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2 girls found 
dead in pond
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

The bodies of two girls 
-- who had been missing 
since Tuesday noon -- were 
recovered from a pond in 
Bottala Chhankanda area 
of Sribardi upazila, Sherpur 
yesterday morning.

The deceased were 
identified as Swapna 
Begum, 6, daughter of truck 
driver Swapan Mia; and 
Sakal Begum, 7, daughter 
of Selim Mia. Both were 
residents of the Betalbari 
area at Tinani Chhankanda 
village in Sribardi.

Quoting locals, Md 
Anwar Zahid, OC of Sribardi 
Police Station, said the two 
children went to bathe in 
a pond adjacent to their 
houses and went missing 
around 12:00pm on Tuesday.

As they did not return 
home by evening, their 
families launched a search 
and announced their 
disappearance through 
loudspeakers in the area.

In the morning, locals 
found the bodies floating 
in the pond inside a fish 
farm around 9:00am and 
informed police. 

On information, police 
recovered the bodies and 
sent those to Sherpur 
General Hospital morgue 
for autopsy. Police started 
investigation into the 
incident. An unnatural 
death case was lodged with 
the police station.

Stay prepared 
for free, fair 
election
IGP urges DMP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Inspector General of Police 
Baharul Alam yesterday 
called upon police officials 
to remain mentally prepared 
to ensure a free and fair 
national election, according 
to a DMP press release.

“Maintaining law and 
order and ensuring public 
safety are responsibilities 
of the police,” the IGP 
said while addressing the 
monthly crime review 
meeting for May 2025 
at the Bangladesh Police 
Auditorium in Rajarbagh.

DMP Commissioner 
Sheikh Mohammad Sazzat 
Ali stressed that a peaceful 
and participatory election 
must be ensured for the 
greater national interest, 
beyond political affiliations.

Additional Police 
Commissioner (Admin) 
Faruk Ahmed warned about 
possible subversive activities 
by banned political outfits 
and stressed heightened 
vigilance. 

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Inadequate supply of ducklings 
and hatching eggs from Kurigram 
Regional Duck Breeding Farm leaves 
local duck farmers in the district 
growingly frustrated.

Many farmers claimed they are 
not receiving their orders on time 
despite placing advance bookings, 
making it increasingly difficult to 
operate their farms profitably. 

The government-run 
farm, established in 
2016 on three acres 
of land, supplies 
ducklings and eggs 
of improved breeds, 
such as Khaki 
Campbell from the 
UK and Jingding 
from China. 
Although its annual 
production target is 
50,000 ducklings, actual 
demand reportedly exceeds 
two lakh. 

Farmers said each duckling from 
the farm costs Tk 25, while those of 
the same breed sell for Tk 80-100 
each in the open market. With the 
farm failing to meet demand, many 
are forced to buy ducklings from 
private suppliers at higher prices, 
thereby witnessing a sharp rise in 
operational cost. Some farmers 
alleged that the farm authorities give 

priority to certain preferred clients.
“No matter how many times I go 

to the farm, I can’t get the Khaki 
Campbell or Jingding ducklings or 
eggs,” said Noor Islam, 55, a duck 
farmer from Jatrapur village under 
Kurigram Sadar upazila, adding, 
“While local breeds lay 80–100 eggs 
per year, these improved varieties 
lay 230–250, which makes a big 
difference in profitability.”

Jahid Hossain, 50, a farmer 
from Mogolbasa village 

under same upazila, 
said, “I collect around 

250–300 ducklings 
from the farm 
yearly. These breeds 
are very profitable, 
but due to the 
supply shortage, 

I can’t expand 
production the way I 

had planned.”
Monsur Ali, 45, a farmer 

from Char Gorokmondol 
under Phulbari upazila, called upon 
the government to take urgent steps 
to increase the farm’s production 
and supply to cater to the growing 
demand and thereby help this 
promising sector to grow.

According to sources at the 
breeding farm, it currently houses 
800 layer ducks and 140 drakes. Each 
layer duck lays around 230–250 eggs 

KURIGRAM DUCK BREEDING FARM

Duckling supply 
crunch frustrates 

farmers
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A rickshaw-van driver transports used plastic drums collected from different areas for resale. With the growing popularity of rooftop 
gardening and similar ventures, demand for these affordable drums is high. Depending on size and quality, each sells for Tk 600-800. The 
photo was taken opposite the railway station in Khulna city yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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Imran Haider 
named new 
Pak envoy to 
Bangladesh
UNB, Dhaka

Pakistan 
has named 
Imran 
Haider as 
its new 
high commissioner to 
Bangladesh, indicating 
that Syed Ahmed Maroof is 
not returning to Dhaka.

“Yes, Imran Haider has 
been named as the new 
High Commissioner of 
Pakistan to Bangladesh. It 
will take time to take up the 
responsibility as routine 
procedure to be followed,” 
a senior official told UNB.

Imran Haider is currently 
serving as Pakistan high 
commissioner to Myanmar. 

Syed Ahmed Maroof 
was Pakistan’s high 
commissioner to 
Bangladesh since October 
2023.  In May this year, 
he left Dhaka on a two-
week leave which sparked 
various speculations.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

At least 135 people were killed and 139 others 
injured in 153 road accidents in Tangail throughout 
2024, according to data from the office of the 
superintendent of police.

The death toll marked a significant rise from 
2023, when 91 people were killed and 84 injured 
in 99 reported accidents. In 2024, fatalities were 
highest in March with 21 deaths, followed by June 
(19) and February (18). 

Despite improvements in road infrastructure, 
accidents continue to rise due to a lack of strong 
preventive action, officials said.

During the Eid-ul-Azha holidays alone, seven 
people lost their lives in road accidents.

Police attributed the majority of crashes to 
speeding. Drivers, especially of three-wheelers and 
motorcycles, often race each other, increasing the 
risk of fatal collisions. Other causes include reckless 
overtaking, unfit vehicles, driver incompetence, 
and widespread traffic rule violations.

“Bus and truck drivers often leave their helpers 
at the steering wheel, which leads to many 
avoidable accidents,” said Delwar Hossain, traffic 
inspector in Tangail. 

He emphasised the need for driver training and 
awareness.
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TANGAIL DISTRICT

Road crashes killed 
135 in 2024: cops


