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Fishermen catch fish
from the Shakbaria
river, adjacent to the
Sundarbans. They
cast their nets during
high tide and collect
local varieties of fish
-- including shrimp,
bele, and tengra. By
selling the catch in
local markets, they
earn Tk 400-700 a day.
The photo was taken
from the Jorshing
area in Koyra, Khulna
yesterday.
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Japan eyes Bangladesh as key investment
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Tokyo’s plan to build an
industrial value chain under
the Bay of Bengal Industrial
Growth Belt (BIG-B), centred
on Matarbari and linked to
Northeast India, Nepal and
Bhutan, could be a game-
changer for Bangladesh, he
added.

After Bhutan, Japan will
become only the second
country to sign an FEPA
with Bangladesh, enabling
Japanese firms to retain
duty-free, quota-free
benefits once Bangladesh
graduates from LDC status

radical improvement,” the
professor said.

Maria Howlader,
secretary-general of the
Japan-Bangladesh Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
said apart from complexities
at the customs, taxes and
licensing  issues, Japan
wants political stability and
security. “As we are making
reforms, I am confident that
more Japanese companies
will be investing here in the
coming days,” she told The
Daily Star.

She lauded the new
MoUs aimed at training and

next year. recruiting Bangladeshis in
“How much of  Japan.

this opportunity we Restaurant group

can use depends on Watami  has  already

us. Our investment  announced a training centre

environment  needs a  jnDhaka.

‘Murdered’ in
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have Selim declared dead
and filed the case.

Now, Selim is fighting not
just for his land, but for his
very existence — at least on
paper.

Selim is the youngest of
four brothers. His eldest,
Helal, drives a battery-run
auto-rickshaw, while Abul
Hossainisamarginal farmer.
Mostofa used to work as a
bus driver in Dhaka.

About 12 vyears ago,
Mostofa left the area after
allegedly killing a 10-year-
old boy named Royal to
frame his rivals in a murder
case, said Shefali Akhter,
Royal’s aunt.

Selim alleged that when
he tried to sell part of his
land during his daughter’s
wedding, his  brothers
stopped him, wanting the
property for themselves as
Selim had no sons.

He claimed they forcibly
took control of his 150
decimals of land, including
his home, and forced him
out about two years ago
after he refused to transfer
ownership in their favour.

Selim now lives near his
grocery shop in Beltoli with
his wife, Hazera Khatun.

“In 2022, there was a

dispute over the land. They
beat me up, and I filed a
case against them, which
is still ongoing,” he said.
“They threatened me (0
withdraw the case. When I
didn’t, they began harassing
me. Then came the student
movement -- they used it as
an opportunity to show me
as dead in a murder case.”

“If they could kill me and
make my body disappear,
this case would serve to
establish that I died during
the movement,” Selim said.

He said he is facing severe
harassment because of the
case, adding, “I've been to
Jatrabari  Police  Station,
CMM court and the DB
office five times -- and I'm
still struggling to prove that
I'm not dead.”

Meanwhile, the
complainant of the case,
Mostofa, is on the run, police
said.

Local police have
investigated the recent case
and submitted a report,
saying Selim, who is alive,
was shown as deceased in
the case due to a family
dispute.

M ohammad
Rukunuzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Phulbaria Police
Station, said, “Mostofa is a

Though only about
35,000 Bangladeshi skilled
workers had gone to Japan
as of 2024, Japanese
authorities and firms expect
100,000 recruits over the
next five years in caregiving,
construction, farming,
driving, factory and food
sectors.

“Japan maintains 100
percent compliance and
transparency in the system.
We should maintain it at
every step -- call it in quality
of language and recruitment
steps,” said Maria.

Syed Masudur Rahman,
director of Japan-
Bangladesh joint venture
Kokorazashi, said rising
Bangladeshi presence in
Japan will spur exports,
“We should robustly work

July uprising

known robber in the area. He
has four cases against him,
including two for murder,
one for extortion, and one
for assault. He has not been
seen in the area for at least
10 to 12 years since a murder
case was filed against him.”

This correspondent
visited the homes of Helal
and Abul Hossain, but
they declined to comment.
Mostofa’s phone remained
switched off.

Sub-inspector  Aminul
Islam of the Detective
Branch of Dhaka
Metropolitan ~ Police  is

currently investigating the
case.

Speaking to The Daily
Star, he said Mostofa went
into hiding after the matter
came to light. “His phone is
switched off,” he added. “We
have sent notices to Selim
and one of his brothers for
DNA testing.”

PRAYER
TIMING
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to harness the Japanese
market. Any lethargy means
we willlose the opportunity”.

Abdullah added under
Japan’s Free and Open
Indo-Pacific strategy, Tokyo
seeks “peace, stability and
prosperity” in the region.

Supporting Bangladesh
in  security sector o
achieve this objective as
well as protect Japanese
investments is also
an important area of
cooperation, he said.

“Bangladesh should
pursue strongly to make the
best use of Japanese interest
in this region, especially
Japanese investment and
labour market,” he said,
adding that “it will boost our
economy, remittance and
jobs sector”.

Robbers loot
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highway police station,
sustained a bullet injury
to his hand during the
incident.

Mohammad Rasedul
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Mirzapur Police Station,
said the expatriate and her
relatives were rescued and
brought to the police station.

Injured  Tuhin  was
admitted to  Kumudini
Hospital, he added.

Adibul Islam, additional
superintendent of police
(crime) in Tangail, said, “We
are working on the case and
hope to arrest the robbers
soon.”

Earlier, an oil-laden
truck was hijacked on the
same highway in Mirzapur
on Iriday. On May 21, a
passenger bus of Al Imran
Paribahan was robbed and
female passengers were
harassed. A similar incident
occurred on February 17,
when a Unique Royals
passenger bus was robbed
and female passengers were
assaulted in Mirzapur.

Expressing concerns over
safety and rising insecurity,
both transport workers
and commuters strongly
demanded enhanced
surveillance by law enforcers
on the highway.

Services halted for fourth day, patients sutler
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yesterday expressing regret
to all patients who have
been deprived of care due
to the ongoing disruption.
The ministry said it had
sent a delegation to the
hospital to help resolve
the  deadlock.“At  this
moment, we are awaiting
a positive outcome from
the discussions. In the
meantime, as an interim
arrangement, patients
requiring eye treatment
are requested o seek
necessary medical care
at  the ophthalmology
departments of nearby
hospitals,” the statement
added.

According to 2023
government data, the
hospital serves around
1,800 outdoor and

emergency patients daily,
with approximately 40 new
admissions each day.

The current numbers
are likely to be higher.

Whilevisiting the hospital
in Dhaka’s Shyamoli area
around 1:15pm yesterday,
this correspondent found
both gates locked, with
several Ansar members
stationed at one entrance.

Inside, seven to eight
police  personnel were
present, alongside a few
journalists.

The hospital wore a
deserted look, with no
doctors, nurses, or staff

members visible.

Only one lift was
operational.

While about 150

inpatients left the hospital

on Wednesday evening,
some 80 patients - mostly
individuals injured during
the July uprising — remain
admitted. They have been
housed on the third floor,
which serves as the hospital’s

dedicated care unit.
Kawsar Ahmed, 48,
a small trader from

Narayanganj, underwent a
second surgery on his right
eye on Tuesday. Following
the procedure, doctors
recommended several tests.

“I 'was under direct
supervision of the doctor
while waiting for the test
results. But all services
stopped from Wednesday,”
he said.

Kawsar said about 25
general patients were still
staying at the hospital,
while food servicesresumed
yesterday morning after
two days. “But there’s still
no doctor, nurse, or even a
cleaner here,” he said.

Shahidul Islam Sakib,
a college student who
suffered eye injuries in Feni
during the July uprising,
has been  undergoing
treatment at the hospital
for over two months.

He has undergone
four surgeries and is now
awaiting the installation of
an artificial eye, having lost
vision in his left eye.

“I have to visit the
doctor every two or three
days, but we've been left
without treatment for the
last four days. Water and
blood are oozing from the
damaged eye,” he told this
correspondent from his

hospital bed.

He said over 50 injured
persons of the July uprising
were staying at the facility,
and that none from the
government contacted them
over the past four days.

Around 70  people
injured during the July
uprising have been receiving
treatment at the hospital.
They allege that hospital
authorities are not providing
proper care and have been
involved in malpractices.

However, doctors
and hospital staff claim
that many of the injured
patients  behave rudely
and that two incidents on
Monday and Tuesday raised
serious security concerns.

Hospital staffers,
including doctors and
nurses, began a work
stoppage from Wednesday
morning, citing security
concerns.

Around 11:00am that
day, a group of injured
July protesters allegedly
attacked hospital  staff,
leading to a tripartite clash
involving other patients
and their attendants, Prof
Khair told The Daily Star
on Wednesday.

“Some  doctors and
nurses were injured, and
their residences also came
under attack,” he added.

Police and army
personnel later arrived
and brought the situation
under control.

However, all staff left the
hospital after the incidents,
and even inpatients started
leaving, officials said.

Akhter Hossain, a July
protester, on Wednesday
denied attacking hospital
staff.

He claimed they were
protesting irregularities at
the hospital and negligence
in their treatment.

He alleged eight
protesters were injured
when  police  charged

batons on them.

Earlier, on Monday, four
individuals injured in the
July uprising attempted
suicide by consuming
poison during a meeting at
the hospital.

They were later treated
at  Shaheed Suhrawardy
Medical  College  and
Hospital.

On Tuesday, the hospital
director was reportedly
confined to his office for
about an hour and a half
over alleged infighting
between two groups of July
protesters.

Charges against
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its associated bodies to
carry out actions that led
to mass Killings, injuries,
targeted violence against
women and children, the
incineration of bodies,
and denial of medical
treatment to the wounded.
He said, according to the
report, more than 1,500
individuals were Killed,
over 25,000 wounded, and
countless others subjected
to torture and other
inhumane treatment.

Memo No. 27.12.2947.188.07.002.25-670

e-Tenders are invited

in the National

BANGLADESH RURAL ELECTRIFICATION BOARD
POWER DIVISION, MINISTRY OF POWER, ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

e-Tender Notice (LTM)

Bangladesh (except the Banks debarred by BREB).

e-GP System Portal
gradation/underground)/Conversion of electrical distribution line under Bagerhat PBS. Tender submission deadlines are mentioned below.
Tender document purchasing price & Tender Security amount will be in the form of Bank Draft/Pay order in favor of Project Director,
Modernization & Capacity Enhancement of BREB Network (Khulna Division), BREB, Dhaka from any scheduled Bank of

(hitp:/fwww.cprocure.gov.bd)

Date. 27-05-2025

for Construction (new/up-

& i Last selling Opening/
Tender 1D P : Publication g :
5L Nof Sub Package No Description of Works Date & Time Closing
Mo ) Date & Time Date & Time
’ Conversion of 18029 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
1| tosasrs | MCEPBREBKDW: | Single Phase 10 threc phaseflnsulated 10:00
Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
e Conversion of 18.716 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
2 1084576 MLEP’E;;[—:?};K"_W' Single Phase to three phase/Insulated 10:30
Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
; Conversion of 15.287 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
3 1084577 MCEH????{RD_W_ Single Phase to three phase/Insulated HERIE
i Conductor) in Bagerhat PRS. 02062025 | 17062028 | &
Conversion of 16.858 Km Line (LT to HI/HT | 09:00 AM | 4:00 PM §
4 1084578 MCEP{?:'QE_?IFKD'W' Single Phase to three phase/Insulated @ | 11:30
x Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
Conversion of 19.042 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
5 1084579 MCEP?;E:"I"KD_W_ Single Phase to three phase/Tnsulated 12:00
Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
2 Conversion of 18.872 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
6 1084580 MCEP/BREB/KD-W- Single Phase to three phaselInsulated 12:30
340.02 Conduetor) in Bagerhat PBS.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e- GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To

submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://'www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any e-GP
registered banks’ branches for all Tender [D. Further information and guidelines are available in the Mational e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP helpdesk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd). The Procuring Entry reserves the right to accept or reject all the Tenders Proceeding

without any Reason.
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BANGLADESH RURAL ELECTRIFICATION BOARD

ARG (2e0e- 235) 3038-303¢

{Mohammad Abul Kalam)
Superintending Engineer (C.C.)
Bangladesh Rural Electrification Board
Faridpur Zone, Faridpur.
Telephone ; 02-478802006
E-mail : serebfaridpur@gmail.com
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