“Any additional
military interventions
— could have enormous
T consequences, not only
== * for those involved, but
=N for the whole region.”

UN chief Antonio Guterres on
Israel-Iran conflict
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SWISS BANKS

Funds linked
to Bangladesh
hit 3-year high

Jumped (o 589.5m francs in 2024

from 17.7m the previous year
REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Bangladeshi-linked funds parked in Swiss banks gurgcd
to 589.5 million Swiss francs, or about Tk 8,800 crore, in
2024, their highest level in three years, according to data
released by the Swiss National Bank (SNB) yesterday.

The sharp rise, which marked a stark reversal after
two years of steep decline, coincided with a tumultuous

EC drafts stricter
electoral code

Adds provision to cancel

candidacy for serious breach
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission is set to adopt a stricter
electoral code of conduct with a provision to disqualify
any candidate for serious breach of conduct.

The newly finalised draft also includes other stricter
penalties for breaches of conduct.

The draft makes it mandatory for all political parties
and candidates to formally commit in writing that they
would follow the code.

There is a new provision for candidates to present their
manifestos from a specific platform simultaneously.

Campaign posters will be prohibited in a bid to make
the election environment-friendly and disciplined.

Besides, members of the advisory council will not

be able to participate in any election campaign as the
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

A drone photo shows the damage at the impacted site following a missile attack from Iran on Israel’s Holon
yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

BANGLADESHI DEPOSITS IN SWISS BANKS
(in million Swiss francs)

o “Two weeks for diplomacy’

800 : . o :
700 Trump says US to decide during this window on its
' involvement in the escalating Iran-Israel conflict
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100 US President Donald Trump yesterday said he
0 will decide whether to attack Iran within the
| | | | next two weeks due to a “substantial” chance
2019 2024 of negotiations, as Israel and its regional rival
traded fire for a seventh day.

White House Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt read out a message from Trump at
a briefing, saying there had been “a lot of
speculation” about whether the United States
would be “directly involved.”

“Based on the fact that there’s a substantial
chance of negotiations that may or may not take
place with Iran in the near future, I will make my
decision whether or not to go within the next
two weeks,” Leavitt quoted Trump as saying.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES
‘Armed forces

not involved but
were aware’

Says inquiry commission
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Although not institutionally involved, the armed forces
were aware of the enforced disappearances that took place
during the 15-year Awami League regime, according to
the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances.

“Institutionally, the Bangladesh Armed Forces were
not involved in enforced disappearances. However, their
officers who had been deputed to the Rab, DGFI, and NSI
have been found to be complicit in the acts of enforced
disappearances,” Justice Moyeenul, chairman of the
commission, told a press conference at the commission’s
Gulshan office yesterday.

) Israel says Khamenei ‘cannot exist’

7 Iranian missiles hit Israeli military
sites, hospital

2 lIsrael steps up attacks on Iranian
defence, nuclear sites

D Iran FM to meet top European
diplomats today

2 Putin, Xi urge diplomatic solution

political transition in Bangladesh last year. Analysts said
the upheaval may have triggered a wave of capital outflows
as politically connected individuals sought to stash their
assets abroad.

This increase in offshore funds during a year of
uprising raises questions about Bangladesh’s ability to
stem suspicious outflows.

“It’s not just about Swiss banks any more. From Dubai
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