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produced before the court 
yesterday.

The victims -- Shahriar 
Khan Anas, Sheikh Mahdi 
Hasan Zunayed, Md Yakub, 
Md Rakib Hawlader, Md 
Ismamul Haque, and 
Manik Miah -- were killed 
on August 5.

The 90-page 
investigation report 
includes statements from 
79 witnesses, video and 
audio evidence, media 
reports, and human rights 
documents.

Nagar Bhaban
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appoint new officials, he 
said, would be actively 
resisted. He also requested 
that no bills dated before 
August 5, 2024, be cleared.

Yesterday, the protest 
continued with chants 
demanding mayoral 
responsibilities be handed 
to Ishraque. Supporters 
gathered outside Nagar 
Bhaban from early 
morning, with a sit-in 
beginning at 11:00am.

DSCC services have 
remained suspended 
since the protest began on 
May 14. However, ahead 
of Eid-ul-Azha, Ishraque 
announced the resumption 
of emergency services.

In recent days, he has 
met with DSCC officials, 
calling for restoration of 
services and blaming the 
local government adviser 
for stalling progress.

AL not banned yet, its activities
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nonplussed about Hasina 
being hosted in India, but 
it is her continued political 
activities that is an issue.  

“It is not about her 
being hosted in India 
-- that probably will not 
bother Bangladeshis very 
much. It is her voice which 
creates problems. She is 
always addressing people 
in Bangladesh using 
airwaves. That creates 
tensions and creates 
hatred against the political 
party [Awami League],” he 
added. 

“We thought the sudden 
outburst of anger and 
killing ended on August 5 
after she left. The chapter 
is closed; let’s move on. 
But for AL it seems like it 
didn’t end there. They want 
to continue. This creates 
a lot of tension within the 

country.” 
The chief adviser 

continued, “We do not 
want to look back on the 
horrible things they have 
done in terms of killing 
people, the disappearance 
of people, the massive 
amount of money they 
have taken away... one after 
another, the unbelievable 
cruelty of it. We thought 
we would deal with it 
gradually. But no, she 
reminds you that I am 
here, I will come back.” 

In response to a question 
by the host about whether 
India should do more 
to stop her, Prof Yunus 
replied, “You said it.” 

The chief adviser also 
addressed allegations of 
repression of opposition 
political voices and 
whether the interim 
government “is doing the 

same thing that the Awami 
League did”.  

“It will be a shame 
to say that [the interim 
government is doing the 
same thing]. If you compare 
the interim government 
with the AL government, 
I do not think you 
understand Bangladesh. 
That is absolutely not 
correct,” he responded.

He also addressed 
questions about violence 
against minorities. 

“We invite journalists 
to come and identify 
the incidents of [such] 
violence... This is all fake 
news coming up one after 
another. Come and count 
them [the incidents], we are 
here,” said Prof Yunus. 

The BBC interviewed 
the chief adviser during 
his four-day trip to London 
earlier this month.

Remain ready for all
FROM PAGE 3

line with naval 
tradition, marked the 
commissioning of the 
Midshipman 2022-B and 
Direct Entry Officer 2025-
E batches.

A total of 52 officers -- 44 
midshipmen and 8 direct 
entry officers received their 
commissions, including 
eight women and four 
foreign cadets.

General Waker, 
attending as chief guest, 
inspected the parade and 
took the salute. He later 
awarded medals to cadets 
who excelled in various 
categories.

In his speech, the 
Army Chief paid tribute 
to the martyrs of the 
Liberation War and those 
who sacrificed their lives 
defending sovereignty and 
international peace.

“Their supreme sacrifice 
remains a constant source 
of inspiration,” he said.

Addressing the cadets, 
he said, “Today is a 
joyous occasion. After 
three years of rigorous 
training, you are now 
commissioned officers. 
Carry out your duties with 
honesty, integrity, and 
perseverance.”

“The Navy’s motto, ‘In 
Peace and War, Invincible 
at Sea’, should guide your 
commitment to protecting 
our maritime interests,” 
General Waker said, noting 
that the Navy’s role in 
securing vital sea lines of 
communication is critical 
to Bangladesh’s trade-
based economy.

He added that the force 
is being strengthened 
through the addition of 
ships and submarines.

Mahamudul
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the case was politically 
motivated and 
contradicted the spirit of 
the July uprising. “The 
complainant doesn’t even 
recognise Mahmudul,” he 
added.

On the day, students 
of BRUR staged 
demonstrations outside 
the court demanding his 
release, which continued 
after news of his bail as they 
called for the withdrawal of 
the case.

According to the case, 
Sames Uddin, 65, was 
allegedly killed during 
unrest on August 2 last 
year. Nearly 10 months 
later, his wife filed a 
case naming 54 people, 
including Mahmudul. 
However, local records list 
Sames Uddin’s cause of 
death as a stroke.
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