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Trump, Xi will 
likely speak 
this week
Says White House 
amid tariff row

REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump 
and Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping will likely speak this 
week, White House press 
secretary Karoline Leavitt 
said on Monday, days after 
Trump accused China of 
violating an agreement to 
roll back tariffs and trade 
restrictions.

Leavitt is the third top 
Trump aide to forecast an 
imminent call between 
the two leaders to iron out 
differences on last month’s 
tariff agreement in Geneva, 
among larger trade issues. 
It was not immediately 
clear when the two leaders 
will speak. 

US Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent told CBS’ 
“Face the Nation” on 
Sunday that Trump and 
Xi would speak “very 
soon” to iron out trade 
issues including a dispute 
over critical minerals and 
China’s restrictions on 
exports of certain minerals.

Harvard seeks 
end to US 
funding cuts
Says nat’l security, public 
health research in peril

REUTERS, Wilmington

Harvard University asked a federal judge on 
Monday to issue a summary judgment ruling 
to unfreeze $2.5 billion in funding blocked by 
President Donald Trump’s administration, which 
Harvard said was illegal.

Harvard’s filing in the US District Court in Boston 
said that it had received 957 orders since April 14 to 
freeze funding for research pertaining to national 
security threats, cancer and infectious diseases 
and more since the country’s oldest and wealthiest 
school rejected a White House list of demands. 

Trump has said he is trying to force change at 
Harvard - and other top-level universities across 
the US - because in his view they have been 
captured by leftist “woke” thought and become 
bastions of antisemitism.

The Trump administration did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

US District Judge Allison Burroughs has set 
arguments for July 21 on Harvard’s motion for 
summary judgment, which is a request for a judge 
to decide a dispute without a trial to determine 
material facts. 

Harvard sued Trump administration in April, 
alleging the funding freeze violated school’s right 
to free speech and was arbitrary and capricious. 

FLASH FLOODING 

Death toll in 
Nigeria jumps 
past 200
AFP, Abuja

Flash flooding in north-
central Nigeria last 
week killed more than 
200 people, the Niger 
state humanitarian 
commissioner said 
yesterday, while hundreds 
more remain missing and 
are feared dead.

The town of Mokwa was 
hit with the worst flash 
flood in living memory 
Thursday from overnight 
rains, with more than 
250 homes destroyed and 
swathes of the town wiped 
out in a single morning.

The announcement 
comes after several days 
of the official toll standing 
at around 150, even as 
residents were sometimes 
missing more than a dozen 
members in a single family.

“We have more than 
200… corpses,” Ahmad 
Suleiman told Nigerian 
Channels Television.

HIV cases soar 
in Philippines
Medical authorities 
warn of health 
emergency

AFP, Manila

Philippine medical 
authorities yesterday 
warned of a looming “public 
health emergency” as HIV 
infections have soared this 
year, with young males 
especially hard-hit.

On average, 57 new 
cases a day were tallied in 
the country of 117 million 
people over the first three 
months of 2025, a 50 
percent jump from a year 
earlier, health department 
data shows.

“We now have the 
highest number of new 
cases here in the Western 
Pacific,” Health Secretary 
Ted Herbosa said. “What 
is frightening is, our youth 
make up many of the 
new cases,” he said. The 
health department said 95 
percent of newly reported 
cases were male.

People hold banners and light candles next to portraits of 39-year-old Nigerian Michael Kenechukwu Ekemezie during a protest in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, yesterday, following his death at the Lausanne police station. Ekemezie died on May 25, 2025, less than an hour after being 
arrested on suspicion of drug-related activity. PHOTO: AFP

Ukraine peace efforts 
are complex: Kremlin
Says no quick decisions to be expected; Russia ‘deliberately’ 

targeting civilians after 3 killed in Sumy: Zelensky
AGENCIES

The Kremlin warned yesterday that 
work on trying to reach a settlement 
to end the war in Ukraine was 
extraordinarily complex and that 
it would be wrong to expect any 
imminent decisions.

It was commenting after Russia 
told Ukraine at peace talks in 
Turkey on Monday that it would 
only agree to end the fighting if 
Kyiv gives up big new chunks of 
territory and accepts limits on the 
size of its army, demands Ukraine 
has repeatedly rejected. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters yesterday 
that agreements reached at 
the Istanbul talks to exchange 
prisoners and the bodies of dead 
soldiers would be honoured 
however, and that work on 
agreeing a possible settlement 

would continue.
He said Russia and the US had 

not yet agreed on specific future 
contacts between President 
Vladimir Putin and his US 
counterpart Donald Trump, but 
that Putin was ready for various 
high-level contacts if they were 
properly prepared, reports Reuters. 

It was unlikely, added Peskov 
when asked, that Putin, Trump and 
Zelensky would hold face-to-face 
talks together in the near future. 

Meanwhile, Zelensky yesterday 
accused Russia of “deliberately” 
targeting civilians in a rocket 
attack on the city of Sumy.

Russia’s troops have also 
accelerated their advance, seeking 
to establish what Putin called a 
“buffer zone” inside Ukraine’s 
northeastern Sumy region

A rocket attack on the city, some 
30 kilometres (18 miles) from the 
Russian border, yesterday killed at 
least three people, Zelensky said.

“The Russians launched a savage 
strike on Sumy -- directly targeting 
the city and its ordinary streets 
with rocket artillery. It was a fully 
deliberate attack on civilians,” he 
said in a post on social media.

He posted a video from the 
emergency services showing 
destroyed cars and the body of 
one victim lying on the road, 
reports AFP.

New rare wild orchid 
seen in UK for first 
time in 100 years
AFP, London

A new lady’s-slipper orchid, once believed to be 
extinct in the UK, has been spotted in the wild 
for the first time in 100 years following a decades-
long conservation drive, experts said yesterday.

Over-picking by Victorian collectors, gripped by 
the orchid craze of the time, was thought to have 
made the yellow cup-shaped and purple-petalled 

plant extinct by the early 
1900s.

But a single plant was 
discovered in a remote 
location in the Yorkshire 
Dales in northern England 
in 1930. Its location was 
kept secret and volunteers 
have since provided round-
the-clock monitoring 
to prevent it from being 
stolen.

Last summer, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust -- 
supported by various conservation groups -- 
discovered the first new lady’s-slipper orchid to 
appear in the wild since then, it said yesterday.

It is the culmination of a decades-long bid 
to bring back the flower, and has sparked hopes 
that it could one day be restored across its former 
range in northern England.


