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Pintu, a p BNP Senior Joint Secretary

fighter and
father of
The  Daily
Star’'s  Planning Editor
Wasim Bin Habib, passed
away in Satkhira early
yesterday. He was 84.

He had been undergoing
treatment at a hospital. He
breathed his last around
4:30am due to age related
complications.

He is survived by
two sons, relatives, and
numerous well-wishers to
mourn his death.

Habibur Rahman took
part in the Liberation War
under Sector-9.

He was laid to rest with
state honour by the local
administration after the
Asr prayers yesterday at
the family graveyard in
Jugipukuria village under
Patkelghata Police Station
in Satkhira.

In a condolence
message, Dhaka Reporters
Unity  President  Abu
Saleh Akon and General
Secretary Mainul Hasan
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Rajshahi

it is not enough to bring it back
to life. Its halcyon days are long
gone. It hardly flows anymore

of slow death. A partial revival
attempt was made in 1972, shortly ~ The
after Bangladesh’s independence,

. F YU WaNT To
%% MAKE THE EARTH
I/ s FANTASTIC.

" & SAY NOTO

~

PLASTIC.

Activists under the banner of ‘Poshak Shramik Unnayan Janakalyan Sangstha’ form a human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka
yesterday, demanding a stop to plastic pollution to save the environment.
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The Narode tlows no more

any excavation of Narode river.
Barind Multipurpose
Development Authority

General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi
Ahmed yesterday accused
Indian policymakers of
conspiring to “rehabilitate”
the fallen Awami League.

“They [Indian
policymakers] cannot accept Sheikh Hasina’s
downfall. After the meeting between Dr
Muhammad Yunus and Tarique Rahman in
London, the neighbouring country began plotting
targeted conspiracies,” Rizvi said while speaking
to journalists in Pabna’s Chatmohar upazila.

Rizvi was there visiting veteran BNP leader Abu
Taher Pramanik alias Taher Thakur, who has been
suffering from illness.

Under the banner of the BNP family and on behalf
of acting Chairman Tarique Rahman, Rizvi also
provided financial assistance for Taher’s treatment.

The BNP leader said the people of the country
have started walking the path of democracy, but
the journey is far from over. “The conspiracies are
not over. Even now, many grassroots and national-
level BNP activists remain missing. Many are still
being harassed with false cases and arrests.”

He added, “The fascist era was horrifying. Today
we can speak freely. But from the moment Dr
Yunus and Tarique met, the neighbouring country
resumed its conspiracies.”

Rizvi alleged that the Awami League regime
looted public wealth for 16 years and laundered it
to countries like Canada and Malaysia.
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Sohel expressed profound
grief at the passing of
Wasim’s father.

They prayed for the
eternal peace of the
departed soul and conveyed
their heartfelt sympathy to
the bereaved family.

Photographer
Chanchal

Mahmood

Nno more
STAR REPORT

A legend

in the
country’s
fashion
photogra-
phy scene,
Chanchal
Mahmood, passed away
last night.

Photographer Shahadat
Parvez told the media
that Chanchal Mahmood
breathed his last around
9:00pm at Labaid Hospital
in Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Chanchal Mahmood
had been suffering from
illness for several years.
He was admitted to the
hospital four days ago.

Shahadat Parvez, who
was one of his students,
said, “His kidneys and heart
were in poor condition.
He had suffered five heart
attacks in the past. Today,
he had two more. In total,
he experienced seven heart
attacks.”

According to Shahadat
Parvez, Chanchal
Mahmood is likely to be
buried at Banani Graveyard
after the Zohr prayers
today.
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PRAYER
TIMING

JUNE21

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-05 12-45 5-00 6-52 8-17
JAMAAT 4-40 1-15 5-15 6-55 8-45
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A dry and cracked stretch of
land along the eastern edge of
Rajshahi is the only reminiscence
of a river that once flowed there
the Narode river.

A few shallow, narrow patches
of water can be scen along the
stretch following rains during
monsoon, but for rest of the year
the Narode remains a dead river,
clogged with silt and man-made
structures at its origin.

A tributary of the mighty
Padma, Narode originates near
Shahpur village, just eight
kilometres east of Rajshahi city,
past the Katakhali Dewanpara
crossing. It once stretched for
around 40 kilometres through
Shahpur,Pirgachha,and Paikpara
areas of Rajshahi, with hundreds
of small boats and dinghies
navigating this waterway. The
river also supported farming,
trade, and life of the local people.

Over the vyears, rampant
illegal grabbing and filling up of
the river to pave way [or various
establishments, fish farms and
mango orchards eventually led to
its doom.

“Monsoon brings some spark
of life to the river with water
accumulating in a few places. But

due to silt accumulation. We have
been witnessing the rivers’ slow,
painful death over the years,” said
Mahbub Siddiqui, a noted river
researcher who authored a book
on Narode river.

“Narode’s decline began long
ago due to natural and geological

disruptions. In 1823, a massive
flood hit the Padma river and
caused  significant  sediment
deposition at Narode’s origin,
obstructing its natural flow. Later,
a major earthquake occurred in
1897, somewhat altering the course
of the Padma. Due (o these events,
Narode gradually lost its flow, and
began to become fragmented into
disconnected sections in a process

when around 3-4 km stretch of the
river near Biraldaha area was re-
excavated,” Siddiqui said.
However, prolonged neglect,
siltation and encroachment left
the river indistinguishable from
surrounding land. Moreover, the
government haslong been leasing

the river’s land and adjoining
areas (o different individuals and
institutions, often for up to 99
years, he added.

Contacted, Nur Hossain Nirjhar,
upazila nirbahi officer of Puthia,
said, “We are aware of the river’s
plight and exploring possible
measures, but land grabbing and
siltation make it a difficult task.”

“We have not undertaken

(BMDA) was tasked with this
responsibility, and that too
around 2016,” said  Arifur
Rahman, executive engineer of
Bangladesh Water Development
Board in Rajshahi.

Contacted, Md Tarikul Alam,
executive director of BMDA,
acknowledged it.

“Yes, there was an initiative to
dredge parts of Narode. However,
it failed due to poor planning,
lack of follow-up and several
complexities,” he said.

Mahbub  Siddiqui  warned
of the larger picture. “Narode
is not alone. Many rivers in
northwestern Bangladesh are
dying. Without flow, without
care, the rivers either turn
into drains or simply cease to
exist. When a river dies, so do
the ecology, culture, and the
livelihood around it,” he said.

He urged authorities to view
Narode’s instance as a wake-up
call to focus efforts on water
management  and reviving
the country’s dying rivers and
wetlands.

“We must let rivers be rivers
again. Otherwise, we are only
writing our own obituary,” he
added.

Show ‘responsible
behaviour’ for
healthy coexistence

Asil urges political parties

BSS, Dhaka

Everyone’s responsible
behaviour is necessary (o
ensure good coexistence
of political parties with
the government, said
Local Government,
Rural Development and
Cooperatives Adviser Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain.

“The coexistence of political parties with the
government should not be damaged by any of our
decisions. To keep this relationship beautiful, I
think responsible behaviour of all isimportant,” he
wrote in a post on his verified Facebook account.

Asif said, “Ishraque Hossain is an idol of the young
generation. I think he has been misguided to fulfill
some political purpose and that is still being done.”

The adviser said he did not take the decision alone
regarding the project going to be taken in Dhaka
South City Corporation. “We are accountable to the
Council of Advisers and decisions come from there. I
am in charge of'it, so I carry it forward,” he said.

Six HSTU dorms
renamed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

The administration of Hajee Mohammad Danesh
Science and Technology University (HSTU) in
Dinajpur has renamed six residential halls and one
academic building.

The decision was made during the university’s
59th Regent Board meeting held on May 29.

An official order, signed by HSTU Registrar Prof M
Jahangir Kabir, was issued on June 2 to implement
the changes.

According to the order, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Hall has been renamed Bijoy 24
Hall, while Tajuddin Ahmad Hall is now Shaheed
Abrar Fahad Hall.

Sheikh Russel Hall has been renamed Shaheed
Nur Hossain Hall, and Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib
Hall is now Begum Rokeya Hall.

Meanwhile, Ivy Rahman Hall has been renamed
Nawab Faizunnesa Hall, and Dr M Wazed Miah
Academic Building is now the National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam Building.

Additionally, the administration has proposed
renaming Sheikh Sayera Khatun Hall after Begum
Khaleda Zia, pending formal consent from her
family, as stated in the official notice.

The changes come in response to demands
raised by students during the university’s anti-

New political
party BRP
launched

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
A new political party
named Bangladesh
Republic  Party (BRP)
was launched yesterday
under the leadership
of two former military
officers.

Several other ex-
military personnel are
also involved in leading

the party.
The party’s chiefl
adviser is Selim

Pradhan, who came into
the spotlight six years
ago after being arrested
in an online casino
scandal.

The formal
announcement of this
new party was made
in the afternoon at the
Central Shaheed Minar.

The names of the
central committee

Freelancing lifts Rabbani
out of despair

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Confined to a wheelchair with
no control over his lower body
and limited movement in both
his arms, 23-year-old Golam
Rabbani of Patuakhali’s Kalapara
has defied all odds to become a
successful freelancer, now earning
around Tk 50,000 a month.

Born with a severe physical
disability, Rabbani never had the
opportunity to attend school or
receive formal education. Until
2021, he considered himself a
burden, entirely dependent on
his aging and ailing parents. But
his unyielding willpower and
determination led him to turn his
life around.

From a tiny, dilapidated home
in Chinguria area of Kalapara
municipality, Rabbani began his
journey with just a second-hand

Android phone worth Tk 2,500.
Despite not even knowing the
alphabets, he started learning
from YouTube and other online
platforms. Despite the hurdles, he
completed several online courses,
gradually developing his skills as

a graphic designer. Then In June
2021, he earned his first Tk 100
from a freelancing opportunity.
The following month, the number
increased to Tk 1,300.

Rabbani then took a loan and

bought a computer and began
working around 10-15 hours a day.

“Even for basic needs like
bathing and using the toilet, I
depend on my father, who is sick
and unemployed,” Rabbani said.

His elder sister, Sweety Akter, is
also physically challenged, while
his 10-year-old sister Afsana is the
only able-bodied member of the
family.

Despite  these  challenges,
Rabbani has become the family’s
primary breadwinner and has
already paid off around Tk
5,00,000 of debt.

In 2024, one of his clients even
gifted him a battery-powered
wheelchair and upgraded tech
equipment, helping him work
more efliciently.

Rabbani now works from a
small wooden plank set beside his
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discrimination movement, which intensified in July

Ready 3 and 4-bedroom 1 )
cormner plot apartments for ast year. S . .
sale in North Banani. The university later formed a committee to

evaluate the proposals, confirmed the university’s

including two parking spaces. . : .
registrar M Jahangir Kabir.

Contact: 01700-764730,
01730-356664 D42
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CONSULTANCY OPPORTUNITIES Q{@

International Labour Organization (ILO) Dhaka invites applications
from interested National Consultant to conduct a targeted

technical assessment of key cross-cutting project interventions
and their effectiveness. The Terms of Reference (ToR) can be
downloaded from the United Nations Global Market Place
(UNGM) at https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/270019

The deadline for submission of proposal is Monday, July 07, 2025,
by 04:30 PM (BST time).

members were read out
by Sanjida Khan Deepti,
the mother of Shaheed
Anas, who died in the
July uprising.

The party president
is Lt Commander (retd)
Md Mehedi Hasan, and
general secretary Maj
(retd) Md Rajibul Hasan.
The chief adviser is Md
Selim Pradhan, senior
vice-president Saeed Ali
Sikder, vice-presidents
are Capt (retd) Shafiqul
Islam, Lt Col (retd)
Imran, Md Ayaz Ahmed,
Nasir Uddin, and Md
Bayezid.

Mehedi Hasan said,
“This is not politics for
votes; we have come
to do people’s politics.
We want to stand for
Bangladesh...”

STATUTORY NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
Company Matter No. 955 of 2025
IN THE MATTER OF:

Amn application under section 81{2), B1{3) and 396 of the Companies Act, 1994,

AND IN THE MATTER OF:
K. M. Rifastuzzaman Rocky, Managing Direcior, AKHTER MATTRESS INDUSTRIES
lﬁﬁﬁhﬂmg its Address: Plot No. 66, Block-1, Progoti Sharunt, Baridhara, P.5- Badds,

VERSUS — Petitioner.
The Regisrar of Joint Stock Comparies and Firms, 1, Kawran Bazar, TCB Bhaban,
Dinkn. — Rexpondent.

MNodsce is hereby given to all concerned that an applicathon under section B1(2) read with
Section B3(3) and Section 396 of the Companies Act, 1994 was filed before the Hon'ble
High Couri Divisiem of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh for condonation of the delay in
hodding the Annual Genernl Meeting of AKHTER MATTRESS INDUSTRIES LTD. for
the calendar years 2021, 2022, 2023 & 2024. The said petition was sccepted on
02/06/2025 by the Honomble Justice Mr. Ahmed Schel of the High Court Diviston, and
following the publication of this notice, the deadline for submitting compliance has been
st on or before 084172025, IF any person is interested in the snid 41|1[|Iir.arir|n. hefshe may
appenr ot the date of hearng either himsell or throagh his Mher Advocate. A copy of the
sand application may be obtained from the undersigned on payment of prescribed fees.
Ripon Chandra Bhowmik
Advaocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Gilorieana, Room No 123 (st Floor), 16, Purana Paltan,
Dihnka- 1000, Mob: 01 747-370627,

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

COMPANY MATTER NO. 930 OF 2025
IN THE MATTER OF:

An application under Section 81(2) read with Section 83(3) and Section 3% of The
Companies Act, 1994 for condonntion of delay in holding Annual General Mecting of the
f"'ﬂﬂpllﬂ'\' o the cnlendar your 2022, 2023, 2024 and 125
AND IN THE MATTER OF:

Major General Syed Fatemy Ahmed Roamy (Retd.). — Petitioner
VERSUS
Registrar of Joumt Stock Companies and Firms and anolhes e RH-EE"“(!”U

Naotice is hereby given 1o oll concemed that un application under Section 81(2) read with
Section #5 (3) and Section 396 of the Companies Act 1994 i filed before the [-I.\u'hlc_

High Court Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh praying for condonation of
delay in holding Annual General Meeting of the Compamy, Acme Al Limited for the
calendar year 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025, The Honble Company Bench of the Hon'bla
High Court Division was pleased 1o admit the said application on 0 06 2025, Any person,
interested to oppose the =aid application, may do so by appearing before: the Company
Bench of the Hon'ble High Court Division either personally or through his duly suthorized
leamned Advocate, Copy of the application may be obtained from the undersigned on

payment of prescribed charge. Dip Biswas

Advecute, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
For the Petitioner, Room Mo, 8051, Shohrwardi Bhaban,
.‘iuprr,'lnc Court Hor Associntson, Dhaks




