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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Secretariat employees submitted memoranda 
to three advisers of the interim government 
yesterday, protesting the recently enforced 
Government Service (Amendment) Ordinance, 
2025, which allows termination of government 
staff without departmental proceedings.

The memoranda were handed over to Food 
Adviser Ali Imam Majumder, Energy Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan, and Environment 
Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan at their respective 
offices.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Nazrul Islam, a 
prominent leader of the Secretariat employees, 
said the food adviser urged employees to uphold 
the dignity of the highest administrative office 
and assured them that their concerns would be 
conveyed to the highest levels of government.

“He told us, ‘I have noted your concerns. 
Please ensure you adhere to official rules and 
procedures’,” Nazrul quoted the adviser as saying.

Energy Adviser Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan 
reportedly agreed with many of the concerns 
raised and suggested the employees identify 
specific clauses in the ordinance that could be 
reviewed, while cautioning that any amendment 
must avoid further complications, Nazrul said.

PROTESTING GOVT ORDINANCE

Secretariat staff 
submit memoranda 
to three advisers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Workers under the banner of the Bangladesh Palli 
Bidyut Association continued their demonstration 
at the Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka for the 
12th consecutive day yesterday.

They began the demonstration on May 20, 
demanding a unified service rule for the Bangladesh 
Rural Electrification Board (REB) and the 80 Palli 
Bidyut Samitys across the country. They also 
demanded the removal of the chairman of REB. 

However, they said the emergency power supply 
would not be affected due to their programme.

As per their prior announcement, they started the 
countrywide work abstention starting from May 27.

Other demands include the withdrawal of cases 
filed by REB against dismissed employees and their 
reinstatement, regularisation of casual jobs such 
as readers and messengers, an end to “harassing 
and punitive transfers”, fixing of working hours 
and shift schedules, and formation of an interim 
board to carry out reform activities.

Palli Bidyut Samity 
workers continue 
protest for 12th day
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MoU signed to 
build country’s first 
monorail in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The country’s first monorail is set to be constructed in 
Chattogram in a bid to ease the port city’s traffic congestion.

The city corporation signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Orascom Group and Arab Contractors 
Group, a joint venture between German and Egyptian 
companies, yesterday at the World Trade Center in the city.

The event was attended by the City Mayor Shahadat 
Hossain, top officials from the financing organisations, 
as well as representatives from Chattogram’s business 
community and civil society.

Following the signing of the MoU, Orascom and Arab 
Contractors Group will conduct a feasibility study in the city.

A monorail is a modern rail system that is around 40 
percent more cost-effective than a metro rail. It requires less 
land and can be implemented through existing structures. 
A monorail runs on a single rail, typically with one wheel. It 
can be constructed and made operational within two to two-
and-a-half years.

The stellar duo -- engineer Nusrat Nur Maisha, left, and architect and artist Papia Sarwar Dithi, right, -- with 
FR Khan, bti’s managing director, at a ceremony at the bti Celebration Point in Gulshan-2, Dhaka recently. The 
two women were honoured for their creative brilliance and remarkable contributions to their fields. PHOTO: STAR

bti-Star honours 
2 stellar women
STAR REPORT

The idea for Stellar Women was conceived in 2023 
from a simple thought -- that women’s efforts often go 
unnoticed, rarely receiving the recognition they deserve. 

This led to a collaboration with the country’s leading 
English daily, The Daily Star, to launch bti-The Daily 
Star Stellar Women -- a unique initiative to celebrate 
and honour young women from diverse backgrounds for 
their outstanding contributions to society. The inaugural 
season spotlighted 12 exceptional women across a variety 
of fields.

The second season of the initiative began in September 
2024, with the first two awards presented in November. 
Recently, an intimate announcement ceremony was 
held at bti Celebration Point in Gulshan-2, Dhaka, where 
two more exemplary women were honoured for their 
achievements.

Artist and architect Papia Sarwar Dithi moved the 
judges with her evocative art, while engineer Nusrat Nur 
Maisha received the award in the “Engineering (Civil, 
Structural, Water Resource & MEP)” category, recognised 
for her dedication and impressive track record of 
completing over 50 projects early in her career.

This season has introduced several new categories, 
reflecting the initiative’s growing commitment to 
recognising women from all walks of life -- especially 
those whose contributions are often overlooked. 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 8

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

The Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of 
Chattogram General Hospital 
(CGH) has been running without 
a single ventilator for over three 
months, failing to provide full-
fledged services to critical patients.

Of the hospital’s 22 ventilators, 
none are currently operational. 
Meanwhile, only five out of 27 
BiPAP (bilevel positive airway 
pressure) machines are functional.

There is already an acute shortage 
of ICU facilities in Chattogram, with 
the service available in only two 
government hospitals -- Chittagong 
Medical College Hospital (CMCH) 
and CGH -- and a handful of private 
hospitals. Of these, CMCH and 
CGH offer the service almost free of 
cost, while private hospitals charge 
around Tk 10,000–20,000 per day.

As a result, the ICU at the 250-bed 
CGH is usually overwhelmed with 
critical patients. However, over the 
past three months, the hospital has 
not been admitting such patients due 
to the non-functional ventilators.

Many patients, especially 
from low- and middle-income 
backgrounds, are being compelled to 

bear the financial burden of availing 
ICU facilities at private hospitals.

“A ventilator is an integral part of 
ICU that helps patients breathe when 
they are unable to do so on their own. 
It works by pushing oxygen-rich 
air into the lungs, either through 
a breathing tube inserted into the 
windpipe or a mask,” said Dr Harun-
ur-Rashid, ICU expert and head of 
Anaesthesia and ICU at CMCH.

During a recent visit, this 
correspondent found most ICU beds 
at CGH vacant. Four patients were 
admitted to the 10-bed ICU-1, while 
the eight-bed ICU-2 was closed.

“My brother is a patient of chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. 
Recently his condition deteriorated, 
so we admitted him to the hospital. 
However, the doctors said he needs 
ventilation, which is unavailable 
here at present. So, he will need to be 
shifted to another hospital. Availing 
an ICU bed at CMCH is extremely 
difficult, while we can’t afford the 
cost in private hospitals. I honestly 
don’t know what we should do,” said 
Rashed Mahmud, an attendant of a 
patient at CGH.

Dr Moumita Das, a consultant at 

CHATTOGRAM GENERAL HOSPITAL

No working ventilators 
at ICU for 3 months
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Nagar Bhaban stays
FROM PAGE 3

The operations at the 
Nagar Bhaban remains 
at a standstill, severely 
disrupting public 
services and causing 
inconvenience to the 
residents of Dhaka. The 
main gates of the building 
also remained locked 
yesterday. 

Beginning on May 
14, the demonstration 
has shown no signs of 
slowing.

Under the banner 

of “Dhakabashi”, the 
protesters marched 
within the compound 
and returned to the gates 
chanting slogans and 
demanding that Ishraque 
be handed the DSCC 
charge.

Mashiur Rahman, a 
former secretary and chief 
coordinator of the protest, 
told The Daily Star, “We 
will not leave until the 
people’s mayor, Ishraque 
Hossain, is handed over 
charge.”
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