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Pak open, ‘not 
desperate’ 
for talks with 
India: FM
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan is “ready but not 
desperate” for talks with 
arch-rival India, its foreign 
minister said yesterday, 
in remarks that underline 
the lack of a thaw between 
the two nuclear-armed 
neighbours following their 
worst military conflict in 
decades.

Both sides used fighter 
jets, missiles, drones and 
artillery last month in four 
days of clashes, their worst 
fighting in decades, before 
agreeing to a US-brokered 
ceasefire on May 10.

“Whenever they ask for a 
dialogue, at whatever level, 
we are ready but we are 
not desperate,” Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar 
told a news conference in 
Islamabad. 

Dar said Pakistan 
wanted a comprehensive 
dialogue on a range of 
issues including water, 
whereas India wanted to 
focus only on terrorism.

“That’s not on. Nobody 
else is more serious than us. 
It takes two to tango,” he 
said, referring to comments 
by Indian Foreign 
Minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar that the talks 
should only cover the issue 
of terrorism. 

The Indian foreign 
ministry did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment on 
Dar’s remarks.

New Delhi has previously 
said that terrorism and 
dialogue cannot go hand 
in hand.

US nuke proposal against 
national interest: Iran

AFP, Tehran

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei said yesterday a US 
proposal for a nuclear agreement 
was against the national interest, 
amid sharp differences over 
whether Tehran can continue to 
enrich uranium.

The longtime foes have held 
five rounds of talks since April to 
thrash out a new accord to replace 
the deal with major powers that 
US President Donald Trump 
abandoned during his first term in 

2018.
On Saturday, Iran said it 

had received “elements” of the 
US proposal through Omani 
mediators, the details of which have 
not been publicly disclosed.

“The proposal presented by the 
Americans is 100 percent against” 
the ideals of the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, Khamenei said in a 
televised speech.

“Independence means not 
waiting for the green light from 
America and the likes of America.”

Iran’s enrichment of uranium 
has emerged as a major point of 
contention. Trump said on Monday 
his administration would not allow 
“any” enrichment.

Khamenei said enrichment is 
“key” to Iran’s nuclear programme 
and that the United States “cannot 
have a say” on the issue.

“If we have 100 nuclear power 
plants but don’t have enrichment, 
they will be of no use to us,” because 
“nuclear power plants need fuel” to 
operate, he said.

Firefighters work at the site of the Russian drone strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Kharkiv, Ukraine 
yesterday. Three people were killed in the drone attack, officials said. PHOTO: REUTERS

Confusion, debate over ordinance  
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mentioned as Liberation 
War associates.

Analysts point out 
that the Mujibnagar 
government consisted 
of key national leaders 
including Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
Tajuddin Ahmad, Syed 
Nazrul Islam, Captain 
M Mansur Ali, AHM 
Qamaruzzaman, and 
Khandaker Mushtaque 
Ahmed, all were members 
of the constituent 
assembly.

Thus, under the new 
ordinance, there is a scope 
for misinterpretation about 
their status even though 
they were central figures 
in the independence 
movement.

However, Faruk-e-Azam 
(Bir Pratik), adviser to the 
Ministry of Liberation War 
Affairs, rejected the notion 
of ambiguity. 

Speaking to The Daily 
Star at his office yesterday, 
he said, “The roles of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and Tajuddin Ahmad 
are far above that of Bir 
Muktijoddhas. Those who 
are spreading confusion 
simply do not understand 
the ordinance. The 
Mujibnagar government 
has clearly been included 
under the definition of 
Bir Muktijoddha in the 
ordinance.”

The chief adviser’s 
press wing also issued 
a statement reacting to 
reports carried by a number 
of news outlets, saying 
they have misinterpreted 
the definition of freedom 
fighters. 

Media reports claiming 
the revocation of freedom 
fighter status for top 

Mujibnagar Government 
leaders are entirely “false 
and misleading”, the 
verified page of the Chief 
Adviser’s Press Wing has 
said.

Meanwhile, the Central 
Executive Committee 
of the Left Democratic 
Alliance said in a press 
release yesterday that 
“the government should 
refrain from taking any 
steps that could make 
the Liberation War and 
its spirit controversial or 
questionable.”

The alliance also said 
that the government must 
urgently clarify its stance 
regarding the freedom 
fighter’s definitions 
to resolve the debate 
surrounding the recently 
issued gazette on the 
Liberation War and freedom 
fighters.
DIFFERENCES OF 

OPINION WITHIN GOVT

When the proposal to 
amend the ordinance was 
sent to the Cabinet Division 
in May, its legal experts 
reportedly advised against 
the revisions, warning that 
such changes could create 
confusion.

Sources also told 
The Daily Star that 
several members of 
the advisory council 
expressed opposition to 
the amendments during 
internal meetings.

In response to why the 
amendment was pursued 
despite opposition, Faruk-e-
Azam said, “It’s true that the 
law went through multiple 
discussions, reviews, and 
debates before finalisation. 
But we proceeded with 
redefining the terms to 
uphold the true dignity of 
the freedom fighters.”

In reply to another 
question, the adviser to 
the Liberation War Affairs 
Ministry said, “There are 
many fake freedom fighters 
in the current list. We are 
preparing to launch a large-
scale initiative to revise the 
list. That’s why we first took 
the initiative to redefine the 
term freedom fighter.”

Dr Sarwar Ali, trustee 
of the Liberation War 
Museum, said there is no 
need to classify freedom 
fighters into categories 
like “valiant freedom 
fighters” and “liberation war 
associates”.

“I don’t see any need to 
divide the freedom fighters 
into two categories. What is 
more important is that the 
government should amend 
the list of fake freedom 
fighters who were included 
during the tenure of 
previous governments. The 
government should focus 
on this issue,” he told The 
Daily Star.

Syed Anwar Husain, a 
former Dhaka University 
professor of history, said 
there is ongoing controversy 
regarding the definition 
of a freedom fighter, and 
it is a positive thing that 
the current government is 
addressing that.

However, he pointed 
out that the definition of a 
freedom fighter has already 
been established.

“There is a clear and 
accurate definition of who 
qualifies as a freedom 
fighter,” he said, adding, 
“The country would not have 
been liberated if those who 
were part of the Mujibnagar 
government had not 
actively participated in the 
Liberation War.”

EC to restore Jamaat’s 
registration, symbol
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Division of the Supreme 
Court on June 1, which 
directed the EC to restore 
the party’s registration 
and resolve other pending 
issues.

Election Commissioner 
Brigadier General (retd) 
Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah 
said the Commission 
made the decision in 
principle during a meeting 
chaired by Chief Election 
Commissioner AMM Nasir 
Uddin, attended by other 
election commissioners 
and senior officials. 

He said the decision 
to restore Jamaat’s 
registration and symbol 
was made after considering 
all aspects.

However, he noted 
that reinstating the party 
symbol involves some 
official procedures and will 
take a little time.

On August 1, 2013, 
the High Court declared 
Jamaat’s registration 
illegal following a writ 
petition. 

The EC officially 
cancelled Jamaat’s 
registration in October 
2018 ahead of the 11th 
national election. As 
a result, the party lost 
its eligibility to contest 
parliamentary elections.

Jamaat later appealed 
the High Court verdict to 
the Appellate Division, 
which began hearing the 
appeal on December 3 last 
year.

On December 12, 2016, 
the Supreme Court held 
a full court meeting and 
decided to request the 
EC not to allocate the 
weighing scale symbol 
to any political party, 
as it is used as the apex 
court’s monogram. The SC 
registrar sent a letter to the 
EC on December 14, 2016 in 
this regard.

The symbol had 
previously been allocated 
to Jamaat.

Speaking on the issue, 
Sanaullah said the EC at 
the time had revoked the 
symbol based on the SC 
registrar’s administrative 
letter.

“An appeal was filed 
earlier, arguing that the 
scale should not be used 
as a political symbol since 
it represents the justice 
system. However, the court 
rejected that appeal, ruling 
that using it as an electoral 
symbol does not harm the 
judiciary’s integrity. As far 
as the Election Commission 
is aware, that ruling is still 
in effect,” he said.


