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Japan eyes Bangladesh as key investment
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Tokyo’s plan to build an 
industrial value chain under 
the Bay of Bengal Industrial 
Growth Belt (BIG-B), centred 
on Matarbari and linked to 
Northeast India, Nepal and 
Bhutan, could be a game-
changer for Bangladesh, he 
added.

After Bhutan, Japan will 
become only the second 
country to sign an EPA 
with Bangladesh, enabling 
Japanese firms to retain 
duty-free, quota-free 
benefits once Bangladesh 
graduates from LDC status 
next year. 

“How much of 
this opportunity we 
can use depends on 
us. Our investment 
environment needs a 

radical improvement,” the 
professor said.

Maria Howlader, 
secretary-general of the 
Japan-Bangladesh Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, 
said apart from complexities 
at the customs, taxes and 
licensing issues, Japan 
wants political stability and 
security. “As we are making 
reforms, I am confident that 
more Japanese companies 
will be investing here in the 
coming days,” she told The 
Daily Star.

She lauded the new 
MoUs aimed at training and 
recruiting Bangladeshis in 
Japan. 

Restaurant group 
Watami has already 
announced a training centre 
in Dhaka. 

Though only about 
35,000 Bangladeshi skilled 
workers had gone to Japan 
as of 2024, Japanese 
authorities and firms expect 
100,000 recruits over the 
next five years in caregiving, 
construction, farming, 
driving, factory and food 
sectors.

“Japan maintains 100 
percent compliance and 
transparency in the system. 
We should maintain it at 
every step -- call it in quality 
of language and recruitment 
steps,” said Maria.

Syed Masudur Rahman, 
director of Japan-
Bangladesh joint venture 
Kokorazashi, said rising 
Bangladeshi presence in 
Japan will spur exports, 
“We should robustly work 

to harness the Japanese 
market. Any lethargy means 
we will lose the opportunity”.

Abdullah added under 
Japan’s Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific strategy, Tokyo 
seeks “peace, stability and 
prosperity” in the region. 

Supporting Bangladesh 
in security sector to 
achieve this objective as 
well as protect Japanese 
investments is also 
an important area of 
cooperation, he said.

“Bangladesh should 
pursue strongly to make the 
best use of Japanese interest 
in this region, especially 
Japanese investment and 
labour market,” he said, 
adding that “it will boost our 
economy, remittance and 
jobs sector”.

Robbers loot
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highway police station, 
sustained a bullet injury 
to his hand during the 
incident.

Mohammad Rasedul 
Islam, officer-in-charge of 
Mirzapur Police Station, 
said the expatriate and her 
relatives were rescued and 
brought to the police station.

Injured Tuhin was 
admitted to Kumudini 
Hospital, he added.

Adibul Islam, additional 
superintendent of police 
(crime) in Tangail, said, “We 
are working on the case and 
hope to arrest the robbers 
soon.”

Earlier, an oil-laden 
truck was hijacked on the 
same highway in Mirzapur 
on Friday. On May 21, a 
passenger bus of Al Imran 
Paribahan was robbed and 
female passengers were 
harassed. A similar incident 
occurred on February 17, 
when a Unique Royals 
passenger bus was robbed 
and female passengers were 
assaulted in Mirzapur.

Expressing concerns over 
safety and rising insecurity, 
both transport workers 
and commuters strongly 
demanded enhanced 
surveillance by law enforcers 
on the highway.

‘Murdered’ in July uprising
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have Selim declared dead 
and filed the case.

Now, Selim is fighting not 
just for his land, but for his 
very existence -- at least on 
paper.

Selim is the youngest of 
four brothers. His eldest, 
Helal, drives a battery-run 
auto-rickshaw, while Abul 
Hossain is a marginal farmer. 
Mostofa used to work as a 
bus driver in Dhaka.

About 12 years ago, 
Mostofa left the area after 
allegedly killing a 10-year-
old boy named Royal to 
frame his rivals in a murder 
case, said Shefali Akhter, 
Royal’s aunt.

Selim alleged that when 
he tried to sell part of his 
land during his daughter’s 
wedding, his brothers 
stopped him, wanting the 
property for themselves as 
Selim had no sons.

He claimed they forcibly 
took control of his 150 
decimals of land, including 
his home, and forced him 
out about two years ago 
after he refused to transfer 
ownership in their favour.

Selim now lives near his 
grocery shop in Beltoli with 
his wife, Hazera Khatun.

“In 2022, there was a 

dispute over the land. They 
beat me up, and I filed a 
case against them, which 
is still ongoing,” he said. 
“They threatened me to 
withdraw the case. When I 
didn’t, they began harassing 
me. Then came the student 
movement -- they used it as 
an opportunity to show me 
as dead in a murder case.”

“If they could kill me and 
make my body disappear, 
this case would serve to 
establish that I died during 
the movement,” Selim said.

He said he is facing severe 
harassment because of the 
case, adding, “I’ve been to 
Jatrabari Police Station, 
CMM court and the DB 
office five times -- and I’m 
still struggling to prove that 
I’m not dead.”

Meanwhile, the 
complainant of the case, 
Mostofa, is on the run, police 
said.

Local police have 
investigated the recent case 
and submitted a report, 
saying Selim, who is alive, 
was shown as deceased in 
the case due to a family 
dispute.

M o h a m m a d 
Rukunuzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Phulbaria Police 
Station, said, “Mostofa is a 

known robber in the area. He 
has four cases against him, 
including two for murder, 
one for extortion, and one 
for assault. He has not been 
seen in the area for at least 
10 to 12 years since a murder 
case was filed against him.”

This correspondent 
visited the homes of Helal 
and Abul Hossain, but 
they declined to comment. 
Mostofa’s phone remained 
switched off.

Sub-inspector Aminul 
Islam of the Detective 
Branch of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police is 
currently investigating the 
case.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, he said Mostofa went 
into hiding after the matter 
came to light. “His phone is 
switched off,” he added. “We 
have sent notices to Selim 
and one of his brothers for 
DNA testing.”

Services halted for fourth day, patients suffer
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yesterday expressing regret 
to all patients who have 
been deprived of care due 
to the ongoing disruption.

The ministry said it had 
sent a delegation to the 
hospital to help resolve 
the deadlock.“At this 
moment, we are awaiting 
a positive outcome from 
the discussions. In the 
meantime, as an interim 
arrangement, patients 
requiring eye treatment 
are requested to seek 
necessary medical care 
at the ophthalmology 
departments of nearby 
hospitals,” the statement 
added.

According to 2023 
government data, the 
hospital serves around 
1,800 outdoor and 
emergency patients daily, 
with approximately 40 new 
admissions each day.

The current numbers 
are likely to be higher.

While visiting the hospital 
in Dhaka’s Shyamoli area 
around 1:15pm yesterday, 
this correspondent found 
both gates locked, with 
several Ansar members 
stationed at one entrance.

Inside, seven to eight 
police personnel were 
present, alongside a few 
journalists.

The hospital wore a 
deserted look, with no 
doctors, nurses, or staff 
members visible.

Only one lift was 
operational.

While about 150 
inpatients left the hospital 

on Wednesday evening, 
some 80 patients -- mostly 
individuals injured during 
the July uprising -- remain 
admitted. They have been 
housed on the third floor, 
which serves as the hospital’s 
dedicated care unit.

Kawsar Ahmed, 48, 
a small trader from 
Narayanganj, underwent a 
second surgery on his right 
eye on Tuesday. Following 
the procedure, doctors 
recommended several tests.

“I was under direct 
supervision of the doctor 
while waiting for the test 
results. But all services 
stopped from Wednesday,” 
he said.

Kawsar said about 25 
general patients were still 
staying at the hospital, 
while food services resumed 
yesterday morning after 
two days. “But there’s still 
no doctor, nurse, or even a 
cleaner here,” he said.

Shahidul Islam Sakib, 
a college student who 
suffered eye injuries in Feni 
during the July uprising, 
has been undergoing 
treatment at the hospital 
for over two months.

He has undergone 
four surgeries and is now 
awaiting the installation of 
an artificial eye, having lost 
vision in his left eye.

“I have to visit the 
doctor every two or three 
days, but we’ve been left 
without treatment for the 
last four days. Water and 
blood are oozing from the 
damaged eye,” he told this 
correspondent from his 

hospital bed.
He said over 50 injured 

persons of the July uprising 
were staying at the facility, 
and that none from the 
government contacted them 
over the past four days.

Around 70 people 
injured during the July 
uprising have been receiving 
treatment at the hospital. 
They allege that hospital 
authorities are not providing 
proper care and have been 
involved in malpractices.

However, doctors 
and hospital staff claim 
that many of the injured 
patients behave rudely 
and that two incidents on 
Monday and Tuesday raised 
serious security concerns.

Hospital staffers, 
including doctors and 
nurses, began a work 
stoppage from Wednesday 
morning, citing security 
concerns.

Around 11:00am that 
day, a group of injured 
July protesters allegedly 
attacked hospital staff, 
leading to a tripartite clash 
involving other patients 
and their attendants, Prof 
Khair told The Daily Star 
on Wednesday.

“Some doctors and 
nurses were injured, and 
their residences also came 
under attack,” he added.

Police and army 
personnel later arrived 
and brought the situation 
under control.

However, all staff left the 
hospital after the incidents, 
and even inpatients started 
leaving, officials said.

Akhter Hossain, a July 
protester, on Wednesday 
denied attacking hospital 
staff.

He claimed they were 
protesting irregularities at 
the hospital and negligence 
in their treatment.

He alleged eight 
protesters were injured 
when police charged 
batons on them.

Earlier, on Monday, four 
individuals injured in the 
July uprising attempted 
suicide by consuming 
poison during a meeting at 
the hospital.

They were later treated 
at Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College and 
Hospital.

On Tuesday, the hospital 
director was reportedly 
confined to his office for 
about an hour and a half 
over alleged infighting 
between two groups of July 
protesters.
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Charges against
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its associated bodies to 
carry out actions that led 
to mass killings, injuries, 
targeted violence against 
women and children, the 
incineration of bodies, 
and denial of medical 
treatment to the wounded.

He said, according to the 
report, more than 1,500 
individuals were killed, 
over 25,000 wounded, and 
countless others subjected 
to torture and other 
inhumane treatment.

Fishermen catch fish 
from the Shakbaria 
river, adjacent to the 
Sundarbans. They 
cast their nets during 
high tide and collect 
local varieties of fish 
-- including shrimp, 
bele, and tengra. By 
selling the catch in 
local markets, they 
earn Tk 400–700 a day. 
The photo was taken 
from the Jorshing 
area in Koyra, Khulna 
yesterday.
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