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“BNP’s stance against 
mobocracy is clear. We 
are firmly against it and 
will not retreat from that 
position,” he said.

“Those who are involved 
in mobocracy -- it’s their 
personal responsibility. 
This is not BNP’s problem,” 
he added, noting that such 
incidents will be handled 
through legal means.

On Sunday night, former 
chief election commissioner 
Nurul Huda, who oversaw 
the 2018 national election, 
was assaulted by a mob 
at his Uttara residence. A 
video of the incident went 
viral, showing him with a 
garland of shoes around his 
neck and being hit in the 
face with a shoe, drawing 
widespread criticism.

During the meeting with 
BNP, Gono Forum leader SM 

Altaf Hossain said a recent 
and memorable meeting in 
London had helped resolve 
uncertainty surrounding 
the upcoming elections and 
brought relief among the 
public and political parties.

Later, BNP also held 
a separate meeting with 
the National Democratic 
Movement. A five-member 
delegation led by NDM 
Chairman Bobby Hajjaj 
attended the meeting.

Afterwards, Bobby Hajjaj 
said, “We are now waiting 
for the election. Whatever 
we do from now on, we will 
do together. The promise 
that Tarique Rahman made 
to the people -- to form a 
national government -- we 
are united in our efforts 
to fulfil that promise, 
implement the 31-point 
agenda, and restore 
democracy.”

Aggressive nationalism
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He also said the world 
is witnessing the killing 
of people en masse in 
different ways -- not just 
through genocide, but also 
through environmental 
destruction, illegal drug 
smuggling, and arms trade.

“To resist such 
killings, the world must 
end individual wealth 
accumulation and 
move toward a ‘social 
ownership’,” he said. “The 
era of individual wealth 
accumulation is nearing 
its end. Now, the only 
path to survival is social 
ownership.”

Prof Serajul also said 
Bangladesh has never 
been able to overcome 
poverty because its wealth 
continues to be smuggled 
abroad.

“This was done by 
the Pakistanis. Now, the 
Bangladeshi rulers are 
smuggling wealth – and 
they are doing it openly,” 
he said.

Prof Serajul also praised 
the role of women in the 
July uprising, but lamented 
the tragic death of Lamia, 
the 18-year-old daughter of 
a July martyr, who died by 
suicide in April after being 
a victim of rape earlier in 
March.

A social revolution is 
necessary to eliminate 
violence against women, he 
said. 

At the event, various 

socio-cultural organisations 
and prominent figures 
congratulated Prof Serajul 
on his 90th birthday with 
floral bouquets.

Left-leaning politician 
Mujahidul Islam Selim 
also congratulated Prof 
Serajul, saying the nation 
needs him for many more 
years, as he is “a beacon 
during progressive 
movements”. 

He noted that the 
recent anti-discrimination 
movement opened a new 
chapter in Bangladesh and 
urged people to understand 
its true essence.

He called on the 
country’s leftist parties to 
unite and form a greater 
alliance.

Presiding over the 
discussion, former TIB 
Chairperson Prof Perween 
Hasan said Bangladesh can 
become a peaceful nation if 
its people embrace diversity 
and reject exclusivity.

Prothom Alo Executive 
Director Sazzad Sharif 
said Prof Serajul Islam has 
evolved from a classroom 
teacher to a “guardian of 
the nation” by standing 
with the people in their 
struggles and movements.

Senior journalist Abu 
Sayeed Khan, alongside 
left-leaning politicians 
Razekuzzaman Ratan and 
Subhrangshu Chakraborty, 
also spoke at the event, 
which was moderated by 
Prof Azfar Hussain.

Secretariat staff
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Md Nurul Islam, another 
co-chairman of the forum, 
described the government 
initiative as “a controversial 
and black ordinance” and 
said if it is not withdrawn 
immediately, a larger 
unified movement will be 
launched nationwide.

Meanwhile, around 
4:00pm yesterday, Law 
Adviser Prof Asif Nazrul 
and Energy Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan held a meeting 
with forum leaders at the 
Secretariat. 

During the discussion, 
the employee leaders 

reportedly highlighted 
the reasons behind the 
resentment among public 
servants regarding the 
ordinance.

Later, in a press release, 
the forum announced 
that their public outreach 
programme would continue 
today and tomorrow 
(Wednesday). They also 
affirmed that the movement 
would continue until the 
ordinance is repealed.

Since May 24, officials 
and employees across 
ministries and divisions 
have been protesting inside 
the Secretariat against the 
ordinance. 

Coast Guard to receive
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The Coast Guard also 
received several operational 
items from Australia, 
including helmets, boarding 
vests, self-inflatable life 
jackets, knee and elbow 
pads, and tactical gloves.

“They will also support us 
with modern technologies. 
We expect to receive drones 
soon to enhance maritime 
surveillance,” said the DG.

Rear Admiral 
Ziaul emphasised the 
importance of boosting 
regional maritime 
awareness, joint training, 
intelligence sharing, and 
strategic coordination to 
combat maritime threats. 

He said Australian 
support has already 
enhanced the Coast Guard’s 
operational capacity.

Rear Admiral Brett 
Sonter noted that a 
memorandum titled 
“Civil Maritime Security 
and Maritime Safety” was 
signed in 2024 to support 
cooperation on maritime 
threats.

“As part of that 
agreement, we are working 
together to counter illegal 
fishing, drug smuggling, 
human trafficking, and 
people smuggling. We have 
already conducted multiple 
training sessions,” he said.

“We want to take this 
relationship to the next 
level. As Indian Ocean 
neighbours, it’s crucial to 
address shared challenges,” 
he added.
NO SECURITY THREAT 

IN ST MARTIN’S

There is no security threat 
on St Martin’s Island, said 
the Coast Guard chief.

“Everything is normal 
in St Martin’s. Just as we 
live peacefully in Dhaka, 
people in St Martin’s are 
also living peacefully,” he 
told reporters.

He said members of the 
Coast Guard, Navy, police, 
and other law enforcement 
agencies are always stationed 
on the island, so there is no 
cause for concern.

On the issue of push-in 
incidents from India, he 
confirmed one such case 
on the eastern side of the 
maritime boundary, but 
added that due to strong 
vigilance, no further 
incidents have occurred.

Regarding the Myanmar 
maritime border, he said 
the Coast Guard maintains 
a working understanding 
with rebel groups to ensure 
security.

Commenting on 
recent incidents involving 
Bangladeshi fishermen, he 
said those captured by the 
Arakan Army had crossed 
into foreign waters. “There 
has been no incident of 
rebel groups entering 
our waters to abduct 
fishermen,” he added.

Freedom of expression
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human rights defenders, 
civil society actors, and 
media professionals across 
all eight divisions of 
Bangladesh -- promoting 
a more inclusive and 
participatory digital 
democracy.

Speaking as chief guest, 
Dr Michal Krejza, head of 
development cooperation 
and minister-counsellor 
at the EU Delegation to 
Bangladesh, said, “All of 
us here understand the 
special importance of a 
free society. By enhancing 
digital literacy -- 
particularly among youth, 
human rights defenders, 
and media professionals -- 
this project will help build 
a more informed civic 
space.”

He also stressed the 
importance of defending 
democracy and freedom 
of expression, both online 
and offline.

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director of 
MJF, said, “We believe 
that freedom of thought 
and expression is the 
bedrock of an inclusive 
and democratic society 
-- where every individual, 
regardless of gender, class, 
religion, physical ability 
or ethnicity, has the right 
to access services and live 
with dignity and security.”

She added that the 
Swadhinata project is 
based on the belief that 
democracy can only 
thrive when freedom 
of expression is actively 
protected.

Speaking as a special 
guest, Faruk Wasif, 
director general of the 
Press Institute Bangladesh 
(PIB), emphasised the 
need for a digital fact-
checking database and the 
importance of equipping 
youth, women, and 
marginalised communities 
with the tools to access 
accurate information.

In her closing 
remarks, Kabita Bose, 
country director of Plan 
International Bangladesh, 
highlighted the need to 
counter misinformation 
and promote justice.

“We must shield 
ourselves from 
misinformation and have 
the courage to question 
injustice. Violence 
against women is not 
just a women’s issue -- it 
affects society as a whole. 
We must create more 
opportunities to empower 
youth, especially girls and 
women, and amplify their 
voices. Their participation 
is essential in shaping 
policies that ensure a better 
future for all,” she said.

The event brought 
together representatives 
from women’s rights 
organisations, youth 
networks, media 
professionals, and civil 
society groups from across 
the country.

A panel discussion on 
“Freedom of Expression” 
was a key part of the event, 
with speakers addressing 
issues of responsible digital 
behaviour, online safety, 
and equitable access to 
digital spaces.

Banasree Mitra Neogi, 
director (governance and 
rights programmes) at 
MJF; Mohammed Maheen 
Newaz Chowdhury, 
director – programmes 
at Plan International 
Bangladesh; and other 
senior representatives 
from the implementing 
organisations also attended 
the event. 

Tarique invited
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During the meeting, 
both sides talked about 
improving political 
relations, increasing 
p a r t y - t o - p a r t y 
cooperation, and working 
together for peace and 
stability in the region, said 
the leaders.

The CPC expressed 
hope that the meeting 
would usher in a new 
chapter in China-
Bangladesh ties. Fakhrul 
praised China’s regional 
role and said the talks 
would deepen party and 
bilateral relations.

Earlier in the day at 
2:00pm, a nine-member 
high-level BNP delegation, 
visited China Railway 
Group Limited, where 
they learned about 
China’s progress in 
railway and infrastructure 

development.
The delegation 

included senior BNP 
leaders Mirza Abbas, 
Gayeshwar Chandra Roy, 
Selima Rahman, and 
Chairperson’s Advisers 
Zahir Uddin Swapan, 
Ismail Zabiullah, Professor 
Sukomal Barua, party’s 
media cell convener 
Moudud Hossain Alamgir 
Pavel and Chairperson’s 
Personal Secretary ABM 
Abdus Sattar.

Party sources say 
this trip shows BNP’s 
wish to build stronger 
ties with China, a major 
development partner for 
Bangladesh.

Earlier this year, on 
February 24, a group of 
leaders from eight political 
parties -- including the 
BNP -- visited China for 11 
days.

Help build a better
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remember that you can 
create the world of the 
future with your scouting 
experience,” he said.

He also said it is an 
opportunity for the 
young people to depict 
the path of the future, 
taking advantage of their 
involvement in scouting.

The chief adviser 
presented the highest 
award of the Cub Scouts, 
the “Shapla Cub Award”, 
and the “Gallantry Award” 
of Bangladesh Scouts to the 

family members of eight 
scouts who were martyred 
in the July movement for 
their bravery.

This carnival has started 
simultaneously in 527 
places across the country.

Funded by the Ministry 
of Primary and Mass 
Education, the Cub Carnival 
is being implemented 
simultaneously in all 
upazilas and special 
districts of Bangladesh 
under the management 
of the Bangladesh Scouts 
Program Department.
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No houseboats
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Contacted, Mohammad 
Rezaul Karim said, 
“We are not restricting 
houseboats from Tanguar 
Haor entirely, but from 
entering certain areas to 
conserve the biodiversity 
and environment. When 
numerous boats gather 
at the watchtower, it 
disrupts the ecosystem of 
this particular part of the 
Ramsar Conservation Site.”

Over the years, Tanguar 
Haor has become a popular 
tourist destination, with 
hundreds of houseboats 
navigating its waters during 
summer and monsoon. 
Environmentalists have 
raised concerns as the 
haor’s biodiversity is 
increasingly under threat.
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