brahmanbazar is 
one of the largest jackfruit wholesale markets 
in the country. Located along the Moulvibazar-
Kulaura road, the market operates every Monday 
and Thursday during the season -- continuing a 
tradition nearly 200 years old.

During a recent visit, this correspondent saw 
thousands of ripe jackfruits stacked along both 
sides of the road. Vehicles steadily brought in more 
from nearby villages.

“With the fruit just starting to ripen, the market 
is still gaining momentum and will continue for 
several weeks,” said Shahinur Rahman, a resident.

Kadar Ali, a farmer from Langla Khas Notun Basti, 
brought 40 jackfruits from his own trees, hoping to 
earn Tk 4,000. Jahur Ali from Gurabhoi brought 100 
jackfruits. “I purchased the rights to several jackfruit 
trees in advance, but the yield has been lower than 
expected this year. Still, I’m hopeful for a fair deal.”

To locals, Brahmanbazar is more than a 
marketplace -- it’s a cultural hub. “The biggest 
crowds gather on Mondays and Thursdays, 
when wholesalers from Sunamganj, Sylhet, and 
Moulvibazar arrive,” said Shahjahan Mia.
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