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officials said I’ll receive the 
money in a few days. I feel a 
bit relieved now,” she said.

Many expressed relief as 
activities partially resumed 
at Nagar Bhaban, weeks 
after all official operations 
were halted due to protests 
that began on May 14. The 
demonstrations, led by BNP 
leader Ishraque Hossain’s 
supporters under the 
banner of “Dhakabashi,” 
have been demanding his 
immediate swearing-in as 
mayor.

On Sunday, Moshiur 
Rahman, coordinator of the 
protest at Nagar Bhaban, 
urged DSCC employees to 
return to work.

Several DSCC officials 
confirmed they had resumed 
work, although many 
departments remained 
understaffed. Essential 
services such as birth and 
death registrations became 
operational.

DSCC Chief Executive 
Officer Md Zillur Rahman 

said while the headquarters 
remained shut, critical 
services like mosquito 
control and waste 
management continued.

Sources said all eight 
regional DSCC offices 
outside Nagar Bhaban 
also resumed operations 
yesterday, though engineers 
have yet to return to those 
offices as well. 

One engineer, wishing 
anonymity, said he visited 
the office in the morning 
but left, unsure whether it 
was safe or appropriate to 
resume duties.

Meanwhile, protests led 
by supporters of Ishraque 
Hossain outside Nagar 
Bhaban also continued 
from 11:00am yesterday. 

They chanted slogans 
demanding Ishraque’s 
swearing-in as DSCC 
mayor, and called for 
resignation of Local 
Government Adviser Asif 
Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain.

Contacted, Ishraque 
Hossain said, “The 
Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal 
helped open various 
departments at Nagar 
Bhaban. At the same time, 
we’re continuing our 
protest in a limited manner 
to ensure that citizens are 
not inconvenienced.”

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

In Pirojpur’s Nazirpur and 
Nesarabad upazilas, vast areas of 
marshlands remain flooded most 
of the time each year, making it 
difficult for landowners to cultivate 
any crops due to the high water 
levels.

As a result, these lands used to 
remain barren almost year-round 
until local people innovated an 
agricultural technique -- floating 
seedbeds -- to enable cultivation in 
these marshlands, especially in the 
Beel Dumuria area.

These seedbeds, made from 
water hyacinths, float on the 
marshland waters and allow crops 
to grow without being damaged by 
floodwaters.

Some locals earn a living by 
preparing these floating seedbeds, 
locally known as “dhap,” using 
water hyacinths collected from 
the marshes, and selling them to 
farmers.

Water hyacinth is an aquatic 
plant commonly found in the 
region’s marshes, ponds, canals, 
and other waterbodies. Its long, 
dense roots make it suitable for 
supporting the growth of saplings.

The seedbeds are constructed 
by wrapping three layers of water 
hyacinths around a bamboo frame 
to provide adequate thickness 
for saplings -- usually seasonal 

vegetables -- to grow.
 Each seedbed is about 90 

feet long and 5.25 feet wide, said 
Mohammad Shohag, who prepares 
the seedbeds on a contractual basis.

“To prepare each seedbed, we 
have to collect water hyacinths from 
an area of about 3,500 square feet. 
We begin making these seedbeds 
in mid-May, right before the water 
level rises during the monsoon, and 
continue for around four months,” 
he said.

“Before the season begins, local 
farmers place orders for dhap. We 
produce around 200 seedbeds in 
a season. Each costs about 6,000 
takas to prepare, including 1,500 
takas for water hyacinths, 3,500 
takas for labour, and 1,000 takas 
for other expenses. We sell each 
seedbed for 8,000-9,000 takas,” 
Shohag added.

He also mentioned that they 
used to collect water hyacinths 
for free, but now they have to pay 
Tk 5,000–6,000 to landowners 

to collect them from each bigha 
of land, usually in the marshlands 
of Beel Dumuria, Padmadubi, 
Manoharpur, and other areas.

Alamgir Hossain, another 
contractual dhap maker, said they 
often have to work for hours in 
the open amid sweltering heat or 
incessant rain, as there is no shelter 
available in the marshlands.

Another worker, Mohammad 
Rasel, said they earn around Tk 
800-850 after working round the 
clock for a day.

Even though the floating 
seedbed technique has been 
recognised by the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
as one of the Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems 
(GIAHS), the dhap makers said they 
receive no support for their work.

“Sometimes, people from 
different organisations come and 
talk to us, take photographs, and 
record videos of our work, and 
then leave. No one supports us, 
even though our work contributes 
to sustaining agriculture in this 
region,” said Shohag.

Contacted, Nazirpur Upazila 
Agriculture Officer Esratunnesa 
Easha said a project on growing 
vegetables on floating seedbeds 
ended two years ago.

“Once any project is approved 
again, we will be able to help the 
farmers,” she said.

Floating seedbeds keep 
farming alive in Pirojpur

A battery-run auto-rickshaw being towed in the capital’s Shyamoli area yesterday as part of a drive to stop 
such vehicles from plying on VIP roads.
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TANGUAR HAOR

No houseboats 
to be allowed in 
specific areas
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The Sunamganj District Administration has suspended the 
entry of houseboats into the watchtower area and adjacent 
zones within Tanguar Haor until further notice, in a bid to 
protect its fragile biodiversity and natural environment.

The order was issued through an emergency notice 
signed by Deputy Commissioner (routine charge) 
Mohammad Rezaul Karim on June 22.

The district administration also instructed its local 
units to remain on high alert to prevent any harm to the 
ecosystem of Tanguar Haor, the country’s second Ramsar 
Conservation Site.

Visitors to other tourist spots in Sunamganj have been 
urged to strictly follow official guidelines during travel.

Legal action will be taken against anyone violating the 
directive, the notice added.
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The Australian government will provide technical 
assistance -- including aerial drones as gifts -- to the 
Bangladesh Coast Guard as part of ongoing civil-maritime 
security cooperation between the two countries.

As part of this collaboration, both sides will also 
exchange operational information to strengthen efforts 
against transnational crimes such as human trafficking, 
drug smuggling, and illegal fishing.

A delegation led by Rear Admiral Brett Sonter, 
Commander of the Maritime Border Command and Joint 
Agency Task Force (Operation Sovereign Borders), visited 
the Bangladesh Coast Guard Headquarters in Agargaon 
yesterday. Officials from the Australian High Commission 
in Dhaka also joined the visit.

Speaking to reporters after a meeting, Coast Guard 
Director General Rear Admiral Ziaul Haque said they have 
been receiving active support from the Australian border 
force in training and capacity building.

Coast Guard to 
receive drones 
from Australia
Both countries to strengthen 
civil-maritime security 
cooperation
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Employees from various ministries and divisions 
at the Bangladesh Secretariat observed a two-hour 
work stoppage yesterday, demanding the repeal of 
Government Job (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025.

The protest was organised by the Bangladesh 
Secretariat Officers and Employees Unity Forum. 
As part of the programme, staff refrained from 
work from 11:00am to 1:00pm.

During the protest, they gathered at the library 
located within the Ministry of Public Administration, 
where they delivered speeches demanding the 
immediate withdrawal of the ordinance.

The forum’s co-chairman Md Badiul Kabir 
also announced the next phase of the movement, 
which includes a public engagement campaign 
with professional bodies and office-based service 
associations across the country today.

Additionally, on June 25, outreach programmes 
will be conducted with service associations 
at all ministries and the offices of divisional 
commissioners. A further announcement 
regarding the next course of action will be made 
on the same day.

Secretariat staff 
observe 2-hour 
work stoppage
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BNP Standing 
Committee member 
Amir Khasru Mahmud 
Chowdhury yesterday 
said the country is now 
moving toward elections 
in the first half of 
February.

“Certainly, we are all moving toward elections 
in the first half of February. The nation is heading 
in that direction -- that is what matters,” he told 
reporters after a meeting with Gonoforum leaders 
at the BNP Chairperson’s office in Gulshan.

He said BNP Acting Chairman Tarique Rahman 
has already announced the formation of a national 
government.

“The entire nation has now entered the electoral 
tunnel. We are all moving toward the election,” he 
added.

Highlighting BNP’s stance on establishing 
democracy, Khasru said, “To restore democracy 
and to establish the political, constitutional, and 
democratic rights of the people -- and with the 
pledge to build a new Bangladesh -- we are moving 
forward in unity.”

In response to a question about recent incidents 
of mob violence, he said those involved will bear 
personal responsibility, and the BNP as a party is 
not involved.

Country moving 
towards election 
in February
Says Khasru after meeting 
with Gonoforum
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