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A policeman hauls away five unauthorised battery-powered rickshaws near Shyamoli on Mirpur Road in the capital. Although 
banned on city streets over safety concerns, these three-wheelers are a source of livelihood for the drivers and an affordable 
mode of transport for many commuters. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Bangladesh’s Mushfiqur Rahim thanks heavens after reaching 150 during the 
second day of the first Test against hosts Sri Lanka in Galle yesterday. The 
Bangladesh veteran, however, could not get a fourth double century as he was 
dismissed for 163, triggering a collapse which saw the visitors lose five wickets 
for 26 runs to end the day at 484 for nine. PHOTO: AFP
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The Tigers 
dominate 
before late 
collapse
AFP, Galle

Bangladesh continued 
their dominance over Sri 
Lanka on the second day 
of the first Test Wednesday, 
finishing at a commanding 
484 for nine -- despite a few 
late breakthroughs by the 
hosts.

The Tigers resumed on 
292 for three overnight 
and turned the screws on 
a batting-friendly wicket, 
with Mushfiqur Rahim and 
Najmul Hossain Shanto 
extending their record-
breaking partnership.

The 264-run partnership 
finally ended when Shanto 
fell for 148, deceived in the 
air as he attempted to drive 
one.

Mushfiqur kept going 
with wicketkeeper Litton 
Das before finally falling for 
163, a marathon knock that 
spanned nearly nine hours 
and 350 balls.

Das piled on further 
misery for Sri Lanka with a 
brisk 90 off 123 deliveries, 
cashing in on tired bowlers 
and some loose fielding.

He was particularly 
severe on the spinners, 
using his feet to good effect 
to lift the ball cleanly over 
the in-field.

Litton eventually 
perished attempting a 
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES

There can be no
justice if culprits
hold power: UN

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

If perpetrators remain in positions of authority, there 
can be no victim-centred prosecution, said the United 
Nations Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary 
Disappearances (WGEID) at a briefing in the capital 
yesterday.

The event, organised by the UN Resident Coordinator’s 
Office at Bishwa Sahitya Kendra, was part of the working 
group’s final day of a four-day visit to Bangladesh.

Speaking at the briefing, WGEID Vice Chairperson Dr 
Grażyna Baranowska, said, “We have heard many times 
here that perpetrators are in positions of authority, and 
this is the core issue that needs to be addressed.

“I’m not surprised 
that families are 

afraid to file police 
cases if the person 
responsible for the 

disappearance is 
still in the same building.” 

Dr Grażyna Baranowska, vice chairperson of WGEID
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SECOND EDITION

Chikungunya 
resurfaces, adds 
to health woes
IEDCR detects 337 
suspected cases in  
January-May
TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY and  

HELEMUL ALAM

As the country grapples with rising cases of 
coronavirus and mosquito-borne dengue, 
there has been a resurgence of another 
mosquito-borne disease, Chikungunya, in 
Dhaka.

From January 1 to May 28,  at least 
337 suspected Chikungunya cases 
were reported. Of these, 153 cases were 
confirmed by RT-PCR tests, says a recent 
report of the Institute of Epidemiology, 
Disease Control and Research (IEDCR).

The viral disease, transmitted by virus-
bearing Aedes mosquitoes, causes sudden 
fever, severe joint pain, intense headache, 
muscle pain, and rash.

Since the numbers of dengue and 
Covid-19 cases have been rising for weeks, 
more Chikungunya cases could place 
a significant burden on the healthcare 
system, public health experts warn.
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DENGUE INFECTION

13 Dhaka wards 
at high risk
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Some 13 wards across the two city 
corporations in the capital have been 
identified as high-risk zones for dengue, 
with seven under Dhaka South City 
Corporation and six under Dhaka North.

In these wards, the density of Aedes 
mosquito larvae, the primary vector for 
dengue, exceeds the critical threshold, 
according to a pre-monsoon survey 
conducted jointly by the Communicable 
Disease Control programme of the 
Directorate General of Health Services, 
and the Institute of Epidemiology, Disease 
Control, and Research.

Aedes larvae density is measured using 
the Breteau Index (BI), which assesses the 
number of positive containers per 100 
houses inspected. A BI over 20 indicates an 
uncontrollable situation and a heightened 
risk of a dengue outbreak, according to 
global standards.

Among the 99 wards surveyed across 
DNCC and DSCC in February, March and 
May, 13 exceeded the BI threshold of 20. 

The survey found DNCC’s ward 12 (BI: 
26.67); wards 2, 8 and 34 (BI: 23.33 each); 
and wards 13 and 22 (BI: 20 each) to be at 
high risk.

In DSCC, wards 31 and 41 (BI: 26.67 
each); wards 3, 46 and 47 (BI: 23.33 each); 
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Parties row over 

constitutional 

council
BNP disagrees with Jamaat, 
NCP on who should appoint 

heads of key bodies
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP and like-minded parties are at odds with other 
political parties, including Jamaat-e-Islami, National 
Citizen Party, and Islami Andolon Bangladesh, over the 
proposal for forming a National Constitutional Council 
(NCC).

According to reform proposals, the constitutional 
council would be an independent authority that will 
appoint key constitutional officeholders, including the 
chief election commissioner, Anti-Corruption Commission 
chairman, and members of the Public Service Commission. 
The goal is to reduce the executive’s unchecked authority 
and introduce institutional checks and balances.

The issue dominated yesterday’s session of the second 
phase of the National Consensus Commission’s talks at 
the Foreign Service Academy in Dhaka. 

Although three items were on the agenda, the 
discussions focused mainly on the constitutional council 
and the powers of the president.
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Iran will not accept  
‘imposed war or peace’

Says Khamenei, vows ‘irreparable damage’ to US if it intervenes;  
Trump says ‘patience has run out’ with Iran, weighs options 

Trump tells Putin to end Ukraine war 
before mediating ME conflict 
China fears conflict may get ‘out of 
control’

Israel hits 40 defence, missile sites 
Iran fires hypersonic missiles, drones
Russia warns world ‘millimetres away 
from catastrophe’

AGENCIES

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei yesterday said the nation 
would never surrender as demanded by 
President Donald Trump and warned the 
United States it would face “irreparable 
damage” if it intervenes in support of its 
ally.

The speech came six days into 
the conflict, with Trump demanding 
Iran’s “unconditional surrender” while 
boasting the United States could kill 
Khamenei and fuelling speculation 
about a possible intervention.

Yesterday, Trump said he was 
considering whether the United States 
would join Israeli strikes on Iran and 
said that Tehran had reached out to seek 
negotiations on ending the conflict.

Trump added that his patience “had 
already run out” with Iran and repeated 
his call for the Islamic republic’s 
“unconditional surrender.”

Amid the escalating war, with 
attacks being carried out daily on Iran’s 
nuclear and defence sites, Russia’s 
foreign ministry yesterday warned that 

the world was “millimetres away from 
catastrophe”. 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov has warned that direct 
US military assistance to Israel could 
radically destabilise the situation in the 
Middle East.

Meanwhile, Chinese foreign minister 
Wang Yi said Beijing was “deeply 
concerned” that the conflict “may get 
out of control”.

“Israel’s acts of disregarding 

international law and international rules 
has caused the situation in the Middle 
East to suddenly become tense, and China 
is also deeply concerned that the situation 
may get out of control,” Wang told his 
Egyptian counterpart in a phone call, 
China’s foreign ministry said yesterday.

The conflict began Friday, when Israel 
launched a massive bombing campaign 
that prompted Iran to respond with 
missiles and drones.
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