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US military pulled back 
into Middle East wars

AGENCIES

The US strikes on nuclear sites in Iran 
are an extraordinary turn for a military 
that was supposed to be moving on from 
two decades of forever wars in the Middle 
East, and they put the United States back 
on war footing.

Across the region, where more than 
40,000 American troops are on bases 
and warships, the strikes ushered in 
a period of high alert as the Pentagon 
braced for almost-certain retaliation 
from Iran.

President Trump announced on social 
media that three Iranian sites were hit, 
including the mountain facility at Fordo. 
The bombs used in the strikes are believed 
to include “bunker busters,” which are 

designed to destroy deep underground 
bunkers or well-buried weapons in highly 
protected facilities.

The strikes, whether successful or not, 
are likely to trigger a fierce response. 
Tehran has vowed to strike at American 
bases in the Middle East, and American 
intelligence agencies confirmed before 
the strikes took place that Iran would 
take steps to widen the war and hit US 
forces in the region.

US officials, speaking on condition of 
anonymity to discuss intelligence, said 
the strikes against the three nuclear sites 
were complete. The official said no follow-
up attacks were expected, although 
commanders were ready to respond to 
any Iranian retaliation, reports New York 
Times online. 

Iran has many ways to retaliate, 
including naval assets and other 
capabilities it would need to shut down 
the Strait of Hormuz, a move that could 
pin any US Navy ships in the Persian Gulf, 
American military officials say. Iranian 
officials have threatened to mine the 
strait if the United States joined Israel’s 
attack on the country.

Iran would not need much preparation 
to attack US air and naval bases in the 
region. The Iranian military has missile 
bases within easy striking range of 
Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Indeed, American officials said earlier 
this week that Iran had prepared missiles 
and other military equipment for strikes 
on US bases in the region.

Won’t let terror 
‘drag Syria back 
to instability’
Says Erdogan after suicide 
attack at Damascus church

AFP, Istanbul

Turkey will not allow extremists to drag Syria back 
into chaos and instability, President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said yesterday after a suicide attack killed 
22 at a Damascus church.

“We will never allow our neighbour and brother 
Syria... be dragged into a new environment of 
instability through proxy terrorist organisations,” 
he said, vowing to support the new government’s 
fight against such groups.

He did not explain what he meant by “proxy” 
groups but vowed that Turkey would “continue 
to support the Syrian government’s fight against 
terrorism”. The Damascus government blamed 
Sunday night’s shooting and suicide attack -- the 
first of its kind in the Syrian capital since the fall of 
strongman Bashar al-Assad six months ago -- on 
Islamic State (IS) group militants.

It cast the attack as a bid to “undermine national 
coexistence and to destabilise the country”, which 
only began emerging from the post-civil war chaos 
after Assad’s ouster six months ago.

POLITICAL, JUDICIAL CRISIS

Embattled Thai PM 
reshuffles cabinet
AFP, Bangkok

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra 
yesterday began a cabinet reshuffle as a political 
and judicial crisis sparked by a leaked phone call 
threatens to sink her government.

The 38-year-old daughter of controversial 
former PM Thaksin Shinawatra began handing 
out ministerial posts vacated when her main 
coalition partner quit last week -- a move that 
nearly took her government down.

Paetongtarn, in office for less than a year, is 
hanging on by a thread, and on top of the party 
horse-trading she now faces a Constitutional 
Court case that could see her barred from office.

She faced calls to quit or call an election last 
week as critics accused her of undermining the 
country and insulting the army during the leaked 
call with former Cambodian leader Hun Sen, 
which focused on a festering border dispute.

Palestinian children wait at a food distribution point in Nuseirat, central Gaza Strip, yesterday. The Israeli blockade, imposed in 
early March amid stalled truce negotiations, has created famine-like conditions across Gaza, according to rights groups.
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US STRIKES ON IRAN

Hopes for nuke 
diplomacy 
shattered
REUTERS, Paris

In a bid to defuse the conflict over Iran’s 
nuclear program, foreign ministers from 
Europe’s top three powers hurried to 
meet their Iranian counterpart on Friday 
in Geneva.

Those hopes collapsed on Saturday 
when US President Donald Trump 
ordered airstrikes on Iran’s three main 
nuclear sites, in support of Israel’s 
military campaign.

“It’s irrelevant to ask Iran to return to 
diplomacy,” Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araqchi, visibly angry, told reporters 
in Istanbul on Sunday, promising a 
“response” to the US strikes. “It’s not time 
for diplomacy now.”

Trump, who said the US airstrikes 
“obliterated” the sites, warned in a 
televised speech on Saturday the US 
could attack other targets in Iran if no 

peace deal was reached and urged Tehran 
to return to the negotiating table.

Reuters spoke to seven Western 
diplomats and analysts who said the 
prospect of negotiations was negligeable 
for now, with an unbridgeable gap 
between Washington’s demand for zero 
enrichment by Iran and Tehran’s refusal 
to abandon its nuclear program.

“I think the prospects of effective 
diplomacy at this point are slim to 
none,” said James Acton, co-director 
of the Nuclear Policy Program at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, a think tank headquartered in 
Washington. “I’m much more worried 
about escalation, both in the short and 
the long term.”

According to European diplomats, the 
three European allies - Britain, France 
and Germany - were not made aware of 
Trump’s decision to strike Iran ahead of 
time. 
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