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Hajj begins 
today
AFP, Mina

More than 1.4 million 
Muslims will begin the 
annual hajj pilgrimage 
in the Saudi holy city of 
Makkah today.

Near a sprawling tent 
city outside Makkah, 
Saudi hospital staff are 
preparing for an influx 
of heat-related cases as 
temperatures this year 
are forecast to exceed 40 
degrees Celsius. 

So far, authorities have 
recorded 44 cases of heat 
exhaustion. Defying the 
scorching heat, pilgrims 
have already started to 
flock to Makkah. 

Abdullah Asiri, 
Saudi Arabia’s deputy 
minister for population 
health, told AFP at 
the Mina hospital 
that a total of 50,000 
healthcare workers and 
administrative staff 
have been mobilised for 
the hajj, far exceeding 
previous years’ numbers.

More than 700 
hospital beds are ready, 
equipped with fans to 
treat severe cases of heat 
illnesses. 

To prevent people 
from needing 
hospitalisation in the 
first place, 71 emergency 
medical points have 
been set up around 
Makkah’s holy sites with 
a focus on “treating 
patients on the ground 
before their case 
deteriorates”, said Asiri.

This year, the day of 
Arafat will fall on June 5, 
followed by Eid al-Adha 
on June 6, according to 
Saudi authorities.

Last year, 1.8 million 
people took part in the 
pilgrimage, according to 
official figures.

Saudi authorities 
also asked pilgrims to 
remain in their tents for 
several hours during the 
high point of this week’s 
pilgrimage, citing high 
temperatures.

Hajj Minister Tawfiq 
al-Rabiah has requested 
that pilgrims refrain 
from leaving their tents 
between 10:00 am and 
4:00 pm tomorrow.

A Palestinian medic tends to a young girl injured in Israeli strikes on displacement tents in Khan Yunis, at Nasser Hospital in 
the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Schooling of 2.5 lakh 
Rohingya children stops

UNICEF, Save the Children close all learning  
centres amid fund crunch

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Education activities in the Rohingya 
camps in Cox’s Bazar have been 
suspended amid funding shortage, 
putting the education of around 2.5 
lakh children at risk.

UNICEF Cox’s Bazar Chief of Field 
Office Angela Kearney and Save the 
Children Director Golam Mostofa 

yesterday wrote to the office of the 
Refugee Relief and Repatriation 
Commissioner (RRRC) in Cox’s 
Bazar.

“The education sector in Cox’s 
Bazar would like to inform you that 
due to unavoidable circumstances, 
the sector is in agreement with the 
suggestion to close the learning 
facilities in the camps with 

immediate effect,” the letter says.
Operations of the learning 

centres in the camps will remain 
closed until further notice, it said.

The development comes after 
hundreds of teachers from the host 
community blocked Cox’s Bazar-
Teknaf road for hours yesterday, 
protesting termination of contracts 
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ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

Salahuddin sues 
Hasina, 6 others
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP standing committee member 
Salahuddin Ahmed filed a complaint with 
the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) 
yesterday, accusing ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina and six top law enforcement 
officials of their alleged involvement in his 
disappearance a decade ago.

The other accused include former home 
minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal; 
the then IGP, AKM Shahidul Hoque; the 
then director general of Rab, Benazir 
Ahmed; forcibly retired army officer 
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Israeli fire kills 27 near 
Gaza aid point

Dozens of Palestinians injured; UN demands 
probe, warns of possible war crime

REUTERS, Jerusalem

At least 27 Palestinians were killed and dozens wounded by Israeli fire 
near a food distribution site in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday, local 
health authorities said, in the third day of chaos and bloodshed to affect 
the aid operation.

The Israeli military said its forces had opened fire on a group of 
individuals who had left designated access routes near the distribution 
centre in Rafah. It added it was still investigating what had happened.

The deaths came hours after Israel said three of its soldiers had been 
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BNP to avoid 
showdown with 

govt for now
Movement to install Ishraque 

as DSCC mayor to continue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP has decided not to confront the interim 
government immediately over the national election 
roadmap, choosing instead to observe how the situation 
unfolds in the coming days.

Criticising the Chief Adviser’s claim that a particular 
party wants elections in December, the party expressed 
confusion and condemned it as a ‘false statement’.

The issues were discussed during a meeting of the 
national standing committee, the highest policymaking 
body of the BNP, at its chairperson’s Gulshan office on 
Monday night. BNP acting chairman Tarique Rahman 
presided over the meeting virtually from London.

Party leaders discussed the ongoing political situation 
while standing committee member Salahuddin Ahmed 
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PUSH-INS FROM INDIA

Not possible to 
stop it physically, 
extending letters
Says foreign adviser;  
BGB detains 59 more

STAR REPORT

Foreign Affairs Adviser 
Md Touhid Hossain 
yesterday said it is not 
possible to physically 
prevent “push-ins” 
from India, although 
efforts are underway to 
resolve the issue.

“We’re seeing that it [push-ins] is taking 
place. It’s not physically possible to stop it. 
We’ve been exchanging letters with India 
on this matter. We’ve mentioned that it’s 
going on, while they said some cases in the 
list [of Bangladeshi individuals illegally 
living in India] is not being viewed properly. 
We checked and saw some of these cases go 
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