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Israel leading 
Middle East to 
‘total disaster’
Says Turkey

AFP, Istanbul

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hakan Fidan yesterday 
accused Israel of leading 
the Middle East towards 
“total disaster” by attacking 
Iran on June 13.

Iran and Israel have 
been at war for nine days 
after Israel, claiming the 
Islamic republic was on 
the brink of acquiring a 
nuclear weapon, launched 
a massive wave of strikes on 
its arch-rival, triggering an 
immediate response from 
Tehran.

“Israel is now leading the 
region to the brink of total 
disaster by attacking Iran, 
our neighbour,” Fidan told 
a meeting of top diplomats 
of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
in Istanbul.

“There is no Palestinian, 
Lebanese, Syrian, Yemeni 
or Iranian problem but 
there is clearly an Israeli 
problem,” he said.

He called for an end to 
the “unlimited aggression” 
against Iran.

“We must prevent 
the situation from 
deteriorating into a spiral 
of violence that would 
further jeopardise regional 
and global security,” he 
added.

Speaking after Fidan, 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan accused 
Western leaders of 
providing “unconditional 
support” to Israel.

A trenchant critic of 
Israel’s actions in both 
Gaza and Iran, Erdogan 
called for “high-level peace 
talks” between Tehran 
and the United States, 
according to his office, 
adding that Turkey was 
ready to play a “facilitator” 
role to help bring an end to 
the war.

India will ‘never’ 
restore Indus 
water treaty
Says Amit shah

AFP, New Delhi

New Delhi will “never” reinstate a key water treaty 
it suspended with Pakistan over deadly violence in 
India-administered Kashmir, the interior minister 
said in an interview published yesterday.

India halted the agreement following an April 
attack on civilians which it accused Pakistan of 
backing, a charge denied by Islamabad and one 
which was followed by days of fighting between 
the two foes.

Despite a ceasefire holding, India’s interior 
minister said his government would not restore 
the treaty which governs river water critical to 
parched Pakistan.

“It will never be restored,” interior minister 
Amit Shah told the Times of India.

“We will take the water that was flowing to 
Pakistan to Rajasthan (state) 

by constructing a canal. 
Pakistan will be starved 

of water that it has been 
getting unjustifiably,” 
he added.

The 1960 Indus 
Water Treaty gave 
India and Pakistan 
three Himalayan 
rivers each and the 

right to hydropower 
and irrigation 

resources.
It established the India-

Pakistan Indus Commission, 
which is supposed to resolve any problems that 
arise.

Islamabad last month said the treaty was a 
“no-go area”, after New Delhi announced it would 
maintain its suspension following the ceasefire.

“The treaty can’t be amended, nor can it be 
terminated by any party unless both agree,” 
Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar said.

Halting the water agreement was one of a 
series of tit-for-tat diplomatic measures taken by 
both countries in the immediate aftermath of the 
Kashmir attack.

New Delhi has not made public any evidence of 
Islamabad’s alleged involvement in the April 22 
killing by gunmen of mostly Indian tourists.

During the four days of fighting which followed 
in May, more than 70 people were killed in missile, 
drone and artillery fire. It was the worst standoff 
between the nuclear-armed neighbours since 
1999.

US moving third aircraft 
carrier to Middle East 

AFP, Washington

The USS Gerald R. Ford will depart for Europe 
next week, a Navy official said Friday, placing 
a third American aircraft carrier in closer 
proximity to the Middle East as Israel and Iran 
trade strikes.

Israel launched an unprecedented air 
campaign against Iran last week, and US 
President Donald Trump has said he is 
weighing whether to join Israel in the fight.

“The Gerald Ford carrier strike group will 
depart Norfolk (Virginia) the morning of June 
24 for a regularly scheduled deployment 
to the US European Command area of 
responsibility,” the Navy official said.

The US Carl Vinson carrier strike group has 

been operating in the Middle East since earlier 
this year, taking part in an air campaign 
against Yemen’s Iran-backed Huthi rebels.

And a US defense official has confirmed 
that Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth ordered the 
Nimitz carrier strike group to the Middle East, 
saying it was “to sustain our defensive posture 
and safeguard American personnel.”

Trump said Thursday he will decide 
whether to join Israel’s strikes on Iran within 
the next two weeks, citing a chance of 
negotiations to end the conflict.

That deadline comes after a tense few days 
in which the US president publicly mulled 
hitting Iran and said that Tehran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was an “easy 
target.”

Trump had spent weeks pursuing a 
diplomatic path towards a deal to replace 
the nuclear deal with Iran that he tore up in 
his first term in 2018, but has since backed 
Israel’s attacks on Iran’s nuclear facilities and 
military top brass.

A key issue is that the United States is the 
only country with the huge “bunker buster” 
bombs that could destroy Iran’s crucial Fordo 
nuclear enrichment plant.

A number of key figures in his “Make 
America Great Again” movement have 
vocally opposed US strikes on Iran, and 
Trump’s promise to extract the United States 
from its “forever wars” in the Middle East 
played a role in his 2016 and 2024 election 
wins.

Israeli soldiers and first responders check the damage caused to a building from an Iranian strike in Beit She’an yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

Pakistan to nominate Trump
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan said on Saturday it would recommend 
U.S. President Donald Trump for the Nobel 
Peace Prize, an accolade that he has said he 
craves, for his work in helping to resolve the 
recent conflict between India and Pakistan.

Some analysts in Pakistan said the move 
might persuade Trump to think again about 
potentially joining Israel in striking Iran’s 
nuclear facilities. Pakistan has condemned 
Israel’s action as a violation of international 
law and a threat to regional stability.

In May, a surprise announcement by Trump 
of a ceasefire brought an abrupt end to a four-
day conflict between nuclear-armed foes India 
and Pakistan. Trump has since repeatedly said 
that he averted a nuclear war, saved millions of 
lives, and grumbled that he got no credit for it.

Pakistan agrees that U.S. diplomatic 
intervention ended the fighting, but India 

says it was a bilateral agreement between the 
two militaries.

“President Trump demonstrated great 
strategic foresight and stellar statesmanship 
through robust diplomatic engagement with 
both Islamabad and New Delhi, which de-
escalated a rapidly deteriorating situation,” 
Pakistan said. “This intervention stands as a 

testament to his role as a genuine peacemaker.”
Governments can nominate people for the 

Nobel Peace Prize. There was no immediate 
response from Washington. A spokesperson 
for the Indian government did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Trump has repeatedly said that he’s willing 
to mediate between India and Pakistan over the 
Kashmir region, their main source of enmity.

But his stance has upended U.S. policy 
in South Asia, which had favored India as a 
counterweight to China, and put in question 
previously close relations between Trump and 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

In a social media post on Friday, Trump gave 
a long list of conflicts he said he had resolved, 
including India and Pakistan and the Abraham 
accords in his first term between Israel and 
some Muslim-majority countries. He added: “I 
won’t get a Nobel Peace Prize no matter what 
I do.”

Western firms giving 
Russia tools to make 
weapons: Zelensky
AFP, Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky yesterday 
accused Western firms of supplying Russia with 
“machine tools” used to make weapons.

He said companies from Germany, the Czech 
Republic, South Korea and Japan were among them, 
as well as one business “supplying a small number of 
components from the United States.”

Ukraine has repeatedly warned its allies have not 
done enough to sanction Russia or curb its supply 
chains since it invaded in 2022.

“The Russian Federation receives machine tools 
from some countries –- machine tools that they use 
to manufacture weapons,” Zelensky said.

He said most of the companies supplying tools to 
Russia were from China, but that dozens of Western 
firms were also culpable.

“We have passed on all this information to all 
countries, our partners, everyone... We strongly urge 
everyone to impose sanctions on these companies,” 
the Ukrainian leader added.


