“China is credibly
preparing to potentially
use military force to
alter the balance of
power in the
Indo-Pacific.”

Pete Hegseth

US secretary of defense
at Shangri-La Dialogue
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In 2002, Shah Cement began its operations on a small piece of land in Mukterpur, a riverside village in Munshiganj Sadar Upazila. Two decades later, at least 24 acres of
Dhaleshwari and Shitalakkhya river land are under the occupation of this massive industrial complex. The photo was taken in March this year.

A BLATANT RIVER GRAB

Conlluence of Dhaleshwari and Shitalakkhya

SAJJAD HOSSAIN
Piles of sand are stacked high, excavators
are busy dumping loads, and trucks
move in and out. The land is enclosed
by towering concrete walls and fences.
The skyline across the Dhaleshwari and
Shitalakkhya turns hazy, as clinker dust
first spirals into the air and then settles
on the rivers, polluting both the air and
water.

This sprawling complex, with its
towering structures standing ominously

Govt reports in
2018, 2019 and
2023 say the
company grabbed
river land

Shipping adviser, VvV
Munshiganj district

under siege from Shah Cement

and has expanded its operations deep into
the two rivers over the years, according
to documents and current and former
officials.

According to the company’s website,
Shah Cement is one of the largest
cement factories in Bangladesh, with a
capacity to produce 10 million tonnes
per year.

During multiple visits in February,
March and April 2025, The Daily Star
found that parts of the massive structures,

: : heavy equipment and a storage facility
at the confluence of the two rivers in admin vow actions Slan(}i al?hepmouth of the two ri%ers. ' “When I visited the
Munshiganj, is a stark reminder of Munshiganj Sadar Assistant Dhaleshwari and
unchecked river grabbing in Bangladesh. Shah Cement Commissioner’s  (Land) Office  also Shitalakkhva rivers
Much of this patch of land belongs denies grubbing confirmed that Shah Cement has o y: Vv
to the Dhaleshwari and Shitalakkhya, . occupied a huge swath of river land in [lll December 2024],[
but Shah Cement has occupied parts of river land Mirersharai Mouza in RS Dag No. 184 and saw that Shah Cement

the two rivers affecting the ecosystem
and the natural flows of the two rivers,
according to four separate government

N <

in Purbo Mukterpur Mouza across RS Dag
No. 301-308.
“We have already completed the survey

has encroached on the
rivers. I immediately

reports. and will serve a notice [on Shah Cement| instructed the
The Munshiganj district administration In a written statement, Shah Cement,a upon completion of the investigation,” officials concerned
and the National River Conservation concern of Abul Khair Group, denied that  Md Rezaul Karim, additional district to take effective
Commission (NRCC) identified the cement it grabbed any river land, but declined to magistrate of Munshiganj, told The Daily o "
factory as an “encroacher” in 2018, 2019  share proof of its “ownership” of the land ~ Star last night. measurces.
and 2023, documents show. in the middle of two rivers. The Daily Star obtained the Revisional
However, the government has yet to ILLEGAL OCCUPATION Survey (RS) records from the Munshiganj M SglI{(II-(I;AGV\];:gT(II-{I%?S)zAIN
take any action to save the rivers. Shah Cement built the factory in 2002 SEE PAGE 8 COL 1 Shipping Adviser ’

Political divide
deepening over

polls timing

SAJJAD HOSSAIN and RASHIDUL HASAN

Bangladesh’s political landscape is becoming increasingly
polarised over the timing of the next election, with
some parties aligning with the BNP to push for polls
by December, while others are willing to wait until key
reforms are implemented.

The BNP accuses the government of deliberate delay.

In a virtual address (o a youth rally in Nayapaltan on
Wednesday, its acting chairman Tarique Rahman said,
“The national election must be held by December.”

Framing the deadlock as a government tactic to cling
to power, Tarique called the delay a betrayal of promised
reforms and national unity.

His remarks drew sharp responses from across the
political spectrum.

Around the same time, Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad
Yunus, during his visit to Japan, said that only one party
was demanding polls in December.

Though he had previously floated the idea of a
December election, the interim government has since
settled on a broader timeline, suggesting polls would be
held anytime between December 2025 and June 2026.

For the BNP, that window is vague -- and far too distant.

Despite several high-level meetings between Yunus and
the political parties, the government has not budged.

A spokesperson for the chief adviser recently reaflirmed
June 2026 as the cut-off time for elections -- a response
that has further entrenched political fault lines, especially

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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Budget to set
10 priorities

Govt puts inflation control,
revenue reform, fiscal restraint
at the heart of its economic plan

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Facing inflation fatigue and fiscal strain, Bangladesh’s
interim government is betting on discipline over
expansion in a new budget built around 10 priorities to
stabilise the economy.

To be unveiled tomorrow, the budget gives top billing
to inflation control, with a target of 6.5 percent in the
fiscal year beginning July 1. That restraint is matched by a
modest growth projection of 5.5 percent, reflecting a shift
away from the expansionary stance of recent years as the
government responds to prolonged economic pressures
and warnings of rising poverty from global organisations.

This time, the budget steers clear of ambitious
promises and outsized projections. In contrast to past
years, the overall size of the budget will be slightly smaller
-- Tk 7,90,000 crore, down 0.87 percent from the current
fiscal year. The development budget will be reduced by
Tk 35,000 crore to Tk 2,30,000 crore, while the revenue
budget will go up by Tk 28,000 crore to Tk 5,60,000 crore.

Fiscal policy will prioritise tighter coordination with
monetary policy, and the budget is expected to reflect
recommendations from key reform commissions and
task force reports. Crucially, securing external budgetary
support, particularly from the International Monetary
Fund, will hinge on the government’s willingness to
meet conditions, including a lower deficit, better subsidy
targeting and more transparency.

A large chunk, 57 percent, of the revenue budget is
earmarked for salaries, subsidies, incentives, and debt
servicing. Allowances and salaries alone are expected to
reach Tk 82,000 crore. The budget may also introduce

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Tax-free income
ceiling (o stay
the same

Govt set to bring a slew

of tax reforms
MD ASADUZ ZAMAN and MOHAMMAD SUMAN

The interim government is set to introduce a wide range of
taxand duty reforms in the upcoming fiscal year o facilitate
the country’s smooth graduation from Least Developed
Country (LDC) status and drive economic growth.

Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed is likely to present
the national budget for 2025-26 on June 2, outlining
measures to ease the cost of doing business.

The tax-free income threshold of Tk 3.5 lakh will be
unchanged in the next fiscal year.

In order to increase revenue, the government is likely to
reintroduce a 30 percent tax rate for high-income earners.

Value Added Tax will be raised for construction firms,
online businesses, plastic goods, duplex boards, synthetic
fibres, cotton yarn, blades and several other items. In
addition, advance income tax (AIT) on commercial
imports is set to increase, along with higher customs
duties on mild steel products.

To encourage the use of essential and environmentally
friendly products, VAT exemptions have been proposed for
eco-friendly utensils, liquefied natural gas (LNG), diapers,
liquid milk packages, and ballpoint pens.

Manufacturers and importers of cold storage
equipment, paper products, buses, newsprint, cancer
treatment devices, and raw materials for pharmaceuticals
and “green industries” will benefit from these measures.

To provide relief to small depositors, the government
may raise the threshold for excise duty exemption on bank

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

A toddler bursts into
tears as his father
bids him farewell at
Kamalapur Railway
Station. While the rest
of the family departs
for their hometown to
celebrate Eid, the man
will remain in the city
for a few more days.
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FUNDING CUTS
Education of 2.3 lakh
Rohingya children

under threat

Says UNICEF, seeks urgent
action to mitigate disaster

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The education of nearly 230,000 Rohingya refugee
children in Cox’s Bazar is under threat due to an acute
and deepening funding crisis, UNICEF warned in a press

release yesterday.

The UN agency said that without immediate and
sustained financial aid, it may be forced to scale back
or suspend critical educational services in the world’s
potentially leaving an entire
generation of Rohingya children behind.

In recent months, UNICEF has faced a significant
decline in humanitarian funding for its operations in the
Rohingya refugee response, affecting the education of
83 percent of school-age children in the camps, who are
enrolled in UNICEF-supported learning centres.

Despite exhaustive efforts to attract new resources and
reprioritise activities, funding gaps have forced UNICEF
to take painful decisions, including suspending support
for host community volunteer teachers working with

largest refugee settlement

kindergarten to grade 2 learners.

A total of 1,179 host community volunteer teachers

will see their contracts end with UNICEF s implementing

partners by June 30, 2025.

High officials of the government receive Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus upon his return at the
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport from Japan early today.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5
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families.

19 more pushed in thru
two border districts

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia
At least 19 more Bangladeshi nationals were
detained after they were pushed in, reportedly by
the Indian Border Security Force (BSF), through
different border points in Chuadanga and Kushtia,
said Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB).

In Kushtia, BGB detained nine Bangladeshis in
the Bhagjot Bazar area of Ramkrishnapur union
in Daulatpur upazila yesterday morning.

The BSF pushed them in through an unfenced
char area of the border in Daulatpur, according to a
press statement signed by Lt Col Mahbub Murshed
Rahman, commander of BGB-47 Battalion.

According to the statement, around four years
ago, the detainees had illegally entered India
through the Bamonhat border in Kurigram and
had been working at a brick kiln in New Delhi.

Meanwhile,
back 10 Bangladeshis through the Jibannagar
border, according (o a press statement signed by
Mohammad Saiful Islam, acting quartermaster
and assistant director of BGB-58 Battalion in
Maheshpur.

According to the statement, a patrol team
from the Benipur Border Outpost (BOP), led by
BGB Nayek Md Moshiar Rahman, detained five
women and five children who had illegally entered
Bangladesh near Border Pillar 61/14-S -- about 10
yards inside Bangladeshi territory
Ali’s Mahogany Garden around 1:00am on Friday.

Jibannagar Police OC Mamun Hossain Biswas
said the detainees were handed over to their

in Chuadanga, BSF pushed

at Achhor

Investor confidence

FROM PAGE 12

hesitant,” he said while addressing a
pre-budget debate for the 2025-26 fiscal
year, organised by Debate for Democracy
at the Film Development Corporation in
the capital yesterday.

Expressing regret over the lack
of dialogues between the interim
government and political parties
regarding the national budget,
Debapriya said, “Such discussions could
have assured investors of a long-term
policy continuity.”

According to him, the government
should pursue fiscal discipline, restore
stability in the banking sector, and
engage in cross-party dialogue to
assure investors of a predictable policy
environment.

“Only then can the budget become a
tool for recovery, not mere survival.”

Debapriya’s comments come at a
time when the interim government is
preparing to announce the national
budget for the next fiscal year on
Monday amid economic uncertainty
and political transition.

Hecriticised theinterim government’s
reliance on borrowing from local banks
and noted that high interest rates and a
weak banking system are undermining
private investment.

“Investment and employment are
interconnected,” he said, adding that
macroeconomic  stability will falter
if confidence in long-term policy
continuity is not ensured.

Expressing concern over the present
state of revenue mobilisation, Debapriya
said Bangladesh’s tax-to-GDP ratio has
dropped below eight percent, which is
among the lowest globally.

He highlighted the case of the
neighbouring nation Nepal, which
collects more tax than Bangladesh
despite having a lower per capita income.

Debapriya cautioned against over
reliance on indirect taxes, saying it
fostersinequality and disproportionately
affects the poor.

To build a fairer system, he called for a
shift toward direct taxation, particularly
targeting luxury spending and wealth.

“Iwo-thirds of our taxes come from
indirect sources. This must change,” he
said, suggesting new tax measures on
second cars, high-value services, and
digital transactions.

Debapriya also urged reforms in tax
administration, including digitisation
and the integration of tax identification
numbers with national IDs, bank
accounts, and social benefit cards to
curb evasion.

“Tax compliance is not just the
government’s job. Citizens must also
demand receipts, avoid cash deals, and
stop enabling the culture of evasion.”

He criticised the Implementation
Monitoring and Evaluation Division
(IMED)'s narrow focus on financial
expenditure rather than performance-
based outcomes, stating, “Budget
accountability must shift from inputs
to impacts. Otherwise, taxpayers lose
faith.”

Regarding budget financing,
Debapriya proposed seizing and
monetising illicit assets to fund next
year’s budget.

“This could be a breakthrough
using laundered, untaxed, and defaulted
funds as a source of budgetary finance.”

Despite some achievements, like
repaying $5 billion in foreign debt and
maintaining exchange rate stability, he
warned that the upcoming budget risks
being a “repackaged version of the past”
without structural change.

While moderating the pre-budget
debate,Hasan Ahmed Chowdhury Kiran,
chairman of Debate for Democracy,
said, “Corruption, inequality, and weak
tax management will hinder budget
implementation.”

Kiran warned that political instability
could deter investment and disrupt
trade.

He urged the interim government to
expose and prosecute corrupt officials
and loan defaulters.

Without tax reform and increased
allocations for health, education,
agriculture, and social security, he said,
the upcoming 2025-26 budget will be
just “old wine in a new bottle”.

A politically neutral tax structure is
essential to restoring fiscal balance, he
added.

Tax-Iree income ceiling to stay the same

FROM PAGE 1

account balances from Tk 1 lakh to Tk
3 lakh. Penalties for import related
misdeclarations are expected to be
reduced to 200 percent from the
current 400 percent.

As part of broader reforms, the
budget will propose withdrawing or
reducing supplementary duties on
622 products and grant duty-free
access for 110 items. This step is aimed
at enhancing trade competitiveness
and expanding market access.

Officials at the finance ministry
say these measures are needed for
enhancing  Bangladesh’s  global
competitiveness after LDC graduation.

To enhance revenue collection
while preparing the economy for
LDC graduation, VAT on services
rendered by construction firms has
been increased from 7.5 percent to 10
percent while the VAT on commissions
from online sales platforms has been
sharply raised from 5 percent to 15
percent.

The VAT at the production stage
of self-copy paper, duplex boards,
and coated paper has been increased
from 7.5 percent to 15 percent.

Similarly, all types of plastic
tableware, kitchenware, household
goods, hygiene products, and toilet
items will now see 15 percent VAT, up
from 7.5 percent.

The VAT on blade production has
been raised from 5 percent to 7.5
percent, while wire cutters, screws,
connectors, nuts, bolts, electric line
hardware, and pole fittings will also

see their VAT increased to 7.5 percent
from 5 percent.

On the taxation front, the specific
tax on mild steel products is set to
rise by approximately 20 percent.
Additionally, the specific tax on
cotton yarn has been raised from Tk 3
to Tk 5 per kg, and the same rate will
apply to yarn made from man-made
fibres or fibre blends. To support local
industries, the AIT on raw material
imports by manufacturers will be
reduced from 3 percent to 2 percent.
US TARIFF RESPONSE
To meet trade challenges, the
National Board of Revenue (NBR) is
set to propose zero import duties on
an additional 110 products. The move
is intended to mitigate the impact
of a proposed 37 percent tariff on
Bangladeshi exports by the US,
following policy changes introduced
by the Trump administration.

The list includes raw materials for
the textile sector, military equipment,
and industrial machinery. The
government aims to expand duty-free
imports to offset the impact of new
tariffs and safeguard market access.
PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY
To reduce healthcare costs, the
budget is expected to expand duty
exemptions on raw materials and
medical equipment. An additional
79 items may be added to the duty-
free list, particularly benefiting
manufacturers of drugs for cancer,
kidney, and vascular diseases.

Besides, the government plans
to exempt duty on cold storage

Political divide deepening
over polls timing

FROM PAGE 1
as the BNP hardened its stance for a
December election.

While some parties endorsed
the BNP’s call as timely, others --
particularly Islamist parties and
newer entrants like the National
Citizens Party (NCP) -- warned against
rushing into elections without key
reforms.

Biplobi Workers Party General
Secretary Saiful Haque claimed
most political parties want polls by
December or even carlier.
not clarifying the need for delay,
he called Yunus’s remarks in Japan
“misleading” and warned of public
agitation. “If the BNP and others take
to the streets over election demands,
it would be unfortunate for the
government.”

Some opposition voices argue
the delay benefits the NCP, the
party many see as closely tied to the
government.

Bangladesh Jatiya Party Chairman
Andaleeve Rahman Partha said
Yunus had initially pointed to
a December timeline. “If the
government is genuinely focused on
holding an election, then two of the
current advisers should no longer
remain in their posts.”

Several parties have echoed this
demand, raising concerns about bias
and fears that the electoral process
is being manipulated to engineer a
favourable outcome.

Nagorik Oikya President
Mahmudur Rahman Manna believes
clections by December are possible.
“If the government wishes, it can be
done, which would be reasonable.”

Reflecting on  the interim
government’s performance so far,
he said the expectations regarding
reforms have not been met. “Even
if the polls timeline is extended, it

doesn’t seem like much more will be
achieved.”

Gono Odhikar Parishad General
Secretary Rashed Khan said polls
must be held by December and
warned the government’s credibility
would be at risk if the two advisers
in question - Information Adviser
Mahfuj Alam and LGRD and Sports
Adviser Asif Mahmud Sajeeb Bhuyain
-- are not removed.

The NCP, on the other hand,
alleged that by constantly pressing for
the election, the BNP is “threatening”
the government.

Its Chief Coordinator Nasiruddin
Patwary vesterday said, “What the
BNP is saying -- that the election must
be held in December -- is a threat to
the government.

“If the BNP tries to topple the
government or something, things will
escalate into a conflict.”

Backing the chief adviser’s
timeline, Patwary said that without
reforming constitutional institutions,
any election would merely replace
Sheikh Hasina with another party
figurehead.

Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-Islami sticks
to its preference for reforms and trial
first and then polls.

SpeakingataneventinKishoreganj
yesterday, its Nayeb-e-Ameer Mujibur
Rahman said that while the people of
Bangladesh want an election, they do
not want one of “just any kind”.

“We'll tell the government that
justice must come first, then reforms,
and only after that, the election can
take place.”

Downplaying the prospect of
conflict, Jamaat’s Assistant Secretary
General Ahsanul Mahboob Zubair
on Iriday said, “There might be a
difference of opinion regarding the
polls’ timeframe ... But I don’t think
there would be any conflict ... The
issue will be settled through political

machinery, including compressors,
to stabilise food prices and reduce
post-harvest losses.

Duty cuts are also likely for raw
materials used in toy and cricket
bat production. The tariff value of
imported toys may be set at $4 per kg,
while duty on willow wood, used in
cricket bats, may be lowered from 37
percent to 26 percent.

CUTS FOR PUBLIC TRANSPORT

In an effort to ease traffic congestion,
the import duty on buses with
1640 seats is expected (o fall
from 10 percent to 5 percent and
supplementary duty on microbuses
with 10-15 seats from 20 percent to 10
percent.

The government is also likely to
reduce the specific duty on refined
sugar imports from Tk 4,500 to Tk
4,000 per tonne.

BOOST FOR SOFTWARE
EXPORTERS

The government may reduce import
duty on development tools, operating
systems, databases, and security
software from 10 percent to 5 percent.

Tariffs on lipstick and face wash
may be doubled to $40 per kg. A
similar increase is expected for
chocolates.

The duty on import of helicopters
is expected to rise from 1 percent to
10 percent.

The government wants to lower
energy costs for power generation
and industrial operations by doing
away the 15 percent VAT on its import.

wisdom and reality.”

He added that once a proper
election roadmap is unveiled, political
disagreements would ease.

Islami  Andolon  Bangladesh,
while critical of the government’s
“inefficiency”, said the BNP’s
firm stance could amount to
brinkmanship. Its Ameer, Syed
Muhammad Rezaul Karim, said

political forces were now split between
“patriots and power-seekers”.

“The patriots are demanding
reforms, justice, and polls, while the
power-seekers are only eager for a
quick election,” he told supporters at
arally in Bogra on Thursday.

“Even the Indians are showing
interest in a quick election, and
some parties in our country are
eager for the same... We know the
past of those crying for polls. Under
their leadership, Bangladesh became
champion in corruption. After the
July wuprising, that opportunity
should not be given to anyone again.”

Heinsisted the interim government
must first deliver reforms and justice
for the July killings. “If' there’s any
negligence, we will protest. But
repeatedly calling for an election
and making the country unstable is
meaningless.”

The party’s Secretary General
Yunus Ahmed said, “We say that
if  necessary reforms are not
implemented and the Kkillers of July
are not brought tojustice, the election
will not be free, fair, or meaningful

The BNP, from its partisan
perspective, wants the election by
December. But we support the chief
adviser’s timeline.”

Some are advocating a middle
ground. Bangladesh Khelafat
Maijlish’s Mamunul Haque suggested
an election by March 2026 -- allowing
space for essential reforms while
avoiding Ramadan and the monsoon.

Misery persists in coastal areas

FROM PAGE 12

Sylhet, Sunamganj, Moulvibazar, and
Netrokona districts within the next two
days.

The BMD has advised lowering signals
at the maritime ports of Chattogram,
Cox’s Bazar, Mongla, and Payra.

The Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA) also
lifted the restriction on inland water
transportation yesterday.

Meanwhile, a trawler on the Meghna
river near Noakhali’s Hatiya capsized
around 3:00pm yesterday, leaving a cop
dead.

The trawler was carrying 39
passengers. Of them, 30 were rescued
alive, and eight people, including a
police officer, remain missing, said
AKM Azmal Huda, officer-in-charge of
Hatiya Police Station.

Four Dhaka-bound flights were
diverted to Chattogram yesterday
afternoon due to bad weather. Engineer
Ibrahim Khalil, a spokesperson for the
airport, said the flights would return to
Dhaka once conditions improve.

“Based on  preliminary data,
approximately 378  unions and
municipalities were affected by the
deep depression, leaving 259 houses
completely damaged and 8,901 partially
damaged,” said Netai Chandra Dey
Sarker, director of monitoring and
information management at DDM.

He added that the final data would
be compiled soon, and relief will be
disbursed accordingly.

In Cox’s Bazar, residents of St
Martin’s Island are facing acute food
and water shortages and power outages,
as boat services remained suspended for
the sixth day due to inclement weather.

Teknaf Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Sheikh Ehsan Uddin said aid had been
sent to tackle the crisis, and more relief
would be dispatched once boat services
resume.

In Patuakhali, a newly built section
of Marine Drive near Kuakata beach
collapsed due to tidal surges on
Thursday.

Md Robiul Islam, UNO of Kalapara,
said two-thirds of the 1,350m road was
washed away, and a probe committee
was formed amid allegations of
substandard construction.

In Barishal, floodwaters have been
receding in most southern rivers.

However, the Meghna is flowing above
danger levels at Tajumuddin and the
Lohalia at Katipara. Parts of Monpura
upazila remain inundated.

The fisheries sector in Barishal has
suffered Tk 45 crore in losses, according
to local officials.

In Khulna, at least 15,000 residents in
Harinkhola, Koyra-2, Gobra, Ghatakhali,
Madinabad, and parts of Koyra upazila
sadar are living in fear after around
300 metres of embankment near
Harinkhola collapsed.

In Bagerhat, tidal surges submerged
five freshwater pondsin the Sundarbans,
contaminating drinking water sources
for wildlife and forest staff. Two deer
died, and one fawn was rescued.

Officials said embankments in
Sharankhola upazila were breached,
flooding the homes of over 100 families.
No damage was reported to houses or
fish enclosures.

In Rangamati, heavy rain and strong
winds damaged five bamboo-thatched
homes in the New Thangnang area of
Baghaichhari’s Sajek union yesterday
morning. No injuries were reported.

In Habiganj, thousands of locals
are fearful as parts of the Khowai river
embankment collapsed in the Bhadai
area, due to continuous rain and
unreinforced embankments.

In Sylhet, heavy monsoon rain caused
severe  waterlogging,  submerging
major roads and key areas. Though the
Surma stayed below the danger level,
clogged drains and canals worsened the
situation.

The Sylhet City Corporation has
opened a control room to manage the
crisis.

The situation in the Sylhet region
has been worsened by heavy upstream
rainfall. India’s Cherrapunji recorded
410mm of rain, and Mawsynram
recorded 397mm in the 24 hours up to
9:00amyesterday. Bothareasare located
uphill from Sylhet’'s Companiganj and
Sunamganj’s Chhatak upazilas.

According (o the FFWC, the Surma at
Kanaighat was flowing 29c¢m below the
danger level yesterday, the Someshwari
was 46cm below at Kalmakanda in
Netrokona, the Sari was 57cm below at
Sarighat in Jaintiapur, and the Gowain
was 74cm below at Gowainghat in
Sylhet.

Budget to set 10 priorities

FROM PAGE 1

dearness allowances of 10 to 20
percent for government employees,
adding further to recurring costs.

Subsidy  expenditure, led by
electricity and fertiliser, is projected
to hit Tk 1,16,000 crore, inflated
by rising arrears. Oflicials say the
government will use the budget to
outline a gradual subsidy reduction
plan in line with IMF advice.
Meanwhile, interest payments will
account for around 22 percent of
the revenue budget, a burden the
government aims to reduce in phases.

To ease fiscal pressure, the
government will lean more on foreign
loans, especially for budget support,
given their longer repayment periods
— typically 20 to 30 years -- compared
to five years for domestic loans.

Still, limited fiscal space means
large increases in spending on health,
education, or social protection are
unlikely. Even so, those sectors
remain among the 10 priority areas,
with the budget expected to protect
core social programmes, including
food subsidies for low-income groups.

Of the 58 ministries and divisions,
the top 10 are expected to receive Tk
2,96,000 crore, roughly 38 percent
of the total outlay. The largest
share will go to the Secondary and
Higher Education Division. The
Local Government Division, which
previously topped the list, will see a
reduced allocation this year.

Allocations for defence, primary
and mass education, power, and social
welfare may see marginal reductions.
Health services and public security
are set for modest increases, while
allocations to agriculture and road
transport are likely to remain flat.

Officials say the budget will take
a conservative approach to revenue
targets, aiming to collect Tk 5,64,000
crore, up 4.25 percent from the
original target and 8.8 percent from
the revised estimate. The National
Board of Revenue’s goal has been set
at Tk 4,99,000 crore, marking a 3.95
percent rise from the original figure
and 7.65 percent above the revised
target. The numbers reflect cautious
optimism amid weak collection
performance this year.

To boost collections, the
government is rolling out several
tax reforms. These include curbing
exemptions, introducing a uniform
VAT rate of 15 percent, and widening
the digital net for tax filings. A
medium- and long-term revenue
strategy is also on the cards to
modernise the system.

Among the proposals are an
electronic platform for tax deduction
at source and tighter VAT registration
rules. Businesses with annual
turnover above Tk 50 lakh will now
be eligible for enlistment, down from
the previous Tk 3 crore threshold, as
part of an effort to broaden the tax
base.
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ICT CASE

Charges against
Hasina to be
pressed today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

NAT’L EYE HOSPITAL
Services halted
for fourth day,
patients sutler

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The prosecution of the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) is set to press
formal charges against ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina today in a case
filed over crimes against humanity
during the July mass uprising.

The ICT prosecutors confirmed the
development yesterday.

On May 12, the Investigation Agency of
the tribunal submitted its probe report
against the deposed prime minister,
bringing five allegations of crimes against
humanity during the July uprising.

Former home minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal and former IGP Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun were named co-
accused in the report.

Hasina is already facing two other
cases filed with the ICT -- one over alleged
involvement in enforced disappearances
and extrajudicial killings during the
Awami League rule, and the other over
killings during the 2013 Hefazat-e-Islam
rally at Shapla Chattar in Motijheel. 1

Citing the probe report, ICT Chief o
Prosecutor Tajul Islam on May 12
said Hasina is directly responsible for
ordering all state forces, her party, and

Gazi Mohammad Akhter arrived in Dhaka from Cumilla
on Friday, expecting to be admitted to the National
Institute of Ophthalmology and Hospital yesterday for a
surgery scheduled for today.

“The doctor fixed June 1 for the date [of operation] on
March 23. But I found the hospital out of service today
[Saturday],” Akhter told this correspondent at the gate of
the specialised hospital.

At the time, he was asking an Ansar member deployed
at the gate when the hospital might resume operations.

“Iam a cancer patient, and my next course of treatment
depends on this operation. What can I do now?” he said.

Neyamat Ullah Momin, a private service holder who
had travelled from Rampura for a follow-up appointment,
shared similar frustration.

“I' had no idea about the situation... This is unfair to the
patients,” he said.

Like Akhter and Neyamat, hundreds of patients suffered
as the 250-bed hospital remained non-operational for
the fourth consecutive day following a tripartite clash on
Wednesday.

The Daily Star could not reach Prof Khair Ahmed
Choudhury, the hospital’s director who is currently on
leave, or acting director Zane Alam for comment.

Meanwhile, the health ministry issued a statement

a A
PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Hundreds of patients are suffering as the National Institute of

Ophthalmology and Hospital remained non-operational for the fourth

SEE PAGE 9 COL 8 consecutive day yesterday, following a tripartite clash on Wednesday. SEE PAGE 9 COL 5
EC REGISTRATION Robbers .
SCrerdict Japan €yes Bangladesh loot vehicle ‘Murdered’ in July
ggpég??jé;y as key investment hub  carrying _ uprising, man fights
STAFF CORRESPONDENT Dhaka needs to improve environment, ensure Slifg) thE’S PEE:;:II}TIIY tO prove he’ S al ive
The Appellate Division of the stability, say foreign-policy and trade analysts tangail ’
Supreme Court is scheduled Robbers  looted  cash, His brother filed murder case

to deliver its verdict today
on Jamaat-e-Islami’s
appeal against a High
Court verdict that scrapped
its registration with the
Election Commission (EC) as
a political party.

According o the
Supreme Court website,
the appeal has been listed
as item No-l1 in today’s
cause list of a four-member
bench of the Appellate
Division, headed by Chief
Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed,
for pronouncement of the
judgement.

On May 14, the apex
court bench fixed the date
after concluding hearing

on the appeal.
On August 1, 2013, the
High  Court cancelled

Jamaat’s registration with
the EC following a writ
petition. Maulana Syed
Rezaul Haque Chandpuri,
secretary  general  of
the Bangladesh Tarigat
Federation, along with 24
others, filed the petition on
January 25, 2009, seeking
a court order declaring the
party’s registration illegal.

The EC subsequently
scrapped Jamaat’s
registration in  October

2018, ahead of the 1lth
national election.

Jamaat later filed an
appeal with the Appellate
Division, challenging the
HC verdict.

Amend law for stronger

tobacco control

PORIMOL PALMA

Emerging from the initial
uncertainty following last
year’s political transition,
Japan has re-engaged with
Bangladesh in a robust way,
which was reflected during
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus’ recent visit to Tokyo,
according to foreign-policy
and trade analysts.

During the trip, Japan
agreed to provide Bangladesh
with  budgetary  support
alongside loans and grants
worth $1.063 billion, while
eight other memoranda of
understanding were signed

covering human-resource
development, worker
recruitment, the business

environment, and factory set-
ups in the Bangladesh Special
Economic Zone.

The chief adviser and
his Japanese counterpart
Prime  Minister  Shigeru
Ishiba also committed
(o signing an Economic
Partnership Agreement
(EPA) in the coming months
— an indication of Tokyo’s
eagerness to relocate factories
here under its China Plus One
strategy, analysts said.

Japan is in the process of
providing five patrol boats
to the Bangladesh Navy,
and the two countries have
agreed in principle to sign
an agreement on Transfer

Speakers tell event

of Defence Equipment and
Technology as part of security
cooperation.

“Since independence,
Japan has been the largest
development  partner of
Bangladesh. It wants to

relocate many more factories

o,

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Japan pledges $1.063b in
budgetary support, loans,
and grants

8 new MoUs signed covering
human resource dev, worker
recruitment, factory setups

EPA talks underway, aiming
to boost trade, investment

China Plus One strategy fuels
factory relocations

Japan to provide 5 patrol
boats; pursue defence
equipment transfer agreement

here, but faces diflerent
forms of bottlenecks. That’s
also true in the case of
recruiting workers to Japan,”
said Abdullah-Al Mamun,
associate professor of
Japanese Studies, University
of Dhaka.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Health Adviser Nurjahan Begum yesterday
said the government spends far more on
healthcare than the revenue it earns from
tobacco companies.

“If we can prevent the use of tobacco
products, we won’t have to spend so much
on treating tobacco-related diseases such
as cancer. If we want to focus on disease
prevention, we must build a tobacco-free
Bangladesh,” she said.

She was speaking at a discussion at
the Osmani Memorial Auditorium in
the capital, marking World No Tobacco
Day, according to a press release of the
ministry.

The National Tobacco Control Cell
organised the programme, with this year’s
theme being: “Unmasking the appeal:
Exposing industry tactics on tobacco and
nicotine products.”

The health adviser said although
Bangladesh has signed the World Health
Organization’s Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control, government officials still
hold positions on the boards of tobacco
companies “to ensure their businesses run
smoothly.”

“This  contradiction is completely
unacceptable. We must speak out clearly
about this. If we cannot speak now, we may
never be able to,” she said.

The health adviser added, “They
[tobacco companies] exploit our labourers
and poison our soil, air, and environment
-~ we can never accept this.”

If we can prevent the use of
tobacco products, we won’t have
to spend so much on treating
tobacco-related diseases such

as cancer. If we want to focus

on disease prevention, we must
build a tobacco-free Bangladesh.

Nurjahan Begum, Health Adviser

To effectively enforce the tobacco
control act, it must be amended, and
work is already underway in this regard,
she said.

Tobacco companies are targeting
teenagers and the youth in various ways
and are creating numerous obstacles, she

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Since 1972, Tokyo has
provided more than $24
billion in loans and grants for
infastructure projects such as
the metro rail, Dhaka airport’s
third terminal, Araihazar
Special Economic Zone and
Matarbari Deep-Sea Port.

More than 350 Japanese
companies currently operate
in Bangladesh.

Abdullah, who is also
executive director of Japan-
based think-tank Pan-Asia
Research Institute (PARI), said
“Japan is usually reluctant to
provide budget support”.

“This must be a great relief
to our economy that Japan
this time is providing budget
support  to  Bangladesh.
I's a gesture of cemented
relationship,” he said.

“Under the China Plus One
business strategy, Japan has
been relocating many of its
factories to other countries
including in ASEAN and South
Asian countries,” he said,
observing that Bangladesh
has lagged behind Vietnam
and Thailand in capturing
Japanese relocation.

“Complicated procedures
at the National Board of
Revenue and ports, frequent
changes of law, slow supply
chain  network  became
bottenecks on the way of
Japanese investments into
Bangladesh,” Abdullah said.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

mobile phones and other
valuables on a microbus
carrying an expatriate
from Jordan and her
relatives  yesterday on
Dhaka-Tangail  highway
in Tangail’s Mirzapur
upazila.

Following the robbery,
police seized the microbus
which had been abandoned
by the gang while being
chased by the police.

Sumaiya Akter, a
passenger of the microbus,
said her sister-in-law,
Beauty Akter, is an
expatriate who arrived
from Jordan at Dhaka
airport on Friday.

They rented a microbus
from Tongi area. Beauty’s
sister, father, and their
children were also in the
vehicle.

“Around 2:30am, when
our microbus reached
Postkamuri Charpara
on the highway, a gang
of 7-8 armed robbers on
a microbus came from
behind and intercepted
us. They looted everything
from us at gunpoint,” she
said.

A patrol team of police
chased the robbers, but
the gang opened fire and
managed to flee. Tuhin
Miah, assistant (o the
wrecker driver of the

SEE PAGE 9 COL 4

following ‘dispute’ over property

AMINUL ISLAM and
MUNTAKIM SAAD

Md Selim, a grocer from
Beltoli Bazar in Mymensingh’s
Phulbaria, has been listed as
dead in a murder case filed
over last year’s July uprising.
The case alleges that he
was shot dead by police near
Kajla Petrol Pump in Dhaka’s
Jatrabari on August 3 and was
subsequently buried near a
graveyard in Gopibagh.
Ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina, Awami League
General Secretary
Obaidul Quader, ~
and former /

home minister | .1

Asaduzzaman

Khan Kamal \ © = ¢
were among 41 ’n'
people named -
as accused in the
case.

The case was filed by Selim’s
clder brother, Golam Mostofa,
who claimed his 50-year-old
brother was gunned down
during the protest. Two more
brothers -~ Helal Uddin and
Abul Hossain -- backed up the
claim as witnesses.

But there’s just one
problem: Selim is alive.

These days, Selim -- who
had never even set foot in

Dhaka before August 5 --
finds himself going from one
government office to another,
trying to prove that he is, in
fact, alive.

The case has stirred
up quite a commotion in
Mymensingh, as Selim is very
much alive despite being
shown as dead in a case filed
in connection with the July
uprising.

These days, Selim - who
had never even set foot
in Dhaka before August

_ 5 - finds himself going

*_from one government
office to another,
trying to prove that

he is, in fact, alive.

The  answer, many
believe, lies in a bitter
inheritance feud. After the
death of their father nearly
two decades ago, the four
brothers had been locked
in a dispute over ancestral
property. With Selim having
no sons -- only two daughters
— his brothers allegedly saw
an opening.

And they took it.
To achieve this, Mostofa
reportedly hatched a plan to
SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

£ 50 wnhens ""‘Q

A boy crosses a precarious makeshift bridge amid ongoing DPDC construction work in the capital’s Kalyanpur area. With a blocked road causing
prolonged disruptions for over a month, pedestrians and vehicles alike struggle to move through the congested site.

PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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orkers block
road in Gazipur
demanding arrears

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Workers from a footwear factory staged
a demonstration in Gazipur’s Sreepur
uparzila yesterday, demanding payment of
their unpaid salaries for April and May.

According to witnesses, workers of MK
Footwear Limited began protesting inside
the factory in Chakpara village around
10:00am.

They later moved outside and blocked the
Maona-Shailat regional road, halting traffic

particularly small vehicles - for nearly two
hours. Traffic flow resumed around noon.

Abdul Latif Khan, inspector of the
Gazipur Industrial Police (Sreepur Zone),
said the protest erupted after factory
authorities failed to clear the dues as
promised earlier.

“The workers dispersed and returned
home following an assurance that their
wages would be paid,” he said.

Mizanur Rahman, administrative
manager of MK Footwear, said discussions
with senior management were ongoing.
“All dues will be cleared,” he added.

Two killed in Ctg

road accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two people were killed and (wo others
seriously injured in a head-on collision
between a CNG-run auto-rickshaw and a
microbus on the PAB road in Chattogram’s
Anwara upazila yesterday morning.

The accident occurred around 8:30am in
Mazar Gate area on the Anwara-Banshkhali
PAB road, said Anwara Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Md Monir Hossain.

The identities of the deceased have not
been confirmed yet.

OC Monir said the injured -- Alomgir,
28, and Brishna Dash, 29 -- were sent to
a hospital. Md Azam, a local, said a city-
bound auto-rickshaw from Chambol
in Banshkhali collided head-on with a
Banshkhali-bound microbus at Mazar
Gate, killing two passengers on the spot.

-

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Blacksmiths are passing a busy time ahead of Eid-ul-Azha, with a surge in demand for knives, axes, and cleavers used in
sacrificial rituals. Some customers are having their old tools sharpened at the shops. Currently, various iron items are being sold
at Tk 350-900 per kg, depending on quality. The photo was taken at the Boyra Mostafa intersection in Khulna city yesterday.

Trauma centre lies
abandoned for 7 years

TANJIL HASAN, Munshiganj

Built to save lives along the busy Dhaka-
Mawa Expressway, a 20-bed trauma centre in
Shologhar, Srinagar upazila of Munshiganj has
stood unused since its completion in 2018.

Constructed at a cost of Tk 2.29 crore,
the three-storey facility was intended to
provide emergency treatment to road crash
victims from nearby
highways. But seven
years on, the trauma
centre remains
locked, abandoned
and steadily falling
into disrepair.

When The Daily
Star visited recently,
thebuilding was found
in a dilapidated state.
Walls are peeling,
floors are damp with moss, and rust is eating
away at metal fittings. Flectrical and sanitary
equipment have reportedly been stolen, while
wild overgrowth surrounds the complex.

Locals allege the once-promising facility
has become a hangout for drug users. “This
place was supposed to save lives. Instead, it has
become a source of fear for us,” said Shafiqul
Islam, a nearby resident.

e

The trauma centre is one of 21 such facilities
built across the country under government
initiatives since 2004. Almost all remain non-
operational, according to health department
sources.

Each centre was designed (o be staffed with
at least 34 personnel, including 14 doctors
alongside nurses, technicians and support
staff. However, these posts were never filled.

Barun Kumar
Biswas, executive
engineer of the Public
Works Department in
Munshiganj, said the
building’s  condition
has worsened due to
years of neglect. “We
sought Tk 59 lakh for
civil repairs and Tk
17 lakh for replacing
stolen electrical
equipment, but the ministry only approved Tk
20 lakh. That’s not enough,” he said.

Munshiganj Civil Surgeon Dr Manjurul
Alam said they could not take over the building
due to its incomplete setup. “Without staff
recruitment and necessary equipment, the
centre cannot be made functional. At this
point, we don’t expect it to open within the
next few years,” he told The Daily Star.

Justice for hanged

Lightning,
electrocution
kill 2 women

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Netrokona

Two women died in separate
incidents of lightning
strike and electrocution

in Kendua wupazila of
Netrokona yesterday.

Meem Akter, 14, a
madrasa  student, was

struck by lightning while

bringing cattle home
during rain at Dumri
village of Goradoba union
around 2:30pm.

Family members rushed
her to Kendua Upazila
Health Complex, where the
on-duty doctor declared
her dead.

In another incident,
Marufa Akter, 30, a
housewife, died from

electrocution after coming
in contact with the wet
floor of the bathroom,
which  was electrified
from a snapped live wire
through the tin roof. The
incident happened around
6:30am at Roailbari village
in Amtala union.

Two sisters drown
in B’baria canal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Swept away by the strong current of a canal,
two sisters tragically drowned while they were
bringing back cattle in Nasirnagar upazila of
Brahmanbaria.

Their bodies were recovered yesterday
morning from the Titas River, which flows
through the Akashia Haor in Gokarna union of
the upazila, after they went missing on Friday
evening.

The deceased were identified as Maria Akter, 11,
and Samia Akter, 8, daughters of Minar Ali from
Gokarna village. Both were students of a local
primary school.

Md Khairul Alam, officer-in-charge of
Nasirnagar Police Station, confirmed the incident.

The siblings were driving their cattle along
the edge of the canal when the strong current
swept them away. Villagers and relatives, along
with police and fire service personnel, searched
for them with boats throughout the night.
Announcements were also made from the local
mosque’s loudspeaker.

Yesterday morning, Maria’s body was found
floating near the Gokarna embankment on the
Titas River. Shortly afterwards, Samia’s body was
found entangled in a fishing net nearby.

Python rescued
near C

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A 10-foot-long Burmese python weighing
around 18 kilogrammes was rescued from
outside a residence in Jamtal Dolai Para, near the
Chittagong University yesterday afternoon.

Members of the Society for Snake and
Snakebite Awareness, a student-led initiative at
the university, responded to a call from residents
who spotted the snake near their home.

The group safely captured the python around
1:30pm and released it into the forest near the
Faculty of Biological Sciences.

According to the organisation, residents of the
house became alarmed upon spotting the python
near their premises and immediately alerted the
team.

“We rushed to the scene to ensure the
residents’ safety and successfully captured the
non-venomous python,” the group said in a
statement.

This is the second python rescue reported near
the campus this month.

Amend law for stronger tobacco
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Jamaat leaders first,

then reforms, polls
Says Nayeb-e-Amir Mujibur
Rahman

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

Jamaat-e-Islami leader Mujibur Rahman yesterday
said those behind the “killings of party leaders in
the name of justice” during the Awami League’s
regime should be tried first, before reforms and
polls.

The Jamaat Nayeb-e-Ameer and former MP was
addressing the council of its local unit at the old
stadium in Kishoreganj yesterday.

He said they are seeing signs of justice since their
leader ATM Azharul Islam was released following his
acquittal in a 1971 war crimes case.

“But those who were involved in the unjust
killings, with the help of the judiciary, must be tried
first,” he said, referring to the hanging of several
top leaders during the AL regime on charges of
committing crimes against humanity during the
Liberation War.

In a veiled reference to the BNP, Mujibur said,
“But a party neither wants justice, nor reform. They
only want an election... We will not accept such
elections under the existing electoral structure, as
we saw since 2014.”

Mujibur introduced the Jamaat candidates for
the six constituencies in Kishoreganj in the next
national election.

SMAMCH/05/2025/292 Recruitment Notice
SIN Designation Noof Criteria
Posts
1.(a) MBBS and MPH from a recognized instituation.
0l Assistant Director 0l (b) Updated BMDC registration certificate.
(Hospital) 2. Minimum 10 years of experience as an Assistant
Director (Hospital) in DMP area.
1. MBA in Marketing from a reputed university.
2. Minimum 10 years of experience as an Assistant
0. Assistant Director 0l Director (Sales & Marketing).
(Sales & Marketing) 3. The applicants should have experience in the
following business area(s): Hospital; Direct
Selling/ Marketing Service Company.
Read before to apply:

Applicant must attach a pay order (Non-refundable) of BDT 500/- (Five hundred taka) in favor
of "Shaheed Monsur Ali Medical College Hospital”.

A cover letter (Attention to Director) with a passport size photo, a complete CV, Photocopy
of NID, Updated BM&DC Registration (only for serial no.- 01), Photocopy of all educational
certificates and experiance to the application.

The application must be sent by courier or hand to the office of Shaheed Monsur Ali Medical
College Hospital, Uttara, Dhaka- 1230,

For viva T/A or D/A will not be provided.

Deadline of application: 25-06-2025. Director (Hospital)

Shaheed Monsur Ali Medical College Hospital

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
High Court Division
(Statutory Original Jurisdiction)
Company Matter No. 848 of 2025
In the Matter of
Syed A K Anwaruzzaman ...... Petitioner
-Versis-
The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and Firms ----Respondent
Maotice is hereby given that an application under section 81(2) read
with section 85 (3) along with section 396 of the Companies Act,
1994 was moved before the Company Bench of the Hon ble High
Court Division for condonation of delay in holding the 105, 11",
12*% and 13" Annual General Meeting of 2021, 2022, 2023 and
2024 of the company namely Marina Park & Resorts Limited,
Upon preliminary hearing Honorable Justice Ahmed Sohel was
pleased to admit the application on 22.05.2025 and given direction
to submit affidavit in compliance by 29.06.2025. Anyone desirous
to contest the said application may appear before the Hon'ble
Court either personally or through duly authorized Advocate.
Copy of the application may be obtained from the undersigned on
payment of prescribed fees.
Jagadish Chandra Saha
Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Room No. 4048, Sohrwardi Bhaban (3rd Floor)
Supreme Court Bar, Shahbag, Dhaka-1000

FROM PAGE 3
said, adding, “We must
overcome these challenges

together.”
Fisheries and Livestock
Adviser Farida  Akhter

said although the import
of e-cigarettes is banned,
tobacco companies are
trying to produce them
domestically.

She said workers in
their factories are being
exploited.

“They try to portray
as if the Bangladesh
government  runs  on
money  from  tobacco

companies -- this is false.
Our government runs on
the people’s money,” she

said.
Tobacco is  mostly
cultivated on fertile

lands by rivers, which not
only harms agricultural
production  but  also
reduces fish reproduction,
she said.

It is also having negative
health impacts on children,
adolescents, and women,
she added.

Prof Sayedur Rahman,
special assistant to the
chief adviser for the health
ministry, said tobacco
companies conduct
research to create and
expand their market.

Although students
are the main targets of

these companies, it is
unfortunate that textbooks
contain nothing about the
harms of tobacco.

With Health Services
Division Secretary Saidur
Rahman in the chair,
the programme was also
addressed by  Railways
Secretary Fahimul Islam,
Director General of the
Directorate  General of
Health Services Prof
Abu Zafar, Deputy
Representative  of  the
WHO Country Office in
Bangladesh Rajesh Narwal,
and National Tobacco
Control Cell Programme
Director Sheikh Momena
Moni.
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Tender Mo : KL/PD-189/2017-

= Planning and Development Division
Khulna University, Khulna

e-Tender Notice No. 06/2024-2025

Date : 29/05/2025

procurement of

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP system portal (http:www.eprocure gov.bd) for the

GD-1328

Tender | Package [ . Online Tender Closing
N f the Waork
IDNo.| No fme af the Hrar and Opening date
|Procurement,  Supply and  Installation  of MNecessary
1120341 "\“_ P~ |Equipments for {.')phlh..ﬂlumlngy Department of Medical [.)-'IHI! ifz-fllll-zﬂlﬁ
425/2025 |Centre, Khulna Universtiv Timme : 03:00 PM
il"f‘l‘h‘.‘l.‘l]‘l‘."n'lt.'ll.l uf-.l..'il.lg:lﬁl:t--riilg and Other -I'_'.qu.l-|.'r.|-r1-er:Lh for
1110395 KU/PD- |Khulna University, Khulna (Lot-02) (Re:) Date : 22-Jun-2025
| 41572025 Time : 03:00 PM
|Procurement  of Chemical and Necessary Laboratory
111935] KLI/PD- :I-'a;||1i|;1rnr_'|1t for Central Laboratory of Khulna University Date © 22-Jun-2025
0| 42272025 Fime : 03:00 PM
il‘rlt.wun:mun.'t and 'Supﬁll}' of BookJournals for Central
. 1 ‘ vt aite + 22-Fun-202
1119089 I:qul'_: .I_|hr.|.r_',- of Khulna Unversity [_-‘.l:L.:‘_ Jun-2025
4272025 Fime : 03:00 PM
iI‘mcurcmen.i and Instailation of 100 Nos Brand Computer
1118252 KL/PD- |(i3) for Laboratory of Different Discipling of Khulna| Daie:22-Jun-2023
77| 423/2025 (University (Lot-2) Fime : 03:00 PM
This is an online tender, where only e-tender will be accepted in the National ¢-GP portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the Mational e-Gp system portal
(httpwww eprocure,gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the
Mational e-Gp system portal have 1o be deposited onling through any registered Bank branches upto banking

hours on e-GP system. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-Gp system portal
and e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure gov.bd).

Planning & Development Division

{(Prof. Dr. Kazi Saiful Islam)

Director { In Charge)

Khulna University
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60 more killed in Gaza

Israel threatens Hamas with ‘annihilation’ as Trump says Gaza ceasefire close

AGENCIES
Israeli strikes Kkilled at least 60 people
in Gaza yesterday as Tel Aviv warned of
annihilating Hamas if it does not accept
a hostage deal in Gaza.

It came amid dire conditions on the
ground, with the United Nations warning
that Gaza’s entire population was at risk
of famine.

Amid the bloodshed, US President
Donald Trump announced that a ceasefire
agreement was “very close”.

Defence Minister Israel Katz said
Hamas must agree to a ceasefire proposal
presented by US envoy Steve WitkofT or be
destroyed, after the Palestinian group said
the deal failed to satisfy its demands.

“The Hamas murderers will now be
forced to choose: accept the terms of
the “Witkoff Deal’ for the release of the
hostages -- or be annihilated.”

Negotiations to end nearly 20 months
of war in Gaza have so far failed to achieve
a breakthrough, with Israel resuming
operations in March following a short-
lived truce.

In the United States, Trump told
reporters “they’re very close (o an
agreement on Gaza”, adding: “We'll let
you know about it during the day or
maybe tomorrow.”

Food shortages in Gaza persist, with
aid only trickling in after the partial
lifting by Israel of a more than two-month
blockade.

Trump ‘tough love’

better than no love
Says EU’s diplomatic chief

AFP, Singapore

The Furopean Union’s diplomatic

Kallas yesterday said the continent was beefing up
defence spending after “tough love” from the Trump
administration, as she called for stronger ties to counter

China’s “economic might”.

Speaking at the Shangri-lLa defence forum in
Singapore, Kallas was responding to comments by US
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, who called President
Donald Trump’s insistence on more military spending

Jens Laerke, a spokesman for the UN
humanitarian agency, called Gaza “the
hungriest place on Earth”.

“It’s the only defined area -- a country
or defined territory within a country --
where you have the entire population at
risk of famine,” he said.

Later, the UN condemned the “looting
of large quantities of medical equipment”
and other supplies “intended for
malnourished children” from one of its
Gaza warchouses by armed individuals.

chief Kaja AFP, Singapori

Aid groups have warned that
desperation for food and medicine
among Gazans was causing security to
deteriorate.

Israel has doubled down on its
settlement expansion in the occupied
West Bank, while defying calls from
French President Emmanuel Macron
and other world leaders for a two-state
solution.

This week Israel announced the
creation of 22 new settlements in the

Hegseth
China was

yesterday
“credibly

the region.

US Secretary of Defence Pete
warned that
preparing”
to use military force to upend the
balance of power in Asia, vowing the
United States was “here (o stay” in

Hegseth says threat from

to ‘quickly upgrade’ thei
defences

Says US here

China“real”, urges Asian allies

Palestinian territory, which Israel has
occupied since 1967.

London said the move was a “deliberate
obstacle” to Palestinian statehood while
Egypt called it “a provocative and blatant
new violation of international law and
Palestinian rights”.

The 57-member Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation, which includes
Egypt, also condemned Israel’s decision.

On Friday, Katz vowed to build a
“Jewish Israeli state” in the West Bank.

Israeli settlements in the Palestinian
territory are considered illegal under
international law and seen as a major
obstacle (o a lasting peace in the decades-
long Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Katz framed the move as a direct
rebuke to Macron and others pushing for
recognition of a Palestinian state.

Macron on Friday said that recognition
of a Palestinian state, with some
conditions, was “not only a moral duty,
but a political necessity”.

Isracl’'s foreign ministry accused
the French president of undertaking a
“crusade against the Jewish state”.

On Friday, Gaza’s civil defence agency
told AFP that at least 45 people had been
killed in Israeli attacks, including seven in
a strike targeting a family home in Jabalia
in the northern Gaza Strip.

The latest casualties bring Gaza’s total
death toll during the war to 54,381, it said,
with 124,054 others wounded.

China ‘preparing’ to use
military force in Asia

Says Pentagon chief; Beijing slams speech as ‘provocation’

aggression by communist China”,
Hegseth said, calling on US allies
and partners in Asia to swiftly
upgrade their defences in the face of
mounting threats.

Hegseth  described  China’s
conduct as a “wakeup call’,
accusing Beijing of endangering
lives with cyber attacks, harassing

“tough love”.

“It’s love nonetheless, so it’s better than no love,” Kallas
quipped when asked later about Hegseth’s speech.

Brussels’  relationship ~ with
Washington was not broken,
Kallas stressed, saying she
spoke to Hegseth on Friday.

“You heard his speech.
He was actually quite
positive about FEurope,
so there’s definitely some
love there,” she said.

Trump has
consistently pressed
Nato countries to increase
defence spending.

Kallas  disagreed with
suggestions  that  Washington
should focus on the Indo-Pacific region and Europe
concentrate on its own patch.

“I really think if you look at the economic might of
China, I think... the big countries or the superpowers
sometimes overestimate their own strength,” she said.

The Pentagon chief made the
remarks at an annual security forum
in Singapore as the administration
of US President Donald Trump spars
with Beijing on trade, technology,
and influence over strategic corners
of the globe.

China’s embassy in Singapore
blasted the speech, accusing
Washington of escalating tensions
in the region and “profiting from
creating risks of war”.

Trump has launched a trade
war with China since taking office
in January, has sought to curb its
access to key Al technologies and
deepened security ties with allies
such as the Philippines, which is
engaged in escalating territorial
disputes with Beijing.

“The threat China poses is real
and it could be imminent,” Hegseth
said at the Shangri-La Dialogue
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Floods in
Nigeria kill
at least 150

AFP, Abuja

to stay’in
Indo-Pacific
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attended by defence officials from
around the world.

Beijing is “credibly preparing to
potentially use military force to alter
the balance of power in the Indo-
Pacific”, he said.

Hegseth warned that the Chinese
military was building the capabilities
to invade Taiwan and “rehearsing for
the real deal”.

China has ramped up military
pressure on Taiwan and held large-
scale exercises around theisland that
are often described as preparations
for a blockade or invasion.

its neighbours, and “illegally seizing
and militarising lands” in the
disputed South China Sea.

Hegseth’s hard-hitting address
drew a critical reaction from the
Chinese embassy in the city-state.

“The speech is steeped in
provocations and instigation,” the
embassy wrote on its Facebook page.

“Mr Hegseth repeatedly
smeared and attacked China and
relentlessly played up the so-called
‘China threat’,” the statement said,
accusing the United States of being
the “biggest troublemaker” in the
region.

Beijing did not send any top
defence ministry officials to the
summit, dispatching instead
a delegation from the People’s
Liberation Army National Defence

Education of 2.3 lakh

FROM PAGE 2

“The children we are speaking
about are among the most
vulnerable in the world,”
said Rana Flowers, UNICEF
Representative in Bangladesh.

“We are doing everything
possible to sustain critical
education  services, and
UNICEF has been able to
attract some other funding
but unfortunately, there will
be a delay in receiving this,
and thus UNICEF is forced
to close learning facilities
temporarily. Without urgent
funding, the learning facilities
may remain closed, and an
entire generation of Rohingya
children risks being left
behind.”

UNICEF outlined five major
disruptions due to the funding
shortfall. These are: Learning
facilities will remain closed
until at least the end of June
2025, in line with an extended
Eid holiday period. Reopening
beyond that will depend
entirely on the availability of
new funds.

Farly  grade learners
(kindergarten to grade 2) will
no longer be taught English,
science or social studies in
the next academic year. Only
core foundational subjects—
literacy (Rohingya), Burmese,
mathematics, life skills and

socio-emotional  learning—
will be prioritised.
No new textbooks or

teacher guides will be
procured for the 2025-2026
academic year. Children will
be asked to reuse materials
from previous years, regardless
of their condition.

End-of-year assessments
and placement tests have been
cancelled.

Volunteer teachers will not

receive paid holidays and may
only continue teaching on a
voluntary basis until funding
isrestored.

UNICEF continues
to prioritise  the most
impactful and cost-effective
interventions, prioritising
its commitment to stay and

deliver for children.
Prior to programmes
being impacted, UNICEF

has reduced its own staff
in favour of keeping the
programmes running. It is
the most dramatic reduction
ever in this country, and this is
happening globally.

UNICEF’s priority has been
keeping the learning facilities
open, keeping a slimmed
down team (o deliver on this.
These decisions are deeply
difficult but necessary to
ensure available resources are
used in the most impactful
way.

Education is not a luxury—
it is a fundamental right.
In  humanitarian settings,
learning provides structure,
routine, protection, and hope.
For Rohingya children living
in displacement, education
is also a critical bridge to
dignity, resilience, and
future opportunities, while
keeping children away from
protection risks, including
child recruitment, abduction,
migration, and violence.

UNICEF  thanks donors
who have stood by the
Rohingya  response  and
urges the international
community to please step up
now. Only with renewed and
increased investment can
UNICEF continue to support
inclusive, quality education
for Rohingya refugee children
in Cox’s Bazar.

Push for polls

FROM PAGE 12
continue to be on the streets
in the future.”

The country will move
towards a  democratic
process only after reforms
are made and justice is
delivered, Patwary said.

“Those who fail to
understand this should ask
people what they want. Then
you will find direction. Then
you will come to your senses.
For now, you are intoxicated
by the greed for power.”

The NCP is a democratic
outcome of the July
uprising, and if the party is
blocked from participating
in a democratic process, the
youth may lead a second
revolution.

“I you push us towards
a second revolution, there
will be no room for dynastic
politics in Bangladesh. If you
obstruct this democratic
force, you're pushing 40
percent of Bangladesh’s
population into a crisis.

war.”

Calling for an overhaul of
the electoral system, he said,
“We are not asking for just
another election. We want
a permanent, fair electoral
system.”

He reiterated that the
NCP had no confidence in
the Election Commission
and it did not subscribe to
seat-sharing politics.

He also called for the
complete dismantling of
what he described as a
“fascist  system”, warning
that the youth-led
movement born out of the
recent July uprising would
not sette for a mere change
in  leadership  without
structural reforms.

“This constitution must
be replaced. As long as
it remains, fascism will
remain. We don’t want help
from India, the US, Russia, or
China unless it is based on
dignity and mutual respect.
We won’t accept new forms

The  United States was University led by Rear Admiral Hu Let the youth rebuild the  of colonialism.”
“reorienting  toward  deterring Gangfeng. country, not fight another
,-Er/wi%{-. GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
Ii',,h 4 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

o ab.oe.3020 B

told

Flash flooding earlier this
week in central Nigeria
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response
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We need an eflicient

healthcare system

Unimplemented health budget
remains a major concern

At a time when healthcare experts are urging the government
to increase the allocation for the health sector to 15 percent
of the national budget or five percent of the GDP, it is deeply
concerning that the two government divisions responsible
for healthcare delivery have not even been able to utilise
their Annual Development Programme (ADP) allocations.
Reportedly, over the past 10 months, these two divisions—
Medical Education and Family Welfare Division and Health
Services Division—spent only a small portion of the funds
allocated to them, making them the poorest performers in
utilising their development budget. One of them spent only 2.34
percent of its Tk 2,283.16 crore budget by April this year—the
lowest among all ministries and divisions—while the other used
14.9 percent of its Tk 5,673.51 crore budget, also nearing the
bottom of the list. Unless the government addresses the factors
behind such dismal performance and seriously considers the
recommendations of the Health Sector Reform Commission,
the much-needed change in our health sector will not come.

Reportedly, the factors identified by experts for poor ADP
execution include the implementing agencies’ lack of capacity,
inexperienced project directors, dependence on the Public
Works Department for construction, outdated budgeting
methods, and leadership changes following the July uprising.
In addition, government agencies often lack the necessary
managerial and administrative capacity and experience (o
implement projects in the health sector. Many implementing
agencies also lack financial autonomy, requiring them to
seek the ministry’s intervention, which is often a lengthy and
bureaucratic process.

One crucial health project that has been delayed over the years
is the one (o establish fully fledged treatment centres at eight
divisional headquarters for cancer, heart, and kidney patients.
The project, approved in July 2019 and originally scheduled for
completion by 2022, has undergone several revisions but still
remains unfinished. Many other infrastructure development
projects—for  hospitals, medical colleges, universities,
diagnostic facilities, and medical research centres—as well as
the procurement of medical equipment are also facing similar
delays. This means that the budget allocated for these projects
remains unutilised.

While successive governments’ neglect has completely
crippled our health sector over the years, the situation has sadly
remained the same during the interim government’s tenure.
We urge the government to address the issues hampering the
health sector budget utilisation. The health budget must also
address sector-specific needs, ensuring that adequate funds are
allocated for the most-needed areas. The health sector must also
have efficient leadership to ensure these projects are designed
properly from the very beginning. The reform commission has
put forward some pragmatic recommendations to overhaul our
healthcare system, which should be implemented to make it
efficient, pro-people, and accessible to all.

Dhaka still not

prepared for the rains

Free the canals and flood flow
zones, stop encroachment

The ordeals faced by many Dhaka dwellers on Thursday and
Friday, who experienced heavy rainfall due to a depression at the
Bay, give an idea of the suffering we may face in the coming days.
Many commuters were stuck in traffic jams throughout the city
for hours, while others had to navigate the precarious roads that
became waterlogged. Continuous rain submerged many arcas
such as Shantinagar, Mirpur, Shewrapara, Green Road, Nilkhet
and parts of Old Dhaka.

Dhaka’s horrendously poor drainage system has continued
to be a bane for its dwellers despite the ambitious Tk 262 crore
investment by the two city corporations over four years (till
2024) to solve the waterlogging problem. The project included
constructing 334.19 km of drainage infrastructure, including
culverts and drains.

But the main reason for Dhaka to experience such debilitating
waterlogging is the indiscriminate filling of water bodies and
canals, a result of unplanned urbanisation and corruption of
authorities responsible for preventing encroachment. Flood
flow zones have been filled up, so there is nowhere the water
can be held during heavy rains. A report published by this daily
cited a study that revealed Dhaka has lost 3,440 acres of its
designated flood flow zones, retention areas, and water bodies.
Although some canals have been cleaned recently, the problem
still persists as tertiary drains connected to them have not been
upgraded.

Experts have stressed that the WASA 2015 Drainage Master
Plan needs to be revised in keeping with the changing rain
patterns caused by climate change. We urge the authorities to
prioritise the cleaning and desilting of canals and other water
bodies and making sure that whatever flood flow zones remain
are free from encroachment. The drainage network also needs
to be expanded to cover all areas. Both city corporations must
devote their efforts to carry out these cleaning drives.

Future infrastructure development, moreover, must be more
resilient and should include elevated roads, flood barriers,
and efficient drainage systems. All urban development in the
future must be in alignment with flood risk management.
The authorities must also create awareness among the public
about not littering water bodies. Fines should be introduced
for littering and blocking drains and canals. As residents of the
city, we also have a responsibility to keep it clean and free from
waterlogging.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY
CNN launched

On this day in 1980, the Cable
News Network, popularly known
as CNN, the world’s first 24-hour
TV news network, madeits debut.
The network signed on from its
headquartersin Atlanta, Georgia
in the US, with a lead story about
the attempted assassination of §F ==_
civil rights leader Vernon Jordan. = —

Jamaat leader’s apology and
the bigger question

WINKERS AWEIGH!

Tanim Ahmed
is digital editor at The Daily Star.

TANIM AHMED

It was during the Third Crusade
that Richard the Lionheart fell
dangerously ill. His condition
worsened and the news reached
his enemy, Muslim commander
Salahuddin  Ayyubi. Instead of
taking advantage of the situation,
Salahuddin sent his doctor to treat
Richard and also sent snow to cool
his fever. Salahuddin, who had
liberated Jerusalem in 1187, said
about Richard, “He is a noble foe. Let
him not perish needlessly.”

In another instance, the last
Khwarezmian emperor, Jalal al-
Din, made a defiant stand on the
banks of the Indus (in what is now
modern-day Pakistan) despite being
vastly outnumbered with no hope of
victory against Genghis Khan’s army.
Refusing to surrender to the Mongol
onslaught, Jalal dived into the river
with his horse and swam across
under a hail of arrows. Watching the
whole scene from a hilltop, Genghis,
the great Khan, said, “Such a son is
worthy of a father.” (Baaper beta, as
we often say in Bangla.)

History is replete with such
instances of warriors admiring their
worthy adversaries. There is a strange
code of honour among soldiers who
return from the battlefield. They
seem (o develop a strong sense of
camaraderie not just with their
comrades but also with their foes
from battle. But the enemy within,
who side with the invaders, have no
such code. I realised this a long time
ago from something my uncle once
said.

He was among the first batch
of officers to be inducted into the
Bangladesh Army. Like many others
from the First War Course (Murti
Commission), my uncle soon found
himself at the front, leading men to
battle. He had learnt to kill almost
as soon as he had learnt to shave.
He had not even turned 20 when the
war was over. Chachchu once said, “I
don’t mind sitting down to tea and
a chat with those I fought against
on the battlefield. But I will never
be able to tolerate these people.” He
was referring to the vile collaborators
who abetted the Pakistan Army in
1971.

It is well-established in documents

and widely reported events that
Jamaat-e-Islami, as a party, devoted
itself to defeating the liberation
forces in 1971. The party’s leadership
met with the Pakistani military
commanders during the Liberation
War pledging whole-hearted support
for a unified Pakistan.

Jamaat and like-minded parties
joined forces to set up vigilante
militias like the Razakars, Al-Badr,

The Jamaat chief of that time,
Ghulam Azam, spearheaded the Fast
Pakistan Reclamation Committee
after Bangladesh’s independence
in 1971. In his bid to “reclaim East
Pakistan,” he travelled around the
world to build opinion against
Bangladesh and urged countries
not to recognise us as a country. A
direct disciple of Jamaat’s founder
Abul A’la al-Maududi, Ghulam Azam
ran his anti-Bangladesh propaganda
in England, United States, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, and Libya up until 1977,
before relenting and finally settling
down in Bangladesh.

Together with Al-Badr, Al-Shams
and the Razakar, Jamaat members
were instrumental in providing
support to the Pakistan Army and
wreaking havoc on civilians. They
murdered and pillaged, they raped
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party’s role in 1971.

While even the vague apology is a
stepintherightdirection,itisdifficult
to fathom why the Jamaat chief
refrains from owning up to his party’s
questionable past and addresses
the issue directly. After all, today’s
Jamaat-e-Islami leadership does not
have the baggage of a blemished past
like their predecessors. A more direct
approach would also establish the
party’s commitment to Bangladesh
and reassure, at least to some extent,
the people. instead, Jamaat and its
student wing continue their attempts
to undermine the Liberation War and
nullify 1971.

My support for the July uprising
stems from theidealsof the Liberation
War. The resistance against injustice,
the resolve to speak up, and the
courage (o stand the ground despite
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In this photo taken on April 6, 1971, then Jamaat-e-Islami chief Ghulam Azam, far left, is seen at a meeting with Gen
Tikka Khan of the Pakistan Army, sitting on the left of the large couch, and Nurul Amin, right, who was the chairman

of Pakistan Democratic Party.

and Al-Shams to act as auxiliary
forces of the military junta. Jamaat
leaders spearheaded the Razakar
units, while the erstwhile Islami
Chhatra Sangha’s leaders were put
in charge of Al-Badr units. It was
the atrocities of these vigilantes
against unarmed civilians and non
combatants that evoke the strong
sense of betrayal we still feel. Despite
being born here and despite being
Bangalees, they turned and sided
with the Pakistani military junta.
In many areas of Bangladesh, it was
these groups who helped identify the
families and homes of the liberation
forces and Hindus who would later
be taken away, tortured and, often,
executed.

and looted.

Fast forward 54 years, a recent
verdict from the apex court clearing
Jamaat leader ATM Azharul Islam
of charges related to crimes against
humanity has caused jubilation
among certain quarters.

The current Jamaat chief
scized the moment to apologise
unconditionally if his party or its
members had hurt or caused harm
to anyone, anywhere. But the manner
in which Jamaat members still hero-
worship their past leaders, who firmly
stood against Bangladesh, does not
convey a sense of their realisation of
their crimes. Also, “hurt or caused
harm,” as the Jamaat chief put it,
does not even begin to address the

SOURCE: ARCHIVE

the risk were like a rejuvenation
of the spirit of independence. My
heart went out to the protesters of
July. With them, I too rejoiced when
Sheikh Hasina fled Bangladesh.

But ever since July, there have been
subtle, and sometimes not so subtle,
attempts to deride and disparage the
spirit of the Liberation War from the
same quarters that had opposed us
in 1971. If it ever transpires that the
July uprising is used to wash away
the past, then that is where [ will draw
a line. I hope that day never comes.
But if it should, I will not hesitate a
moment.

Without a flicker of doubt, without
a shadow of retreat, I will stand for
1971.

The case for a prompt election

AN OPEN
DIALOGUE

Dr Abdullah Shibli
is an economist and employed at a nonprofit
Jinancial intermediary in the US. He previously

worked for the World Bank and Harvard University.

ABDULLAH SHIBLI

As Bangladesh awaits the date for the
18th parliamentary election, there
seems to be a growing consensus
among the major political parties and
opinion makers that the election date
ought to be announced sooner rather
than later. Over the last nine and a half
months, various reform commissions,
advisory committees, and task forces
have offered their views on what has
to be done to clean up the mess left
behind by the 15-plus years of Awami
League’s rule. There is no doubt that
a consensus on the immediate need
to restore democracy and the national
clection exists. However, there is
still some disagreement among the
various vocal entities, including the
interim government, the army, and the
most popular political parties, on the
timetable for the election.

The existing uncertainty in the
country revolves around mainly
three tasks that the interim set out
to accomplish: reforms, trials of those
responsible for the July killings, and
the election. It was obvious from the
outset that the reforms and the trials
might take longer than a few months,
or even a year or two, to complete.

On the other hand, the election
could be held while the reforms
and trials were in progress if all the

parties involved agreed. This view was
expressed succinctly by Mujahidul
Islam Selim, former president of the
Communist Party of Bangladesh, who
said the reform process should engage
people, and the interim government
might not have enough time to
implement the reform proposals.
He suggested that the interim could
address some “necessary reforms”
and leave the “fundamental issues”
to the elected representatives. Other
discordant voices have even questioned
the legitimacy of reforms and
administrative measures undertaken
by the unelected government.

The discussions that are now taking
place, be it in the print or social media,
are: the offer made by the chief adviser
to resign; the decision or proposal
to establish a humanitarian corridor
to Rakhine; the timeline for the July
killing trials and the judicial process;
priorities of the new budget; and clarity
in the decision-making process within
the government.Without a national
parliament with elected members,
speculations are also rife about the
motives behind each move undertaken
by our neighbouring countries as
well as the big powers. The guesses,
rumours and conjectures are abundant
and widespread. As a result, there is

a lot of discussions and uncertainty
regarding these issues, leading people
to make predictions or assumptions
without sufficient evidence.

We heard that the interim
government’s  cabinet, ie. the
advisory council, requested the chief
adviser not to resign. He got a vote
of confidence from them. Several
hypotheses have emerged regarding

The recent actions taken
by the government

have cast the spotlight
on the twin issues

of transparency

and accountability.
Political scientists and
management theorists
have consistently raised
the need for a system
that meets these two
criteria. Decisions made
behind closed doors
must be transparent,
and those involved must
be accountable.

the background for his move.

However, the question remains:
what made him decide to consider
resigning? There’s still a lot of fog, but
we don’t know yet what prompted him
to state that “the country is in a state
of war.” Nonetheless, seeing that he
handled it the right way is comforting.
However, the nation needs to know
what is happening in the nation’s
corridors of power.

The army chief’s speech to the brass
is now in the mix. He appeared to have

anticipated the feeling among the
masses when he expressed his dismay
at “being kept in the dark” on critical
national matters.

The recent actions taken by the
government have cast the spotlight
on the twin issues of transparency
and accountability. Political scientists
and management theorists have
consistentlyraised the need for asystem
that meets these two criteria. Decisions
made behind closed doors must be
transparent, and those involved must
be accountable. Accountability means
that those making decisions are
answerable for the choices they make
and the subsequent actions taken.

Now, imagine a hypothetical
scenario. If we had a democratically
elected parliament that represented
divergent political views, the questions
and the conjectures mentioned above
could have had a fair hearing. MPs
would have raised a point of order or
filed a similar motion and drawn the
concerned cabinet member’s or the
prime minister’s attention to hash it
out in parliament. Other members
would have debated it, and things
would have been laid to rest rather
than allowed to simmer for weeks.

To sum it up, there is an urgent need
for an announcement on a deadline for
the election. An elected government
may not lead us to El Dorado, but it is
the better option in the current state
of affairs. Democracy is messy, but to
paraphrase Winston Churchill, it is not
the worst form of government if you
consider the alternatives. Elections will
not only bring about accountability
and (ransparency but also restore
people’s  representation and the
government’s legitimacy.
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settlement’ faring?

Sadi Muhammad Alok
is a journalist at The Daily Star.

SADI MUHAMMAD ALOK

With the promise of a “new political
settlement,” the National Citizen
Party (NCP), a political party
formed under the Ileadership of
July uprising coordinators, was
launched on February 28 this year.
Having been freed from more than
15 years of autocratic rule, the people
of Bangladesh dreamt of a new
nation—an equitable one. In this
context, NCP’s emergence carried
a special significance. At NCP’s
debut, thousands of people gathered
at Manik Mia Avenue in Dhaka.
Addressing the event, NCP Convener
Nahid Islam declared his party
would be democratic and equality-
based—a party that would represent
the people. That message sparked a
new sense of hope even among the
“apolitical” educated middle class.

Three months have passed since
then. During this time, the NCP has
been working to form committees at
district and sub-district levels. Some
leaders have held public gatherings
in their respective localities. The
party has already launched youth
and labour wings, and efforts are
underway (o form more professional
wings, including for doctors and
engineers. It is also working on
forming the NCP Diaspora Alliance
to include expatriates. Membership
drives and other party programmes
are taking place across the country.

But in these three months, has
there been any sign of a new political
settlement?

Already, allegations of some
NCP leaders having a lavish lifestyle
have sparked controversy. In some
cases, said leaders have provided
explanations, but doubt remains as
to how credible those explanations
are. During Ramadan this year, NCP
hosted an iftar party at a five-star
hotel in Dhaka. This raised questions
as to where a newly formed party
obtained the funds from to organise
such a luxurious event. Questions
have been raised regarding its
expenses associated with the party
office at Banglamotor. In both cases,
the NCP leadership has not provided

response, Sarjis made a counter-post
explaining the situation, also adding
that the political arrangement they
envision, if implemented within
six months, could result in losing
election deposits in 95 percent of
constituencies.
Opinions  vary
Sarjis’s  explanation

on  whether
is reasonable

or acceptable. Questions were also

Recently, NCP’s Senior Joint Chief
Coordinator Abdul Hannan Masud
drew flak for intervening and getting
three individuals, who had been
detained following an altercation
with police, released. Later, the party
issued a show-cause notice to him,
but it was withdrawn when Hannan
acknowledged his error. Previously,
Hannan’s formation of a committee

The National Citizen Party (NCP) was launched three months ago with high expectations among the public for a

changed, improved course in politics.

any satisfactory explanation.

In three months of its existence,
the party has yet to demonstrate
what it has done differently from the
traditional political framework.

NCP chief Nahid Islam has also
been called out for his activities—or
lack thereof. As the leader of a new
political party, he was expected to
engage broadly with the masses.
Instead, he has mostly been seen
either attending meetings at the
party’s Banglamotor office or posting
on Facebook.

Sarjis Alam, NCP’s chief organiser
for the northern region, was criticised
for staging a show of force with a
motorcade of over a hundred vehicles
in his hometown of Panchagarh.
Dr Tasnim Zara, the party’s senior
joint member secretary, asked about
the matter in a Facebook post. In

raised about why these two leaders
chose to post on Facebook instead of
discussing the matter in person. Some,
however, took the public questioning
positively as this has not been seen in
Bangladesh’s politics before.

Recently, Sarjis made Facebook
posts mocking a statement by a
senior BNP leader. NCP leaders have
previously been seen putting up
posts, counter-posts on Facebook.
Seeing as political rebuttals and
derision over statements have been
commonplace in Bangladesh—albeit
not on social media platforms—is
the NCP not following conventional
practices?

One may disagree with
someone else’s opinion, and it is
perfectly possible to express one’s
disagreement without resorting (o
sarcastic posts.

FILE PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

at Mongla port and his use of a luxury
vehicle came under scrutiny as well.
Regarding the car, he stated it was
lent to him by a pro-Jamaat-e-Islami
businessman.

Former NCP  leader  Gazi
Salahuddin Tanvir was accused of
influence-peddling and corruption.
NCP temporarily suspended him and
served a show-cause notice to him in
April.

All these incidents have negatively
impacted the NCP’s public image.
A few resignations in such an early
stage of the party have also sown
seeds of doubt.

From the outset, NCP has
positioned itself as a centrist party.
Yet, there remains no clear indication
of how leaders from differing political
backgrounds or ideologies will
operate together under one umbrella.

For example, criticism arose when
two NCP leaders participated in a
rally that opposed the Women’s
Affairs Reform Commission. At
that time, there was no immediate
response from the party. A statement
was eventually released, but it failed
to clearly articulate the party’s
stance. Moreover, the party has not
expressed a strong position on recent
social and cultural issues—despite
public expectations that they would
be among the first to raise their voice
inresistance, given their commitment
to building a fair and discrimination-
free Bangladesh.

Varying positions of NCP leaders
ondifferentissues have further fuelled
public uncertainty. For instance,
at a Heflazat-e-Islam rally where
controversial remarks were made
about women, three of the six women
who issued a legal notice against
Hefazat were NCP members. Yet,
two NCP leaders had also attended
that same rally. Similarly, when
Narir Dake Moitree Jatra (Solidarity
March at Women'’s Call) was held on
May 16, some NCP leaders posted on
Facebook opposing the event, while
others supported it. These instances
led to confusion regarding NCP’s
stance as a political party.

However, it is also possible that
the party is attempting to establish
a democratic practice in which no
single view is imposed on anyone.
From that perspective, it could be
seen as a positive development.
According to the NCP charter, which
is set to be unveiled soon, the party is
prioritising internal democracy.

Many have alleged that the two
student representatives on the
advisory council, Asif Mahmud
Shojib Bhuiyan and Mahfuj Alam,
are part of the NCP. However, Nahid
Islam has repeatedly claimed the
two have no connection with the
party. However, NCP leaders have
long-standing ties with both Asif
and Mahfuj. They worked together
during the July-August movement.
When it comes to those who played
intellectual roles behind the scenes
during the movement, Mahfuj's
name comes up first. According to
NCP, if Asif and Mahfuj decide to
participate in politics or the election,
they will have to resign from their
government jobs. If they contest
the election, it will likely be under
the NCP banner. So, no matter how
strongly the party distances itself
from these two student advisers,
people have a fair understanding of

ow is the NCP’s ‘new political

the real dynamics at play.

NCP must realise one thing: they
won’t garner public support across
the board, regardless of ideology or
party affiliation, simply because they
are a political party. Yes, the current
NCP leadership led the July uprising.
But NCP did not exist back then. The
movement wasn’t carried out under
any party banner, which is why people
from all walks of life came together
to take part in it. NCP leaders played
a key role in the uprising, but so did
nearly all other student organisations
except Chhatra League: Chhatra Dal,
Chhatra Shibir, Chhatra Odhikar
Parishad, Chhatra Union, and other
left-wing student groups. Also central
to the movement was the public’s
accumulated anger from years of
suppression by an autocratic regime.

Therefore, the NCP has no reason
to assume that, like in July, the
public will respond unanimously to
their calls now. The proof of this was
seen during their recently organised
protest at the Election Commission.
To survive in politics going forward,
they must win the hearts and the
confidence of the people.

More importantly, by invoking the
idea of a new political settlement, the
NCP has generated high expectations,
which must be met with action—
action that appears to be missing so
far.

That said, the NCP still has time to
engage with people. While the exact
clection date is still not confirmed,
it is clear that it will take place
between December, 2025 and June,
2026. Based on this time frame,
the party should be far more active
than it currently appears to be. NCP
leaders must look beyond holding
meetings at the party’s central office
or organising occasional rallies. To
build the party, they must reach every
corner of the country—even the most
remote areas, if necessary. Otherwise,
engaging in national politics will
remain a difficult endeavour.

On February 28, in the presence of
well-wishers, supporters, and leaders
from other political parties at Manik
Mia Avenue, Nahid Islam said, “Now is
the time to dream anew, to charta new
path, and to build a new Bangladesh.”
The people of Bangladesh also believe
in those words and are nurturing
that dream in their hearts. But to
lead to that new Bangladesh, the NCP
must focus on truly building the new
nation they speak of—not merely
delivering eloquent words.

What we expect Irom a people-centric health budget

Dr Syed Abdul Hamid

is professor at the Institute of Health Economics at
the University of Dhaka, and convener of Alliance

Jfor Health Reforms Bangladesh (AHRB) and
Network for Healthcare Excellence (NHE).

SYED ABDUL HAMID

The health sector in Bangladesh
faces severe challenges due to a lack
of strong political commitment
and effective policies, inefficient
management, weak governance, and
a dire shortage of financial resources.
In this context, merely increasing
the budget—which was equivalent
to 0.74 percent of GDP in FY2024-
25-is not enough; what's needed
is efficient and accountable budget
management. Funds must be invested
transparently and strategically in
areas that bring most benefit to
people, and the concept of a “people-
centric health budget” must now
be part of national discourse. Such
a budget requires increasing public
spending on healthcare relative (o
GDP, ensuring equitable regional
allocations, strengthening public
health infrastructure, emphasising
preventive and promotive services,
and above all, reducing the burden of
out-of-pocket expenses on citizens.

An analysis of the proposed,
revised, and actual expenditures
over the past decade reveals that
revised budgets are consistently 20
30 percent lower than the proposed
ones. Furthermore, actual spending
falls short by 25-30 percent, meaning
in most years, only 50-60 percent
of the proposed health budget is
spent. In recent years, the figure
has dropped even further, and the
spending that does occur often lacks
effectiveness.

This is due to several structural
barriers. For example, beyond the
health ministry, apex ministries such
as finance and public administration
and the planning commission often

don’t prioritise health as necessary.
Even within the health ministry, there
are limited institutional capacity,
fragmentation, and a lack of decisive
leadership.

A critical obstacle lies in the
disconnect between different tiers of
leadership. Secretariat-level officials
typically possess general education
backgrounds and extensive
experience in public administration,
whereas the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS) is largely
staffed by professionals with medical
training but limited expertise in
administration and  governance.
This disparity contributes to poor
coordination, suboptimal decision-
making, and frequent delays in
the approval process. Moreover,
there is a significant experience
gap between senior officials at
the DGHS and field-level health
managers. This disconnect further
undermines effective management,
communication, and policy
implementation at the grassroots
level.

Due to inadequate training
and capacity in field and hospital
administration, procurement  of
medicines and medical equipment
is not done efliciently or timely. This
is one of the main reasons why the
operational budget is not fully spent.
Ambiguities in public procurement
laws and regulations further
complicate procurement and project

implementation. Additionally,
the inefficiencies and negligence
of several relevant government

institutions also play a role.
In the case of development

budgets, lack of spending is linked
to factors like the incompetence
of project directors, their frequent
changes, inadequate staffing in
project offices, insuflicient support
from the secretariat and other
offices, political interference, and
corruption, making it difficult to
select competent contractors. The
financial weaknesses of contractors

and Public Works Department.
Before increasing the health
budget, certain prerequisites must
be fulfilled. For example, ensuring
full and efficient wutilisation of
the current budget, filling vacant
positions and creating new ones
as needed, ensuring availability of
essential medicines and reagents,
and launching new programmes

nutrition. In rural areas, the current
duplicated  system  (community
clinics, family welfare centres,
and health sub-centres) must be
integrated into a unified platform, as
recommended by the Health Sector
Reform Commission. In urban areas,
primary healthcare should follow
the standard operating procedure
developed by Dhaka University’s

also contribute to project delays.
Another major issue is waste and
corruption in the health budget.
Though reliable data is scarce,
irregularities are often observed
in procurement processes, patient
records, drug supply and storage,
and monitoring. Most critically,
governance is very weak. Moreover,
there is a lack of coordination among
many cost centres both within and
outside the health ministry such as
the Health Engineering Department

to meet rising demands, with
dedicated funds. Once these steps are
implemented, the government will be
able to credibly justify a larger health
budget.

To implement a people-centric
health budget, structural reforms
are essential.  First, preventive
and promotive services should
be prioritised within the primary
healthcare system, such as basic
outpatient care, immunisation,
maternal and child health, and

VISUAL: SIFAT AFRIN SHAMS
The crisis in the health budget is not just about low allocations, rather an underutilisation.

Institute of Health Economics and
implemented by UNICEF under the
“Aalo Clinic” initiative.

Second, a universal family
health card should be introduced
to empower citizens to deliver
easier and more equitable access
to healthcare services. Under this
card, the government should provide
an explicit benefit package with
a primary ceiling of Tk 100,000
annually for each household for
referred outpatient departments and

secondary care services (e.g. inpatient
care and basic emergency care). This
will allow families to know what
services and how much value they
can receive for free, or at subsidised
rates, each year.

Third, a national health fund
(NHF) should be established under
the Bangladesh Health Commission
or National Health Protection
Authority, as suggested by the
Health Sector Reform Commission.
The fund should have the capacity
to mobilise resources from diverse
sources, including  compulsory
contributions from mobile phone
subscribers and through corporate
social responsibility programmes.
Adopting these changes will require
granting financial autonomy
to the eight old medical college
hospitals and specialised institute
hospitals—an initiative that also
aligns with the reform commission’s
recommendations.

The primary purpose of the
NHF would be to finance referred
inpatient care, treatment of critical
illnesses, emergency medical services,
and rapid response mechanisms.
A household-level annual coverage
ceiling of Tk 500,000 could be set to
ensure equitable access. This system
would bring both public and private
healthcare providers under a unified
financial  framework, enhancing
service accessibility and reducing the
burden of out-of-pocket expenses.

Implementing  these  reforms
requires political will and a conscious
and vocal public that demands good
governance and transparency. The
active participation of civil society,
media, and academia is vital for this
purpose.

As a new fiscal year approaches, we
must strongly advocate for a people-
centric health budget. Recognising
that a sick nation can never be
productive, it is time to advance
the health sector sustainably and
equitably through an inclusive and
responsible budgeting framework.
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FROMPAGE 1 has constructed a massive digital survey in the area is complete. relevant Cadastral Survey (CS) and as we use foreshore near the adjacent first phase, then another in the

land office. These documents show
that RS Dag (plot) No. 184 and RS Dag
Nos. 301-307 are earmarked as river
and riverbanks and are “owned by the
Bangladesh government.”

We were unable to collect the land
record for RS Dag No. 308.

Before the cement factory was set
up two decades ago, the Dhaleshwari
thrived as a lifeline, drawing locals
who fished, bathed, and depended on
its waters for livelihood.

Residents of Mollar Char, a
riverside village in Munshiganj, said
that when the factory was first built,
it started on a small piece of land.
But during the dry season every year,
it kept expanding by filling the river
with sand—even at night.

On March 4, 2025, the Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) in a letter to the Munshiganj
district administration said Shah
Cement’s sand-filling activities is
creating navigation problems in the
Shitalakkhya and Dhaleshwari route,
obstructing the natural flow of the
water and causing environmental

damage.
“Several companies, including
Shah Cement, are raising land

by dumping sand and soil on the
confluence, disturbing the rivers’
flow. The navigability of the rivers
has decreased, hindering vessel
movement and raising concerns
about environmental disasters,” reads
the letter.

Despite official instructions to
remove the illegally dumped sand and
soil, Shah Cement has yet to comply,
it said, adding, “These activities
violate the Port Act 1908, Port Rules
1966, and High Court orders.”

The letter also cited a recent visit
of Shipping Adviser Brig Gen (retd) M
Sakhawat Hussain to the area when
he “expressed dissatisfaction over the
illegal occupation, and instructed the
authorities to take action.”

Contacted, Munshiganj Deputy
Commissioner Fatema Tul Zannat,
who took office in September 2024,
said, “I have come to know about
the allegations of illegal occupation
of some river land by Shah Cement.
Currently, a thorough investigation
into the matter is underway.
Necessary legal actions will be taken
after on-site investigation and
verification of records.”

A TOP GRABBER
This is not the first time that
government authorities are speaking
publicly and exchanging letters about
the encroachment.

Two years ago, on February 15, 2023,
the Munshiganj district administration
prepared a list and identified Shah
Cement as a river grabber.

The list, signed by the then
deputy commissioner and revenue
deputy collector, shows that 15
companies occupied 34.96 acres of
the Dhaleshwari river. Of this, Shah
Cement alone had 24 acres under its
occupation, making it the top grabber.

Farlier on May 6, 2019, the
Munshiganj district administration
prepared a list and identified Shah
Cement among 50 river grabbers,
saying that the company occupied
river land in Mirersharai Mauza,
under RS Dag No. 184.

“This list has been sent to the
Upazila Nirbahi Officer concerned
for necessary legal measures,
including issuing notices, to evict the
mentioned illegal occupants,” reads
the letter, signed by the then deputy
commissioner.

The letter was sent to the National
River Conservation Commission
(NRCC), the legal guardian of all rivers
in the country.

The NRCC itself identified Shah
Cement as a grabber of the two rivers
in its 2018 and 2019 annual reports.

In its 2018 report, the NRCC said
that Shah Cement “is gradually
occupying and filling up river land and
has put up signboard on river char.”

The following vyear, the NRCC
annual report said, “Shah Cement
Company has filled up around 24
acres of river land in Mirersharai
Mouza, Munshiganj Sadar Upazila,
under RS Khatian No. 1 and RS Dag
number 184, effectively occupying
the river land. The land classification
has been altered by sand filling.”

The report added, “The company

factory, disrupting the flow of the
Dhaleshwari River on one side and
the Shitalakkhya River on the other,
threatening to engulf both rivers.”

The report also noted that the
factory discharges liquid and solid
waste into the Dhaleshwari.

“This has caused serious damage
to the river’s water, environment,
habitat, and biodiversity. The
polluted water flows into the river
through a large pipe, about four
meters in diameter, directly from the
Shah Cement factory.... The fly ash
pollution has reduced fish, dolphins,
and migratory birds,” it said.

Contacted, former NRCC chairman
Muzibur Rahman Howlader said, “I

Demarcation pillars will be installed
soon.”
‘RIVER SHIFTED COURSE’
The Daily Star has been in touch
with Shah Cement since January
26, 2025, when we first sent a set of
written questions via WhatsApp. The
company requested an in-person
meeting instead, and we sat twice
with the company representatives on
February 5 and 18 at their Gulshan
office and shared our findings.
We also shared some land-related
documents and selected portion of
government reports, as requested by
the company.

Upon repeated requests, the
company finally responded to our

The massive industrial complex of Shah Cement in Munshigan;.

The

encroached

parts of the

river will be
recovered soon. The
digital survey in the
area is complete.
Demarcation pillars
will be installed
soon.

MOBARAK HOSSAIN,
Deputy Director, BIWTA’s
Narayanganj River Port

visited the area in 2019 and identified
the factory as a river grabber. How
does it continue to occupy the land
for so long? The factory was set up by
filling up two rivers. When I was NRCC
chairman, I reviewed the CS and
RS records and submitted a report
confirming its illegal occupation.”

Officials say the 2018 and 2019
NRCC annual reports and the 2023
list from the Munshiganj district
administration were based solely
on RS Dag No. 184, where Shah
Cement occupies 24 acres of river
land. However, surveys conducted
in December 2024 and early 2025
examined additional RS Dag
numbers, suggesting that the total
area of river land currently occupied
by the company may exceed 24 acres.

Contacted, Supreme Court lawyer
Manzill Murshid said that the High
Court has declared rivers as living
entities, which means the local
administration has the authority to
clear encroachments immediately.

“I don’t understand why they
haven’t acted yet, especially after
August 5,” he said.

Environment  Adviser  Syeda
Rizwana Hasan said the interim
government has selected 13 rivers to
free from illegal occupation within its
limited tenure in office.

“If the encroachment of these rivers
ison thislist, you may see results during
our tenure,” she told The Daily Star.

BIWTA’s Narayanganj River Port
Deputy Director Mobarok Hossain
said that the encroached parts of
the river will be recovered soon. “The

queries on February 26.
Based on its response and claim,

we gathered further documents and
obtained new information, which we
again shared with the company and
sought clarifications and comments on
the new findings throughout March.
But the company did not respond.

In the February 26 written response,
Sheikh Shabab Ahmed, Head of
Corporate Affairs and Legal, said the
company upholds the highest standard
in adhering to all laws of the country.

“Most of the river encroachment
claims are based on CS records. After
that, several other land surveys, such
as RS, SA, and BS were conducted
both before and after independence

Shah
Cement
Company
has filled
up around 24 acres
of river land in
Mirersharai Mouza,
Munshiganj Sadar
Upazila, under RS
Khatian No.1and
RS Dag number
184, effectively
occupying the river
land. The land
classification has
been altered by
sand filling.
NRCC report, 2019
of Bangladesh. Due to natural
movement of rivers, its courses have
shifted to new areas since the CS
record. This change is reflected in the
recent land survey documents as well.

“Based on this, a few disputes
are still in the court, and some
matters remain sub-judice. However,
considering the various aspects of
the issue, it would not be wise for any
organisation to draw a conclusion
without examining the matter
holistically and taking all probable
factors into consideration,” the
company said.

The Daily Star has collected the

‘Signs ol new fascism’ now being seen
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The event was organised by the
Ganatantrik Chhatra Jote to protest
the acquittal of Jamaat-e-Islami
leader ATM Azharul Islam of war
crime charges and attacks allegedly
by Jamaat-Shibir activists on the
Jote’s marches at Rajshahi University
and in Chattogram.

Anu  Muhammad, a former
Jahangirnagar University teacher,
said Islami Chhatra Shibir must
realise that the responsibility for
war crimes will be imposed upon it
equally if it continues to carry the
politics of war criminals.

He said there were many incidents
during the 1980s in various
institutions and places where Shibir
emerged as a terrorist force. On this

day in 1988, Rajshahi Medical College
Chhatra Moitri leader Jamil Akhtar
Ratan was killed by Shibir cadres,
Prof Anu Muhammad said.

He questioned the war crimes
trial process following the Supreme
Court’s acquittal of Azharul. “How
can a person identified as a war
criminal be declared innocent? This
question will remain with us. This
question must be answered.”

While acknowledging potential
procedural flaws in war crimes trials,
he said that Azharul’s links to war
crimes were established through
law. “This is a fact that cannot be
dismissed.”

“It seems the goal was to declare
him innocent,” Prof Anu Muhammad
said. “If such an identified war
criminal is declared innocent, history

changes. This is a terrible distortion
of history, and a betrayal of the
millions of martyrs of 1971.”

“Therefore, it is the people’s
responsibility to protest against this
and build resistance.”

Prof Anu Muhammad said that
Jamaat gained political legitimacy
in the 1980s. “The alliances led by
the Awami League and the BNP
legitimised them as democratic forces
during the anti-Ershad movement.
Through this recognition, Jamaat-e-
Islami was rehabilitated.”

Prof Anu Muhammad said that in
1995, the Awami League and Jamaat
conducted movements together, and
when the BNP came to power in 2001,
Jamaat members accused of war
crimes became ministers as part of
the Four-Party Alliance.

Revisional Survey (RS) records, which
carmark the area as river land. We
have also obtained the SA records,
created between the CS and RS
records. These SA records also classify
most of the area as river land, with a
small portion designated as house
properties.

But the land ministry considers
SA records “inauthentic as they were
created based on information from
the landlords, rather than through
field survey.”

Moreover, in a landmark verdict
in 2009, the High Court concluded
that river land-related disputes must
be settled in line with the CS and RS
records.
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The verdict, in relation to the
demarcation of the Buriganga,
Turag, Balu and Shitalakkhya rivers,
acknowledged that every river in
Bangladesh changes its course over
time.

“This is a unique characteristic of
the rivers in Bangladesh. Therefore,
to solve the issues raised in this writ
petition, we first need to determine
the boundaries of our rivers .... It is
noteworthy that a Cadastral Survey
was conducted in the early part of
the 20th century before the Partition,
and maps and records were prepared
based on that survey.

“These CS maps and records
are still the most reliable... For
this reason, we can consider the
CS maps as the primary basis for
determining the boundaries of the
rivers. Therefore, the place where the
river is shown on the CS map should
be primarily recognised as river,” the
verdict reads.

Even if a river changes its course
from the location shown on the CS
map, and as a result of such change, if
a char emerges on one side of the river
included in the CS map, that char area
will also remain under government
ownership, the HC noted.

“In accordance with the above
mentioned legal position, the next
steps in the river survey must be taken
in accordance with the RS records
and maps prepared by Bangladesh.
The survey work [to determine river
area| must be completed in two ways:
firstly, according to the CS map, and
secondly, according to the RS map,”
the verdict stated.

Manzill Murshid, who wasa counsel
for the writ petitioner Human Rights
and Peace for Bangladesh, said, “I.and
surveys like SA and BS do not provide
any valid basis for identilying river
land. In fact, the court has already
issued a directive that river land
should be identified based on the CS
and RS records.”

Despite repeated requests, Shah
Cement did not say how much land
it “owns” there or how much of
the river land it rented for use with
government approval.

It only said Shah Cement is
one of the “highest rental paying
companies of BIWTA in the country

He criticised the lack of response
to gender-based attacks, citing
instances where girls were targeted
and attacked, kicked, or subjected
to hate campaigns, or where female
college teachers were harassed. “We
see no government action.”

The former JU teacher further said
that the mass uprising once ignited
hopes for a new political structure
among the people.

“But in reality, the government
appears indifferent. Its presence is
hardly felt. In some cases, there is
even evidence of involvement by state
forces in the attacks and repression,”
he said.

He added that whenever women,
students, workers, or teachers speak
up for their rights, they come under
attack. “And those who carry out

rivers with due approvals from the
authorities.”

According to BIWTA sources, Shah
Cement has been using foreshore land
under a licence from the Narayanganj
BIWTA Port Office since October 20,
2004, two years after the factory was
set up. Currently, the company holds
11.28 acres of river foreshore land
under the lease agreement, which
expires in June this year.

Under the lease agreement,
the company cannot fill up the
river and its foreshore, cannot use
additional river land, cannot change
the riverbanks, cannot disrupt the
navigability, cannot anchor ships
haphazardly, and cannot dump waste
into the river.

“Shah Cement is not complying
with the terms of the agreement.
They are gradually filling the river and
foreshore by dumping waste, which is
reducing the navigability of the river
in that area. We occasionally visit the
site, verbally instruct them to comply
with the terms, and sometimes carry
out evictions,” a senior official of
Narayanganj BIWTA Port Office told
The Daily Star on April 13.

Shipping Adviser Brig Gen (retd)
Sakhawat Hussain rejected Shah
Cement’s claim that it is not a river
grabber.

“When 1 visited the Dhaleshwari
and Shitalakkhya rivers [in December
2024], T saw that Shah Cement
has encroached upon the river. I
immediately instructed the officials
concerned to take effective measures,”
he told The Daily Star in March.

Contacted again yesterday for
an update, he said, “I instructed the
officials concerned to start a survey
to determine how much land Shah
Cement and other factories have
occupied there. I am not sure what
actions have been taken so far, but I will
definitely follow up on this matter.”

Govt hires
firm to remove
sand, soil

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) is going (o hire
a firm to remove the alluvial soil at
the confluence of Shitalakkhya and
Dhaleshwari and the sand and soil
filled up in front of Shah Cement in
Munshiganj.

On Thursday, the BIWTA primarily
selected a contractor at its Narayanganj
port office following a competitive
tender process, officials said.

The firm has been selected from
among three bidders to excavate about
15 lakh cubic feet of sand from the char
area, said BIWTA officials, but did not
disclose the name of the contractor.

“The necessary documents of the
selected company are now under
scrutiny, and a formal work order
will be issued once the verification
is done,” said Mobarok Hossain
Mozumder, Deputy Director of the
Ports and Transport Department at the
Narayanganj River Port.

Officials expect to start the dredging
after Eid upon completion of all official
procedures.

According to the tender notification
dated March 5, 2025, sand must be
transported at the company’s own
expense using boats to a designated
distance under the instructions and
supervision of BIWTA engineers.

The notification came a day after
BIWTA wrote to the Munshiganj district
administration, saying Shah Cement’s
sand-filling  activities is creating
navigation problems in the Shitalakkhya
and Dhaleshwari route, obstructing the
natural flow of the water and causing

environmental damage.
“Several companies, including
Shah Cement, are raising land

by dumping sand and soil on the
confluence, disturbing the rivers’
flow. The navigability of the rivers
has decreased, hindering vessel
movement and raising concerns about
environmental disasters,” reads the
letter dated March 4.

Despite official instructions to
remove the illegally dumped sand and
soil, Shah Cement has yet to comply,
it said, adding, “These activities violate
the Port Act 1908, Port Rules 1966, and
High Court orders.”

the attacks are shielded, as they have
patrons within the government”.

He said that the forces that killed
Ratan in 1988 are now attacking
those who are protesting against
injustice.

Prof Anu Muhammad
condemned attempts to frame war
crimes trials as anti-Islamic. “The
vast number of pious Muslim people
in Bangladesh are themselves
victims of war crimes. Most of
the millions who were killed were
practising Muslims.”

“We must stand against all such
political malpractices. We must
present issues correctly and, along
with protesting and resisting such
oppression and attacks, we must also
question the government’s role,” he
added.

second. Now again in the third phase,
you have merged things together ...
you are just showing us the ‘banana
of reforms’,” he said.

Referring to the latest call for
talks, Salahuddin said, “We’ve told
you to compile what has already been
discussed and present it to the nation.
But instead, you're going through
rituals with no real work being done.
Why another fresh inauguration
on June 2 for the third round? How
many inaugurations does it take?”

He also criticised Chief Adviser
Prof Muhammad Yunus for
“backtracking on earlier assurances”.
“You told us there would be an
election by December. But then you
backtracked. That is unfortunate,” he
said.

‘I’ merely speaking about
reclaiming our democratic
rights makes you uncomfiortable,
honourable chief adviser, that is truly
disappointing. How much longer will
you delay reforms using this excuse?”

Salahuddin said justice for crimes
against humanity committed
by “fascists” must remain a top
priority, even above reforms. He also
highlighted the sacrifices made by
BNP activists, stating that they shed
blood, endured torture, and were sent
to secret detention centres called
Aynaghar. “We didn’t go through all
that for nothing,” he said.

“Our goal is to establish a
democratically elected government,
restore voting rights, and build a
society free from discrimination.
Reform is a continuous process, but it
should not be used to justify election
delays,” he added.

BNP acting chairman Tarique
Rahman’s Adviser Mahdi Amin,
the party’s Executive Committee
Member Tabith Awal, and other party
leaders also attended the Krishak Dal
event, chaired by its General Secretary
Shahidul Islam Babul.

At a separate event at the Jatiya
Press Club, BNP Standing Committee
Member Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury responded to Yunus's
comments made during a question
answer session at the 30th Nikkei
Forum in Tokyo on Thursday.

There, noting that some politicians
want the election in December this
year, Yunus had said, “We don’t want
to leave the country with the old
institutions remaining as it is. If we
need a good job at the reforms, we
have to wait for six months more [for
the election]. There are opinions that
let’s get the election done, but it is not
all, just one particular party.”

In response, Khosru said, “Only
the parties formed after August 5
don’t want elections. At least 52
parties want polls within December.
Il someone says only one party
wants elections, is that a truthful
statement? Is it directed at us? What
does it imply?”

He added that those opposing a
December election are “only four or
five parties”, not even registered, and
lacking public support.

“The interim government has
no connection with the people.
Everyone’s doing whatever they want.
More will do so, causing further
damage. This cannot continue,” said
Khosru.

He added, “Only an elected
parliament, accountable to the
people, can bring stability. After
Sheikh Hasina fled, major changes
took place. Any party that fails
to recognise this has no future in
Bangladesh.”

The event was organised by the
Zia Parishad and chaired by its Vice
Chairman Md Shafiqul Islam. Other
speakers included BNP Chairperson’s
Adviser Syed Moazzem Hossain Alal
and Jugantor Editor Abdul Hai Shikdar.

Mob Kkills two

FROM PAGE 12
marijuana were seized.

“A case was filed in this regard,
accusing the duo and two others.
The deceased Tanvir was one of the
accused in the narcotics case.”

Later, around noon, Tanvir and
two other young men arrived in
the Haddipatti area and started
threatening the locals for tipping the
police off, said the OC.

Locals said they were carrying
machetes at the time.

At one point, during the heated
exchange, an announcement was
made over the local mosque’s
loudspeakers calling residents to
gather and confront criminals.

Subsequently, locals chased down
the men and beat two of them to
death.

The OC said police were informed
only about the drug-related
allegations, not about the accused
carrying machetes, mugging, or
harassing women.

The bodies of the deceased were
sent (o the Shaheed Suhrawardy
Medical College mortuary for
autopsy.

Haddipatti, located near a canal
and somewhat isolated from the
main residential area, is home to at
least 250 families.

Residents, mostly from low-income
groups, report a rise in mugging
incidents in the area recently.
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Fishermen catch fish
from the Shakbaria
river, adjacent to the
Sundarbans. They
cast their nets during
high tide and collect
local varieties of fish
-- including shrimp,
bele, and tengra. By
selling the catch in
local markets, they
earn Tk 400-700 a day.
The photo was taken
from the Jorshing
area in Koyra, Khulna
yesterday.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Japan eyes Bangladesh as key investment

FROM PAGE 3

Tokyo’s plan to build an
industrial value chain under
the Bay of Bengal Industrial
Growth Belt (BIG-B), centred
on Matarbari and linked to
Northeast India, Nepal and
Bhutan, could be a game-
changer for Bangladesh, he
added.

After Bhutan, Japan will
become only the second
country to sign an FEPA
with Bangladesh, enabling
Japanese firms to retain
duty-free, quota-free
benefits once Bangladesh
graduates from LDC status

radical improvement,” the
professor said.

Maria Howlader,
secretary-general of the
Japan-Bangladesh Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
said apart from complexities
at the customs, taxes and
licensing  issues, Japan
wants political stability and
security. “As we are making
reforms, I am confident that
more Japanese companies
will be investing here in the
coming days,” she told The
Daily Star.

She lauded the new
MoUs aimed at training and

next year. recruiting Bangladeshis in
“How much of  Japan.

this opportunity we Restaurant group

can use depends on Watami  has  already

us. Our investment  announced a training centre

environment  needs a  jnDhaka.

‘Murdered’ in
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have Selim declared dead
and filed the case.

Now, Selim is fighting not
just for his land, but for his
very existence — at least on
paper.

Selim is the youngest of
four brothers. His eldest,
Helal, drives a battery-run
auto-rickshaw, while Abul
Hossainisamarginal farmer.
Mostofa used to work as a
bus driver in Dhaka.

About 12 vyears ago,
Mostofa left the area after
allegedly killing a 10-year-
old boy named Royal to
frame his rivals in a murder
case, said Shefali Akhter,
Royal’s aunt.

Selim alleged that when
he tried to sell part of his
land during his daughter’s
wedding, his  brothers
stopped him, wanting the
property for themselves as
Selim had no sons.

He claimed they forcibly
took control of his 150
decimals of land, including
his home, and forced him
out about two years ago
after he refused to transfer
ownership in their favour.

Selim now lives near his
grocery shop in Beltoli with
his wife, Hazera Khatun.

“In 2022, there was a

dispute over the land. They
beat me up, and I filed a
case against them, which
is still ongoing,” he said.
“They threatened me (0
withdraw the case. When I
didn’t, they began harassing
me. Then came the student
movement -- they used it as
an opportunity to show me
as dead in a murder case.”

“If they could kill me and
make my body disappear,
this case would serve to
establish that I died during
the movement,” Selim said.

He said he is facing severe
harassment because of the
case, adding, “I've been to
Jatrabari  Police  Station,
CMM court and the DB
office five times -- and I'm
still struggling to prove that
I'm not dead.”

Meanwhile, the
complainant of the case,
Mostofa, is on the run, police
said.

Local police have
investigated the recent case
and submitted a report,
saying Selim, who is alive,
was shown as deceased in
the case due to a family
dispute.

M ohammad
Rukunuzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Phulbaria Police
Station, said, “Mostofa is a

Though only about
35,000 Bangladeshi skilled
workers had gone to Japan
as of 2024, Japanese
authorities and firms expect
100,000 recruits over the
next five years in caregiving,
construction, farming,
driving, factory and food
sectors.

“Japan maintains 100
percent compliance and
transparency in the system.
We should maintain it at
every step -- call it in quality
of language and recruitment
steps,” said Maria.

Syed Masudur Rahman,
director of Japan-
Bangladesh joint venture
Kokorazashi, said rising
Bangladeshi presence in
Japan will spur exports,
“We should robustly work

July uprising

known robber in the area. He
has four cases against him,
including two for murder,
one for extortion, and one
for assault. He has not been
seen in the area for at least
10 to 12 years since a murder
case was filed against him.”

This correspondent
visited the homes of Helal
and Abul Hossain, but
they declined to comment.
Mostofa’s phone remained
switched off.

Sub-inspector  Aminul
Islam of the Detective
Branch of Dhaka
Metropolitan ~ Police  is

currently investigating the
case.

Speaking to The Daily
Star, he said Mostofa went
into hiding after the matter
came to light. “His phone is
switched off,” he added. “We
have sent notices to Selim
and one of his brothers for
DNA testing.”

PRAYER
TIMING

JUNE1

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-05 12-45 5-00 6-45 8-15
JAMAAT 4-40 1-15 5-15 6-50 8-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

to harness the Japanese
market. Any lethargy means
we willlose the opportunity”.

Abdullah added under
Japan’s Free and Open
Indo-Pacific strategy, Tokyo
seeks “peace, stability and
prosperity” in the region.

Supporting Bangladesh
in  security sector o
achieve this objective as
well as protect Japanese
investments is also
an important area of
cooperation, he said.

“Bangladesh should
pursue strongly to make the
best use of Japanese interest
in this region, especially
Japanese investment and
labour market,” he said,
adding that “it will boost our
economy, remittance and
jobs sector”.

Robbers loot
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highway police station,
sustained a bullet injury
to his hand during the
incident.

Mohammad Rasedul
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Mirzapur Police Station,
said the expatriate and her
relatives were rescued and
brought to the police station.

Injured  Tuhin  was
admitted to  Kumudini
Hospital, he added.

Adibul Islam, additional
superintendent of police
(crime) in Tangail, said, “We
are working on the case and
hope to arrest the robbers
soon.”

Earlier, an oil-laden
truck was hijacked on the
same highway in Mirzapur
on Iriday. On May 21, a
passenger bus of Al Imran
Paribahan was robbed and
female passengers were
harassed. A similar incident
occurred on February 17,
when a Unique Royals
passenger bus was robbed
and female passengers were
assaulted in Mirzapur.

Expressing concerns over
safety and rising insecurity,
both transport workers
and commuters strongly
demanded enhanced
surveillance by law enforcers
on the highway.

Services halted for fourth day, patients sutler
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yesterday expressing regret
to all patients who have
been deprived of care due
to the ongoing disruption.
The ministry said it had
sent a delegation to the
hospital to help resolve
the  deadlock.“At  this
moment, we are awaiting
a positive outcome from
the discussions. In the
meantime, as an interim
arrangement, patients
requiring eye treatment
are requested o seek
necessary medical care
at  the ophthalmology
departments of nearby
hospitals,” the statement
added.

According to 2023
government data, the
hospital serves around
1,800 outdoor and

emergency patients daily,
with approximately 40 new
admissions each day.

The current numbers
are likely to be higher.

Whilevisiting the hospital
in Dhaka’s Shyamoli area
around 1:15pm yesterday,
this correspondent found
both gates locked, with
several Ansar members
stationed at one entrance.

Inside, seven to eight
police  personnel were
present, alongside a few
journalists.

The hospital wore a
deserted look, with no
doctors, nurses, or staff

members visible.

Only one lift was
operational.

While about 150

inpatients left the hospital

on Wednesday evening,
some 80 patients - mostly
individuals injured during
the July uprising — remain
admitted. They have been
housed on the third floor,
which serves as the hospital’s

dedicated care unit.
Kawsar Ahmed, 48,
a small trader from

Narayanganj, underwent a
second surgery on his right
eye on Tuesday. Following
the procedure, doctors
recommended several tests.

“I 'was under direct
supervision of the doctor
while waiting for the test
results. But all services
stopped from Wednesday,”
he said.

Kawsar said about 25
general patients were still
staying at the hospital,
while food servicesresumed
yesterday morning after
two days. “But there’s still
no doctor, nurse, or even a
cleaner here,” he said.

Shahidul Islam Sakib,
a college student who
suffered eye injuries in Feni
during the July uprising,
has been  undergoing
treatment at the hospital
for over two months.

He has undergone
four surgeries and is now
awaiting the installation of
an artificial eye, having lost
vision in his left eye.

“I have to visit the
doctor every two or three
days, but we've been left
without treatment for the
last four days. Water and
blood are oozing from the
damaged eye,” he told this
correspondent from his

hospital bed.

He said over 50 injured
persons of the July uprising
were staying at the facility,
and that none from the
government contacted them
over the past four days.

Around 70  people
injured during the July
uprising have been receiving
treatment at the hospital.
They allege that hospital
authorities are not providing
proper care and have been
involved in malpractices.

However, doctors
and hospital staff claim
that many of the injured
patients  behave rudely
and that two incidents on
Monday and Tuesday raised
serious security concerns.

Hospital staffers,
including doctors and
nurses, began a work
stoppage from Wednesday
morning, citing security
concerns.

Around 11:00am that
day, a group of injured
July protesters allegedly
attacked hospital  staff,
leading to a tripartite clash
involving other patients
and their attendants, Prof
Khair told The Daily Star
on Wednesday.

“Some  doctors and
nurses were injured, and
their residences also came
under attack,” he added.

Police and army
personnel later arrived
and brought the situation
under control.

However, all staff left the
hospital after the incidents,
and even inpatients started
leaving, officials said.

Akhter Hossain, a July
protester, on Wednesday
denied attacking hospital
staff.

He claimed they were
protesting irregularities at
the hospital and negligence
in their treatment.

He alleged eight
protesters were injured
when  police  charged

batons on them.

Earlier, on Monday, four
individuals injured in the
July uprising attempted
suicide by consuming
poison during a meeting at
the hospital.

They were later treated
at  Shaheed Suhrawardy
Medical  College  and
Hospital.

On Tuesday, the hospital
director was reportedly
confined to his office for
about an hour and a half
over alleged infighting
between two groups of July
protesters.

Charges against
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its associated bodies to
carry out actions that led
to mass Killings, injuries,
targeted violence against
women and children, the
incineration of bodies,
and denial of medical
treatment to the wounded.
He said, according to the
report, more than 1,500
individuals were Killed,
over 25,000 wounded, and
countless others subjected
to torture and other
inhumane treatment.

Memo No. 27.12.2947.188.07.002.25-670

e-Tenders are invited

in the National

BANGLADESH RURAL ELECTRIFICATION BOARD
POWER DIVISION, MINISTRY OF POWER, ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

e-Tender Notice (LTM)

Bangladesh (except the Banks debarred by BREB).

e-GP System Portal
gradation/underground)/Conversion of electrical distribution line under Bagerhat PBS. Tender submission deadlines are mentioned below.
Tender document purchasing price & Tender Security amount will be in the form of Bank Draft/Pay order in favor of Project Director,
Modernization & Capacity Enhancement of BREB Network (Khulna Division), BREB, Dhaka from any scheduled Bank of

(hitp:/fwww.cprocure.gov.bd)

Date. 27-05-2025

for Construction (new/up-

& i Last selling Opening/
Tender 1D P : Publication g :
5L Nof Sub Package No Description of Works Date & Time Closing
Mo ) Date & Time Date & Time
’ Conversion of 18029 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
1| tosasrs | MCEPBREBKDW: | Single Phase 10 threc phaseflnsulated 10:00
Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
e Conversion of 18.716 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
2 1084576 MLEP’E;;[—:?};K"_W' Single Phase to three phase/Insulated 10:30
Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
; Conversion of 15.287 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
3 1084577 MCEH????{RD_W_ Single Phase to three phase/Insulated HERIE
i Conductor) in Bagerhat PRS. 02062025 | 17062028 | &
Conversion of 16.858 Km Line (LT to HI/HT | 09:00 AM | 4:00 PM §
4 1084578 MCEP{?:'QE_?IFKD'W' Single Phase to three phase/Insulated @ | 11:30
x Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
Conversion of 19.042 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
5 1084579 MCEP?;E:"I"KD_W_ Single Phase to three phase/Tnsulated 12:00
Conductor) in Bagerhat PBS.
2 Conversion of 18.872 Km Line (LT to HT/HT
6 1084580 MCEP/BREB/KD-W- Single Phase to three phaselInsulated 12:30
340.02 Conduetor) in Bagerhat PBS.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e- GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To

submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://'www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any e-GP
registered banks’ branches for all Tender [D. Further information and guidelines are available in the Mational e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP helpdesk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd). The Procuring Entry reserves the right to accept or reject all the Tenders Proceeding

without any Reason.
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BANGLADESH RURAL ELECTRIFICATION BOARD

ARG (2e0e- 235) 3038-303¢

{Mohammad Abul Kalam)
Superintending Engineer (C.C.)
Bangladesh Rural Electrification Board
Faridpur Zone, Faridpur.
Telephone ; 02-478802006
E-mail : serebfaridpur@gmail.com
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Unmasking the sweet
trap: call for global ban
on flavoured tobacco
to protect youth

On May 31, the World Health Organisation
(WHO) marks World No Tobacco Day 2025
with a bold call: ban all flavours in tobacco
and nicotine products to protect youth from
addiction and disease. The theme, “Bright
Products. Dark Intentions. Unmasking
the Appeal” highlights how the industry
uses appealing flavours and flashy designs to
lure young people into addiction.

Flavours like menthol, cotton candy,
and bubble gum make harmful products
more palatable, masking their harshness
and encouraging experimentation. These
flavours not only increase the likelihood
of starting but also make it harder to quit.
WHO’s latest report shows that flavour
accessories—such as capsule filters and
click-on drops—are designed to bypass
regulations and hook new users, especially
teenagers.

Currently, over 50 countries ban flavoured
tobacco, while others restrict e-cigarette
flavours or disposable vapes. But flavour
accessories remain largely unregulated,
giving the industry room to manipulate the
market.

WHO warns that these tactics are fuelling
a new wave of addiction. Paired with social
media marketing and colourful packaging,
nicotine products like pouches, heated
tobacco, and disposable vapes are spreading
rapidly among youth.

“Thisisn’t innovation—it’s manipulation,”
said Dr Rudiger Krech, WHO Director of
Health Promotion. “We are watching a
generation get hooked on gummy bear-
flavoured nicotine.”

With 8 million tobacco-related deaths
annually, WHO urges all
governments to  act
swiftly. The message
is clear: flavours have
no place in a healthy
future.

Source: World Health
Organisation
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FROM ‘MAMA’ TO MUTE

The silent effect of screens on
carly speech development

MD MANJURUL IMAM LEON

“He doesn’t say ‘Mama’ yet, but he can
unlock my phone.” This statement
has become increasingly common in
therapy centres and among worried
parents. A silent concern is growing:
Why isn’t my child talking?

Behind these questions, one
digital culprit is gaining attention—
screen time. While screens offer
convenience, especially for busy
families, their increasing presence
in early childhood may be casting a
shadow on speech development.

Recent studies highlight the link
between screen exposure and speech
delays. The Canadian Paediatric
Society notes that higher levels of
screen time in infancy are tied to
weaker language skills at ages 3 to 4.
A 2021 pilot study by the Institute for
Paediatric Neurodisorder and Autism
(IPNA) in Dhaka found that nearly
30% of children with speech delays
had a history of excessive screen
exposure—more than 3 hours daily.

The first five years are a critical
window for speech and language
development, which depend on
interaction, imitation, and responsive
communication. When these are
replaced by passive screen viewing,
children miss key opportunities to
learn words, express emotions, and
build the foundation of language.
The concern is no longer isolated—
it's becoming a public health issue.

A child’s brain in early years acts
like a sponge, absorbing sounds,
expressions, and emotional cues.
But passive screen use—where there
is no back-and-forth interaction—
can disrupt this process. A 2020
study in Paediatrics found that
high screen exposure was linked
to reduced brain activity in regions
responsible for language processing
and emotional engagement. The less
children hear real voices, the harder
it becomes for their brains to wire for
speech—especially in children under
two, whose language networks are

still forming.

The American Academy of
Paediatrics warns that lack of
face-to-face  interaction  during
this sensitive period can hinder
vocabulary, sentence formation,
and overall communication. When
screens become the main source
of  engagement, developmental
milestones may be delayed.

In today’s world, avoiding screens
is difficult. But there are evidence-
based strategies that can help.
The World Health Organisation
recommends no screen exposure for
children under two and a maximum
of one hour per day of supervised,
high-quality content for ages two to
five.

More importantly, it is the quality
of interaction that matters. Activities
like storytelling, reading, singing,
and symbolic play stimulate brain
areas essential for speech. Carers
can also practise “serve-and-return”
interactions—responding to a child’s

gestures or sounds to encourage
communication.

Creating screen-free routines
during meals, commutes, and
bedtime reintroduces  valuable

moments for bonding. Modeling
healthy screen habits at home also
reinforces a balanced approach to
digital media.

Technology can enhance learning
when used wisely, but it cannot
replace human connection. By being
present, talking, and listening, carers
lay the foundation for confident
communication.

In a world full of digital noise,
children still need one thing most:
real voices, real faces, and real
connection. Their first “Mama” or
“Baba” is too precious to miss. Before
handing them a screen, let’s offer
them our words instead.

The writer is a student of the
Department of Communication
Disorders at the University of Dhaka.
Email: imammanjurul@gmail.com

HYPERTENSION

even children are
not immune

DR ABDULLAHEL AMAAN &

DR KHAINOOR ZAHAN

Hypertension (HTN) is a leading
global risk factor for death and
disability, posing a serious and
persistent public health threat. In
the South-Fast Asia Region alone,
more than 294 million people live
with hypertension. Key risk factors
include excessive salt intake, tobacco
and alcohol use, unhealthy diets, lack
of physical activity, stress, and air
pollution.

The disease remains a major
contributor to premature deaths
caused by heart attacks and strokes.
Alarmingly, many individuals remain
unaware of their condition. Among
hypertensive adults, half do not know
they have it, and nearly one in six fail
to maintain adequate blood pressure
control. Unchecked, hypertension
can lead to heart attacks, strokes,
kidney failure, and early death.

Although hypertension is often
considered an adult condition,
children are not immune. Paediatric
hypertension can be primary
(essential) or secondary. Primary
HTN, now the most common form
in children, is often genetically
influenced. Secondary HTN may
result from identifiable causes such
as kidney disease (accounting for
50-60% of cases), congenital heart
disease, hormonal disorders, or side
effects of medications like steroids.

Older children may develop HTN
due (o lifestyle factors similar to
adults, such as being overweight,
having a poor diet, and being
physically inactive. Paediatric HTN
often goes undiagnosed but has
serious long-term implications for
heart and kidney health.

According to the American
Academy of Paediatrics (AAP),
blood pressure should be measured
annually in children aged 3 years
or older and at every medical visit
for high-risk children. Risk factors
include premature birth, low birth
weight, congenital heart conditions,
recurrent urinary tract infections,
and a family history of kidney disease.

Lifestyle modification is the
cornerstone of managing paediatric
hypertension, especially in children
with primary HTN or obesity.
Key  recommendations include

maintaining a healthy weight,
engaging in daily aerobic exercise,
minimising sedentary screen
time to under two hours per day,
and adopting a diet rich in fresh
vegetables, fruits, and low-fat dairy.
Children should avoid sugary drinks,
foods high in salt, and opt for low
cholesterol meal options.

For asymptomatic children in
the early stages of hypertension, a
3-6 month trial of lifestyle changes
and weight loss is recommended
before  considering  medication.
Antihypertensive therapy is
introduced if lifestyle changes fail to
normalise blood pressure.

Policymakers must also step in to
protect children from lifestyle-related
risks. Countries like Denmark, Poland,
Saudi Arabia, and Thailand have
banned trans fats in the food supply.

Others, including the US, Canada, and
EU nations, have introduced nutrition
labelling and calorie displays on fast
foods to help young consumers make
healthier choices.

With  strong  political — will,
community involvement, and
practical interventions, the burden
of hypertension can be reduced.
This supports the global goal to
cut premature mortality from non-
communicable diseases by one-third
by 2030.

World Hypertension Day, observed
annually on May 17, plays a critical
role in raising awareness. This year,
its 20th anniversary, is marked with
the theme: “Measure Your Blood
Pressure Accurately, Control It, Live
Longer!”

The writers are the assistant
professors of neconatology at the
Institute of Child & Mother Health
(ICMH), Matuail, Dhaka. Email:
abdullahelamaan@gmail.com,
khainoorzahan@gmail.com

BALANCING THE SCALES
Diet and lifestyle
Jor corporate men

RAISA MEHZABEEN

In Bangladesh'’s corporate world, men are
increasingly falling victim to sedentary
routines, high stress, and poor dietary
choices. With the economy growing,
corporate demands are intensifying—
often at the expense of health. As a result,
obesity, diabetes, hypertension, heart
disease, and mental health issues are on
the rise.

A typical workday begins with a rushed
breakfast, followed by long commutes,
hours at a desk, and late-night meetings
or heavy dinners. Caffeine and processed
snacks fill the gaps, while physical activity
remains rare.

A study by the Bangladesh Institute
of Health Sciences found that 7 in 10
corporate men show signs of lifestyle-
related illnesses. Most are preventable
through simple, consistent changes in
diet and routine.

Mindful eatingisessential. Emphasising
seasonal produce, whole grains, and lean

proteins—while avoiding fried foods,
sugary drinks, and excess red
meat—can lower chronic
disease risk. Even at the
office, healthier snacks like
fruits, nuts, or green tea
are better alternatives.
Exercise must also
be  integrated—through
walking breaks, using stairs,
or pre/post-work workouts.
Corporations should support
wellness with health screenings,
ergonomic workspaces, and movement-
friendly policies.

Mental health matters too. The culture
of overwork must shift. Work-life balance,
access to counselling, and celebrating
healthy habits at work can make a
difference.

Bangladesh stands at a crossroads.
Ignoring these red flags will strain both
individual ~well-being and national
productivity. The time for a health-
conscious corporate culture is now.

The writer is the founder & CEO
of Nutrition For Change. E-mail:
raisameh20@gmail.com

Smart bedtime habits for better diabetes control

STAR HEALTH DESK

Managing diabetes effectively involves not
just what you do during the day but also the
habits you maintain before bedtime. A good
nighttime routine can help keep blood sugar
levels stable, prevent overnight complications,
and support restful sleep. One of the most
important things a person with diabetes
can do before bed is to check their blood
glucose levels. For many, the target bedtime
range is between 100 and 140 mg/dL, though
individual goals may vary depending on health
status and treatment plans. If the level is too
low, a light snack might be necessary to avoid
hypoglycemia while sleeping. If the reading
is too high, it is worth reviewing food intake,
activity levels, or medication timing with a
healthcare provider.

Some people with diabetes, especially those
who take insulin or certain oral medications,
may benefit from a small, balanced bedtime
snack. This snack should ideally contain both
carbohydrates and protein to maintain stable
blood sugar throughout the night. Examples
include a few whole grain crackers with cheese,
a small apple with peanut butter, or a bowl of
plain yoghurt. It is best to avoid sugary foods
that could lead to blood sugar spikes and
crashes.

How can you manage

Cortisol Belly?

Taking medications at the correct time is
also crucial. Many diabetes medications are
scheduled for evening or bedtime, particularly
long-acting insulin. Forgetting to take them
can lead to high blood sugar overnight and a
difficult start to the next day. Setting an alarm
or reminder can help ensure consistency.
Those who experience frequent nighttime lows
should prepare by keeping fast-acting glucose

) -
— ##'

— such as glucose tablets or fruit juice — near
their bed. It is also helpful for bed partners to
know the signs of nighttime hypoglycaemia,
which may include night sweats, confusion, or
vivid dreams.

Late-night habits can also affect blood
sugar levels. Drinking alcohol close to
bedtime can cause blood sugar to drop
hours later, increasing the risk of overnight

hypoglycaemia. Similarly, eating a large, heavy
meal late in the evening can lead to blood
sugar spikes and interfere with sleep quality.
For better control, it is recommended to finish
eating two to three hours before going to sleep
and to avoid alcohol or keep it minimal and
always consume it with food.

Stress and poor sleep are often overlooked
in diabetes care, yet both can significantly
impact blood glucose levels. Establishing a
calming bedtime routine — such as reading,
light stretching, or listening to music — can
lower stress hormones and improve sleep.
Reducing screen time before bed can also
enhance sleep quality, as blue light can
interfere with melatonin production. Ideally,
adults should aim for seven to nine hours
of restful sleep each night, as poor sleep can
worsen insulin resistance and glucose control.

Finally, a bit of preparation can make
mornings smoother. Laying out medications
and diabetes supplies, planning breakfast,
and setting up reminders can reduce morning
stress and promote better blood sugar
outcomes. For individuals living with diabetes,
small changes in nighttime habits can make a
meaningful difference in health. A consistent,
thoughtful bedtime routine is not just good
practice — it is a powerful tool for managing
this chronic condition.

WHO recommends new tools

to protect infants from RSV

“Cortisol belly” is a buzzword used to describe belly

fat linked to chronic stress. While it is not a medical
diagnosis, people often associate it with high cortisol
levels—the stress hormone produced by your adrenal
glands. However, experts caution that chronic stress

alone is not a proven cause of belly fat.

Belly weight gain can be influenced by many factors—
diet, physical activity, sleep, hormones, and medical
conditions like Cushing syndrome or metabolic syndrome. RSV
In Cushing syndrome, excess cortisol leads to fat build-
up in the belly and face, along with other symptoms like

stretch marks and fragile skin.

So, what can you do to manage abdominal weight gain

effectively?

1. Move more: Aim for daily steps and
strength training. But do not overtrain—
too much exercise can also raise
cortisol. '

2. Prioritise sleep: Stick to a
routine, make your bedroom cool |
and dark, and aim for 7-8 hours
nightly.

3. Manage stress: Try vyoga,
meditation, or deep breathing. Even 20
minutes in nature can help lower stress
hormones.

4. Eat smart: Focus on anti-inflammatory foods like
leafy greens, fish, nuts, and whole grains. Limit sugar,

alcohol, and processed foods.

5. Skip the supplements: No pill melts away belly fat.
Herbs like ashwagandha and lemon balm may reduce

stress, but talk to your doctor first.

A healthy lifestyle—not cortisol blockers or trendy
drinks—is the most effective way to manage abdominal

fat and feel your best.

infants from respiratory

worldwide.
causes an

to medical care is limited.

March 2025.
The maternal

The World Health Organisation (WHO)
has published its first position paper
on immunisation products to protect
syncytial _
virus (RSV), the leading cause of acute p
lower respiratory infections in children

estimated
100,000 deaths and over 3.6 million
hospitalisations annually in children
under five, with half of these deaths
occurring in infants under six months.
Most fatalities (97%) occur in low- and
middle-income countries where access

The position paper, released in =«
the Weekly Epidemiological Record, -
outlines WHO’s recommendations
for two immunisation products: a
maternal vaccine (RSVpreF) and a
long-acting monoclonal antibody
(nirsevimab). Both were endorsed
by the Strategic Advisory Group of
Experts on Immunisation (SAGE) in
September 2024. The maternal vaccine
received WHO prequalification

vaccine
recommended for pregnant women
from 28 weeks of gestation onwards,
ideally during routine antenatal visits,
to transfer protective antibodies to
the baby. Nirsevimab, a single-dose
monoclonal antibody, is administered

to infants at birth or before hospital
discharge. In countries with RSV
seasonality, it may be given to older
infants before their first RSV season.

According to WHO, these products
have the potential to significantly
reduce RSV-related hospitalisations
and deaths. Countries are advised
to choose the product that best fits
their healthcare systems, considering
feasibility,  cost-effectiveness, and
expected coverage.

The position paper is intended to
guide national immunisation strategies
and inform funding decisions.

in

is

Source: The World Health Organisation
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Faruque removed

‘for performance, not
corruption’

SPORTS REPORTER

Bulbul begins
BCB tenure with
decentralisation drive

ICC has welcomed it [the
decision to remove Faruque
and bring in Bulbul]. The ICC
is not unaware of the current
situation of Bangladesh
cricket. From that point of
view, it has also welcomed

N SPORTS REPORTER
the new leadership.
Youth and Sports adviser A day after assuming the role at the helm, newly appointed
ASIF MAHMUD Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) president Aminul Islam Bulbul

chaired a four-and-a-half-hour-long board of directors meeting at
the BCB headquarters in Mirpur yesterday.

At the outset of the meeting, Bulbul -- a former official at both the
International Cricket Council (ICC) and the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) -- delivered a presentation himself, marking a first for a BCB
president.

In his address, he stressed the urgent need to launch

JUNIOR ATHLETICS

BKSP blaze track with
record-breaking run

four new development programmes. However, N SPORTS REPORTER
there were no discussions about elections or
constitutional reforms. The 39th  Junior (Age-Group) Athletics

A major outcome of the meeting was the

Championships concluded yesterday at the
decision to decentralise cricket operations (

National Stadium, with Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protisthan (BKSP) once again stamping their
authority on the track and field with a dominant
performance.

in Bangladesh. This will begin with two
pilot projects in the country’s northern and

directorship ~ following a  no-confidence southern parts. \

Youth and Sports Advisor Asif Mahmud has
clarified that the removal of Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) president Faruque Ahmed was

driven by performance issues, not allegations of  wijthdrew his nomination as a director, which in

corruption.

Talking to reporters during the prize-giving
ceremony of the 35th National (Men’s) Handball
Championship 2025 yesterday, Asil stated that
the International Cricket Council (ICC) welcomed
the change in leadership and the move followed
due process in line with the BCB constitution and

ICC guidelines.

“This is not some sort of punishment,” Asif welcomed the new leadership.”
said. “We must judge based on performance,
and that performance hasn’t been satisfactory.
Cricket is our main sport, and unfortunately,
we’ve seen a steady decline. The BPL investigation
committee report and the current state of cricket

made it clear that a change was needed.”

Faruque was replaced by former national
captain Aminul Islam Bulbul after the National
revoked Faruque’s

Sports  Council  (NSC)

Caught in a pertect storm, Tigers

ASHFAQ-UL-ALAM

Consecutive defeats on the ground,
chaos at the board and regression in the
rankings -- all have combined to create a
perfect storm for Bangladesh cricket in
the last few days, one that has left fans,
and the players, grasping at straws to
somehow keep their love for the game
and the Bangladesh team from fading
into oblivion.

The month of May began with the
men’s team dropping to 10th in the
ODI rankings for the first time in nearly
two decades in the first week, and it
concluded with them falling to 10th
position in the T20I rankings as well.

In between, the Tigers suffered a
2-1 series defeat against the UAE, their
second Dbilateral T20I series defeat
against an associate team in 13 months,
having lost by the same margin against
the USA in May 2024.

The wounded Tigers then travelled
to Lahore and copped even more blows,
conceding comprehensive losses in back-
to-back T20Is against Pakistan.

motion by eight out of nine BCB directors. Asif
emphasised that the removal was administrative
and procedural, not personal.

“We did not remove the president per se. We

“This is totally a fresh beginning,” Iftekhar
Rahman Mithu, chairman of BCB’s media and
communication committee, told reporters after
the meeting.

Similar initiatives were introduced during the tenure
of former president Nazmul Hassan Papon but never materialised.

“Since around 2000-2002, we are hearing about regional cricket.
But for the first time, we feel that it will finally come to light,” he
added.

The meeting also covered plans to develop coaches, umpires, and
curators through talent hunts and training initiatives.

“Experienced British turf manager Toby Lumsden will conduct
a seven-day training camp to develop the curators. Similar
programmes will also be introduced for coaches and umpires.

“The new board president wants educated local curators,
groundsmen in all venues in the country so that we don’t need
to depend on foreign ones,” Mithu informed further, noting that
restoring the BCB’s image -- which has taken a hit in recent months
-- was another key talking point.

He also mentioned that the board is still due Tk 20 crore from
TV broadcasters, sponsors, and franchises. If the amount is collected,
the Bangladesh Premier League (BPL) from last year would yield a net
profit of Tk 75 lakh.

As expected, BKSP emerged champions,
clinching 25 gold, 19 silver, and nine bronze medals
from the 40 events contested over two days. BKSP
athletes alone set 10 of the 13 new records, with
the remaining three coming from Noakhali, Ansar
& VDP athletes.

Ansar & VDP finished runners-up with seven
gold, 10 silver, and three bronze medals, followed
by Kurigram DSA in third place with two gold,
three silver, and four bronze.

Noakhali also won two gold medals but had to
settle for fourth place, having bagged two silver
and three bronze medals. Chattogram, Rajshahi
Education Board, Gopalganj, and Munshiganj also
made the gold tally, each winning one gold medal.
Eight more district sports associations made it to
the medal table with silver and bronze medals.

On the final day of the competition, new records
were set in the boys’ 100m hurdles, boys’ 4x400m
relay, boys’ 400m, girls’ 400m, girls’ 800m, girls’
discus throw, and boys’ triple jump in the U-18
category. In the U-16 category, the boys” and girls’
400m events also saw new benchmarks set.

turn vacated his presidency,” Asif explained. “It’s
similar to how a player underperforms and gets
dropped.”

Addressing concerns about government
interference, Asil said, “The government acted
within its authority. There was no undue
interference. And importantly, we’ve been in
constant communication with the ICC. They’ve

Responding to Faruque’s claim that he wasn’t
given a chance to defend himself, Asif noted,
“I spoke to him personally. He couldn’t answer
some of the key questions. We tried to resolve the
matter quietly, but when that failed, we had to
take action.”

Asif concluded by reiterating the goal: “Our
focus is to improve cricket. This decision was
made with that purpose in mind.”

orasping at straws

While Litton Das’ team was getting
outclassed by a Pakistan team that are
going through a transition period, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) went
through a change in presidency for the
second time in nine months.

After weeks of speculation, Faruque
Ahmed was removed as the board
president following an unprecedented
show of no-confidence from the majority
of the board directors and the National
Sports Council (NSC) rescinding his
directorship.

Aminul Islam  Bulbul replaced
Faruque at the helm and promised to
make positive changes, something his
predecessor had also done after assuming
power, but was ultimately dethroned
from the BCB almost as dramatically as
he had been crowned.

With dark clouds hovering all around
and no silver lining in sight, Bangladesh
cricket is going through its worst period
in recent memory. The only thing that
could lift the gloom, even momentarily,
is if the Tigers pull up their socks and
achieve a face-saving win over Pakistan

PHOTO: AI GENERATED

in the third and final T20I set to take
place today.

The match, which will take place at
the Gaddafi Stadium, is a dead rubber,
as Pakistan have already taken an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match
series.

However, Bangladesh will not only
be playing for pride today, they will also

be vying to make history by defeating
Pakistan in Pakistan in T20Is for the first
time.

But a victory seems far-fetched going
by how Bangladesh have fared so far
in the series, falling miserably short of
chasing a target of 202 in both matches.

Bangladesh lost the first match by
37 runs, after losing momentum and
wickets in the middle of the chase.

But the visitors did not learn from
their mistakes at all, as even after getting
off to a flying start, reaching 38-0 after
three overs, they lost five wickets in just
23 balls and squandered any hopes of a
series-levelling win.

Number nine batter Tanzim Sakib’s
maiden half-century pushed the total
to 144 all out in 19 overs as they lost the
game by 57 runs. After such defeats,
the chances of a victory seem slim.
But another meek surrender could
potentially push many Bangladesh fans
beyond their breaking point and push
Bangladesh cricket deeper into the
throes of despair.

AFEIDA AND CO
START STRONG

Bangladesh women held superior
Indonesia (ranked 94) as the charges
of Peter Butler (ranked 133) played
out a goalless draw in a FIFA friendly
fixture at the King Abdullah Stadium
in Amman, Jordan, yesterday.

The girls, led by defender Afeida
Khandakar and boosted by the return
of five mainstays, next play a stronger
side, Jordan (ranked 74), on June 3

in the tri-nation series at the same
venue. PHOTO: BFF

‘Ours is the strongest side since the

2003 SAFF winners’

Bangladesh and Bashundhara Kings forward Rakib Hossain finished as the top local scorer in the recently concluded

Top seed Jannik Sinner dismissed world number 34 Jiri Lehecka in
straight sets on Saturday at Roland Garros as the Italian booked his
place in the fourth round. Sinner delivered a dominant display of
power-hitting as the first-ranked men’s player beat his opponent 6-0,
6-1,6-2.

Bangladesh Premier League (BPL), netting 11 goals in 17 games — one more than the previous season. Rakib spoke with The
Daily Star’s Anisur Rahman about his form, domestic football, the national team, and the inclusion of Canada-based Shamit
Shome in the Bangladesh squad.

The Daily Star (DS): You've become
the top local scorer in successive
seasons. What was your mindset?

Rakib Hossain (RH): When you aim to
make your team champions, you have
to perform well -- and the goals will
come naturally. Being the top local
scorer again feels good, especially
after having to compete with both
foreign and national players. Still, I
would feel better if I scored more.

DS: Of your 11 goals, nine came against
weaker teams like Dhaka Wanderers,
Chittagong Abahani, and Fakirerpool.
Any regrets about not scoring more
against bigger teams?

RH: I do regret it. I should have scored
four or five more. Bashundhara
Kings dominated many matches and
created lots of chances, but we failed
to convert them in key games.

DS: What was the difference between
this season’s Rakib and last season’s?
RH: I had a chest injury and couldn’t
play comfortably at the start of the
season, during which we played top
teams like Mohammedan, Abahani.

I recovered in the second phase and
then found goals.

DS: What went wrong for
Bashundhara Kings, who dropped
to third spot for the first time after
winning five consecutive titles?

RH: First, we didn’t get the expected
performance from our foreign players.
If you look at Mohammedan’s scorers,
most goals came from foreigners. In
contrast, local players scored most of
our goals. Also, injuries affected our
foreign and local players. We locals
couldn’t always deliver our best
either.

DS: How did the season for the players
go since changes in the country’s
political landscape and the withdrawal
of Sheikh Jamal DC and Sheikh Russel
KC?

RH: Players suffered the most. Many
quality players didn’t get clubs, and
some had to accept lower payments.
There was competition, but it would
have been stronger with teams like
Sheikh Jamal, Sheikh Russel, Saif SC.
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DS:  Your goal
international matches is lower than in
domestic matches. Why?
RH: The difference in international
and domestic matches is big. But
I always give my best. I've made

conversion in

mistakes - if I'd stayed calmer in the
box, I could’ve scored more than the
four goals I have for the national team.

DS: Tickets for the Singapore match
(on June 10) are already sold out. Can
the team meet fan expectations?

RH: This Bangladesh team is more
mature than before. We know
Singapore are strong, but we’ll try o
repay the fans who bought tickets.
Our goal is to beat Singapore.

DS: What's your take on inclusion
of Shamit Shome after Hamza
Choudhury in the national team?

RH: Honestly, they are great players.
We saw Hamza’s impact in the match
against India. Shamit’s inclusion will
strengthen us, because playing in the
Premier League or other top leagues is
no small feat. If he can contribute like
Hamza, the match against Singapore
will be easier, and our chances of
scoring will improve. I believe this
is the strongest Bangladesh team
since the 2003 SAFF-winning side,
especially with expatriates like Jamal
Bhuiyan, Tareq Kazi, and now Shamit.
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Yunus invites

BNP for talks
tomorrow

Says Salahuddin, slams
govt for ‘stalling reforms
to delay the election’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP leader Salahuddin Ahmed yesterday
alleged the government is offering nothing
but empty gestures in the name of reform,
while taking no concrete steps to ensure
the national election is held by December.

The chief adviser invited the party for
talks tomorrow.

“How many times will you inaugurate
these reforms?” asked the Standing
Committee member of the party. He was
speaking at a discussion organised by
Krishak Dal at the Institution of Diploma
Engineers in the capital to mark the 44th
death anniversary of party founder Ziaur
Rahman.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6

Push for polls by
Dec threatening
stability: Patwary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Insisting that the election “must be held by
December” is tantamount to threatening
the country’s stability, said Nasiruddin
Patwary, chief coordinator of the National
Citizen Party, yesterday.

The youth will not accept the politics
of intimidation, he told a workshop
organised by NCP’s Dhaka (north) unit at
a hotel in the capital’s Gulshan.

“We are still on the streets, and we will
continue to be on the streets in the future.”

The country will move towards a
democratic process only after reforms are
made and justice is delivered, Patwary said.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5
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A farmer in Puthia, Rajshahi, shows his paddy crop damaged by recent downpours. He said he may not even find buyers for it.

The photo was taken yesterday.

Misery persists in
coastal areas

Thousands still marooned; one dies, 8 missing
as trawler capsizes in Meghna

STAR REPORT

Though the downpour has subsided, flooding continues to affect thousands
across coastal districts, following a deep depression over the Bay of Bengal.

At least two deaths have been reported since the depression hit the country
on Thursday.

Seven out of 19 coastal districts experienced significant damage, according
to the primary assessment by the Department of Disaster Management (DDM).

The Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD) said that although the
depression further weakened yesterday, the active monsoon is expected (o bring
light to moderate rainfall across the country over the next four days.

Meanwhile, the Flood Forecasting and Wa arning Centre (FFWC) of the
Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB) yesterday forecast flooding in

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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Investor confidence
dips amid absence

of meaningful talks
Says Debapriya

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Investors have been
grappling with
uncertainty over the
absence of meaningful
discussion between
political players and the
interim  government
about the country’s future fiscal
direction, said Debapriya Bhattacharya,
a distinguished fellow at the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD).
“Without political consensus and policy
continuity, private investors will remain
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

‘Signs of new
fascism’ now
being seen

Says Prof Anu Muhammad
DU CORRESPONDENT

Noted economist Prof Anu
Muhammad  vyesterday  said
that signs of a new fascist order
beginning to take shape are visible
in the country.

“The current situation indicates
the arrival of a new wave of .‘4.
fascism. A new fascist force seems  #s'
to be stirring across the society
once again, and it must be resisted,” he said.

Anu Muhammad, a member of the Committee for
Democratic Rights, made the remarks at a Nagarik
Sanghati Rally at the altar of the Raju Sculpture at Dhaka
University yesterday afternoon.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

Mob kills two in
city’s Darus Salam

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Two suspected criminals were killed in a mob beating in
the capital’s Darus Salam area yesterday.

Locals chased them down and beat them to death,
accusing them of being part of a gang that had recently
been roaming with machetes, mugging pedestrians, and
harassing women in the neighbourhood

One of the deceased was identified as Tanvir, 25, while
the other could not be identified immediately, said Darus
Salam Police Station Officer-in-Charge Rakibul Islam.

The incident took place in the Haddipatti area of
Ahmed Nagar around noon, hours after Darus Salam
police arrested two alleged drug dealers from the area.

“Acting on a tip-off, Darus Salam police conducted an
anti-narcotics drive in the area early yesterday, during
which two people were arrested and five kilogrammes of

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6
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