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Locals block
railway, seek
train stop at
Charghat
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[.ocals take it
upon themselves
%ﬂw to repair road
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Residents of Gournagar and Binnabari villages
under Pabna’s Chatmohar upazila have initiated
construction of a one-kilometre rural road to
connect Chhoy Ani Beel after their demand
remained ignored by local authorities for long.

Chhoy Ani Beel is a prominent waterbody
within the Chalan Beel wetland where multiple
crops, including paddy, are cultivated across 500
hectares of land.

The earthen road has long been a cause of
sufferings to local farmers as they face immense
hassle to transport their crops after harvest using it.

On Saturday, residents of the two villages began
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Train services on the Rajshahi-
Dhaka route were briefly disrupted
yesterday morning after residents of
Rajshahi’s Charghat upazila staged
a blockade, demanding an intercity
train stop at Nandangachhi Railway
Station.

The blockade began around
6:30am  when locals, under the
banner of “People of Charghat from
All Walks of Life”, gathered on the
tracks near Nandangachhi station.

They halted the Sagordari Express
by waving red cloths as it approached,
confirmed Rajshahi Railway Station
Manager Moin Uddin.

He said, “The blockade ended
at 845am after two hours of
demonstration. Other than the
Sagordari Express to Khulna, only the
Silk City Express to Dhaka was delayed
in its departure from Rajshahi due to
the protest. All other trains departed
on schedule.”

Fasy bike
driver found
dead in river

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur
Police recovered the body of a
battery-run easy bike driver from
the Chandana river near Chandpur
Bridge area under Rajbari’s Kalukhali
upazila yesterday morning.

The deceased was identified as
Aslam Pramanik, 42, said Kalukhali
Police  Station  Officer-in-Charge
Mohammad Zahedur Rahman.

The body has been sent to the
Rajbari Sadar Hospital morgue
for a post-mortem examination,
said the OC, adding that they are
investigating whether it was a case of
murder.

Efforts are underway to trace the
missing vehicle, he added.

Aslam, who had previously worked
as a manager at a brick kiln, had
purchased the vehicle six months
ago and had since been driving it to
support his family.

Quoting family members, police
said Aslam left home with the three-
wheeler around 10:00am on Tuesday.
His last phone conversation with his
wife was around noon.

When he did not return home in
the evening and stopped responding
to calls — his phone was found
switched off around 10:00pm -
relatives began searching for him.

Under the banner “People of Charghat from All Walks of Life,” locals staged a blockade yesterday, demanding that intercity trains
stop at Nandangachhi Railway Station. The protest began at 6:30am and lasted for two hours, delaying the Sagordari Express to

the work to turn the earthen road to a brick road,
which would in turn enable the farmers to bring
their harvest from the waterbody conveniently.
Some villagers contributed by raising fund for
bricks, sand and other raw materials for the road-

Khulna and the Silk City Express to Dhaka.
making, while others came forward with manual
labour for the initiative. They aim to complete the

Guava growers brace for low
output amid adverse weather | ™ ik
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Chhoy Ani Beel, local
farmers have long
been suffering,” said
Mostadul Haque, a
=) local resident.
' “Villagers
- have long been
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Farmers in Pirojpur’s Nesarabad upazila
are anxious about a possible low yield
of guava this year due to unfavourable
weather conditions. Many fear they will
not get the expected output from their
orchards.

Harvesting is set to begin within a
month in the upazila, where guava has
been grown commercially for centuries.
The fruit is supplied to local markets and
then transported to various parts of the
country by wholesale buyers.

Local farmers said the flowering period
saw very little rainfall, resulting in a large
number of flowers falling prematurely.

“As a result, a huge number of flowers
dropped,” said Mehedi Hasan, a farmer
from Atghor village, adding that growers
are worried about the eventual yield.

He said guava trees require adequate
water during flowering, but it is nearly
impossible for farmers to irrigate vast
orchard areas.

“Even moving inside the orchards is not
casy,” he added.

Another farmer, Raju Mollah, said they
have been witnessing lower production
over the past few years due to adverse
weather.

“Fven last year, we couldn’t earn

SC upholds 39-pt judicial code

e construction of
%& ~/ a  submersible
™ 4 road to connect
to Chhoy Ani Beel,
but the authorities
concerned took no
steps to this end. So the
villagers came forward (o
construct the road as a self-initiative,” said Md
Abdur Rouf, a former union parishad member.

“We need to harvest our paddy but the incessant
rain over the past few days left the earthen road
in such a sorry state that no wheels can run on it,
making it nearly impossible to transport our crop
from the waterbody,” Shahin Alom, a local farmer.

“As such, we are all working together to
construct a brick road. Hopefully, the work will be
completed within a week,” he added.

Constructed, Musa Naser Chowdhury, upazila
nirbahi officer of Chatmohar, said they have a
plan for constructing a road in the area.

“Local villagers have long demanded for a
submersible road there. I will visit the area soon
with a technical team in this regard. After getting
a report from experts we will submit a project
proposal to this end,” the UNO said.

enough by selling guava because there was
a crisis of wholesale buyers during the July
Uprising, which coincided with the peak
season,” he said.

However, farmers believe that a good
price this year could help offset losses
caused by poor yield.

unrest caused by the July Uprising.

“This year, farmers will be able to get a
good price for their produce if there is no
unrest in the country,” he said.

According to the Nesarabad upazila
agriculture office, guava is cultivated on
600 hectares of land in the upazila, with
over 1,300 farmers involved.

Most of the guava is grown in Atghar
Kuriana and parts of nearby Jalabari
union, while some is also produced in the
adjacent Kirtipasha union of Jhalakathi
Sadar upazila.

Nihar  Halder, a sub-assistant
agriculture officer of Nesarabad upazila,
said it is difficult to predict the extent
of the drop in production before the
harvesting period begins.

He added that last year, farmers faced
difficulties in selling guava due to the
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It called on all major
political parties, including
BNP, to adopt these
positions as part of a
collective move toward
democratic transition.
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from political control to
protect citizens without fear
or favour.”

Sheikh Hafizur Rahman
Karzon, law professor at
Dhaka University, said, “A
real commission could hold
influential violators, often
state-linked, accountable.”

Experts also questioned
the NHRC's dependence
on foreign funding and its
failure to utilise legal powers.

Although  empowered
by Article 102 of the
Constitution to file petitions
on behalf of victims, it
rarely exercises this right,
weakening its  credibility.

functioning NHRC is critical,
she said.

“The commission could
have been a refuge for
abused women,” she said.
“Instead, its silence leaves
them powerless.”

To enable the selection
commiittee to function amid
vacancies, the government
amended the NHRC Act on
November 20 last year.

The ordinance allows any
member to chair meetings
in the absence of the
chairperson and states that
flaws in the committee’s
composition ~ will  not
invalidate its proceedings.

times on his mobile phone
and also sent text messages
for comments but got no
response.

Several  other NHRC
officials said they are
still in the dark about
the commission’s
reconstitution.

Dr Mizanur Rahman
identified three urgent
reforms to secure full
accreditation: reducing
government control,
allowing the commission to
investigate law enforcement
abuses, and ensuring
financial independence
from the law ministry.

Not only in Mohipur and
Alipur, but also in Dhosh,
Ashakhali, Lalua’s Buro
Jalia, and Chandupara,
fishermen were preparing
for their midnight journey
to the sea.

Kalapara Upazila Senior
Fisheries  Officer  Apu
Saha said, “The aim of the
ban was to ensure hilsa
breeding and conserve
biodiversity.”

[Our  correspondents
from Barishal and
Patuakhali contributed to
this report.|

known zamindar, Deben
Lal Roy  Chowdhury,
eventually moved o
Kolkata, India, where he

is currently under the
supervision of Bangladesh
Agricultural Development
Corporation.

the site properly, it has
the potential to become a
major tourist attraction,”
he added.

Children among 5 drown
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bathing in the Bairan River.
Fire service personnel later
recovered his body near
the Hatbairan Kumarpara
area in the uparzila, said
Mamun Bhuiyan, inspector
(investigation) of Gopalpur
Police Station.

Jahidul, who was visiting
a picnic spot in Basail
upazila with his friends,
drowned in Chapra Beel,
a nearby swamp, around
3:00pm.

“He was brought dead to
the hospital,” said Dr Nahid
Khan Sohag, in charge of

the emergency department
at Basail Upazila Health
Complex.

“The body is in police
custody. The family of
the deceased has been
informed,” said  Farid
Ahmed, a sub-inspector of
Basail Police Station.



