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11 killed in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Eleven people were killed and scores others injured in 
road accidents in four districts yesterday.

In Chattogram, a truck rammed a lorry on Dhaka-
Chattogram Highway in Mirsarai, leaving trucker Faruk 
Hossain, 39, and his assistant Robiul Islam, 35, dead.

In Patiya, another trucker, Morshed, 24, was killed and 
four others were injured as a bus collided with a truck.

“Police seized both vehicles,” said Jasim Uddin, officer-
in-charge of Crossing Highway Police Station.

In Fatikchhari, a bus hit a motorcycle at Dantmara 
area, killing its rider Md Raju, 25, said Mahbubul Haque, 
OC of Bhujpur Police Station.

In Mymensingh, a bus hit a CNG-run auto-rickshaw in 
Tarakanda, killing three passengers and injuring several 
others, said Md Tipu Sultan, OC of Tarakanda Police Station.

In Gopalganj, Bipul Pal, 40, was killed as a covered-van 
hit a Nasimon in Gopinathpur area.

Soon afterwards, bus helper Shawon was killed and 10 
others were injured as a bus rammed a parked truck in 
the area. The injured were taken to Gopalganj 250-Bed 
General Hospital.

In another incident, Sarowar Kha was killed as a bus hit 
him in Tuku Bazar area. 

In Netrokona, two CNG-run auto-rickshaws collided in 
Kendua upazila, leaving passenger Rahela Begum, 55, dead.

DNCC ends
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renew the management 
contract for the park. 
Originally signed for 
three years with a two-
year extension option, the 
contract ended on June 1, 
2025.

DNCC requested 
5R-Securex to hand over 
the park’s management by 
11:00am yesterday.

Following the notice, 
5R-Securex announced 
the temporary closure of 
associated services such 
as Bookworm Bangladesh, 
North End Coffee Roasters, 
and Graam Cha.

Mirza Asifur Rahman, 
assistant manager 
(Operations) at 5R-Securex 
Consortium, expressed 
disappointment over the 
decision.

“Since our contract wasn’t 
extended, our partners and 
service providers within the 
park will remain closed until 
further notice,” Rahman 
said.

“We hope the DNCC will 
reconsider and give us an 
opportunity to continue 
serving the public,” he 
added.

Arizul Hoque, who 
manages the social media 
for Bookworm Bangladesh, 
said they had not received 
any official notice from the 
DNCC regarding closure of 
their bookstore.

“However, since we are 
affiliated with 5R-Securex 
Consortium, we had to shut 
the shop today [yesterday],” 
he said.

Amina Rahman, 
chief executive officer of 
Bookworm Bangladesh, 
said they are hopeful that 
they will be allowed to 
continue their services 
in the park. Around 500-
600 visitors come to the 
bookstore on weekdays, 
there has been no public 
complaint against their 

operation, she added.
“However, at the 

moment, we are completely 
in the dark. Many of 
our customers are also 
extremely upset,” she said.

Contacted, DNCC 
administrator Mohammad 
Azaz confirmed that while 
the current management 
is changing, the park’s 
facilities will remain intact.

DNCC plans to place the 
park under the supervision 
of a committee, which will 
include representatives 
from the Gulshan Society, 
he said.

“We’re bringing all 
playgrounds and parks in 
DNCC under committee 
management to ensure 
broader public access,” said 
Azaz.

“The library will remain 
operational. We are also 
planning to establish 50 
more libraries across DNCC 
areas.”

Regarding the future of 
the coffee and tea stalls, 
Azaz noted that the newly 
formed committee will 
decide in this regard.

Barishal City Corporation workers clean a canal on the outskirts of Barishal city. Years of encroachment and 
pollution have clogged the waterway, causing the mini pontoon they were using to get stuck. The photo was 
taken in the Katherpol area yesterday.
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Trees unprotected 
in protected forest

10-12 teak trees felled, stolen 
from Satchari National Park

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

At least 10 to 12 age-old teak trees have 
been illegally felled and stolen in recent 
weeks from Section 16 of Satchari 
National Park, a protected forest in 
Chunarughat upazila of Habiganj -- 
raising serious concerns over forest 
management and surveillance failures.

One such tree, around 30-35 feet long 
and worth approximately Tk 3 lakh, 
was cut down and stolen on 
June 18. It stood near the 
park’s entrance, adjacent 
to the Dhaka-Sylhet 
highway. Forest officials 
discovered the theft 
a day later, by which 
time only the root 
remained -- the trunk 
and branches were gone.

Locals allege the 
roots of other stolen trees 
were deliberately covered 
with soil to conceal evidence. 
A resident, requesting anonymity, 
claimed some forest department 
staffers are complicit in the thefts.

Environmental journalist Nurul 
Amin noted that despite the Forest 
Department’s manpower, including 
night patrol teams and a co-
management committee, tree thefts 
continue unabated. “It’s alarming 
and points to serious lapses in forest 

protection,” he said.
Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary of 

Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon’s Habiganj 
chapter, expressed deep concern over the 
recurring incidents. “There’s a disturbing 
pattern here. Allegations suggest officials 
themselves helped hide stumps. If true, 
this is a grave breach of trust,” he said.

He called for real-time monitoring 
using hidden cameras, drones, and 

community-based surveillance, 
alongside independent audits 

and stronger enforcement.
Longtime resident 

Mosharraf Mia, 50, 
said the forest has 
thinned drastically 
over the years. “It 
was once dense. Now, 
it’s not even half of 

what it used to be. 
Illegal logging hasn’t 

stopped despite various 
initiatives,” he lamented.

Contacted, Mir Jahangir 
Alam, divisional forest officer of the 

Wildlife Management and Nature 
Conservation Department in Sylhet, said 
the park ranger had reported the incident 
and an investigation is underway.

Regarding legal steps, he said action 
can be taken within 30 days under the 
Forest Act. “We are taking the matter 
seriously, though identifying the culprits 
immediately is challenging,” he added.

JP faces new rift 
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council date and preside 
over it. Those criticising 
Article 20 (Ka) should 
raise the issue in the 
party forum -- not take a 
confrontational stance that 
risks the party’s unity.”

Since the 2024 mass 
uprising, Quader has 
faced mounting political 
and legal pressure. Both 
he and his wife Sherifa 
Quader have been named 
in multiple murder cases 
related to the July unrest. 

JP events across the 
country have faced 
disruptions, and the 
National Board of Revenue 
(NBR) has frozen Quader’s 
bank accounts.

Jatiya Party, founded 
in 1986 by HM Ershad, 
has a long history of 
factionalism, having 
already split at least 
four times. The current 
infighting, observers say, 
could lead to yet another 
division -- unless a 
consensus is reached soon.

Secretariat
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servants through a show-
cause notice without 
formal departmental 
proceedings for four types 
of disciplinary offences.

After discussions with 
employee leaders, several 
secretaries, led by the land 
secretary, conveyed their 
demands to the cabinet 
secretary, who then 
informed the chief adviser. 

In response, the 
government formed a 
review committee on 
June 4, headed by the 
law adviser. Although the 
committee has met twice, 
it has yet to submit any 
recommendations.

MURDER CASE

Mahamudul 
gets bail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

A 
Rangpur 
court 
yesterday 
granted 
bail to 
Mahamu-
dul Haque, assistant 
professor at the 
Department of Mass 
Communication and 
Journalism at Begum 
Rokeya University, 
Rangpur (BRUR), in a 
murder case filed over 
the death of a grocery 
shop owner.

Judge Mosammat 
Marzia Khatun of the 
Rangpur Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge’s Court 
approved the bail 
after a hearing in the 
afternoon. Mahamudul 
was later released from 
jail.

Earlier in the day, 
a bail petition had 
been submitted to a 
magistrate court, but his 
lawyers withdrew it and 
moved to the sessions 
court for an immediate 
hearing.

Mahmudul’s lawyer 
Shamim Al Mamun said 
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