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S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

A vital road and a bridge along the Bangladesh-
India border in Lalmonirhat’s Kaliganj upazila are at 
risk of collapsing as erosion of the Maldah river has 
intensified. 

The nearly 500-metre road was originally 18 feet 
wide. However, it has now shrunk to around 9-10 feet 
due to erosion. The bridge, located nearby, is also at 
risk of being washed away at any moment.

The road serves as a key patrol route for Border 
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) personnel along the border. 
If it collapses entirely, it could severely disrupt BGB 
vigilance in the area, raising concern among both BGB 
officials and local residents.

According to locals, the erosion has been worsening 
over the last one year. So far, the river devoured at least 
10 homesteads and around 50 bighas of cropland in 
Bogurapara and Malgarapara villages. As monsoon 
looms this year, more than 50 homesteads and nearly 
200 bighas of arable land are now vulnerable. 

Locals expressed concern that the erosion will intensify 
further during monsoon, and urged the Bangladesh 
Water Development Board to take immediate preventive 
measures.

“My homestead and three bighas of cropland were 
lost to the river, leaving me with no choice but to relocate 

elsewhere,” said Ismail Hossain, 58, of Bogurapara 
village, adding, “If the road and bridge also collapse, we’ll 
be completely cut off from the district town and other 
areas.”

Bulbuli Bewa, 65, of Malgarapara shared her plight. 
“My house and half bigha of land are gone. If the 

erosion continues, more families will be left destitute,” 
she said.

Ramjan Ali, panel chairman of Gorol Union 
Parishad, said, “Just two years ago, the river was about 
400 metres away from the road. However, last year’s 
erosion brought it alarmingly close to devouring the 
entire road.”
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Maldah river erosion 
threatens vital road, bridge
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Child’s body 
recovered in 
Netrokona
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Netrokona

Police yesterday recovered 
the body of a six-year-old 
boy from a slaughterhouse 
in Madan upazila of 
Netrokona.

The deceased was 
identified as Sourav, son 
of Soibullah of Deosohila 
village and a pre-primary 
student at a local primary 
school. 

Bonar Chowdhury, 
the owner of the 
slaughterhouse, said he 
found the child’s blood-
covered body while 
cleaning the shed at around 
9:30am, and informed 
locals. Neighbours and 
family members of the 
deceased later came and 
identified the body, he 
added.

According to the 
victim’s family and local 
residents, Sourav had 
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JUST ex-VC Abdus 
Sattar sent to jail 
in graft case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A Jashore court yesterday sent Prof Dr Abdus Sattar, 
former vice-chancellor of Jashore University of 
Science and Technology (JUST), to jail in a corruption 
case filed by the Anti-Corruption Commission in 
2023.

Jashore Senior District and Sessions Judge Sheikh 
Nazmul Alam passed the order after rejecting his 
bail plea.

Earlier yesterday, he surrendered before the court 
and sought bail in the case.

Prof Sattar was taken into custody after the 
court’s order.

Two others accused in the case -- Abdur Rouf, 
former deputy director (planning and development) 
of JUST, and Dr Kamal Uddin, former pro-VC of 
Islamic University -- are currently out on bail.

ACC public prosecutor Sirajul Islam confirmed 
the matter to The Daily Star.

According to the case statement, Jashore ACC 
Deputy Director Al-Amin filed the case on August 
21, 2023, against Prof Abdus Sattar and two others 
over allegation of corruption in a recruitment in 
2009.

According to the charge sheet submitted 
following an investigation into the case, Abdur 
Rouf had applied for the post of assistant director 
(Planning and Development) of JUST. Although he 
did not meet the required experiences for the post, 
the selection board led by Prof Abdus Sattar, then 
VC of JUST, recommended him first for that post 
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