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“We are looking into 
potential solutions and will 
consult with environmental 
experts and the environment 
adviser to explore what 
can be done within legal 
frameworks,” the DFO 
added.

Zakir Hosain, executive 
engineer of Roads and 
Highways in Habiganj, said, 
“We have installed signs in 
the forest area, encouraging 
drivers to slow down and 
avoid honking.”

“While we do have 
specific policies regarding 
installation of speed 
breakers, the Forest 
Department has not 
formally consulted or 
communicated with us on 
this matter. If they reach out, 
we will certainly look into it.”
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Moulvibazar

A portion of the access road 
to the scenic Madhabkunda 
Waterfall and Ecopark 
collapsed recently following 
incessant rains over past few 
days, prompting fresh calls 
for long-term solutions.

Local residents and 
tourism operators alleged 
that mismanagement and 
lack of regular maintenance 
have turned the road 
hazardous.

With more rainfall 
expected during monsoon, 
further collapses, flooding, 
and broader structural 
failure will likely happen 
unless prompt steps are 
taken, they added.

“Heavy downpours and 
landslides between May 27 

and June 1 severely damaged 
nearly one-kilometre stretch 
of the internal road. In many 
spots, the road has sunk to 
around three feet depth,” 
said Shifat Mia, a local 
resident.

Visiting the tourist site 
recently, this correspondent 
observed that the soil 
beneath the road in front 
of a restaurant had been 
washed away, giving way 
to large cracks. Several 
other sections have also 
subsided similarly, and the 
surrounding railings and 
security walls have sustained 
heavy damage.

Around 31 metres of 
the access road collapsed, 
while the guide wall 
adjacent to the road has also 
developed cracks, said Md 
Rezaul Mridha, assistant 
conservator of forests, 
Barlekha Range.

In response, the Forest 
Department conducted 
emergency repairs using 
sandbags to restore limited 
access. Red flags have been 
placed along hazardous 

stretches of the road to warn 
visitors, he added.

“This is not the first time 
such damage has occurred. 
A similar collapse happened 
in 2017 following landslides 
triggered by heavy rainfall,” 
the official said.

“We came to visit here for 
the first time. The natural 
beauty of the waterfall is 
breathtaking, but we had 
no idea that the road was 
in such a sorry state,” said 
Abdul Alim, a student from 
Sirajganj who came to visit 
with three friends.

“This is peak season for 
us, especially during Eid, 
but visitor numbers have 
dropped significantly as 
the access road collapsed,” 
Jewel Ahmed, a local 
videographer.

“Despite the damage, 
there have been no untoward 
incidents so far. We are 
prioritising visitor safety,” 
said Suman Singh, a sub-
inspector of Madhabkunda 
Tourism Police.

MADHABKUNDA WATERFALL AND ECOPARK

Portion of access road 
collapses after heavy 

downpour
Visitor number drops over safety concern

Children among 
5 drown in 3 dists
STAR REPORT

At least five people, including two children, 
drowned in Kishoreganj, Sylhet, and Tangail 
districts yesterday.

In Kishoreganj, two children drowned in a pool 
near their house at Pitua village in Karimganj 
upazila in the afternoon.

The deceased are Yasmin Akhter, 8, daughter of 
Shafiqul Islam, and her cousin Taiyiba Akhter, 9, 
daughter of Russell Mia of the same village. They 
were both third-grade students at a local primary 
school.

Yasmin and Taiyiba went to bathe in the pool 
around 12:30pm. As they were late returning 
home, family members went to the spot and found 
them stuck in the mud under the water. 

They were rescued and taken to Karimganj 
Upazila Health Complex, where the doctors 
declared them dead, said Dr Riyad Shahed, upazila 
health and family planning officer.

In Sylhet, a teenage tourist drowned while 
bathing in a waterbody at Jaflong Zero Point 
under Gowainghat upazila in the afternoon.

The deceased was identified as Mahi, 15, son 
of Jamil Ahmed of the Shahidpara area under 
Bayezid Police Station in Chattogram.

Sarkar Mohammad Toufayel Ahmed, officer-
in-charge of Gowainghat Police Station, said Mahi 
drowned around 1:45pm while visiting the spot 
with his friends.

His body was recovered at around 2:00pm 
and sent to Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical College 
Hospital for autopsy. His family has been informed, 
the OC added.

In Tangail, two youths drowned in separate 
incidents in Gopalpur and Basail upazilas in the 
afternoon.

The deceased were identified as Mustafa 
Shaharyal Nehal, 22, a student of BRAC University 
and resident of Dhaka’s Rampura, and Jahidul 
Islam, 17, of Bhaua village under Saturia upazila in 
Manikganj.

Nehal, who had gone to attend a wedding, 
drowned while trying to save his cousin while 
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LAKUTIA ZAMINDAR PALACE

Restoration effort 
underway

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

The Department of Archaeology has 
initiated restoring the iconic Lakutia 
Zamindar Palace in Barishal Sadar upazila 
to its former glory. 

The restoration work for the severely 
dilapidated two-storey mansion 
commenced on May 4, according to the 
Barishal Divisional Museum authority.

Visiting the site recently, this 
correspondent observed that brick 
pillars were being erected to reinforce the 
building’s structure, while preparations 
were underway to construct a roof using 
clay tiles brought from Satkhira.

Arifur Rahman, assistant custodian of 
the Barishal Divisional Museum, confirmed 

that the project is being implemented 
under a Tk 60 lakh tender. The current 
phase covers brickwork and roof tiling. 
In phases, issues with the palace’s doors, 
windows, floors, and lighting will also be 
addressed.

“We are trying to restore the palace to its 
former self, exactly as it appears in historical 
photographs,” said Lovely Yasmin, regional 
director (Khulna and Barishal divisions) of 
DoA.

According to the museum authority, 
the palace is 25.40 metres in length, 9.20 
metres in width, and 8.20 metres in height. 
It has a total of nine rooms.

According to historical records and 
confirmation by the museum authority, the 
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Fishermen return 
to Bay as 58-day 
fishing ban ends
STAR REPORT

The government’s 58-day fishing 
ban in the Bay of Bengal came 
to an end at midnight yesterday, 
paving the way for a resumption 
of marine fishing after nearly two 
months.

The Department of Fisheries 
said it expects a surge in supply 
and a likely drop in fish prices, 
including hilsa, as trawlers return 
to the sea. 

The ban, which began on April 
15, was aimed at allowing safe 
breeding and the replenishment 
of fish stocks in Bangladesh’s 
maritime waters.

Officials say it is part of a 
broader effort to preserve marine 
biodiversity and ensure the long-
term sustainability of the fisheries 
sector.

Since 2015, a 65-day ban had 
been in force from May 20 to July 
23 each year.

However, this year, based 
on feedback from researchers, 
fishing communities, and industry 
representatives, the government 
revised the duration to 58 days 
-- from April 15 to June 11. The 
change also aligned the timeline 
with India’s fishing ban schedule.

Md Alfaz Uddin Sheikh, director 
of the Divisional Fisheries Office 
in Barishal, said fish supply is 
expected to rise sharply now that 
the ban is over.

Barishal Division has 4,21,093 
registered fishermen, of whom 

1,46,029 are engaged in sea fishing. 
Around 7,405 boats operate 
from this region, according to the 
fisheries office.

During the ban, the government 
distributed food assistance for 42 
days to affected fishing families.

The rest will be provided once it 
becomes available, Alfaz said.

Israi Pandit, president of the 
Khudro Mosshojibi Jele Samity, 
said fishermen had demanded 
100kg of rice per family during the 
ban period, but the full allocation 
was not delivered in time.

Meanwhile, the coastal upazilas 
of Kalapara and Rangabali in 
Patuakhali also rejoiced at the 
end of the ban, as thousands of 
fishermen headed back out to sea 
at midnight yesterday.

The bustling fish landing 
stations of Mohipur and Alipur 
--home to one of the country’s 
largest wholesale fish markets -- 
have once again come alive with 
activity.

Starting this evening, nearly 
200 fishing trawlers and around 
20,000 fishermen are expected to 
leave the Mohipur-Alipur ghat for 
the open sea, hoping for a good 
catch of hilsa and other marine 
fish.

Afzal Hossain, a fisherman with 
15 years of experience, said, “This 
time we sincerely followed the ban. 
We are ready to go to sea to hunt 
fish, including hilsa.”

Raju Ahmed Raja Mia, acting 
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