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Empower
women thru
skills, not just
loans: speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Significant strides have been made
in women’s empowerment through
microcredit, but there is no room for
complacency as much remains to be done,
said speakers at an event yesterday.

They noted that many women do not
personally control the loans taken out in
their names, as husbands or other family
members often manage the funds. This
highlights the need for support beyond
credit -- such as grants and community-
based skills development.

Experts suggested exploring alternative
funding sources -- including global climate
funds, corporate social responsibility (CSR)
budgets, and zakat - to ease repayment
burdens, especially for families vulnerable
to climate change.

The discussion, titled “Climate
Resilience and Women'’s Socio-Economic

Many women do not control
the loans taken out in their
names, as husbands or others
often manage the funds.

This highlights the need for
support beyond credit like
grants and skills development.

Empowerment and Inclusion,” was
organised by Gana Unnayan Kendra (GUK)
and Prothom Alo, supported by Christian
Aid, at Prothom Alo’s office in Karwan
Bazar, Dhaka.

Hossain Zillur Rahman, former adviser
to a caretaker government and executive
chairman of the Power and Participation
Research Centre (PPRC), said microcredit
has empowered many women, but
challenges remain.

Rahman proposed combining loans
with grants for disadvantaged groups,
funded through climate initiatives, CSR,
and zakat. He also stressed community-
level skills training.

Prof Mohammad Helal Uddin, executive
vice chairman of Microcredit Regulatory
Authority, shared survey findings from 68
women borrowers outside Dhaka. Only 11
used the loans themselves, while 17 said
they would do so if given another chance.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

A woman from Narail, a blind man and his 11-year-old niece from Shariatpur, all of whom require urgent eye care, were
turned away from the National Institute of Ophthalmology and Hospital in Dhaka yesterday, as all services remained
suspended for the sixth consecutive day. Doctors and nurses began a work abstention citing security concerns following an
alleged attack on hospital staffers by a group of injured July uprising victims -- who are being treated in the hospital -- and a

tripartite clash involving some patients and their attendants on Wednesday.

Attacks on journos, mob

violence surge in May
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Attacks on journalists and
incidents of mob violence
increased in May compared
to the previous month, while
repression of women and
children remained at an
alarming level, according
to the monthly report of
Human Rights  Support
Society (HRSS).

In its report released
yesterday, HRSS expressed
concern over mob beatings,

attacks on journalists,
assaults on accused
individuals  inside  court

premises, and rising tensions

along the Bangladesh-India
border, including reports of
Indian Border Security Force
personnel pushing people
back into Bangladesh.

91 journos harassed, assaulted

26 incidents of mob violence

136 women, girls faced abuse

60 incidents of political violence

16 incidents of labour abuse

Based on its own findings
and reports published by
various media outlets, the

HRSS stated that at least 91
journalists were subjected
to harassment, intimidation,
or violence in 31 incidents in
May -- significantly higher
than April’s figure of 38.
Ofthese, 33journalists were
physically assaulted, seven
received threats, and three
were arrested. Additionally,
48 journalists were accused in

seven cases filed last month.
Mob violence also
increased in May, with

26 incidents resulting in
the deaths of 10 people
and injuries to 25 others,
according to the report.
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[shraque’s mayoral
oath uncertain as
DSCC term expires

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The tenure of the Dhaka South City Corporation
council has officially ended, triggering fresh
uncertainty over BNP leader Ishraque Hossain’s
potential swearing-in as mayor.

According to the Local Government (City
Corporation) Act 2009, a mayor’s five-year term
begins from the date of the corporation’s first
general meeting. Based on that, the current
DSCC council’s term ended on Monday,

marking five years since the inaugural

session held on June 2, 2020, under
the chairmanship of then-mayor
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh.

Legal experts say this means
Ishraque no longer has the legal
grounds to be sworn in as mayor.

However, Ishraque’s legal counsel

argues that until a new election is

held, he is entitled to assume office
and carry out mayoral duties.

Section 49(1) of the Act specifies that mayors
and councillors serve a five-year term starting
from the date of the first meeting of the
corporation. Section 16 adds that if the mayor’s
position becomes vacant mid-term, a new mayor
must be elected within 90 days, who would then
serve the remainder of the original term.

Given the expiry of the DSCC’s five-year term,
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gets bail Another major
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Ceoterda Govt transfers, promotes

granted bail 265 lower court judges
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A total of 265 lower courtjudges hasbeen transferred
and promoted as part of a reshulflle in the judiciary.

They include 30 district judges, 38 additional
district judges, 35 joint district judges, and 162
senior assistant judges.

Among them, 13 senior assistant judges have
been promoted to the posts of joint district judges.

The law ministry issued seven notifications to
this effect yesterday.

It said the transfers and promotions of lower
court judges were done in consultation with the
Supreme Court.

On September 7 last year, the government had
transferred and promoted as many as 244 lower
court judges.

freedom fighter and retired
political science teacher
at Jagannath University
(InU), in an attempted
murder case.

The case was filed over an
attack on protesters during
the anti-discrimination
student movement on July
19 last year. According to
the case, she is 69 years old.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate Md Minhajur
Rahman passed the order
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