“And so, if there is no
response that meets the
humanitarian situation...
we will have to toughen
our collective position.”
French President Emmanuel
Macron on Israel’s blockade

of Gaza aid
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Japan to provide

S1b in budget
support, grant

Yunus holds bilateral talks with
Japanese PM; 6 MoUs signed

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Japan will provide $1.063 billion to Bangladesh in loans and grants for
budget support, railway upgradation and scholarships, reaffirming its full
support for the interim government’s reform agenda and commitment to

a peaceful political transition.

The agreements were signed in Tokyo by Bangladesh Ambassador
Md Daud Ali and Japanese Ambassador Shinichi Saida, reflecting both
nations’ resolve to deepen their strategic partnership for peace, stability,
and shared prosperity, according to the press wing of the Chiel Adviser’s

Office.

Of the total package, $418 million will be provided as a Development
Policy Loan to support economic reforms and climate resilience, $641
million will fund the upgrade of the Joydevpur-Ishwardi rail line to
a dual-gauge double track, and $4.2 million in grants will go toward

scholarships.

The deals were formalised on the sidelines of a bilateral meeting
between Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus and Japanese Prime

Minister Ishiba Shigeru.
Yunus, on a four-day visit
to Japan since May 28,
received a guard of honour
ahead of the meeting and
presented Ishiba  with

the graffiti book “Art of o

Triumph”, chronicling the

July uprising in Bangladesh. o

During his visit, Yunus
addressed the Nikkei Asia
Forum and participated in
a series of meetings and
seminars with Japanese
oflicials, business leaders,
and the
diaspora. He is scheduled to
return home today.

Six additional [

Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) were
signed vyesterday during
the Bangladesh Business

Bangladeshi Py

6 MOUS AT A GLANCE

Energy cooperation

Apparel accessories
factory

E-bike & battery-run
cycle plant

Information security
initiative

One-stop investment
platform

Seminar in Tokyo, aimed at

bolstering economic and investment cooperation.The MoUs in focus are
on energy cooperation, industrial expansion, textile accessories, green
mobility, cybersecurity investment, and digital integration.

The Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) and Bangladesh’s
energy and mineral resources ministry agreed to strengthen collaboration

on energy projects.

Japanese firm ONODA Inc signed a land lease agreement with
Bangladesh Special Economic Zone (BSEZ) to expand its gas meter
assembly manufacturing, inspection, and maintenance operations.

Bangladesh Naxis Co Ltd signed an MoU with BSEZ Ltd to establish a

factory producing apparel accessories.

Glafit and Musashi Seimitsu Industry, in partnership with the
Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA), will support
the construction of a plant to manufacture battery-powered cycles and

clectric motorcycles.

Cipher Core Co Ltd committed $20 million to launch a national
pilot project using Complete Cipher Technology by inventor Takatoshi
Nakamura, aiming to position Bangladesh as a quantum-resilient digital
economy, with exclusive rights granted to the local entity for technology

deployment and global expansion.

JICA and BIDA signed an agreement for early-stage technical and in-
kind support for the Integrated Single Window Platform (ISWP), designed
to unify investment-related services across various agencies.

Addressing the event, Yunus congratulated all parties involved and
said, “Now it is our task to implement. I am moved.”

-
= o

Torrential rain throughout Thursday inundated the playground at Bokulnesa Mohila Degree College in Amtali

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

upazila, Barguna. The photo was taken yesterday.

Thousands still marooned

Houses damaged, acres of farmland submerged as rain,
tidal surge continue to batter coastal districts

STAR REPORT
Thousands of people remained
stranded across several coastal
districts as tidal surges and torrential
rains, triggered by a depression over
the Bay of Bengal, kept battering the
region for the second day.
According to the Bangladesh
Meteorological Department (BMD),
the deep depression has weakened
after moving onto land but is still
likely to bring heavy rainfall to parts
of the country.

Flooding, gusty winds, and the
breach of several embankments
have caused widespread damage
across Noakhali, Patuakhali, Bhola,
Cox’s Bazar, Khulna, Barguna, and
Barishal.

Thousands of homes have been
damaged, vast acres of Aman
seedbeds submerged, and numerous
fish farms washed away, reported
our correspondents.

The BMD’s Storm Warning
Centre said the deep depression has
turned into a land depression and is

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus exchanges pleasantries with Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba at the latter’s

A

office before their bilateral meeting in Tokyo yesterday.

DEV BUDGET EXPENDITURE

Health ministry puts uncertain, if Dec
up poor show again

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY
Two divisions responsible for healthcare
delivery have once again ranked among
the worst performers in executing their
development budgets, spending just a fraction
of their allocated funds over the past 10
months.

The Medical Education and Family Welfare

ORIGINAL

DIVISION
| ALLOCATION

Health Services

| Tk13,741cr

only exception was fiscal 2020-21 when
the Medical Education and Family Welfare
Division achieved the national average, show
documents of Implementation Monitoring
and Evaluation Division (IMED).

Experts and officials attribute poor ADP
execution to the incapacity of implementing
agencies, project directors’ lack of experience,
reliance on the Public Works Department

IMPLEMENTATION
(REVISED ADP) RATE

14.907%

| REVISED
ALLOCATION

| Tk5,673cr |

Medical Education

& Family Welfare ‘ [Ee S

Division used just 2.34 percent of its revised
Annual Development Programme (ADP)
allocation of Tk 2,283.16 crore till April, the
lowest expenditure rate among all ministries
and divisions.

The Health Services Division fared slightly
better, spending 14.9 percent of its Tk 5,673.51
crore budget and ranking fifth from the
bottom, well below the national average of
41.31 percent.

This marks yet another year of weak
budget execution since the health ministry
was split into two divisions in 2017. The

2.347%

Tk 2.283cr ‘

(PWD) for construction work, outdated
budgeting practices, and changes in the top
tier of implementing agencies after the July
mass uprising.

The data on the ministry’s dismal
performance comes on the heels of a Health
Sector Reform Commission report that
identifies inadequate allocation, unchecked
corruption and mismanagement as key
problems in the health sector.

Only 5.2 percent of the current fiscal year’s
budget - a mere 0.74 percent of the Gross

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Help us

build ‘New
Bangladesh’

Yunus calls on Japan
STAR REPORT
Chief Adviser Prof

Muhammad Yunus urged
the Japanese government
and  entrepreneurs (o
extend their full support
in Dbuilding a “New
Bangladesh” and by doing
so, turning the dreams
of millions of youths into
reality.

“We are in big trouble.
Literally, Bangladesh has
gone through a 16-year
earthquake. Everything
fell apart... we are trying to
pick up the pieces,” he told
the “Bangladesh Business
Seminar” hosted by the
Japan  External Trade
Organisation (JETRO)
and Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
at JETRO headquarters in
Tokyo, reports UNB.

Calling on Japan as a
friend of Bangladesh, he

PHOTO: CA PRESS WING SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Election future

deadline missed

Says Mirza Abbas; BNP doubles
down on polls demand as it marks

7ia’s 44th death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

expressed concern that there may never be another election
in Bangladesh if the national polls are not held by December.

“Don’t try to delay the election with excuses. We know very
well that if the election doesn’t take place in December, there
will never be another election in this country. Bangladesh
will be subjugated to foreign masters,” he said at a program in
front of the BNP central office in Naya Paltan in the evening,
marking the 44th death anniversary of BNP founder and
former president Ziaur Rahman.

He also claimed that only one person is against holding
polls by December -- Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus.

Farlier in the day, after paying tribute at the grave of the
BNP founder, Mirza Abbas said that if June is considered for
holding polls, there will be no election at all.

“If an election is to be held, it must be held by December. If
there’snointention to hold the election, then the responsibility
lies with Dr Yunus, not us. The people of Bangladesh will
ensure that [polls],” he said, adding that without an election,
the country’s progress will come (o a halt.

He also strongly criticises the chief adviser for his remarks
on the election timeline during his ongoing visit to Japan.

He added, “From Japan, Dr Yunus is defaming BNP. He
is defaming the country. He has said that only one party
wants an election [in December]. But we want to say, there is
only one person who does not want an election, and that is
Professor Muhammad Yunus.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

PHOTO: COLLECTED

moving further north or northeast.
It also forecast moderate to heavy
rainfall in Rangpur, Mymensingh,
Dhaka, Barishal, Chattogram, and
Sylhet divisions.

In a morning bulletin at 9:00am
yesterday, the Flood Forecasting
and Warning Centre (FFWC) of the
Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDB) forecast floods in low-
lying areas of Sylhet, Sunamganj,
Moulvibazar, Habiganj, Netrakona,
and Feni in the next 72 hours .

SEE PAGE 9 COL 5

Pakistan, India The right way to A haven for
close to completing reform public biodiversity amid
border troop administration urban sprawl
reduction PS5 P6 WR1
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LATE AL-HAJJ ABDUL MONEM
( 05 JANUARY 1937 - 31 MAY 2020)
FOUNDING CHAIRMAN & MANAGING DIRECTOR
ABDUL MONEM LTD.

In remembrance of his Sth death anniversary, we pay tribute to our esteemed
visionary leader and foremost contributors to the Industrial sector of Bangladesh.
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Beneath the grey sky,

the red tree sings

If I could describe Dhaka in my sketchbook using one
colour each day, most of the pages would probably be
grey. Dusty roads, concrete buildings, tired mornings,
and hurried lives that carry that dull shade. But there
would be a few grey pages where I’d reach for the

red and orange, making a few bold, scattered
strokes across the corners. Those are the
days when the Krishnachura blooms.

JAWWAD SAMI NEOGI

The royal Poinciana may be native
to Madagascar, but it feels like it has
belonged o us for years. We callit by our
own beautiful name -- Krishnachura --
asif it knows Dhaka’s summers by heart
and waits all year just to remind us that
Dhaka is still beautiful. Even in the
middle of chaos and concrete, it gives
us a quiet moment that makes the heart
feel a little lighter.

So vibrant, so sudden, so poetic -
that’s Krishnachura. One morning, I
look up and suddenly the sky seems to
be on fire. The trees I passed every day
without noticing have exploded into the
shades of red. They wait quietly through

In a city that's
always moving,
always rushing, I spot

it - sometimes from
a rickshaw, sometimes
through the window of
a crowded bus, or while
walking down the street. The tree
stands still, and I pause for a second,
maybe a few minutes. I reach into my
pocket for my phone, trying to capture
the moment, because I know it won’t
last. Soon, the petals will fall, and I
won’t even realise how much TI'll miss
them.
It had just rained, light and sudden.
The wet petals on the ground remind
me it’s all temporary. I look around and

PHOTO: JAWWAD SAMI NEOGI

The flowers may not last long, but
they stay in your memory forever. You
remember that one tree near the tea
stall, or the big one that scatters red
petalslike confetti onto a quiet footpath
when a soft wind passes through. You
remember how, even in the extreme
heat of summer, something as simple
as a flower surprises you.

There’s something special about
its timing, too. It shows up when the
heat has made everything heavy, when
people are most tired. It may not offer
shade, but it offers hope -- it offers
wonder!

Every year, when the Krishnachura
comes back, it whispers: Some things
exist just to be seen, just to be loved for

Youth stabbed to
death in Jhenidah

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

A youth was stabbed to death in the Beparipara
neighbourhood of Jhenaidah town vyesterday,
allegedly by his friends.

The victim is Jibon Hossain alias Montu, 22, of
Hamdah Mollapara area, said police.

Witnesses and police said Jibon was eating
mangoes with friends around 5:30pm. Suddenly,
an argument broke out among them. At one point,
some of his friends stabbed Jibon and fled.

He was taken to Jhenaidah Sadar Hospital,
where the doctor on duty declared him dead.

Jhenaidah Sadar Police Station OC Abdullah
Al Mamun said they visited the scene and police
were reviewing the CCTV footage to identify those
involved.

The body was sent to Jhenidah Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

Woman killed in
elephant attack

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A woman died after a herd of elephants attacked
her home in Nalitabari upazila of Sherpur early
yesterday.

The victim, Surton Nessa, 60, was the wife of late
Rangu Sheikh of the upazila’s Batkuchi village.

Quoting locals, Forest Department’s Madhutila
Range Officer Dewan Ali said a herd of elephants
entered Batkuchi village around 10:00pm on
Thursday. Initially the villagers managed to drive
them away, but the herd returned around 3:00am.

At that time, the elephants attacked Surton’s
house, killing her on the spot while she was
sleeping alone inside the house, the official added.

On information, police recovered her body later
in the morning and handed it over to her family
without an autopsy.

Earlier, on the night of May 20, two pecople
were similarly killed in an elephant attack in the
district’s Jhenaigati upazila.

The persisting human-elephant conflict is the
result of deforestation and habitat loss.

Over the past 10 years, at least 124 elephants

the seasons, but when summer arrives,
the branches burst into flames of red
and orange. It’s as if the Krishnachura
tree has remembered a forgotten poem

and started to recite it out loud.

admiring it under its shade.

see lovers taking photos, framing the
flowers in the background. I notice tired
passersby looking up at the tree, quietly

a moment.

differently.

And in a city full of grey days, it
gives me a reason to colour the page

were Kkilled across Cox’s Bazar, Chattogram, the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, and Mymensingh regions.
Many fell prey to retaliatory killings, electrocution,
poaching, and train accidents.

Conversely, at least 83 people have also been
killed in elephant encounters during this period.

Japan to provide $1b in budget support

FROM PAGE 1

He said what happened in the country
in the past 16 years left nothing in
shape, and in this situation, Japan
came up as a good friend.

“I came here to thank you and
design the next step,” he said. “We
want to show the history that it was
done, done in a perfect way. We have
kind of tightened our belt and say here
we are to work. With your support, it
is doable.”

“Let’s put our hands together and
execute it ... I’'s not about making
money. It's about changing people’s
lives,” he said.

Speakers at the event included

Shinji Takeuchi, Japan’s
parliamentary  vice-minister  of
economy, trade and industry;

Norihiko Ishiguro, chairman and CEO
of JETRO; and Fumiya Kokubu, chair
of the Japan-Bangladesh Committee
for Commercial and FEconomic
Cooperation.

On Thursday, both nations inked
MoUs on training and employing
Bangladeshi skilled workers, with
projections that Japan may hire up
to 100,000 workers from Bangladesh
over the next five years amid a growing
labour shortage.

During the bilateral talks, Yunus
and Ishiba emphasised the need to
conclude the Economic Partnership
Agreement  (EPA)  soon, with
expectations that it will enhance
investment and trade and secure duty
and quota-free access for Bangladeshi
products after IL.DC graduation, a
foreign ministry official said.

Current bilateral trade stands at
around $4 billion. Since Bangladesh’s
independence, Japan has provided
more than $24 billion in loans and
grants. A foreign ministry official
noted, “Bangladesh can get a lot of
Japanese investments if we can truly
improve our business environment.”

The two countries reaffirmed their
political and security cooperation,
including the early delivery of five
patrol boats to the Bangladesh Navy

under Japan’s Official ~ Security
Assistance.  They also  agreed
in principle to the Agreement

Concerning the Transfer of Defence
Equipment and Technology, hoping
for its early signing.

Both leaders reiterated their
commitment to the strategic
partnership and a shared vision for a
free and open Indo-Pacific, grounded
in peace, stability, rule of law, and
multilateralism.

Yunus expressed gratitude for
Japan’s  sustained  development
support, particularly under the Bay of
Bengal Industrial Growth Belt (BIG-B)
initiative. Ishiba lauded Bangladesh’s
efforts in temporarily sheltering the
Rohingya refugees.

Both sides agreed that the ultimate
resolution of the Rohingya crisis lies
in their safe, voluntary, and dignified
return to Myanmar, and emphasised
the need for sincere dialogue among
all stakeholders.

Ishiba described Bangladesh as a
“long-standing friend” and pledged
Tokyo’s continued support during
the country’s democratic transition.
“Bangladesh plays a critical role in
regionalstability,” hesaid, highlighting
its importance in ensuring peace
across the Indo-Pacific, according to
the CA’s Press Wing.

He paid tribute to Yunus, expressing
confidence that Bangladesh would
usherin anew era under hisleadership.
“Japanese people have profound
respect for you,” Ishiba added.

Yunus thanked Japan for its
“unwavering support” over the past

10 months, noting the difficult
inheritance left by the previous
regime.

He emphasised Bangladesh’s

Election future uncertain

FROM PAGE 1

Mirza Abbas claimed that it was Prof
Yunus who mentioned holding polls
by December.

“BNP has always wanted elections
by December. It was Dr Yunus who
first mentioned December, not us.
Later, he shifted the timeline to June.
If he talks about holding the election
by June, it will never happen in
Bangladesh,” Abbas told the reporters.

Mirza Abbas said Ziaur Rahman
carried out many reforms without
bringing in any foreign consultants.

“Ziaur Rahman undertook various
reforms such as canal re-excavation
programs, the garments industry,
and women’s education. But this
government, in the name of reforms,
has reached a point where they no
longer want to hold an election.”

Abbas further criticised the interim
government for “importing people
from abroad” to carry out reforms.

“These people are not citizens,
they don’t love the country, and lack
commitment to Bangladesh. How

can they reform a nation they don’t
care about?” he asked, urging the
government to prioritise the welfare of
its own people over foreign interests.

Many BNP leaders and activists,
including  Standing  Committee
members Abdul Moyeen Khan,
Gayeshwar Chandra Roy, Salahuddin
Ahmed, and Dr AZM Zahid Hossain,
paid tribute at Ziaur Rahman'’s grave,
braving the rain.

In another event, BNP leader
Salahuddin Ahmed demanded that
a clear roadmap be announced for
the next parliamentary elections by
December.

“A desire has emerged within the
nation for a fair and orderly national
parliamentary election, and we have
expressed our expectations based on
the aspirations of the people,” he said
ata food distribution event at the High
Court Mazar Gate marking the death
anniversary of Ziaur Rahman.

In Gulshan, Standing Committee
member  Khandaker ~ Mosharraf
Hossain said there is no alternative to

commitment to a free, open and
inclusive Indo-Pacific, and expressed
readiness to work with Japan on
maritime security, sustainable marine
resource management, enhanced
connectivity, and the fight against
transnational crimes.

The chief adviser outlined a series
of infrastructure and trade proposals,
seeking Japanese support for a land-
based ING terminal at Matarbari and
an import-based LPG terminal at
Moheshkhali.

He also sought support for duty-
and quota-free access for Bangladeshi
exports for at least three years after
LDC graduation in 2026; soft loans
to upgrade the Dhaka-Chattogram
highway into a six-lane access-
controlled expressway; upgradation of
the Chattagram-Cox’s Bazar highway;
and a new four-lane bridge over the
Meghna-Gomti river.

He invited Japanese investment in
sectors such as automobiles, electric
vehicles, light machinery, high-
tech electronics, and solar energy,
proposing integration into Japan’s
industrial value chains.

Yunus urged Tokyo to launch
a skilled workforce partnership
programme, saying it could help
fill Japan’s labour shortages and
open opportunities for “hundreds of
thousands” of Bangladeshi workers.

Additionally, he requested
an increase in scholarships and
opportunities for Bangladeshi
students and vocational training

instructors to study in Japan.

Ishiba assured that Tokyo would
continue o assist Bangladesh in
overcoming its current challenges. He
recalled his own visit to Bangladesh 38
years ago for the inauguration of the
Japan-funded Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge, and expressed his intention
to visit Bangladesh at a mutually
convenient time.

elections for restoring democracy, and
the interim government must ensure
polls are held on time. He noted the
government’s promise (0 restore
people’s rights remains unfulfilled.

At an event in Banani, Abdul
Moyeen Khan questioned why the
interim government fears elections.
“You know that the people do not like
you. Are you afraid you won’t remain
in power if a fair and neutral election is
held? Why don’t you openly admit it?”

BNP and its affiliated organisations
observed the death anniversary of
Ziaur Rahman nationwide, with
key programmes including wreath-
laying at his grave, Quran recitation,
special prayers, food distribution, and
discussions.

The party also held a doa mahfil at
the chairperson’s office in Gulshan,
virtually attended by acting chairman
Tarique Rahman.

Daylong events, including food and
clothing distribution, took place at 26
locations in the capital.

Health ministry puts up poor show again

FROM PAGE 1

Domestic Product (GDP) was
allocated to health sector, the lowest
among South Asian countries,
according to the report.

The commission, which submitted
its report to Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus on May 5,
recommended allocating 15 percent of
the national budget or 5 percent of the
GDP (o the health sector.

CRUCIAL PROJECTS DELAYED

The rollout of crucial health projects
faces significant delays due to the
implementing authorities’ failure to
utilise ADP allocations efTiciently,
making people in urgent need of
medical care wait longer.

One such project was taken up to
establish full-fledged treatment centres
at eight divisional headquarters for
cancer, heart and kidney patients.

Approved in July 2019, it was
initially designed to build eight cancer
treatment centres by June 2022. Later,
facilities for treating heart and kidney
patients were included in the project
involving Tk 2,388.40 crore.

The initiative was taken amid a
rise in non-communicable diseases,
including heart-related illness, which
account for around 70 percent deaths
in the country.

But the project authority couldn’t
complete construction of the health
facilities over the last eight years, let
alone procure medical equipment and
recruit health workers.

“We have sought an extension of the
project deadline till June next year and
also a revision of costs,” said Project
Director Towfique Hasan Firoz.

Asked whether it would be possible
to finish all the work within the new
time frame, he said, “We will try.”

Most other projects involved

infrastructure de\elopment for
hospitals, medical colleges, universities,
diagnostic facilities, and medical
research centres, and also procurement
of medical equipment.

REASONS FOR POOR SHOW

Among the 57 ministries, divisions,
and constitutional or statutory bodies,
only the Anti-Corruption Commission,
with an ADP utilisation rate of just 1.29
percent, performed worse than the
Medical Education Division, shows the
IMED document.

Only four ministries, divisions, and
constitutional or statutory bodies lag
behind the Health Services Division in
terms of ADP implementation.

Prof Shafiun Nahin Shimul, a
teacher at the Institute of Health
FEconomics under Dhaka University,

said government agencies lack
the necessary managerial and
administrative capacity, and

experience to implement projects in
the health sector.

In many cases, implementing
agencies don’t  have  financial
autonomy, which forces them to seek
the ministry’s intervention -- a lengthy
and bureaucratic process, he said.

“For decades, the budgeting pattern
has remained largely unchanged,
failing to reflect sector-specific needs.
Some sectors require more allocations,
while others are unable to utilise
funds effectively. The budget should
be reallocated based on necessity. But
that doesn’t happen, resulting in poor
implementation.”

For instance, more funds are needed
for medicine and the repair of medical
equipment. “But there is a mismatch in
allocations here,” he noted.

Following the July mass uprising last
year, different agencies and projects
saw changes in their top leadership,

which might be a reason behind the
poor ADP implementation this fiscal
year, he said.

“However, there have been some
positive  developments, such as
reductionin unnecessary procurement.
Previously, major contractors, often
in collusion with one another, were
involved in equipment procurement
in the health sector. That practice has
now been curbed,” he added.

The Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS) is implementing 14 out
of 19 projects under the Health Services
Division.

Asked about the slow pace of ADP
implementation, Afreena Mahmood,
director (planning and research) of
DGHS, said the PWD, responsible for
infrastructure development in the
projects, has made little progress,
making it difficult for other agencies to
proceed with their work.

She further said that several posts
of project director remained vacant
for a long time, hampering project
implementation. Besides, the interim
government adopted a “go slow” policy
for some projects.

“The vacant posts have been filled.
We hope to see major progress in the
next fiscal year.”

The Directorate General of Medical
Education (DGME) is implementing the
other four projects.

Contacted, DGME Director General
Nazmul Hosain said they lack the
capacity to handle the procurement
process, budget implementation, and
other related issues.

To address this, a panel of experts
comprising senior and mid-level
doctors has been formed to provide
training on budget implementation,
procurement, and store management,
he added.

Help us build ‘New Bangladesh’

FROM PAGE 1

said, “A good friend comes out in hard
times, and that friend is Japan. I came
here to thank you.”

Prof Yunus said millions of
Bangladeshi youths need cooperation
to turn their dreams into reality.
The interim government accepts
responsibility  for making the
impossible possible, and Japan is
Bangladesh’s partner and friend in
that effort.

“Together, our task is to create a
new Bangladesh. With your support,
it is very much doable, and we have
already laid the foundation.”

Expressing his gratitude to Japan
for its support in developing Matarbari
Deep Sea Port, Yunus said now Nepal,
Bhutan and the seven sisters of India
can access the rest of the world
through Matarbari.

“Matarbari is the doorway to the
rest of the world... we will keep the
door open for all.”

Shinji Takeuchi, Japan’s
parliamentary  vice-minister  of
economy, trade and industry, said
Bangladesh is a strategic point
connecting Asia and has been playing
an important role in developing the

region.
Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations, Japan has

continued to support Bangladesh in
its development, he said.

Shinji said the Japanese
government is trying to enhance its
strategic partnership with Bangladesh
under the leadership of Prof Yunus.

He also said the Japanese
government is encouraging Japanese
companies to invest in South Asia,

including Bangladesh.

Currently, there are about 350
Japanese  companies  operating
in Bangladesh. More Japanese

companies are eager Lo invest.

Prof Yunus said Japanese
companies can help Bangladesh
achieve  sustainable growth by

strengthening cooperation in various
fields, utilising the investment-friendly
atmosphere.

Stating that Japan’s bilateral trade
ties with Bangladesh are mainly
centred on the textile industry, he
called for diversification into a wide
range of fields.

JETRO  Chairman and CEO
Norihiko Ishiguro said Bangladesh
has seen remarkable growth and

investment opportunities in recent
years.

Fumiya Kokubu, chairman of
the Japan-Bangladesh Committee
for Commercial and Economic
Cooperation, expected a reform in tax
regulations in Bangladesh.

Shinichi Saida, ambassador of
Japan in Bangladesh, said the interim
government has protected the
economy; no project was halted, and
no businesses were suspended.

Foreign Adviser Touhid Hossain,
Chief Adviser’s Special Envoy Lutfey
Siddiqi, Principal Coordinator on
SDG Affairs Lamiya Morshed, Chiefl
Adviser’s Press Secretary Shafiqul
Alam, and Bangladesh Ambassador in
Tokyo Md Daud Ali were also present
at the meeting, among others.

Shingo Ueno, CEO of Sumitomo
Corporation; Mitsuru Izumo, CEO of
Euglena Co, Ltd; Steven Winn, chief
global strategist of JERA; Kazunori
Ogawa, senior managing director of
JBIC; Shigeyoshi Onoda, president of
ONODA Inc; Kazuya Nakajo, executive
vice president of JETRO; and Mayumi
Murayama, executive vice president of
IDE-JETRO, among others, spoke in
the discussion.
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BNP leaders and activists offer prayers after placing wreaths at the grave of former president Ziaur Rahman in the capital yesterday,
marking his 44th death anniversary. BNP and its various associate bodies have organised programmes over eight days across the country to

observe the anniversary of the party founder.

HC JUDGES
Writ petition
seeks stay on
appointment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Supreme Court lawyer
filed a writ petition
with the High Court on
Thursday seeking a stay
on the effectiveness of
the public circular that
invited applications from
candidates for the posts of
its additional HC judges.

On May 28, the Supreme
Court administration
for the first time issued a
public circular asking for
such applications.

The circular was issued
under Section 7(a) of the
Supreme Court Judges
Appointment Ordinance,
2025.

The ordinance, issued
by the law ministry
on January 21, 2025,
established the framework
for appointing judges to
both the Appellate and
High Court Divisions of the
Supreme Court.

As per Section 3 of the
Ordinance, a permanent
body known as the Supreme
Judicial Appointment
Council has been formed
to assist the chief justice
in recommending suitable
candidates for judicial
appointments. The Chief
Justice serves as the
chairperson of this council.

According to section 7 of
the ordinance, the council
has the authority to collect
relevant information about
potential candidates on its
own initiative.

Additionally, it can
publicly invite applications
through a standard form to
be submitted by interested

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

4 on 3-day
remand over
Moghbazar
mugging

COURT CORRESPONDENT
A Dhaka court yesterday
placed four people on a
three-day remand each in
a case filed over a recent
mugging in Dhaka’s
Moghbazar, where a man
was attacked with machetes.
The four are Md Sohel

Rana, Md Jibon alias
Hridoy, Md Shamim, and
Mokbul Hossain.

Rana, Hridoy and

Shamim took part in the
mugging while Mokbul is a
buyer of the mugged goods.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate Israt Zenifer
Zerin  passed the order
after Ibrahim Khalil, a sub-
inspector of Hatirjheel
Police Station, produced
them with a five-day
remand prayer. According
to police, the mugging took
place on Greenway Lane
in Moghbazar on May 18
when three assailants on
a motorbike intercepted
a man named Abdullah, a
restaurant employee from
Motijheel.

DRAINAGE DISASTER

Azharul’s
acquittal ‘a
mockery of
justice’

Says Gonotantrik

Odhikar Committee
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gonotantrik
Committee, a civic
platform, yesterday
condemned the acquittal
of Jamaat-e-Islami leader
ATM Azharul Islam, calling
the Appellate Division’s
verdict a “mockery of
justice” and a result of
political influence over the
judiciary.

In a statement issued by
its executive committee,
the platform questioned

how a convicted war
criminal -~ previously
sentenced o death by

the International Crimes

Tribunal could now
be declared completely
innocent.

“Acquitting arecognised
war criminal as entirely

PHOTO: STAR SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

Why Dhaka drowns
every monsoon

Encroached canals, lost wetlands, outdated drainage systems
leave the capital submerged after every rain

again exposed during the recent heavy rainfall
that inundated large swathes of the city.

Non-stop rain that began on Thursday
morning and continued into early Friday
submerged numerous areas, including
Shantinagar, Kalshi, Mirpur, Shewrapara,
Green Road, Neelkhet, various parts of Old
Dhaka, Bhashantek, Uttarkhan, and Dakkhin
Khan.

According o the Bangladesh
Meteorological Department, Dhaka received
196 millimetres of rainfall in the 24 hours
beginning at 6:00am on Thursday.

Despite the two Dhaka city corporations
investing more than Tk 262 crore over four
years till 2024 in constructing 334.19km
of drainage infrastructure, including box
culverts and drains, the capital continues to
suffer severe flooding during rain.

Experts blame indiscriminate filling of
waterbodies and canals in the name of urban
development, along with outdated and
inadequate drainage systems, as the main
causes of severe waterlogging in the city. They
point out that the filling of flood flow zones
has significantly reduced water-carrying
capacity, intensifying the city’s vulnerability
to waterlogging.

A 2019 study by the Bangladesh Institute
of Planners (BIP) revealed that Dhaka
has lost 3,440 acres out of 9,556 acres of
designated flood flow zones, retention areas,
and waterbodies since the publication of the
previous Detailed Area Plan (DAP-2010).

Adil Mohammed Khan, president of BIP,
said the main reason for this persistent
waterlogging is unplanned urbanisation that
has destroyed waterbodies, canals, and flood
flow zones.

He said a liveable city should have at least
35 to 40 percent of its area comprised of

waterbodies and green spaces. In Dhaka, this
has been reduced to around 10 percent.

According to BIP data, waterbodies covered
20.57 percent of Dhaka’s central area in 1995.
By 2023, this figure had dropped to just 2.9
percent. Similarly, green space has shrunk
from 22 percent to only 9 percent over the
same period.

Adil explained that while artificial drainage
can reduce the duration of flooding, it cannot
fully eliminate waterlogging if natural
channels are destroyed.

Former BIP president Mohammad Fazle
Reza Sumon said although water receded
faster this time due to recent cleaning efforts
in canals like Manda, Zirani, Shyampur,
and parts of Sutivola and Dumni, problems
remain.

He said tertiary drains connected to these
cleaned canals have not been upgraded to
handle rainfall above 400mm.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 2

A man struggles to ride his bike on a waterlogged road near new market area of the capital yesterday. Non-stop rain that began on
Thursday morning and continued into early yesterday submerged numerous areas. The major reason for the constant waterlogging
woes is a combination of encroachment and waste-dumping in canals, alongside poor drainage systems. Pictured above, the clogged up

Shuvadda canal.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN, PALASH KHAN

Build ‘three
zero clubs’ to
save the planet

Prof Yunus urges the youth
BSS, Dhaka

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday
urged the youth to build “three zero clubs” to save
the planet from destruction, saying the planet
will not sustain under the current civilisation.

“The civilisation we are building today is a self-
destructive civilisation that will kill [the planet],”
he said while delivering his lecture at Soka
University in Tokyo.

During the occasion, Prof Yunus received an
honorary doctorate degree from Soka University.

He was conferred the honorary degree in
recognition of his contributions to social

innovation and global development.

At the programme, Prof Yunus said human
beings will not be able to survive under the current
civilisation, as environmental destruction is going
on all around the world.

Highlighting his “three zero theory” -- zero

SEE PAGE 9 COL 6

Open Panthakunja
for all, abandon

ramp project

Mock trial directs govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mock trial yesterday directed the interim
government to immediately abandon a ramp of
the Dhaka Elevated Expressway, stating it would
damage Hatirjheel and Panthakunja.

Considering the overall situation, the public
court declared Panthakunja Park open for public
use.

The home adviser and relevant authorities were
ordered to ensure unrestricted public access to
Panthakunja and maintain law and order during
the trial, which was held near the SAARC Foara
intersection in the capital.

The court directed to suspend all activities
related to the connector road until the verdict is
implemented, as well as reconsider the contract
with the foreign company.

Judges of the court were -- Prof Gitiara Nasreen,
member of Media Reform Commission; Shamsi
Ara Zaman, general secretary of July Martyrs
Memorial Foundation; Prof Anu Muhammad,
editor of Sarbojonkotha; Dr Iftekharuzzaman,
head of ACC Reform Commission; and Jyotirmoy
Barua, convener of Nature and Life Protection
Platform.

In the Panthakunja case, the court asserted
that the right to file a case in the environmental
court must be made accessible to all.

The courtalso considered the recommendations
of the Constitutional Reform Commission highly
significant.

According to the commission’s proposal: “The
commission recommends that any agreement
made with (a) a foreign state, (b) an international
organisation, (c) a foreign government, (d) a
foreign company, or (e) a majority foreign-owned
company registered in Bangladesh must be
presented in the lower house. Any international
agreement that affects national interest or state
security must receive prior approval by majority

Mother fish
release eggs
in Halda river

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctgy
Carp species -~ including rui,
katla, mrigal, and kalbaush
released eggs in the
Halda River vyesterday, a
significant moment for
Bangladesh’s  freshwater
fish breeding efforts.

The spawning began
around 2:00am at 8-10
points along the river,
according to fisheries
officials.

Hundreds of boats reportedly
gathered between 2-5 buckets of eggs each.

Earlier, egg samples were observed at multiple sites
yesterday afternoon and on Monday night, with several
collectors reporting small quantities gathered, ranging
from 50-100 grammes.

Muhammad Shafi, an egg collector from North
Madarsha village in Hathazari, said he collected 13 buckets
using eight boats, while Md Kamal from Garduara village
reported gathering 35 buckets using 13 boats, which he
has since preserved in hatcheries for fry production.

The Halda’s annual breeding season spans from April
to June. Heavy rainfall and thunderstorms, combined
with high tides or ebb tides, create optimal conditions for
mother fishes to spawn.

This year, recent rainfall led to favourable spawning

SEE PAGE 9 COL 6

SEE PAGE 9 COL 3
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Auto-rickshaw
driver stabbed
to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

A CNG-run auto-rickshaw
driver was stabbed to
death in Kulaura uparzila
of Moulvibazar yesterday
morning.

The victim was
identified as Shaheen Ali,
25, of the Joypasha area,
police said.

Md Golam  Apchar,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Kulaura Police Station,
said an unidentified person
attacked Shaheen with
a lethal weapon in the
Dakshinbazar area around
11:00am, leaving  him
critically injured.

Locals rushed him to
the Kulaura Upazila Health
Complex in a critical
condition, where doctors
declared him dead.

However, the reason
behind the murder could
not be known immediately.

Witnesses said another
CNG-run autorickshaw
driver attacked Shaheen
before flecing the scene.

OC Golam said drives
are underway to arrest the
accused.

Pollution, sluice

gates choke Gorai

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The Gorai river, a tributary of the Padma that flows
through the country’s south-western region, has
turned into a narrow canal across Kalikapur, Auliapur,
and Madarbunia unions in Patuakhali Sadar upazila
due to lack of water flow and rampant pollution and

encroachment.

Multiple sluice gates installed on both sides of the river
have drastically hindered its natural flow. Additionally,

waste discharged from a rice mill in Sharikkhali area of
Kalikapur union has turned the water unusable, said locals.
As a result, nearly 25,000 residents of the three unions

are suffering.

“The river once used to be 300 feet wide. Now, due to
encroachment and pollution, it now resembles a canal
only around 25-30 feet wide,” said Mostafa Khan, a

resident of Bara Auliapur village.

“The pollution has turned the water dark and toxic,
making it unsuitable for irrigating farmlands,” he added.
Kazi Monir Hossain, director of Kohinoor Auto Rice
Mill, claimed that due to lack of water flow in the river,

the extent of pollution exacerbated recently.
the Department

“Following directives from

of

Environment, we are planning to install a water treatment
plant inside the mill very soon. Once it becomes
operational, we will discharge only treated water into the

canal, and these issues will no longer persist,” he said.

Contacted, Md Asaduzzaman, assistant director of
the DoFE in Patuakhali, said, “We will soon launch an
investigation into the rice mill. If the allegations are

proven, we will take legal action.”

Md Arif Hossain, executive engineer of the Bangladesh
Water Development Board in Patuakhali, said necessary

steps will be taken after an on-site inspection.
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A CNG-run auto-rickshaw moves along this risky, broken road, irresponsibly braving potholes that could lead to serious accidents. This
particular road is notorious for accidents caused by vehicles falling into potholes. The photo was taken on the Daulatpur-Shahpur road near
Amvita Bazar in Khulna city yesterday.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Paddle steamers set to return
as heritage cruises

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

In a nostalgic nod to the past, the
iconic paddle steamer is being
prepared for reintroduction as a
daytime “heritage cruise” in June,
shortly after Eid-ul-Azha.

Bangladesh ~ Inland  Water
Transport Corporation (BIWTC)
currently has four paddle steamers
inits fleet: PS Masud, PS Ostrich, PS
Turn, and PS Lepcha. All four are
around a century old and require
extensive and costly refurbishment.

However, BIWTC plans to
gradually restore the vessels for
heritage cruise operations.

“The paddle steamer PS Masud,
currently docked in Narayanganj,
has been found in relatively
good condition. With minor
refurbishment, it will be sent for

Child drowns
in septic tank

in Gazipur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

A six-year-old boy
drowned after falling into
an open septic tank in
Sreepur upazila of Gazipur
yesterday morning.

The  deceased  was
identified as Md Swayat
Hasan, son of Ariful Hasan.

The incident occurred
around 11:00am in Dakshin
Bhangnahati village under
Sreepur municipality,
confirmed Mohammad
Abdul Barik, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Sreepur
Police Station.

The OC said that Swayat
was playing with another
child when he fell into the
septic tank of a newly-
constructed tin  house
that was submerged in
rainwater. He died on the
spot.

Memo No- 2151

www.pwd.gov.bd

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer
Manikganj PWD Division
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survey approval by the director
general (shipping). Once the survey
is complete, the vessel is expected
to resume operation on the
Dhaka-Chandpur-Barishal route,”
said SM Ashikuzzaman, director
(commerce) of BIWTC.

recently.

b i oo b

“However, the 98-year-old vessel
is no longer viable for competitive
daily operations. It may operate
only once a week as a heritage
cruise, subject to approval by the
adviser to the ministry concerned,”

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

BRAHMAPUTRA RIVER
Erosion pushes village in
Kurigram to the brink

BSS, Khulna

SUNDARBANS
Three-month
lishing, tourism
ban from June 1

decision.

Fishing in rivers and canals will be banned and
tourist entry will also be prohibited

in the Sundarbans for three

. months to boost the breeding

. of fish and wildlife.
. The ban will remain
\in effect from June 1 to
| August 31.
‘ This decision has been
| taken by the Sundarbans
Forest Department, said
forest officials of the
Sundarbans.
Tanvir Hasan Imran,
officer at the Sharankhola
Forest Station, said from May

24, the issuance of entry permits (passes) for
fishermen, honey collectors, and tourists to visit
the forest has been suspended.

Talking to BSS, Md Rezaul Karim Chowdhury,
divisional forest officer (DFO) of the FEast
Sundarbans Division in Bagerhat, said the ban
is a part of efforts to enhance the reproductive
capacity of aquatic and wildlife resources.

He confirmed that no one will be allowed to
enter the Sundarbans during this time.

The DFO also mentioned that a proposal has
been submitted to the ministry to provide food
assistance and incentives to fishermen who
depend on the forest for their livelihood. The
proposal is currently awaiting the ministry’s

Woman hacked
to death, husband
on the run

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

said Kabita, a

He has since

Homesteads and farmlands being devoured by the river Brahmaputra at Shukherbati village in Kurigram.
Many have begun relocating to safer places before the river reaches their doorsteps. The photo was taken

PHOTO: STAR

A woman was hacked to death in Tangail's
Mirzapur upazila on Thursday night.

The deceased has been identified as Kabita
Begum, 28, of Nilphamari Sadar upazila.

Quoting locals, Muhammad Rashedul Islam,
officer-in-charge (OC) of Mirzapur Police Station,

sewing operator at a garment

factory, had a fight with her husband, Sujan Miah,
on Thursday night.

Atone point of the fight, Sujan allegedly hacked
Kabita to death with a boti (a traditional cleaver
used in the kitchen) and fled, according to the OC.

been absconding.

On information, police recovered the body from
their home and sent it to Tangail General Hospital
morgue for autopsy, said the OC. The victim’s
father filed a case in this regard, he added.

Two killed
in road
accidents

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

Two people were killed in
separate road accidents in
Thakurgaon and Dinajpur
during the last two days.

In Thakurgaon, a tractor
helper died after being run
over by the vehicle on the
Thakurgaon-Panchagarh
highway in Awliapur Board
Office area of the district’s
Sadar upazila yesterday
morning.

The  deceased  was
identified as Sayed Hossain,
23, son of the late Jamsher
Ali from Purba Mallikpara
village in Dinajpur’s
Kaharol uparzila.

Quoting locals, Boda
Highway Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Md
Hafjjur Rahman told this
correspondent  over the
phone that as the tractor
driver lost control of the
steering, Sayed tried (o
jump into a roadside ditch.

He died on the spot
after being run over by the
tractor he jumped from,
said the OC.

In Dinajpur, an elderly
man suffered injuries after
a speeding Thakurgaon-
bound truck hit his bicycle
in front of the Ansar Club at
Chehelgazi around 5:00pm
on Thursday.
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Shukherbati in Kurigram’s
Roumari upazila stands on
the verge of extinction as the
Brahmaputra continues to erode
its banks with growing ferocity.

One after another, homesteads
and farmlands are being devoured
by the river. Many have begun
relocating to safer places before
the river reaches their doorsteps.

The village is home to more
than 200 farming families in
Char Shoulmari union. Over the
past week, the river has devoured
dozens of homesteads, croplands,
and vital infrastructure, leaving
families displaced and destitute.

“I lost everything — my two

bighas of farmland were swallowed
by the river just last week, and
my eight-decimal homestead
vanished on Tuesday afternoon,”
said Mahibur Rahman, 60, a
marginal farmer who now shelters
his six-member family along a
government road.

Day labourer Mokhles Mia, 55,
said, “I lost my home to the river
and sheltered at a relative’s house.
For four days now, crosion has
intensified. The river is taking away
land faster than ever.”

AKHM Saidur Rahman,
chairman of Char Shoulmari
Union Parishad, said at least 60
houses have already been lost to the
Brahmaputra in four weeks, and
the entire village is under threat.

“Although Water Development
Board officials have visited the
site, no measures have been taken
to prevent further erosion,” he
alleged.

Officials  from the Water
Development Board confirmed
that visits were made by engineers
from the Rangpur Circle on April 8
and again by the Design Circle and
Kurigram division on April 18.

However, Kurigram WDB
Executive  Engineer  Rakibul
Hasan said they could not take
immediate action due to a lack of
allocated funds. “We've informed
the higher authorities. Once funds
are sanctioned, we’ll start the
emergency protection work,” he
said.

He died on the way (o
Dinajpur Medical College
Hospital, said Md Motiur
Rahman, officer-in-charge
of Dinajpur Kotwali Police
Station. Two separate cases
have been filed with the
respective police stations in
these connections.

PRAYER
TIMING

MAY 31

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 4-05 12-45 5-00 6-40 8-00
JAMAAT 4-40 1-15 5-15 6-45 8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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US SC lets
Trump revoke
‘parole’ status
for migrants

REUTERS

The US Supreme Court yesterday
let  President Donald Trump’s
administration revoke the temporary
legal status of hundreds of thousands
of Venezuelan, Cuban, Haitian and
Nicaraguan migrants living in the
United States, bolstering the Republican
president’sdrive to step up deportations.

The court put on hold Boston-
based US District Judge Indira Talwani
order halting the administration’s
move to end the immigration “parole”
granted to 532,000 of these migrants
by Trump’s predecessor Joe Biden,
potentially exposing many of them
to rapid removal, while the case plays
out in lower courts.

As with many of the court’s orders
issued in an emergency fashion,
the decision was unsigned and gave
no reasoning. Two of the court’s
three liberal justices, Ketanji Brown
Jackson and Sonia Sotomayor,

publicly dissented.

The court botched its assessment
of whether the administration was
entitled to freeze Talwani’s decision
pending the litigation, Jackson wrote
in an accompanying opinion.

The outcome, Jackson wrote,
“undervalues the devastating
consequences of allowing the
government (o precipitously upend
the lives and livelihoods of nearly half
a million noncitizens while their legal
claims are pending.”

Immigration parole is a form of
temporary permission under American
law to be in the country for “urgent
humanitarian reasons or significant
public benefit,” allowing recipients
to live and work in the United States.
Biden, a Democrat, used parole as part
of his administration’s approach by
to deter illegal immigration at the US-
Mexican border.

Trump  called for  ending
humanitarian parole programs in an
executive order signed on January
20, his first day back in office. The
Department of Homeland Security
subsequently moved (o terminate
them in March, cutting short the two-
year parole grants. Theadministration
said revoking the parole status would
make it easier to place migrants in a
fast-track deportation process called
“expedited removal.”
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A resident stands near buildings damaged by Russian military strikes during Russia’s ongoing attack on Ukraine, in the frontline
town of Myrnohrad, Donetsk region, yesterday. Turkey has proposed to host a meeting between the American, Russian and

Ukrainian presidents in an effort to advance toward an end of the three years of war in Ukraine.

Pak, India close to completing
border troop reduction

Says senior Pakistani general, warns the crisis increased the risk of

REUTERS, Singapore

escalation in future

Pakistan and India are close to reducing

the troop build up along their border to
levels before conflict erupted between the
nuclear-armed neighbours this month, a
top Pakistani military official told Reuters
yesterday, although he warned the crisis
had increased the risk of escalation in the

future.

Both sides used fighter jets, missiles,
drones and artillery in four days of clashes,

their worst fighting in decades, before a

ceasefire was announced.
General  Sahir

drawing down troop levels.

“We have almost come back to the pre-
22nd April situation... we are approaching
that, or we must have approached that by
now,” said Mirza, the most senior Pakistani
military official to speak publicly since the

conflict.

India’s ministry of defence and the
office of the Indian chief of defence staff
did not immediately respond to Reuters’

Shamshad Mirza,
Pakistan’s chairman of the joint chiefs
of staff, said in an interview that the two
militaries had started the process of

requests for comment on the remarks by

Mirza.

dangerous situation.

Mirza, who is in Singapore to attend
the Shangri-La Dialogue forum, said
while there was no move towards nuclear
weapons during this conflict, it was a

“Nothing happened this time,” he
said. “But you can’t rule out any strategic
miscalculation at any time, because when
the crisis is on, the responses are different.”

He also said the risk of escalation in the
future had increased since the fighting
this time was not limited to the disputed
territory of Kashmir, the scenic region

in the Himalayas that both nations rule
in part but claim in full. The two sides
attacked military installations in their
mainlands but neither has acknowledged

any serious damage.

attacks on India.

India in 1947.

self-determination.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
warned Pakistan this month that New
Delhi would target “terrorist hideouts”
across the border again if there were new

The two countries have fought three
major wars, t(wo of them over Kashmir,
and numerous armed skirmishes since
both were born out of British colonial

India blames Pakistan for an insurgency
in its part of Kashmir that began in 1989
and has Killed tens of thousands. Pakistan
says it provides only moral, political and
diplomatic support to Kashmiris seeking

“This (conflict) lowers the threshold
between two countries who are contiguous
nuclear powers...in the future, it will not
be restricted to the disputed territory. It
would come down to (the) whole of India
and (the) whole of Pakistan,” Mirza said.
“This is a very dangerous trend.”

Israel intercepts
missile fired
from Yemen

AFP, Jerusalem

PHOTO: REUTERS

The Israeli army said it had intercepted a missile
launched from Yemen on Thursday evening after
air raid sirens sounded in the centre of the country
and explosions were heard over Jerusalem.

“Following the sirens that sounded a short
while ago in several areas in Israel, a missile
launched from Yemen was intercepted,” said an
army statement.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels claimed they fired
a “hypersonic ballistic missile” at Ben Gurion
airport near Tel Aviv.

“The operation successfully achieved its goal...
forcing millions of occupying Zionists (Israelis)
to flee to shelters and halting air traffic at the
airport,” they said in a statement.

The attempted attack comes two days after
Israel said it intercepted a missile and another
projectile fired from Yemen, which Iran-backed
Houthi rebels said they had fired.

The Houthis have repeatedly launched missiles
and drones at Israel since the Gaza war broke out in
October 2023 following the Hamas attack on Israel.

The Yemeni rebels, who say they are acting in
solidarity with Palestinians, paused their attacks
during a two-month Gaza ceasefire that ended in
March, but began again after Israel resumed its
military campaign in the territory.

IS claims first
attack on new
Syria forces

AFP, Beirut

of Sweida.

SOHR.

The Islamic State (IS) group on Thursday evening
claimed its first attack on Syria’s new government
forces since the fall of longtime Syrian president
Bashar al-Assad, two war monitors said.

In a statement picked up by SITE Intelligence
Group, IS said it had planted an “explosive device”
on a Syrian forces’ vehicle in the southern province

SITE and the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights (SOHR) said it was the first IS-claimed attack
on Syria’s new government. SOHR said that one
person was killed and three members of the Syrian
army’s 70th division were injured when a patrol was
hit by a remote control landmine on Wednesday.

The man killed was accompanying the Syrian
government forces in the desert area, according to

Once in control of large swathes of Syria and
Iraq, IS was territorially defeated in Syria in 2019
largely due o the efforts of Kurdish-led forces
supported by an international coalition. It has
maintained a presence mainly in the country’s
vast desert.

Reported attacks by the group in areas
controlled by the Islamist-led government, which
took power after Assad’s ouster in December, have
been scarce.

However, they have continuously carried out
attacks on Kurdish-led forces in the northeast.

Revenue gets priority over public health
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nicotine products more appealing,
and protect public health, it reads.

Bangladesh is supposed to reduce
tobacco use by 40 percent by 2030
as per the WHO'’s extended target
and by 30 percent by 2025 as per the
WHO Implementation Roadmap for
Global Action Plan for Prevention
and Control of Non-Communicable
Disease 2013-2030.

But, between 2009 and 2022,
Bangladesh saw a 13 percent relative
decline in tobacco use, meaning
the country made only 30 percent
progress towards the 2030 target
and 40 percent towards the 2025
target, according to an analysis of six
relevant surveys by the Bangladesh
Medical University (BMU) published
last month.

Recent data about tobacco
consumption is not available. But
according to a Global Adult Tobacco
Survey (GATS) 2017, 3.78 crore people
aged 15 and above used tobacco,
accounting for 35.7 percent of the
population in that age group at the
time.

According to research conducted
by the Bangladesh Cancer Society
and published in 2019, the economic
losses due to tobacco consumption

covering (reatment costs and
productivity losses - amounted (o
Tk 30,560 crore in the 2017-18 fiscal
year.

In contrast, the government
earned Tk 22,810 crore in revenue
from tobacco during the same period.

The Smoking and Tobacco
Products Usage (Control) Act was
enacted in 2005 to curb tobacco
use in Bangladesh, with a ban on
smoking in public places as one of its
key features.

The law was strengthened in 2013
through amendments but anti-
tobacco campaigners have been
calling for further amendments to
make the law more stringent and
to close loopholes that tobacco
companies exploit to promote
tobacco use.

An amendment proposal for the

Smoking and Tobacco Products
Usage (Control) Act was placed before
the cabinet in October 2023 but was
sent back for further review.

Another proposal was submitted
to the advisory council in November
last year, but it was not approved.

Instead, a committee led by
Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed
was formed to review it further.

According to estimates, around 35
percent of the country’s population
uses tobacco products, said Shafiqul
Alam, the chief adviser's press
secretary, while announcing the
decision on November 7 last year.

“On one hand, tobacco use has
many adverse health effects. On
the other, the cigarette industry
contributes significantly to revenue.
So, a decision has been taken to
revisit the law, considering all these
perspectives,” he said.

Nearly seven months later, no
visible move to has been taken to
amend the act.

The committee has yet to submit
its report, said health ministry
sources.

Sohel Reza Choudhury, head of
epidemiology and research at the
National Heart Foundation Hospital
and Research Institute, said they have
been demanding stricter tobacco
laws for years to reduce tobacco use.

However, when the government
moves to amend the law, tobacco
companies argue that stricter
regulations would reduce their
income and government revenue.

“This is a delaying tactic, and they
have been successful in postponing
the amendments.”

The impact of a stricter law would
not immediately affect tax revenue
as regular users may not quit despite
price increases, but it would reduce
the number of new users.

Tobaccouseisacommonrisk factor
for four major non-communicable
diseases:  cardiovascular  disease,
respiratory disease, cancer and
diabetes, Choudhury said.

Referring to research, he said
that among people under 40 with

heart disease, 40 percent of cases are
caused by tobacco use.

Over 250,000 people die from
various NCDs annually, with 50
percent of these being premature
deaths. “So, tobacco control is
essential to prevent these premature
deaths,” he told The Daily Star
yesterday.

AMENDMENT PROPOSALS

The proposed amendment includes
a prohibition on the sale of loose
or unpackaged tobacco products
and bans the sale of these products
through hawking.

It also proposes banning the sale
of tobacco and tobacco products
without registration, without
standard packaging and within 100
metres of educational institutions,
hospitals, clinics, sports venues and
children’s parks.

The amended proposal calls for a
ban on tobacco advertising through
any internet platform, website,
email or social media. It requires
all tobacco products and their
packaging to be kept out of sight at
points of sale.

Activities by tobacco companies
under the guise of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) programmes are
prohibited.

The amendment recommends
printing pictorial health warnings
covering 90 percent of the surface
area on all packaging, wrappers,
cartons, bags, and containers - up
from the current 50 percent.

Violations could lead to penalties
including cancellation of production
and sales licences.

The amendment would also
prohibit any dedicated smoking areas,
expand the definition of public places
and include new products under the
definition of tobacco products.

Increased penalties for all offences
under the law have also been
proposed.

Sheikh Momena Moni, programme
director, and Md Akhteruzzaman,
director general of the National
Tobacco Control Cell, could not be
reached for comment.

Dozens of parties
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(o achieve this goal and said it was
“unfortunate” that th eblame was being
shifted onto political parties instead.

Atapresidium meeting, Gono Forum
called for an immediate and concrete
election roadmap.

The meeting observed that over
the past nine months, the government
has failed to take effective steps to
restore law and order or bring stability
to the public administration. It added
that no visible reforms or actions have
been undertaken to ensure a fair and
acceptable election.

As a result, public confidence in
the government is declining, and
uncertainty is growing among political
parties and the general population, the
statement said.

In a joint statement, the Left
Democratic Alliance echoed similar
concerns, calling the chief adviser’s
comments “a blatant falsehood” and
“intentionally misleading”.

Such a false statement by the chief
executive of the state is not only harmful
to the country but also damaging to his
own image and constitutes a violation of
his constitutional oath, the alliance said.

The alliance leaders asserted
that more than 50 registered and
unregistered political parties, including
their own, have called for parliamentary
elections by December.

The statement further said, “Under
thesame agenda, a newly formed political
party supported by the government
-~ along with some radical communal
groups and parties involved in war
crimes and crimes against humanity
during 1971 - is engaging in various
destructive activities to destabilise the
country and sabotage the election.”

These actions are plunging the nation
into a dire situation, the alliance warned.

The 12-Party Alliance, in a separate
statement, said all democratic and
patriotic political parties -- not just one
-- have been demanding a December
election for the past nine months.

They accused Prof Yunus of trying
to extend his stay in power through
“political trickery” and of aligning with
fundamentalist, unpopular, and anti-
liberation groups.

They warned that his actions could
derail the electoral process and deepen
the ongoing political crisis.

Bulbul replaces Faruque
as BCB president
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after Faruque at the post.

“For the first time, I got a call from
the NSC at the end of April. It was
like, “We will give you an opportunity,
will you accept it?” After receiving
that call, I didn’t look back,” Bulbul
told reporters in a press conference
in Mirpur after he was elected as the
BCB boss during an emergency board
of directors’ meeting yesterday.

“I had a target to honour that
call. Today, our honourable board
of directors elected me as the
president... We will try to take cricket
in Bangladesh forward,” he added.

Bulbul, who was not a running
BCB councillor, was nominated
a councillor by the NSC in place
of Sheikh Hamim Hasan earlier
on Thursday night, and ahead of
yesterday’s board meeting, Bulbul
was nominated as a BCB director by
the NSC in place of Faruque.

Later in the board meeting, he was
elected as the president by the other
nine board directors. Also, board
directors Nazmul Abedeen Fahim and
Fahim Sinha were elected as senior
vice-president and vice-president,
respectively.

“We received two letters from the

NSC vyesterday [Thursday]. One was
regarding the change of one of their
councillors, naming Aminul Islam
Bulbul as the new nominee. The
other letter was the withdrawal of
their previously nominated director,
Faruque Ahmed,” BCB’s media
and communication committee
chairman Iftekhar Rahman Mithu
said.

Meanwhile, Bulbul said that he
came to the BCB to play a quick
T20 innings as he is aware of the
forthcoming election, and that he
took up the job as a short-term
assignment.

“As the time is limited, I'm here to
play a quick T20 innings. I want to
play a good T20 innings, which you
all will remember.

“I don’t want to comment on the
past. I can say I'm not here for a long
time. There is no exact timeframe,
but I have a different agenda. As I
work in cricket development, I want
to continue it. I have taken this role
as a short-term assignment,” he said,
adding that he would like to use his 19
years of knowledge of working at the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
and Asian Cricket Council (ACC) in
Bangladesh cricket.

UN warns all of Gaza at risk
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and others already at odds with the
country over its Gaza offensive.
London called the move a
“deliberate obstacle” to Palestinian
statehood, while UN chief Antonio
Guterres’ spokesman said it pushed
efforts towards a two-state solution
“in the wrong direction”, reports
AFP.

Isracli settlements in the West
Bank are regularly condemned by
the United Nations as illegal under
international law and are seen as a
major obstacle to lasting peace.

In a separate development, an Israeli

far-right minister said yesterday it
was time to use “full force” in Gaza,
after Hamas said the new US-backed
truce proposal failed to meet its
demands.

French President Emmanuel Macron
said that European countries should
“harden the collective position”
against Israel if it does not respond
appropriately to the humanitarian
situation in Gaza.

With  international  pressure
mounting on Israel over the
deepening hunger crisis, Macron said
action was needed “in the next few
hours and days”.
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Govt must stop abuse
of justice system

Dubious cases keep eroding police,
judicial credibility

It is deeply regrettable that even now—nearly 10 months since
the August 5 political changeover—dubious cases filed in
connection with the atrocities committed during the July
uprising continue to make a mockery of our justice system. The
latest victim to face the guillotine of such a case is Dr Anowara
Begum, a retired professor of Jagannath University and a
freedom fighter. Reportedly, Anowara was sent to jail by a Dhaka
court on Thursday, following her arrest the previous day. She,
along with 192 others, faces the charge of attempted murder in
a case filed by former JnU Chhatra Dal General Secretary Sujon
Molla, who was injured during clashes in July. Filed about seven
months after the incident, the case naturally raises questions
not only about the motive behind its lodging but also the lack of
evidence linking the accused to the alleged crime.

In fact, all such cases can be distinguished by their
mass listing of accused and the incredulous nature of the
allegations themselves. And as we have argued before, the
lumping together of those who aided or committed the July
atrocities and those who merely extended moral support to
the Awami League regime is not just legally tenuous; it also
opens the door to exploitation, complicates the trial process,
and invites question marks over the outcome of ongoing trials.
The implication of Anowara, who has no known history of
violent activism, further reeks of personal/political vendetta
as evidenced by the list of the accused, which includes, among
others, 10 teachers and five officials from JnU itself. Only fair
investigations may reveal whether their selection was random
or carefully orchestrated to settle old scores.

The question is, why do police keep accepting or acting on
cases that clearly exhibit such red flags? We understand that
the current process for filing cases does not require officers to
verify claims at the outset, allowing anyone to lodge complaints.
But officers were instructed not to arrest innocent individuals
implicated in such cases. Why, then, did they arrest a 69-year-
old retiree who could not possibly have been involved in the
crime she’s accused for? Why did the investigation officer
demand in court that she be denied bail? Why did the magistrate
concerned accept it and send her to Kashimpur? Why could the
home or law ministry not intervene over the two days when this
saga played out? We cannot just blame the justice system or
those filing dubious and retaliatory cases if those involved in the
system itself keep failing to do their jobs properly.

We talk about these failures mostly when people of some
repute are implicated in dubious cases, but what about the
many ordinary citizens and professionals whose lives are
being disrupted? All the talk of police and judicial reforms
would be meaningless if such injustices are allowed to persist
unchecked. Reforms must begin with mechanisms to prevent
the misuse of legal provisions, ensure accountability of law
enforcement and court officers, and guarantee that no citizen
is denied justice or protection from legal harassment. The
interim government can no longer look the other way.

Hospitals need
doctors, not just beds

Long-vacant posts at Barguna
hospital exposing healthcare failures

As in many other sectors in Bangladesh, it often takes little
time to undertake projects to build or expand infrastructure in
the health sector, but properly staffing these facilities can take
years, sometimes even a decade or so. The Barguna General
Hospital, upgraded from a 100-bed to a 250-bed facility
in 2013, has been suffering from this ailment—a chronic
manpower shortage lasting 12 years.

According to a report, nearly half of the 233 sanctioned
posts at the hospital—including doctors, consultants, nurses,
medical officers, and mortuary staff--remain vacant. Most of
the unfilled positions are among medical officers, doctors,
and senior consultants. Alarmingly, there is only one senior
consultant—an anaesthesiologist—despite there being 10
sanctioned posts. This means departments such as cardiology,
orthopaedics, gynaecology, medicine, paediatrics, pathology,
surgery, ENT, and ophthalmology have no senior consultants.
Ironically, patients usually require a specialist’s consultation
for issues involving the heart, bones, reproductive health, and
other critical areas before they ever need an anaesthesiologist.

There is also a dire shortage of medical officers (with 22 out
of 29 positions vacant) and doctors (with 39 out of 55 vacant).
Even basic medical consultation has become difficult to obtain,
and patients are frequently referred to hospitals in Barishal
or Dhaka. What, then, is the point of expanding a hospital if
it cannot serve the local community? We have consistently
emphasised the importance of decentralising healthcare to
make it more accessible and affordable. But how can this be
achieved in the absence of suflicient recruitments, or when
medical professionals avoid serving in towns and rural areas?
While it is true that such locations often lack the amenities
found in major cities, these areas will never develop if essential
public services, like healthcare, are not provided. The lack of
access to proper, timely care often pushes patients towards
private clinics, where they must pay exorbitant fees.

Bangladesh already has one of the lowest doctor-to-
patient ratios in South Asia, and the uneven distribution of
medical professionals worsens the situation for those living
outside cities. The health sector also suffers from chronic
underfunding and underutilisation of allocated resources.
Against this backdrop, the need for a comprehensive overhaul
of public healthcare cannot be stressed enough. Achieving
this will require more than just government policy or political
will; it demands the sincerity and commitment of medical
professionals, too. Those who take the Hippocratic Oath must
also rise to the occasion.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Netanyahu elected as Israel’s PM

On this day in 1995, Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres was
narrowly defeated in national elections by Likud Party leader
Benjamin Netanyahu. Peres, leader of the Labor Party, became
prime minister after Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by a right-
wing Jewish extremist.

The right way to reform the
public administration

Kallol Mustafa
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The fourth chapter of the report by
the Public Administration Reform
Commission (PARC), constituted by
the interim government, offers crucial
recommendations on reforming the
behaviour and mindset of public
service holders. The commission
underscores that to help achieve the
government’s policy goals and uphold
democratic values at the same time, a
set of core professional values must be
instilled in civil servants. To this end,
it recommends the formulation of a
Civil Service Code incorporating these
values. The proposed values include:
people-centric attitude, accountability,
transparency, integrity, leadership and
innovation, equity, and professionalism.

It remains unclear whether the
interim government is in the process of
formulating a Civil Service Code based
on these recommendations. However,
it recently amended the Public Service
Act, 2018 and issued the Public
Service (Amendment) Ordinance,
2025, which emphasises ensuring
the subordination of government
employees. This amendment is not
in line with the original vision of
PARC, because while the commission
emphasised  accountability  and
transparency, the new ordinance
defines a vague and undefined
concept—"insubordination”—as a
punishable offence.

Under a new provision concerning
misconduct and disciplinary measures,
the 2025 ordinance stipulates that
any act of insubordination, incitement
of insubordination among peers,
disruption of discipline, or obstruction
of official duties by a civil servant will
be deemed as misconduct, punishable
by demotion, dismissal or termination.
Government employees fear that this
ordinance will force them to follow
unfair orders from their superiors in
the office. If they don’t, they will risk
losing their jobs. They have launched a
movement against this ordinance.

Therearelawsand regulations already
in existence that provide sufficient
grounds to penalise insubordination,
corruption  or  negligence.  The
problem here is the slow, improper,
and  inadequate  implementation
of these laws and regulations. It is
unclear what role the promulgation
of a new ordinance, with provisions
for punishment for vaguely defined
“insubordination,” will play in resolving
this issue. It is necessary (o ensure
transparency and accountability among
government employees and to make
them provide public services promptly,
without bribery and corruption. It is not
clear why it is necessary to ensure blind
obedience in this case. PARC has made

many important recommendations to
eliminate irregularities, corruption,
and negligence among government
employees, but I have not seen any
recommendation to enact a law to
terminate employees from their jobs for
insubordination.

According to the Government
Employee (Discipline and Appeal)
Rules, 2018, misconduct is one of the
grounds for which serious punishment
can be given to government employees,
ranging from temporary suspension
to dismissal from service. This rule
also clearly explains what is meant by
“misconduct”: i) disobedience of lawful
orders by superiors; ii) negligence of
duty; iii) ignoring government orders,
circulars or directives without a lawful

Under the Government Fmployee
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 2018, as
misconduct is defined as “disobedience
of lawful orders by superiors,” such
justifications would not hold.

Another concerning aspect of the
new ordinance is the disciplinary
procedure it outlines. Under the existing
rules, punishment follows a multi-step
process with proper safeguards: (in
order) i) framing of charges; ii) show-
cause notice; iii) reply; iv) hearing; v)
formation of an inquiry committee;
vi) inquiry findings; vii) another show-
cause notice based on the findings; viii)
consultation with the Public Service
Commission; and ix) final decision.

The new ordinance trims down
this process to (in order): i) framing of
charges; ii) show-cause notice; iii) reply;
iv) hearing; v) show-cause based on the
hearing; and vi) final decision.

There is no provision for an
investigation or mandatory
consultation with the Public Service
Commission. While excluding the latter
may help expedite cases, the elimination
of investigation into the charges is
troubling. It creates a risk of politically
motivated or personal vendetta-
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Employees from various ministries and departments have been staging a
demonstration inside the Secretariat premises for several days in protest of

the Public Service (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025.

reason; iv) filing frivolous, baseless
or false complaints against other
employees; and v) any action defined as
misconduct under any other existing
laws or rules.

Importantly, the rules only penalise
disobedience of lawful orders, not any
order. In contrast, the new ordinance
criminalises “insubordination”
without clarifying what it entails.
Insubordination to  whom: the
government, the state, or one’s
superior officer?

This opens the door to abuse,
where senior officials or political
authorities might compel subordinates
to act unlawfully under the threat
of punishment for insubordination.
Conversely, public servants could also
use this clause as a shield tojustify illegal
actions—such as electoral fraud-—by
claiming they were merely being “loyal.”
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driven dismissals. Without impartial
investigation, a predetermined verdict
can easily be enforced, regardless of how
strong the defence may be.

Instead of weakening procedural
safeguards and punishing ambiguous
behaviour like “insubordination,” the
government should prioritise the Public
Administration Reform Commission’s
actionable  recommendations  to
improve service delivery without
bribery or corruption.

Public  expectations from the
civil service are focused on eflicient,
impartial, and corruption-free service
delivery. While complete transformation
may require deep structural change,
significant improvement is possible
through the PARC-proposed
reform recommendations. Key
recommendationsin thisregard include:
defining service quality standards;

A dangerous surren

Subrata Roy

is sub-editor at the news desk at
The Daily Star. He can be reached
at roy.subrata95@gmail.com.

SUBRATA ROY

The abrupt transfer of Assistant
Professor Nadira Yeasmin from
Narsingdi to Satkhira was a disgraceful
move—an insult not only to her
personally, but to the entire teaching
community in the country. IUs
unbecoming of a government born of
a mass uprising, in which teachers like
her were instrumental, to punish an
educator just to appease a reactionary
group. It’s like a country abandoning
its soldiers, forgetting that their
courage is what kept them standing
during times of crisis.

A women’s rights activist, Yeasmin
is also the editor of Nari Angan, an
online platform, and a magazine titled
Hisya (meaning share in Bangla).
The controversy stems from articles
published in this magazine, which
were reportedly in support of equal
inheritance rights for men and women.
Saying that this stance contradicts
Islamic laws, some religious groups,
including Hefazat, demonstrated on
the campus of Narsingdi Government
College, where Yeasmin was an assistant
professor of Bangla. On the morning of
May 25, members of Hefazat’s Narsingdi
chapter marched to the deputy

commissioner’s office and issued a 48-
hour ultimatum for her removal.

The very next day, the Directorate
of Secondary and Higher Education
officially transferred Yeasmin. Local
Hefazat officials expressed satisfaction
with the move.

This series of unnerving
developments brings a handful of
disturbing questions to mind. Do the
threats of pressure groups still wield the
power to manipulate authority? Should
any educator, writer, artist, rights
defender, or journalist who dares think
critically and voice their opinion be wary
of such treatment? Does it make sense
for their career, dignity, and safety to
hinge on the whims of hardliners?

This is not just a transfer order.
I's a dangerous surrender. With this,
the government has legitimised an
extrajudicial demand. By reacting to
this demand without an investigation
or giving the teacher a chance to defend
herself, the state has undermined
its own institutions and authority.
Speaking to Prothom Alo, Yeasmin said,
“From the very beginning, Nari Angan
has operated with sensitivity to religion,
society, and the times we live in. We

have never considered ourselves above
accountability. Given the accusations
raised, we feel it is important to clarify
our stance. Nari Angan believes—as
do I--that when the public demands
accountability from a person or
organisation, it often stems from a place
of expectation and hope, not hostility.

“If anyone had approached us with
a spirit of dialogue and cooperation
before things escalated, we would have
gladly engaged in conversation. Even
now, I truly believe the entire situation
has arisen from a misunderstanding.
We see no one—certainly not religion—
as our adversary.”

Yeasmin was involved in last year’s
July uprising, standing with students
against injustice, just as teachers before
her did during the Language Movement,
the Liberation War, and countless other
struggles that shaped Bangladesh’s
democratic aspirations.

I's no wonder her sudden transfer
has sparked outrage online and
triggered a conversation about the
shrinking space for women’s freedom
of speech in Bangladesh. Samantha
Sharmin, senior joint convener of the
National Citizen Party (NCP), said, “I
strongly protest the decision to transfer
Nadira Yeasmin by surrendering to
mob violence. This decision should be
reversed immediately.” Social media
group Bangladesh Feminist Archives
condemned the government’s move,
saying it went against the values of
democracy and principles of free
speech. “Nadira Yeasmin committed no
crime. She simply voiced an opinion in a
public debate. Even if her position were

introducing online service tracking
systems; simplifying service processes;
adopting token-based systems;
enforcing service delivery timelines; and
evaluating the performance or failure in
delivering services.

The commission also recommends
establishing an institutional grievance
redress system in all ministries and
departments, following the formation of
the ombudsman’s office. Community
based feedback collection —systems
could help assess public satisfaction
and improve responsiveness. Citizens
wronged by service failure should be
entitled to compensation.

To evaluate government officials’
effectiveness, PARC calls for the
introduction of Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs) and a new Annual
Performance Evaluation (APE) system
to replace the outdated Annual
Confidential Report (ACR). Officials
would submit Annual Work Plans
(AWPs), and evaluations would be
conducted at the year’s end through a
discussion with superiors. Employees’
performance can be evaluated in four
categories: unsatisfactory, satisfactory,
good, and excellent. Financial benefits,
training, and other amenities may be
provided to the employees based on
their performance.

To ensure neutrality of public
administration, the reform commission
also recommends abolishing the
practice of seeking political background
information for promotions, and
limiting police checks to verifying
pending criminal charges only during
recruitment. It proposes banning
civil servants from attending political
programmes, restricting appointments
of private secretaries from outside the
civil service, setting clear boundaries for
political intervention in administrative
decisions, and prohibiting changes
to official decisions without written
instructions.

Over the past fivedecades, Bangladesh
has seen 26 commissions and
committees for public administration
reform (Public Administration Reform
Commission Report, January 2025, Pg
2). But they were not fully implemented
and sustained for two main reasons.
First, the political leadership did not
accept all the recommendations,
neither were they sincere or determined
to implement the recommendations
they did accept. Second, the concerned
bureaucrats did not cooperate in their
implementation due to conflict of
interest.

To avoid repeating this cycle, the
government must act with conviction
and foresight. Hastily issuing flawed
and undemocratic ordinances could
backfire, inviting criticism and eventual
retraction under pressure. Broad
consultation with political parties, civil
society, and stakeholders is essential
to build consensus and ensure the
sustainability of meaningful reforms.

Bangladesh needs a bureaucracy that
serves its citizens with professionalism
and integrity, not one driven by
blind obedience. Real reform lies not
in enforcing subordination, but in
ensuring proper service.

er

controversial, she had every right to
express it,” the group said. “The state’s
duty was to protect her, not surrender
to mob pressure.” Academic Tanveer
Hossain Anoy warned that “what begins
as a protest against one woman'’s voice
ends as a warning to every woman who
dares to speak.”

Nadira Yeasmins are the moral and
intellectual backbone of a nation. They
educate, challenge, and inspire the
next generation. They are a voice for
progress. When the government gives
in to extremist pressure, it silences
progressive  voices—like teachers,
activists, and critical thinkers. Soon,
fear takes over open discussions, and
democratic values start to crumble.
The government’s role is not to appease
such threats but to uphold justice, just
as the role of educators is not to parrot
conformity but to provoke thought and
lead society.

Promoting equal rights isn’t
just about fairness—it’s a strategic
necessity in an interconnected world.
A country that empowers both
men and women thrives politically,
economically, and socially.

The future of this country depends
on how we respond to this moment. Will
we defend our teachers and thinkers?
Or will we allow mob pressure to write
the rules of our republic?

The government should reverse this
transfer—if only to show the courage
to stand with its teachers, not against
them. Because a nation that silences its
educators is a nation that jeopardises its
future.
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Rising crime, institutional failure,

BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND
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Social psychologists refer to this phenomenon
as the “bystander effect.” In a moment of
crisis, a victim is likely to get less support
in the presence of a group of individuals or
witnesses. The bystanders simply assume that
someone else in the crowd will intervene. This
diffusion of responsibility reinforces mutual
denial, allowing the perpetrator to thrive.

I was trying to make sense of the endless
pixelated images on social media where young
men are seen carrying machetes in the open,
snatching mobiles or personal goods from
carsorrickshaws. They prowl like hyenasin the
city jungle. Yet, there is no visible intervention
from the bystanders, and little follow-up by
police. Our urban experiences have taught us
that interventions may prove to be costly and
are unlikely to change anything. This reflects
in our defence mechanism: while I can risk
my life to apprehend one of the perpetrators,
they will likely return to the streets due to
legal loopholes. Therefore, it’s safer to share
my dashcam footage, video recorded on
mobile phones, or CCTV clips than to act.

The collective numbness contradicts the
spirit with which the masses stormed the
streets in July last year. Now, we pray: dear
God, let me not be the next victim, the one to
bleed or die in public or lose my gadgets that
store my privacy. Our silent prayers take the
form of a hapless sigh or an emotional social
media post or comment. We scroll, hoping
our digital virality will conjure some police
action.

Our moral muscle has atrophied. We
are back to a Darwinian maxim: survival of

the fittest. The foundation of civility, the
social contract of solidarity, is in danger
of disappearing. With survival as the
dominant civic impulse, democracy and its
paraphernalia are at risk. Law and Order is
a press conference that premiered at 3am
at the home minister’s theatre. The number
of crimes is on the rise. Even official figures
by the police depict a dismal scenario. The
dull stats and numbers get some human
faces when video footage becomes available.

Our urban experiences have
taught us that interventions
may prove to be costly and are
unlikely to change anything.
This reflects in our defence
mechanism: while I can risk
my life to apprehend one of
the perpetrators, they will
likely return to the streets due
to legal loopholes. Therefore,
iU’s safer to share my dashcam
footage, video recorded on
mobile phones, or CCTV clips
than to act.

Nothing in the country moves without public
outrage. Law enforcement agencies don’t
react unless a protest is significant enough
to capture the government’s attention. The
actors who have entered the political stage
after the fall of the Awami League regime are

o it A

and the bystander eflect

SOURCE: VIDEOGRAB

Failure to check rising crime is eroding public trust and emboldening criminals.

reading from the old script. The government
occasionally apprehends a few low-level
criminals, neglecting the underlying causes
of chaos. Even the much-hyped Operation
Devil Hunt brought little relief to public fear.

Some blame the rise in crimes on the
700 prisoners out of the 2,200 who escaped
on and after August 5. Officials also accuse
the fallen regime of conspiring to harm
the reputation of the interim government.
But when organised crimes occur in broad
daylight, we need to question the impunity
with  which these criminals operate.
Claiming that organised crime networks
are taking advantage of temporary fragility
in governance is an argument without
substance. The government has had enough
time to address the political vacuum that
reportedly weakened institutional checks. It
is the job of the authority to uplift the morale
of its forces and give them a clear directive on
deliverables.

We have already seen how some high-
density urban corridors in Mohammadpur,

Mirpur, Jatrabari, Farmgate, Gulshan, and
Khilgaon have become crime hotspots.
Attacks frequently target the blind spots
under the Hanif Flyover, metro stations,
and the elevated expressway. The pattern
of attack in locations that act as choke
points in the city’s mobility grid signals the
operational control of the criminals. They are
deliberately targeting places with lower police
visibility, crowd fluidity, or symbolic value.
Most of these muggers and attackers are in
their teens and early 20s. Many of them were
probably protected earlier by some Awami
League bosses. In the absence of patrons,
these muggers and attackers have now
opportunistically switched their allegiance.
Their motivations are more economic than
ideological.

The wuse of narcotic substances is
another issue. The porous border allows
drugs to become easily accessible. With law
enforcement agencies focused on mitigating
bigger political problems, drug culture
among the youth gangs is on the rise. Reports

suggest that these gangs are even using police
as their agents. Several reported incidents
have implicated law enforcement agencies
or former uniformed men in robberies,
muggings, and kidnappings. Corrupt police
officials have become a part of the problem.

Even when victims go to report muggings
or thefts, police seem more worried about
the spike in their reported statistics. Social
media posts become substitutes for formal
complaints. It is a shame that the police
only act when a footage goes viral or when
the media speaks out. Those running the
country should realise that their inaction
undermines the state’s moral legitimacy.

Is it, then, appropriate to hold the general
public accountable for their bystander effect?
Our expectation of someone else acting in
the face of an ongoing crime symbolises
both our delusion about the legal system
and our own defence mechanism. Often,
the criminals nabbed by police get bail and
return to the streets. Such judicial leniency
or loopholes can frustrate and discourage
the police, who often risk their lives to
nab criminals. Without fast-track trials or
stronger prosecutorial arms, deterrence is
practically null. And for juvenile offenders,
correction centres often serve as incubators
for future crimes rather than being places
where they are reformed.

Let us also not lose sight of the sociological
drivers. The economy is still in a state of
disrepair. Unemployment is at a record high.
Soaring commodity prices push the youth to
survival crime. The disillusionment following
the uprising has left many of them feeling
rudderless. They observe how one group of
their peers with political connections receives
preferential treatment over the other. With
the disappearance of the former regime, old
patronage networks are dissolved. Many of
the foot soldiers are now on their own. In
summary, we have entered a period where
survival takes precedence over civics. We
want to be bystanders with a prayer on our
lips: dear God, let not the next victim be me!

Don’t let Israel forcefully deport Palestinians

Yousef SY Ramadan
is the ambassador of Palestine to Bangladesh.

YOUSEF SY RAMADAN

Israel’s genocide in Gaza has now been going
on for over 600 days. The Israeli government’s
larger vision is clear: erase the demography of
Gaza and all of Occupied Palestine, and seize
the geography. The intentions have been
demonstrated by Israel through both actions
and words. Its finance minister recently
said the government was planning to “apply
sovereignty” to the West Bank, Occupied
Palestine in the near future, and within half
a vyear, the population of Gaza would be
“concentrated” in a “humanitarian zone,”
essentially a fenced-off piece of land in the
destroyed Gaza Strip.

So the genocidal regime’s plan goes like
this: use evacuation orders and intense
bombardment to trap Palestinians in Gaza in
a concentration camp, then starve them there
to a state of hopelessness so that they want
to leave themselves. And then they will claim
Palestine from Palestinians. We have seen this
before during the Nakba in 1948 and the Six
Day War in 1967.

Israel’s latest mission is executing an
arrangement and threatening the people of
Gaza—manipulating them into leaving on
their own “will” through the shutdown Israeli
border. Earlier in March, its Defence Minister
Israel Katz released a video statement warning
Palestinians in Gaza, “Take the advice of
the US president. Return the hostages and
eliminate Hamas, and other options will open
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Jordan, supporting Palestinian statehood,
have rejected the proposition of “taking
in” Palestinian refugees in order to
support the establishment of Palestinian
statehood. Following that, the Coordinator
of Government Activities in the Territories
(COGAT), the wing in Israel’s defence
ministry that is responsible for overseeing
“civilian matters in Gaza,” is now executing
the heinous scheme to push out Palestinian
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Palestinians, displaced by the Israeli military offensive, shelter in a UNRWA school in

Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, on May 28, 2025.

for you—including going to other places in
the world for those who wish. The alternative
is complete destruction and devastation.”

PHOTO: REUTERS

Gazans through the Israeli border. In March,
the security cabinet launched “Voluntary
Emigration Bureau for Gaza residents
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Since the development of this ‘voluntary exit plan,” the
Palestinian citizens in Gaza—young, old, injured, and starving—
have received messages from Israeli numbers, including law
firms based in Tel Aviv, oflering them paperwork to ‘safely” travel
out of Gaza. News reports have revealed that Israeli agencies are
persuading Gazans to give them ‘extensive assistance,’ to travel
to Ramon Airport in Israel from where they are. In reality, they

to facilitate this goal with COGAT, which
blocked 3,000 trucks of humanitarian aid
from entering Gaza through that same border
for 11 weeks to starve the children in Gaza to
death. The images of their skeletal bodies are
being circulated all throughout social media
as [ write this.

Since the development of this “voluntary
exit plan,” the Palestinian citizens in Gaza—
young, old, injured, and starving—have
received messages from Israeli numbers,
including law firms based in Tel Aviv,
offering them paperwork to “safely” travel
out of Gaza. News reports have revealed that
Israeli agencies are persuading Gazans to
give them “extensive assistance,” to travel to
Ramon Airport in Israel from where they are.
In reality, they are being deported. Israel’s
Interior Minister Moshe Arbel said on April
7 that Palestinians had been deported to
various destinations in at least 16 flights by
then. The term “deportation” implies they will
not be allowed to return, further cementing
that the goal of this policy is to simply empty
the Gaza Strip of Palestinians.

Israel’s rationale for “voluntary exit” under
the premise of “humanitarian assistance” also
collapses under international law. As upheld
by international tribunals, particularly the
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia, “It is impermissible to
use forced displacement as a response to a
disaster that one has created.”

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS

are being deported.

It has come to our knowledge that
some entities—including in parts of the
world that have demonstrated solidarity to
Palestinians—are knowingly or unknowingly
helping Israel expel Palestinians from Gaza
under initiatives that appear humane on the
surface. We must not fall into this trap after
seeing with our own eyes what Israel has done
to the Palestinians in Gaza over more than
600 days.

We must understand that “helping”
Palestinians by hosting them as refugees
forced out through the border of Israel
undermines the Palestinian cause. I appeal
to the people of conscience in Bangladesh as
well as the decision-makers to not allow such
heinous acts to take place under the pretext of
protecting Palestinian lives in the Gaza Strip.
Bangladesh should not be an alternative
refuge for pushed-out, exploited citizens
in Gaza under any circumstances. Israel’s
deceitful plan has also been criticised by UN
officials who emphasise the Palestinians’
right to live in their own land, and warn that
forced migration is directly fostering Israel’s
vision to annihilate Gaza. It is imperative that
the world realises that, especially the people
of Bangladesh, who have set standards of
humanity by unwaveringly standing beside
Palestine throughout its history and shown
historic solidarity for the Palestinians during
Israel’s genocide in Gaza.
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ANGLADESHI
‘KEN” IN DHAKA

RAKSHANDA RAHMAN MISHA
From riding around in a CNG while wearing a lungi to
walking the red carpet at the Prothom Alo Awards—
Ramzan Miah’s short trip to Dhaka was anything
but boring. The Bangladeshi ‘Ken’, known for his
appearances in major Hollywood productions like
Barbie, Wicked, and Aladdin, continues to make
the country proud as he juggles acting, dancing, and
interviewing some of Hollywood’s biggest names.
“Originally, my trip to Dhaka was meant to be
short—I came to relax. But a skincare brand reached
out, and I ended up working for it,” said Ramzan
Miah. “I was happy to meet friends and explore the
city by CNG and rickshaw. I've

special,” he said. “I auditioned while I was in Dhaka
for Barbie’s premiere. I always carry my camera and
tripod with me. My agent called and said, ‘Ramzan,
we need an audition tape now.’ I told him, ‘Send me
the scene,” and I filmed it right there in the hotel
room. I'm always ready for a challenge.”

Given the availability of limited roles for South
Asian actors and the growing competition, Ramzan
believes that visibility is key. “Social media plays a
huge role. It connects you with directors, casting
agents, and fellow creatives. Friends are important
too—if you surround yourself with other creative
people, you can produce your own films, create your

own dance pieces, tell your own

I stories.”

been sightseeing in Old \‘ One of his roles even came
Dhaka, learning about  J= directly through social media.
the history behind the “I was cast in Ed Sheeran’s
buildings. 1 even visited music video Azizam because
a mosque here for the of my online presence. They
first time. Dhaka feels found my profile and thought
magical—busy, vyes, but I was stylish, a strong dancer,
full of love and respect. G and could act—so they cast
Everyone works so hard, a me. That's the power of
and [ just feel content (3 ¥ digital visibility.”
being here.” ' Beyond acting and

Recently, (wWo of dancing, Ramzan also
Ramzan’s  videos  went - loves to interview
viral—one of him roaming 3 big names in
the streets of Dhaka in a Hollywood. “Film
lungi, and another wearing —_ premieres in the
a sherwani in the UK. i é\ UK have become

“Lungi is part of - —— more inclusive
my tradition and my ‘S they’re inviting
community,” he explained. social  media
“If I don’t embrace and share influencers as
that, I feel like I'm losing | \ part of their
something important. I'm A marketing
not trying to be someone strategy.

else—I'm trying to represent
my roots. The lungi, the
sherwani—they’re all part of
who [ am. When I posted the sherwani look a month
ago, it went viral. People saw someone they could
relate to—Ramzan bhai’ in a way that reflects their

I've had the

chance to interview
the cast and directors of Lilo & Stitch,
and even the director of Thunderbolts.
They wanted someone from the South
Asian community as a representative,

Ramzan has earned the nickname ‘Bangladeshi
Keny, a title he embraces with pride. “Everywhere I
went in Dhaka, people asked, ‘Oh my God, are you
Ken from Barbie?’ 1 think it’s going to stick—and
honestly, I love it. [’'s amazing to see people so proud
to see a Bangladeshi in a big Hollywood film. I don’t
mind being called Bangladeshi Ken because it gives
people hope. If they can see me, maybe they can
imagine themselves there too. That’s what makes
it special. I want to inspire others to write
their own stories and chase
their dreams.”

PHOTO:SHEIKH MEHEDI MORSHED
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own lives. I wear lungis regularly, so I thought, why
not normalise that here? Representing our culture
abroad is vital. We’'re a minority, and we need to
highlight our culture as much as we can.”

Despite the love and support online, Ramzan has
also faced hate and racism. “I get a lot of abusive
comments—people calling me things like ‘Black
monkey” or using racial slurs like the N-word. Some
say, ‘He’s a CNG driver, why is he a model?” Sadly, I
get these kinds of comments daily. But I've learned
it comes from insecurity—people who lash out
because they see someone like me doing things they
never imagined possible. I've grown a thick skin, but
it’s disheartening to know that racism still exists,
sometimes even from people within my community.
I try to change the narrative by being more visible.
The more I work, the more the negativity has started
to fade.”

Dance has been a key part of Ramzan’s journey
to Hollywood. “I started with Bangladeshi natoks
when I was young, and as [ grew older, I fell in love
with dance. I trained seriously, and that helped me Bangladesh.” Next
land roles in Wicked, Barbie, and Aladdin. For time 1 interview
Barbie, they needed a dancer who could act, move, any director or
and embody a ‘Ken’. I ended up filming for three producer, I'll ask
months. I even had to learn fight choreography fora them a question
fight scene between the Kens—something I had never like, ‘Can we shoot
done before.” the next part in

Wicked was another milestone. “That one was Bangladesh?””

and it’s also a great way for me to connect
with directors and learn what they look for
during casting. It’s another way to help my
community and see the possibilities.”
When asked which interview stood
out the most, Ramzan didn’t hesitate,
affirming, “Interviewing Auli i
Cravalho, the voice of Moana, was
amazing. She was super cool, got
my name right, and even said
she wanted to visit Bangladesh! 3
I asked her how Moana ol
connects to culture, and )
she loved that question. I
told her I'm Bangladeshi
and love embracing my
culture. I asked if there’s
a journey shed love
to experience more,
and she said, ‘Td
love to experience

Hoichoi

WHAT’S PLAYING

‘What I Want’ by
Morgan Wallen &
Tate McRae

In What I Want, Morgan Wallen and Tate
McRae deliver a simmering collaboration that
fuses the rugged intimacy of country with the
glassy introspection of contemporary pop. The
track, anchored by hushed guitars, atmospheric
production, and aching vocal interplay—feels like an
elegy for a relationship caught between longing and
resignation.

Drawn from Wallen’s juggernaut album I'm
the Problem; the song offers a rare emotional
vulnerability from both artistes. Wallen’s gravelled
voice folds into McRae’s crystalline falsetto as
they trade confessions, unraveling the delicate
choreography of a romance undone by mismatched
desires.

Released without an official music video (save for
a minimalist lyric video), What I Want nevertheless
made a seismic chart debut. It entered the Billboard
Hot 100 at No 1-—-Wallen’s fourth time at the summit,
McRae’s first. In its debut week, it drew over 31
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Where Hollywood gets roasted
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OUT AND ABOUT
IN DHAKA

The Studio is a whirlwind comedy that
hides its cleverness behind nonstop jokes
and a dazzling visual trick: every episode
unfolds in extended, uninterrupted takes.
Seth Rogen plays Matt Remick, a
film executive thrust into a high-stakes
promotion just as he’s losing faith
in Hollywood’s soul. While Rogen’s
signature clueless charm brings laughs, it
can grow repetitive. Still, the show’s true
strength lies in its technical brilliance

cinematography, editing, and direction million streams and made Wallen the

combine to pull off bold comedic stunts first  country artiste to claim

with flair. the Hot 100’s top three
The supporting cast, including Spots.

Catherine O’'Hara and Bryan Cranston,
deliver hilarious performances that keep
things lively even when the satire softens.
With slapstick chaos, inside-industry
jabs, and nods to cinema’s golden age,
The Studio blends old-school glam with
modern absurdity.

Though its gimmick sometimes wears
thin, the show remains visually inventive
and riotously funny. Ultimately, it’s a
loving roast of Hollywood—a chaotic
dreamland where even the dumbest jokes
are executed with precision.
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Azharul’s acquittal 'a mocker YO justice ousands still maroone
FROM PAGE 3 formation of the original administration, while condemned the attacks at FROMPAGE1 those stranded.” In Cox’s Bazar, severe been marooned.
innocent is not justice, but a  tribunal, saying it failed acknowledging flaws in the Rajshahi and Chattogram In response (o  the In  Patuakhali, tidal waterlogging occurred on A section of an
sign of political interference to follow the fundamental original tribunal, still pursued —universities, allegedly carried ~inclement  weather, all surge and heavy rain Saint Martin’s Island, while embankment in Uttar
in the judicial process,” the principles for prosecuting a review through the same out by Islami Chhatra Shibir, water transport services on damaged 955 houses in thousands were marooned Dalbhanga  village  of

statement read.

The committee pointed
out that Azhar served as
president of Islami Chhatra
Sangha in Rangpur during
the 1971 Liberation War and
led the local Al-Badr unit,
which collaborated with the
Pakistan Army in committing
genocide, rape, and crimes
against humanity.

“Azhar and his
organisation played a direct
role in mass atrocities. His

acquittal erases historical
accountability,” the
statement added.

It also criticised the

genocidal organisations.

“Instead of trying Jamaat-
e-Islami, Al-Badr, Al-Shams,
and Islami Chhatra Sangha
as entities responsible for
war crimes, the tribunal
opted for selective individual
trials - diverging from the
international standards seen
in other genocide tribunals,”
the statement said.

The committee alleged
that both the former Awami
League government and the
current interim government
used the tribunal for narrow
political purposes.

“The interim

faulty system -- now apparently
to safeguard Jamaat’s political
interests,” it added.

The platform also pointed
out a conflict of interest,
claiming that current
prosecutors had previously
defended war crimes accused,
which it said undermined the
legitimacy of the trial. “Such
conflicts damage not just the
verdict but the credibility of
the justice system itself.”

In response to the
acquittal, left-leaning
student groups held protests
across campuses and came
under attack. The committee

noting that female students
were specifically targeted.
The group demanded
a restructuring  of  the
tribunal process to prosecute
war crimes in line with
international norms  and
called for action against Shibir
activists involved in the attacks.
The statement was signed
by Prof Anu Muhammad,
Dr Harun Ur Rashid, Sima
Dutta, Dr Samina Luthfa
Nitra, Abdullah Al Kafi,
Fakhruddin Kabir Atik, Dr
Maha Mirza, Afzal Hossain,
Marzia Probha, and other
members of the committee.

/1 more pushed in through four border

FROM PAGE 12
In primary interrogation,
the detainees said they

were residents of Kurigram
and that they were pushed
into Bangladesh by BSF,
said Nayek Subedar Abul
Hashem, commander of the
Rajki Border Outpost (BOP).

In Habiganj, 22 people

were pushed in through
the Kalenga border in
Chunarughat upazila.

They were pushed in at
any time between Thursday

night and early yesterday
morning, said  BGB-55
Commander Lt Col Md

Tanzilur Rahman.

A BGB patrol team
detained them last morning.
Primary investigation
revealed that all of them were
Bangladeshi citizens, said
the commander.

In Khagrachhari, BGB
detained 14 people near
Matiranga last morning.

Quoting the detainees,
Matiranga UNO  Monjur
Alam  said they  were
reportedly pushed in by BSF.

Later, they were detained
by BGB, said the Deputy
Commissioner ABM
Iftekharul Islam Khandker.

The process of verifying
their identities was in the

Paddle steamers

FROM PAGE 4

he added.

Mohammad Selim Reza,
an officer of Barishal
River Port, said the BIWTA
authorities have not
officially informed them
about the resumption of
the steamer service yet.

“Once we receive
confirmation from them,
necessary arrangements

for the steamer terminal
and Dberthing will be
made,” he said.

This initiative follows
a long-standing demand
from residents of
southern Bangladesh
for the revival of paddle
steamer services.

On May 10, during a
press briefing at Barishal
Circuit House, Brigadier
General (retd) M Sakhawat
Hossain, adviser to the
shipping and labour
ministries, confirmed that
renovation is underway for
four steamers, with plans
to reintroduce at least two
within the next five to six
months.

To support the revival,
the government, with

assistance from the World
Bank, is also constructing
at least eight new launch
terminals and pontoons,
including those in
Barishal’s Laherhat and
Bhola’s Monpura.
Historically, in 1829, the
then British government
tasked Marine Board
controller John Stone
to explore the feasibility
of steam navigation in
the region. After surveys
and the establishment
of companies like the
Indian General Steam
Navigation Co and River
Steam Navigation (RSN),
with  regional offices
in Barishal, the paddle
steamer era officially
began in 1884 on the
Barishal-Khulna route.

The last remaining
operational paddle
steamers, known  as

“Rocket Steamers”, were
discontinued in October
2022. Since then, these
vessels have remained
moored in the Buriganga
and Shitalakshya
riversides.

process till filing the report
last night, said the DC.

At least 1,201 people
have been pushed into
Bangladesh  from India

through border points in 17
districts and the Sundarbans
since May 7, said a statement
from BGB headquarters.

In Lalmonirhat, six Indian
nationals, including women
and children, were detained
near the Burimari border
early yesterday, said BGB.

Primary interrogation
reveals that they are
residents of Assam state
and that they were pushed
into Bangladesh by BSF,

said Subedar Abul Kashem,
commander of the BGB’s
Burimari camp under BGB-
61 Battalion in Rangpur.

In an attempt to send
them back, a flag meeting
was held between BGB and
BSF near the Burimari-
Changrabandha border.

“We asked BSF officials to
take the detainees back. The
BSF assured us that they will
verify the identities of the
detainees and will take the
necessary legal steps,” said
Subedar Abul Kashem.

The detainees were kept
under BGB custody till last
evening, he said.

Open Panthakunja

FROM PAGE 3

vote in both houses of the
legislature. International
agreementsrelated tostate
security will be discussed
in the legislature while
maintaining necessary
confidentiality.”

The public court
believes that any
agreement  with  the
potential to cause

environmental harm must
be disclosed to the public.

Since  environmental
damage may become
permanent, the court
instructed the interim
government (o  enact
necessary legislation to
bypass delays associated
with  the Right to
Information Act and
ensure timely access to
information.

If any prior court
verdict related to
environmental protection
is violated, the responsible
ministry, department,
or agency, including
decision-makers, will
be held automatically
accountable under
contempt of court, it said.

The court recalled its
earlier ruling recognising

rivers as legal entities
with rights. In this public
hearing, it affirmed that
parks, wetlands, and
other unique natural
open spaces must also
be acknowledged as legal
persons with rights and
given proper protection.

It further stated
that the survival and
reproductive rights of

animals, birds, and insects
must be recognised as a
state responsibility.
Fromanurban planning
perspective, the court
said the acceptability
of this project must be
reconsidered.  Witnesses
testified that the proposed
ramp would worsen traffic
congestion in Hatirpool,

Kathalbagan, and
Katabon areas, disrupting
daily life.

The court directed that
future project decisions
must take these impacts
into account and should
not be based solely on
financial expenditure, but
rather on public interest
and utility.

It noted that Ilocal
citizens’ needs were not

inland and coastal routes
have been suspended since
Thursday following orders
from the Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA).

In Noakhali, over 10,000
people in Nijhum Dwip,
Char Ishwar, Nalchira,
Sukhchar, Charghasia,
and other island areas of
Hatiya upazila are stranded
after communication with
Noakhali Sadar was cut off
due to the tidal surge.

According to  local
government officials,
hundreds of houses have
been inundated,  vast
farmlands flooded, and
many fish farms washed
away in the region. Flooding
has also affected deer in the
protected national park in
the district.

Meanwhile, a trawler
carrying goods worth Tk
4 crore capsized in the
Meghna near Chanandi
union of the upazila.

Khandkar Estiaque
Ahmed, deputy
commissioner of Noakhali,
said, “All authorities

concerned, including the

navy and Red Crescent,
are working (o protect
the people of Hatiya.

Additionally, Tk 12 lakh has
been allocated to provide
food and drinking water for

considered in this project.
Panthakunja is the only
open space in the area
and must remain open
and unaltered for people
of all ages -- children, the
elderly, and women.

The court emphasised
that  continuing  this
project would perpetuate
the legacy of former
fascist, corrupt,
unelected  governments
that operated without
transparency or
accountability.

Representing the
people as prosecutors,
Amirul Rajiv and Naeem
Ul Hasan, coordinators
of the Bangladesh Tree
Protection Movement,
presented a charge sheet.

Testimonies were
presented before the
judges by urban planner
Adil Mohammed Khan,
nature writer and
researcher Pavel Partha,
environmental activist
Syeda Ratna, Founding
General  Secretary  of
Panthakunja Probhaty
Sangha Sirajuddin
Tuhin, and artist Syed
Muhammad Zakir.

eight uparzilas, according
to Md Delowar Hossain,
the district relief and
rehabilitation officer.

The fisheries and
agricultural extension
departments said that
flooding has affected
around 4,200 fish farms
and 11,250 hectares of Aush
seedbeds and Aman crops.
Meanwhile, a portion

the embankment
along the Agunmukha
river in Galachipa was
damaged yesterday,
inundating nearby villages.
Additionally, a  newly
constructed section of
the Marine Drive road
near Kuakata beach was
partially washed away on
Thursday, said Md Robiul
Islam, upazila nirbahi
officer (UNO) of Kalapara.

In Bhola, high tides
submerged vast areas,
including parts of Char
Kukri Mukri and Dhal
Char in Manpura uparzila,
as the Meghna and Tetulia
rivers swelled due to the
depression.

Some 65,000 people
in 46 wunions and a
municipality have been
affected, and 5,257
houses  damaged, said
Syed Mohammad Azim
Uddin, Bhola’s relief and
rehabilitation officer.

of

in Kutubdia, Maheshkhali,
and Teknaf upazilas, said
Md  Salauddin,  deputy
commissioner of Cox’s Bazar.

Maritime communication
between Teknaf and Saint
Martin’s Island has been cut
off for five consecutive days,
causing shortages of daily
essentials, said Fayezul Islam,
acting chairman of Saint
Martin’s Union.

Meanwhile, a man
was Kkilled by a lightning
strike in Chakaria uparzila
yesterday morning.
Ramzan Ali Imon, 28, was
working in his field, said a
local official.

In Khulna, around 300
metres of the embankment
on the Kobdak river in
Koyra upazila collapsed
due to tidal surge and
heavy  rain, allecting
15,000 residents.

Ashraful
executive

Alam,
engineer  of
BWDB in Khulna, said,
“The tidal surge rose
unusually high, causing
erosion at  Harinkhola
and overflowing of the
embankment at Choukuni.
Our engineers have visited
the sites and are placing
geo-bags to prevent further
collapse.”

In Barguna, several
thousand people in Amtali
and Taltali upazilas have

Barguna Sadar upazila has
breached.

InBarishal city, low-lying
riverside areas, including
Bottola, Palashpur, and
Amanatganj, have been
inundated due to the tidal
surge.

Activities at Chattogram

Port have dropped by
40-45 percent due (o
inspection  delays, said

Al Amin, revenue oflicer
at Chattogram Customs
House. Just two months
after its inauguration, a
portion of the Banshbaria
ferry terminal was damaged
due to a strong tidal wave
on Thursday night, said
Md Kamruzzaman, deputy

director of BIWTA.
“In Bandarban, many
fear flash floods and

landslides due to heavy
rainfall. The district
administration has opened
220 shelter centres and
started evacuating people
from at-risk foothill areas,
said Shamim Ara Rini,
deputy commissioner of
the district.

This season’s highest
rainfall - 285mm in 24
hours -- was recorded in
Noakhali’s Maijdee Court
area as of yesterday morning.

[Our correspondents
from respective districts
contributed to this report]

Build ‘three zero clubs’

FROM PAGE 3

carbon emission, zero
wealth concentration, and
zero unemployment -- he
said everyone is trying to
maximise their profit.

The majority of the
world’s wealth is in the
hands of very few people
now, the chief adviser said,
adding that the wealth
concentration is a curse for
all.

He also focused on
problems of unemployment
and the challenges coming
ahead due to the use of

artificial intelligence.

About  “three  zero
clubs”, Prof Yunus said five
people together can create
a three zero club with a
commitment that they will
not use fossil fuels.

Calling upon the young
generation to be creative
to build a new world, he
said the effort to get a job
takes people away from
creativity.

Noting that humans are
born to be entrepreneurs,
he stressed establishing
social business clubs to

Mother fish

FROM PAGE 3
conditions, prompting
preparations  at  four

government-run hatcheries
in Hathazari and Raozan
upazilas, as well as over a
hundred traditional mud-
lined wells used by locals to
rear fry.

“Some  boats  even
managed o collect 5-7
buckets. The eggs are
now being incubated at
local  hatcheries,”  said
Chattogram District
Fisheries  Officer Sribas

Chandra Chanda.
Shafiqul Islam, a
researcher, said higher-

than-normal water levels
posed some challenges in
collecting eggs, but the
yield appears promising.
“Halda fry are sought
after due to their fast
growth rate. This allows
collectors to  generate
income from selling
fingerlings,” he said.
Shimul Das, an egg
collector at  Madarikul
fisherfolk community

build entrepreneurs.

The chief adviser
asked the students to be
imaginative to create a new
world, saying, “Imagination
gives you the power (o
unleash yourselves.”

He also enunciated the
story of how he started
the journey of microcredit
in a small village next to
Chittagong University,
where he was a professor in
its economics department.

Soka University
President  Suzuki  also
spoke on the occasion.

hatchery, said, “The eggs
will hatch into fry in four
days. Then, trading will
begin.”

According to the
Department of Fisheries,
the annual egg collection

in Halda has shown
significant fluctuations in
past years.

In 2020, the river yielded
a record 25,500kg of
fertilised eggs, followed by
8,500kg in 2021; 7,200kg
in 2022; 14,664kg in 2023,
and only 1,660kg in 2024.

Writ petition

FROM PAGE 3
candidates.
On Thursday, SC lawyer
Md Abu Sayeed Khan
submitted the writ
petition also challenging
thelegality of the Supreme
Court Judge Appointment
Ordinance.

In the petition, he
prayed to the HC to
issue a rule asking the
officials concerned of

the government to show
cause as to why ordinance
should not be declared
unconstitutional and
why they should not be
directed to include name

of the vice chairman
of Bangladesh Bar
Council and president

of the Supreme Court
Bar Association as
representatives of lawyers
in the appointment of
judges in any subsequent
ordinance promulgated.
He also urged the HC to
stay all further operation,
implementation and
effect of the Supreme
Court Judge Appointment
Ordinance, 2025, saying
that the ordinance was
formulated without
parliamentary debate and
bypassing the legislative

scrutiny.
Writ  petitioner MA
Sayeed Khan told The

Daily Star that hearing of
the petition may be held
next week.

Why Dhaka drowns every

FROM PAGE 3

He stressed the need to
revise  the  Wasa-2015
Drainage Master Plan,
which was not designed
to cope with the changing
rain patterns caused by
climate change.

A study by the River
and Delta Research Centre
identified 35 of the worst-
affected neighbourhoods
during last year’s heavy
rainfall, largely due to
canal encroachment and
narrowing.

For example, Pallabi,
Shialbari, Rupnagar, and
Eastern Housing suffer
from severe waterlogging
due to the narrowing of
the Rupnagar Main Canal.
Tolarbagh, Ahmednagar,
andPaikparafloodbecause
the Kalyanpur Main Canal,
behind Bangla College, is
completely  encroached.
In Shewrapara, Kazipara,
and Kafrul, 80 percent
of the Ibrahimpur Canal
and 50 percent of the
Kalyanpur Canal have
been encroached.

The Panthapath
Box Culvert is mostly
blocked, causing
flooding in Kalabagan,
Dhanmondi 27,
Kathalbagan, Green Road,
and Hatirpool.

Rayerbazar and
Jirani canals, about 80
percent occupied, lead

to severe waterlogging in

Hazaribagh, Nawabganj,
Rayerbazar, West
Dhanmondi, and Dhaka

New Market.
In Rampura and
Badda, waterlogging

stems from obstructions
in the Rampura Canal
due to construction on
the Banasree Main Road.
Natural drainage routes
through the Banasree
Canal have been blocked,
leaving low-lying areas like
Khilgaon Chowdhury Para
dependent on insufficient
storm drains.

In Old Dhaka, areas
such as Sutrapur, Wari,
Nawabpur, Kazi Alauddin
Road, Siddique Bazar,
Narinda, and Tatibazar
suffer persistent flooding
due to the Dholai Canal
(converted into a box
culvert in 2007) being 90
percent blocked.

Jurain, Shyampur, and
Rayerbagh are affected by
the encroached Kadamtali

and Manda canals.
Kadamtali is 70 percent
occupied, and Manda

is clogged with garbage
and polythene, the study
pointed out.

Dhaka North
City Corporation
AdministratorMohammad
Azaz said they are working
round the clock to alleviate
waterlogging.

“We identified
waterlogging points after
moderate rains this year
and took steps to resolve
those. We'll also act based
on observations during
this heavy rain,” he said.

He noted  specific

problem areas.
Shantinagar continues to
flood due to incomplete
drainage and box culvert
issues. Waterlogging
persists at New Market and
BUET because of pending
drainage work, he said.

Uttara Sectors 1, 3,
and 4, as well as the Civil
Aviation and Airport Road
areas, are vulnerable due
to the filling of a large
waterbody on the eastern
side of Airport Road for
five government projects,
he said.

Mirpur is affected by
the clogged Paris Khal,
which the city is currently
cleaning,  Azaz  said.
Kachukhet to Shewrapara
remains waterlogged due
to a road built over the
Ibrahimpur Canal. Work is
underway, but the solution
will not be visible until
next year, he pointed out.

Fighteen wards
including Bhashantek,
Ranabhola, Uttar Khan,
Dakkhin Khan, and
Kachpurahave no drainage
network.  Infrastructure
development is in progress
and expected to take
another one to two years,
he added.

Meanwhile, most of the
civic activities, including
drainage cleaning, at
the Dhaka South City
Corporation remain halted
over BNP leader Ishraque
Hossain’s swearing-in as
mayor since May 14.
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e-Tender Notice

e-Tender is invited in the national e-GP system portal for the procurement of following goods, details are given below

Date; 29.05.2025

SN Tender Mame of Work Last Selling Date & Time Closimg Date & Time
ID NO

(1] 1120847 | Dietary Ariicles {Different types of animal protein) Category-2 Tender Schedule-Ka- 16 Jan 2025 11000 A M 16 _han 2025 12:00 PM
Package-01 for the period of July/2025 (o December 2025

02 1120865 | Dietary Articles (Different types of animal protein) Category-2 Tender Schedule-Ka- 16 Jan. 2025 11:00 AM 16 Jan 2025 12:00 PM

_Packnge{17 for the peniod of July” o December/202

03 1120896 Dietary Articles (DifTerent types I tepory-2 Tender Schediile-Ka- 16, Jun 2025 11:00 AM 16 bum 2025 12:00 PM
Packapge-03 for the period of July/ 2028 (o December/ 2025

{4 1120903 | Dietary Articles (Different types of animal protein) Caregory-2 Tender Schedule-Ka- 16 Jun 2025 1100 AM 16, Jun, 2025 12:00 PM
Package-{M for the penod of July/2025 to December/2025

5 1120989 | Dictary Articles (Dufferent types of animal protein) Category-2 Tender Schedule-Ka- 16 Jum 2025 11:00 AM 16 an. 2025 12:00 PM
Packnge-05 for the penod of Julv/2025 to December 2025

6 121005 | Dictary Articles ([ifferent tvpes of Vegetables) Category-2 Tender Schedule-Kha- 16, Jun, 2025 11:040 A M 16 Jun. 2025 12:00 PM
Packape-ll1 for the penod of July/2025 (o December/ 2025

a7 1121024 | Dectary Articles (Dhfferent tvpes of Vegetables) Category-2 Tender Schedule-Kha- 16, Jum, 2025 11:00 A M 16 Jun, 2025 12:00 PM
Packape-02 for the penod of Julv 2023 10 December 2025

08 1121048 Dictary Articles (Different (ypes of Vegetables) Caiegory-2 Tender Schedule-Kha- 16, Jun, 2025 11:00 AM 16, Jun 2025 12:00 PM
Packnpe-13 for the penod of July/2025 to December 2025

L1 L1210F0 Dictary Articles {[Differeni types of Vepetnbles) Caiegory-2 Tender Schedule-Kha- 16, Jum, 2025 1 1:00 AM 16, Jun 2025 12:00 PM
Packuge-04 for the peniod of July/2025 o December/ 2025

11 |8 b B L Dietary Ariicles {Different types of oils, spices, food mgredients and accessories) 16, Jun. 2035 11-08 A M 16 ban, 2025 12:00 PM
Caiepory-2 Tender Schedule-Ga-Package-01 for the period of July 2025 1o
December/2025

11 1121103 Dietnry Articles (Different types of oils, spices, food ingredients and accessones) 16, Jun, 2025 ] 1200 A M 16, Jun 2025 12:00 PM
Catcgory-2 Tender Schedule-Go-Package-02 for the period of July 2025 1o
December/2025

12 LI2118R | Dhctary Arncles (Different types of oils, spices, food ingrediems and accessonics) 16. Jun. 2025 1100 AM 16 han. 2025 12:00 PM
Catcgory-2 Tender Schedule-Ga-Package-03 for the penod of July/2025 10
December/ 2023

13 1121255 Drery Arecles (Diffcrent types of oils, spiees, food imgredienmts and accessones) 16, Jun. 2025 1100 A M 1 Jun 2025 12:400 PM
Category-2 Tender Schedule-Ga-Packape-iM  for the perind of July2025 1o
December/ 2025

14 121294 | Dictary Articles (Different types of oils, spices, food ingredients and accessories) 16, Jum, 2025 11:00 AM 16 Jun, 2025 12:00 PM
Catepory-2 Tender Schedule-Ga-Packape-05 for the period of Jaly2025 1o

: _December/ 2025

15 1121325 Dictary Arucles (Different types of oils, spices, food ingrediems and acccssorics) 16, Jun. 2025 1100 AM 16, Jun 2025 12:00 PM
Category-2 Tender Schedule-Go-Package % for the period of July2025 10
Diecember/ 2025

GD-1326

This 15 an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted
To submit e-Tender Regisiration in the MNaotional e-GP System Portal (hitp:/'www eprocure. gov.com.bd) 15 |'1-,||||r:'d further imformation and y_ul(lelme;. qare
avmilable in 15 natonal e-GP Systern Portal and form e-GP help desk (helpdeski@eprocure gov bd)

R

S\ 15
Prasanjit Saha
Assistant Commissioner
and
Jml Supenniendent { Acting)
Mhstrnict Jail, Jhenmdah
jailsuperjhenaidahi@gmail com
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LITERATURE

On the topic
of community,
one thing I
would like to
add is that
classical
music has
seen a decline
in interest
among people
nowadays.
Practicing the
arts, in general,
is always
treated like an
extracurricular
activity in
most families.
Communities
have a
responsibility
to make
practicing art
be perceived
lessas a

niche activity
and more as
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something that
is meant for
everyone. Our
music is a part
of our culture
and we don’t
want that to be
erased.

INTERVIEW

An evening at Bengal

RAIAN ABEDIN

In one of their most recent episodes,
Dhaka Sessions featured three young
artists from Bengal Parampara
Sangeetalay to perform in the intimate
and literary, lush space of Bookworm
Bangladesh. The ensemble featured
sisters Ilham Fuljhuri Khan and Isra
Fuljhuri Khan on sarod, along with
Nusrat E Jahan Khushbu on tabla, and
the piece performed was titled “Raga
Bhimpalasi”—a nearly 17-minute-long
performance filled to the brim with a
sort of wonder and whimsy that only
seasoned musicians in their prime can
deliver.

Star Books and Literature sat down
with the three artists, who have all
been scholars of Bengal Parampara
Sangeetalay—an institution under
Bengal Foundation offering training
in Indian classical music to students
from a young age completely free of
cost. Joining them were Maitri Sarker,
senior programme coordinator of
the Sangeetalay, and Chotu Khan,
the curator cum founder of Dhaka
Sessions.

You all are still in high school and
somehow manage both music and
your studies. How have you found
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the balance, and how long have you
been a part of Bengal Parampara
Sangeetalay?

Ilham Fuljhuri Khan: For my sister
and me, it’s been almost 10 years since
we've been a part of this institution,
and we’ve made it a significant part
of our lives. For so long now, we've
spent long hours at Bengal dedicating
ourselves to our music. While we do
have our education to worry about, it’s
very much like a side hobby for us. Our
music takes up most of our time and
we wouldn’t want it to be any different
than the way it is now.

Isra Fuljhuri Khan: This has mainly
been possible thanks to the support
we receive from our family. Being a
part of a family that has a history of
professional musicians has been a
blessing, and as the sixth generation
of musicians in the family, we are

honoured to follow through with the
legacy. Our first ever exposure Lo music
was thanks to our parents. So without
them, we really wouldn’t be here.
Nusrat E Jahan Khushbu: My
journey has been very different. I've
been playing the tablas for around 11
years now, and along with my sister,
I am a first-generation musician in
my family. My parents have always
been very supportive of our effort to
learn and play music, which is really
how I've managed to balance both my
education and my music.

Maitri Sarker: Bengal Parampara
Sangeetalay recruits gurujis to mentor
our students. We make sure to put
a lot of care into the growth of our
musicians and are ready to provide
everything free of cost to make sure
they can dedicate themselves fully to
their music.

How did you come into contact
with Chotu bhai? What was the
arrangement like?

Chotu Khan: It was actually I
who contacted Bengal Parampara
Sangeetalay. When 1 first approached
them, we had a conversation about
how many songs we wanted the artists
to play. I insisted that it should be
five, as is usual of all Dhaka Sessions
episodes. But Maitri disagreed. I'm not
much into classical music, so it never
occurred to me that the song they
would be performing would be nearly
17 minutes long.

Maitri: The Ragas, which literally
mean mood, are selected very carefully.
There are certain Ragas that are to be

Dhaka Sessions

el

1 [ — |

played for specific moods, and specific
to the time of the day. Ragas can be
very long and elaborate.

What sets Indian classical music
apart from western classical music?
Ilham: A lot of western classical
music is dependent on memorising
compositions. How we perform,
on the other hand, depends a lot
on improvisation and on-the-spot
communication with your fellow
performers.

Isra: Another thing to note here is that
while this style of music is often called
Indian classical music, it is very much
a part of Bangali culture. We have
been performing this style of music for
generations now. Ragas function more
like guidelines to establish within
which the performer is free to express
themselves as they wish.

Chotu: They are closer to jazz in
many ways where improvisation is the
primary mode.

What was the experience like playing
in Bookworm? Did the atmosphere
of being surrounded by books create
an impact on you?

Khushbu: Both Ilham and I have
always been massive readers. Gorging
on books whenever I get some free time
is another passion of mine besides
music, and having the opportunity to
perform at Bookworm has become a
core memory for me. Both Ilham and
I would look at each other and then at
the books, thinking about when we’d
get to finish up with our performance
and get to browse the books.

Ilham: Some of my favourite authors

POETRY

What do you want to be when
you grow up?

PHOTOS: DHAKA SESSIONS

include Saratchandra Chattopadhyay
and Kafka; I'm constantly awed by
literature and its ability to create
new worlds. T read with the same
passion that I study music with. I
think Bookworm is an amazing place
for musicians to gather and perform.
Music and storytelling, after all, go
hand in hand.

This brings me to the idea of
community. How important do you
think community has been to your
growth as an artist?

Isra: I think community is how we’re
able to pursue any form of art at all.
Without the community present here
atBengal, we wouldn’t be the musicians
we are today. And furthermore,
without the sense of community we
find within the audience who enjoy
our classical music, as well as our
parents, we really wouldn’t be able
to be here. There were times when I
performed even with injuries simply
because of how empowered I felt by my
community.

Khushbu: When [ think about
community, I think about my sister and
my father. The tablas are traditionally
perceived to be very masculine,
which is why my sister and I chose to
challenge that notion. To support us,
my father picked up the tablas himself,
just to play along with his daughters.
Ilham: On the topic of community,
one thing I would like to add is that
classical music has seen a decline
in interest among people nowadays.
Practicing the arts, in general, is always
treated like an extracurricular activity

Parampara Sangeetalay and

in most families. Communities have a
responsibility to make practicing art
be perceived less as a niche activity
and more as something that is meant
for everyone. Our music is a part of
our culture and we don’t want that
to be erased. There is a lot to be said
about how our country does not
appreciate its artists—and frankly, I
think that’s due to the fact that we lack
a community that treats art with the
love it deserves. Our culture, our art,
rarely gets the spotlight it deserves.
Chotu: 1 think Bookworm here
deserves a lot of credit for the space
they've provided. When I wanted
to start Dhaka Sessions, they
immediately agreed to provide me
with the space. The way a bookshop
allowed the convergence of musicians
from Bengal Parampara Sangeetalay,
Dhaka Sessions, and themselves is
something I'm very grateful for. I think
they allow it because they understand
how important this is—art, books,
culture—we are all intertwined.

What do you think of the importance
of communal spaces where different
forms of art can converge?

Ilham: Dhaka Sessions, 1 will say,
serves as a platform for different forms
of art to come together. With so many
different genres of music being played
at a bookstore, I can’t help but think of
the many ways this helps an audience
to a wider range of art.

Chotu: All of us have this tendency
of separating our art from each other.
Some say they’re a musician while
others say they’re a writer. But the
truth is, we are all artists. And we need
to connect with each other to evolve as
artists.

On that note, Chotu Bhai, what
are your plans for Dhaka Sessions
moving forward?

Chotu: Our primary aim with Dhaka
Sessions is to archive our culture via
performances that are present mainly
on YouTube and Facebook. It's a
platform for musicians of all kinds.
From what I've experienced, fans of
music in Bangladesh are dedicated
to one particular genre or style, for
instance, band music lovers typically
don’t cross over into classical music;
folk music lovers don’t necessarily
listen to pop music much, so on and
so forth. With Dhaka Sessions, I want
to create a community of people who
are ready to appreciate art of all kinds.
Somewhere down the line, we hope to
have a festival where all these artists of
varying genres can come together and
perform. The ultimate goal with art is
to connect with people through it.

Raian Abedin is a poet, a student of
Biochemistry, and a contributor to
The Daily Star.

ADRITA ZAIMA ISLAM

“What do you want to be when you grow
up?”

I remember the first time someone asked
me that question

Moments after I had walked down the
steep, red stairs into the garage where they
kept grandma’s body, with balls of cotton
in her nostrils and her face more welcoming
than I had ever seen when her skin was still
flush with the flow of blood

and I didn’t have it in me to hide the flash
of anger sweeping across me when I turned
to the lady digging into my shoulders with
her red nails

But the anger wasn’t at her or her nails but
at the child that I had been who wanted to
watch the monarch butterfly on my parents’
big-screen television instead of answering
their grandma'’s calls from the other room to
speed up the fan

And it was at my father for slashing me
open with a knife in front of his mother

turning me into the helpless little girl he
had wanted his mother to be,

One that she could never love.

In that dusty library surrounded by books
on the Russian Revolution and post-colonial
fascism in the midst of discussing the Katyas
and Darias of his dreams,
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he had slipped in the question, an
expectation gleaming in his eyes, almost
bordering on hunger

And I knew what I should say but the child

in me who had not been appeased for so long
leapt out of their bones and settled into his
lap, hands clasped tight with excitement

But the lap froze into a block of ice
because I couldn’t be the Katya he wanted or
even the Daria he detested and

his hunger dissolved into nothingness
before fading to indifference

And I was scared

of the love that I never got the chance to
receive.

Now, I cannot tell you that I want to be
intoxicated, inebriated, and stashed away for
the rest of eternity while holding your hand
at the mediocre fair in the middle of the
crowd of ill-mannered school-children who
grew up oo soon and listless adults who
never got the chance to grow up

I cannot tell you that I just want to exist
in the ridges on the tips of your fingers or
curl up and fall asleep in the dips of your
collarbones till you forget I am there, a part
of your body that you will take for granted
until it is gone

And I cannot tell you that all I crave is
normalcy in the form of peeling tangerines
at the kitchen counter while you stir the

chicken curry that is too spicy for you and
too bland for me

Because that is not something you can
ever give me, and

my heart is not muscles and tendons the
way yours is;

it’'s made from a metal wire that has been
stretched and stretched for far too long for it
to maintain its elasticity anymore.

That child in me wants to tell you that I
want to grow up to be a person that people
can just love

Or that I don’t want to grow up at all

But

Iam too tired

To speak in metaphors

or wrap my emotions up in gauze and
imagery

So you can take pride in being with
someone intellectual

and feel better about yourself.

So,

Tjust kiss your chest and say goodbye.

Adrita Zaima Islam is a half-fledged person
trying to be a full-fledged yapper. Send them
your condolences at zaimaZ2004adrita@
gmail.com.
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French Open
Live from 3:00 pm

Champions League final
Inter vs PSG

Live from 1:00 am (Sunday)

THE FARUQUE
SAGA

August 21: Former national skipper and
chief selector Faruque Ahmed was appointed
president of the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) following Nazmul Hassan Papon’s
resignation during a board meeting at the
Secretariat. Nazmul Abedeen Fahim also
joined the board as a director, nominated by
the National Sports Council (NSC) alongside
Faruque. They replaced Jalal Yunus, who
resigned, and Ahmed Sajjadul Alam Bobby,
whose directorship was revoked by the NSC
after he refused to step down.

May 28: Amid growing criticism, Youth and
Sports Adviser Asif Mahmud reportedly
asked Faruque to resign during a meeting at
the adviser’s residence.

May 29: Former skipper Aminul Islam
Bulbul, who recently arrived in Dhaka for
family reasons, confirmed to The Daily
Star his agreement to assume the BCB
presidency. Faruque, however, insisted he
would not resign. Later that day, eight BCB
directors sent a letter of no confidence
in Faruque to the Ministry of Youth and
Sports, requesting the revocation of his
board membership. Only Akram Khan --
Faruque’s brother-in-law -- did not sign.
At around 11:00pm, the NSC revoked
Faruque’s directorship, citing majority
board opposition and his failure to maintain
normal BCB operations, referencing the
BPL fact-finding committee report. His exit
came just nine months into his tenure. Late
in the night, the NSC nominated Bulbul as
its new councillor, replacing Sheikh Hamim
Hasan.

May 30: Ahead of an emergency BCB board
meeting, Aminul Islam Bulbul received
NSC'’s directorship. Following the meeting,
he was elected as the BCB’s 17th president.

The curious case of BCB directors’
no-confidence motion

Faruque Ahmed ascended to the presidency
of the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) after
the July uprising, with the onus of reforming
the board from the inside. But his tenure
ended in a little over nine months before the
reform initiatives could even begin.

Plenty of whispers and theories surround
his departure, but what truly led to his
premature departure remains a question
with no clear answer and the official
explanation only deepens the mystery rather
than providing clarity.

Nine months into his presidency,
managing the board’s day-to-day affairs had
seemingly become too much for Faruque; let
alone delivering on the long-term vision he
had promised.

The situation, both on and off the
field, was dismal. The national team was
struggling, allegations of match-fixing were
circulating, and administrative disarray
was widespread in domestic cricket-- all
reminiscent of the dysfunction Faruque had
vowed (o fix.

Were these the reasons behind his
downfall?

One must put aside the speculation and
drama, and turn to the official version.

The National Sports Council (NSC)
cited two reasons for cancelling Faruque’s
directorship:

1. A no-confidence motion submitted by
eight current BCB directors.

2. The need to maintain the smooth
operation of the BCB following the findings
of the Bangladesh Premier League (BPL)
fact-finding committee report.

So, two issues: the no-confidence motion
and the BPL controversy.

The no-confidence motion accused
Faruque of autocratic leadership, repeated
constitutional  violations, misuse of
power and unilateral decision-making.
Furthermore, the directors claimed his
conduct created administrative chaos,
worsened team performance, and caused
serious reputational harm to Bangladesh
cricket.

The eight directors who signed the letter
sent to the ministry were: Nazmul Abedeen
Fahim, Fahim Sinha, Saiful Alam Swapan
Chowdhury, Iftekhar Rahman Mithu,
Mahbub Anam, Kazi Enam Ahmed, Manjur
Alam and Mohammad Salahuddin.

The irony? Except for Nazmul Abedeen
Fahim, who joined the board with
Faruque after the fall of the Awami [.eague
government on August 5,2024, the rest were
part of the previous BCB regime under long-
serving president Nazmul Hassan Papon.

Did any of these individuals ever speak
out against Papon’s administration the way
they now have against Faruque?

T———

3

Take Mahbub Anam, for instance — often
referred (o as “a man for all seasons” — who
has been a fixture in BCB governance under
almost every government. Has he ever
publicly opposed the wrongdoing of any
previous administration?

Some might argue that Faruque
accomplished more — or at least shook the
status quo harder — in nine months than
Papon did in over a decade.

It is also worth noting that within
Faruque’s board, BCB Tender & Purchase
Committee Chairman Mahbub and BCB
Finance Committee Chairman Sinha were
both signatories authorising banking
transactions.

This raises a fundamental question: why
should only one individual be held solely
responsible for alleged misdeeds, especially
when others were actively involved in the
decision-making process?

Governance— particularly in a complex
organisation like the BCB—is a collective
responsibility. If missteps occurred, surely
those who participated in or endorsed key
actions must also be held accountable.

Singling out Faruque while exonerating
others who were part of the very same system
points to selective justice — and possibly a
political maneuver rather than an objective
evaluation of performance.

For the first time in BCB history, board
directors openly rebelled against their
president. And tellingly, those leading
the charge were deeply embedded in the
previous regime.

The irregularities and unethical practices
Faruque was accused of were embedded in
the system during the previous regime, of
which majority of the current directors were
a part of. If Faruque is being held culpable
for it, why not them?

Even more ironically, the current
authority acted against its own nominated
president based on allegations made by
directors from the former board.

Then there’s the BPL issue. If the
controversy surrounding the tournament
was serious enough to bring down a
president, why was Faruque the only
one held accountable? Why was Nazmul
Abedeen Fahim—BPL's member secretary--
not implicated?

Instead, Fahim was promoted to vice-
president under new BCB president Aminul
Islam Bulbul.

Why were two individuals involved in the
same matter treated so differently?

The question that continues to loom large
is whether Faruque received fair treatment
from the higher authorities. Because,
despite the seriousness of the charges, no
detailed explanation or concrete evidence
was ever made public before his dismissal.

Shambolic batting
sees Tigers lose
Pakistan series

Women footballers
face Indonesia today

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh women’s football team will look to
display a better performance as they now have the
senior players present for their game against Indonesia
in a Tri-Nation Series at King Abdullah II Stadium in
Amman, Jordan, today.

The match will kick off at 8:00 pm (Bangladesh
Time).

Bangladesh, sans most of the senior players who were
part of the SAFF Women’s Championship-winning
squad, played two FIFA friendlies against the United
Arab Emirates in March following a rift between senior
players and English coach Peter Butler.

However, now that the crisis is over, the girls are
cager to play their natural game against 94th-ranked
Indonesia, who played a 1-1 draw against Jordan in the
series on Wednesday.

“Bangladesh are now a stronger side than the
squad that played against UAE because of a good
combination of senior and junior players. So we are
hoping to perform better on the back of our hard work
in the training camp,” said captain Afeida Khandokar.

PSG’s modern tlair
faces Inter’s grit

in January against Manchester City was the catalyst for
a superb run.

Ousmane Dembele has been the standout with 33
goals in all competitions, ably assisted by fellow forwards
Desire Doue, Bradley Barcola and Khvicha Kvaratskhelia.

Others like Achraf Hakimi, formerly of Inter and
perhaps the world’s best full-back, and Italy goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma have also been superb for the
French league and cup double winners.

Inter, meanwhile, are bidding to win a fourth
European Cup to add to back-to-back triumphs under
Helenio Herrera in the 1960s, and the 2010 victory
against Bayern in Madrid, under Jose Mourinho.

Coach Simone Inzaghi was already in charge when
the Nerazzurri got to the final two years ago and lost

narrowly to City.
As many as eight of the team that
started that night in Istanbul could
do so again here.

Inter will set up in a 352
formation that contrasts sharply
with the 4-3-3 of PSG, and it will be
fascinating to see how they respond
to losing out to Napoli for the Serie

A title on the last day of the season.

AFP, Munich
PSG have their sights fixed on finally winning the
Champions League but a rugged and battle-hardened
Inter side stand in their way in Saturday’s final in Munich.

The climax to the European season has thrown up a
mouthwatering clash of opposing styles and ideas. It is
a contest between one of the continent’s old guard and
one of the state-owned modern superclubs.

Despite enormous spending, PSG have never won the
most glamorous prize in European club football and this
is just their second final since the transformative Qatari
takeover of the team from the French capital in 2011.

In the absence of star footballers Kylian Mbappe,
Neymar, and even Lionel Messi, Luis Enrique has
transformed PSG into a thrilling young
side (an average age under 24) with
the onus on collective displays rather
than individual priorities and has
taken Europe by storm this season.

When they last came to Munich
in November and lost 1-O to Bayern,
they were in danger of being
knocked out during the league
phase but a brilliant comeback win

Bangladesh batter Tawhid Hridoy looks dejected
after being trapped in front by Pakistan leggie
Abrar Ahmed, leaving the Tigers in a spot of
bother in chase of a 202-run target in the second
T20I of the three-match series in Lahore on
Friday. Things only went downhill from there, as
Bangladesh lost the plot in the middle, losing five
wickets for just 23 runs in a space of as many
deliveries. Despite Tanzim Sakib’s (50 off 31)

I feel great with Winning would late flurry, Bangladesh were restricted to 144 in
myself, 1 feel be the crowning 19 overs to lose the contest by 57 runs. Pacer
complete as a achievement of Shoriful Islam did not come out to bat, having
manager and as a greatjob that suffered an injury while bowling. Pakistan’s
a person. I believe started four years Abrar shone with the ball, claiming his career-
that this team and ago. We are desperate best figures of three for 19, as the hosts clinched
) these players deserve tomake ourfans the series 2-0 with a game in hand.  proo: pce
to experience this final. The Paris fans really happy. We will give it our all; we
and the club deserve to be Champions will play the final lots of respect [for the
League winners. opposition], but absolutely no fear.
Luis Enrique, Simone Inzaghi, »
PSG manager Inter coach w
YEARS 0
EXCELLENCE

<® This is the first ever competitive meeting between
PSG and Inter, and is only the second European Cup/
Champions League final between a French and

Italian side, after Marseille beat Milan 1-0in 1993.
Incidentally, that final was also held in Munich.

<» While PSG are appearing in their second European
Cup/Champions League final, while this is Inter’s
seventh appearance in the showpiece match.

their joint most ever in a major European season, also
scoring 26 in 2002-03.

® Inter have trailed for just 1.2% of their Champions v
League matches this season, falling behind in only
three games but never for more than 370 seconds in
any of them.

<» PSG have already won their most games (10) and
scored their most goals (33) in a single major European
campaign.

Continued Pursuit of Excellence
Brings Great AChtevements

Celebrating together

Md. Munna Mia's multiple achievements
in Bangladesh Amateur Open 2025 &

BPGA Development Tour 2025

-"‘"—.‘_1‘"-._ i
Y | Proud sponsor of

BANGLADESH

NATIONAL GOLF TEAM
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Bulbul replaces
Faruque as

BCB president

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former national skipper Aminul Islam
Bulbul was elected as the new president
of Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
yesterday, ending weeks of speculation
about him replacing former president
Faruque Ahmed.

Following  the
National Sports
Council’s (NSC)
decision to revoke
Faruque’s BCB
directorship on
Thursday night --
which came after
the majority of the
board directors
expressed no
confidence in him, and the review of the
BPL fact-finding committee’s report -- it
was quite evident that Bulbul would take
the job.

Bulbul, who played 13 Tests and
39 ODIs between 1988 and 2002, was
recently offered a role in the BCB by
Youth and Sports Adviser Asif Mahmud
and after a series of incidents at BCB in
recent times, he became the 17th BCB
president and only the second cricketer

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

ANTI-TOBACCO LAW AMENDMENT
Revenue gets priority

over public health

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The move to strengthen the anti-tobacco law has stalled for the
authorities’ greater emphasis on revenue generation from tobacco sales
than on public health, according to anti-tobacco campaigners.

The amendment to the Smoking and Tobacco Products Usage
(Control) Act has yet to see the light of day despite being placed before

the cabinet twice in the past two years.

The development comes at a time when anti-tobacco campaigners
have expressed concern over the slow decline in tobacco use, suggesting
that Bangladesh is unlikely to meet the UN-set target for 2030.

AMENDMENT PROPOSALS

Q Stop sale of loose or unpackaged tobacco 4
products

0 Ban retail sale of tobacco products without
registration

0 Ban tobacco advertising in digital, social
media platforms

Q Don’t allow CSR events by tobacco companies

Citing surveys, they pointed out two alarming trends: the age of
smoking initiation has become lower and the use of e-cigarettes has
significantly increased during this period.

Against the backdrop, the country as well as the world is observing
World No Tobacco Day today with the theme “Unmasking the appeal:
Exposing industry tactics on tobacco and nicotine products”.

This year’s WNTD campaign aims to reveal the strategies employed
by the tobacco and nicotine industries to make their harmful products
enticing, particularly to young people, according to the World Health
Organization.

By exposing these tactics, the WHO seeks to drive awareness, advocate
for stronger policies, including a ban on flavours that make tobacco and

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

Dozens of
parties want
polls by Dec

Say Gono Forum,
leftist parties; term
Yunus'’s polls claim
‘misleading’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gono Forum, the Left
Democratic Alliance,
and the 12-Party Alliance
have strongly reiterated
their demand for holding
the national election by
December.

In separate statements
yesterday, the  parties
rejected recent remarks
made by Chief Adviser
Prof Muhammad Yunus in
Japan that “no one except
one party wants elections
in December”.

They criticised the chief
adviser’s claim, terming
it “false, misleading, and
damaging to the political
atmosphere”.

Gono Forum described
the remarks as “incorrect”
and expressed concern that
such statements from the
chief adviser and others in
the interim government
were creating confusion
and division among
political parties.

The party said it has long
called for necessary reforms
and preparations to hold
a free, fair, and credible
clection by December. It
accused the government of
failing to adopt a clear plan

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

Palestinians evacuate following an Israeli strike on a house in Gaza City yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

UN warns all of Gaza
at risk of famine

Hamas says new US-backed truce proposal
does not meet demands

AGENCIES
Gaza is “the hungriest place on Farth”,
the United Nations said yesterday,
warning that the Palestinian territory’s
entire population was now at risk of
famine.

Negotiations to end nearly 20 months
of offensive have so far failed to achieve
a breakthrough,
with Israel resuming
operations in Gaza in

March, ending a six- >> Israel shoots,

proposal to Hamas that Israel backed”.
A source close to the Hamas said the
new version “is considered a retreat”
from the previous one, which “included
an American commitment regarding
permanent ceasefire negotiations”.
According to two sources close to the
negotiations, the new proposal involves
a 60-day truce, potentially extendable
to 70 days, and the
release of 10 living
hostages and nine
bodies in exchange

week truce. wounds 20 aid for Palestinian
“Gaza is  the seekers, kills 28 prisoners during the

hungriest place across the enclave first week.

on FEarth,”  said . In central Gaza,

Jens  Laerke, a » White House says Israeli forces had

spokesman for the

Israel ‘signed

shot and wounded

UN  humanitarian off’ on the new at least 20 people
agency OCHA. proposal seeking aid at the

“Is  the only newest distribution
defined area - a >> |SI‘08!’S settlement point set up by the
country or defined plan in West Bank controversial ~ Gaza
territory within a draws criticism Humanitarian

country -~ where
you have the entire
population at risk of famine. 100
percent of the population at risk of
famine,” he said, rejecting claims to the
contrary by Israeli authorities.
Meanwhile, the White House said
Thursday Israel had “signed off” on a
new Gaza ceasefire proposal submitted
to Hamas, but the Palestinian group said
the deal failed to satisly its demands.
The White House said President
Donald Trump and US envoy Steve
Witkoff had “submitted a ceasefire

Foundation, reports
Al Jazeera online.

Medical sources also said that at
least 28 people had been Kkilled by
Israeli attacks yesterday. The casualties
are mainly coming from attacks on the
north, where the Israeli military issued
a spate of forced evacuation orders
carlier yesterday.

Israel announced Thursday the
creation of 22 new settlements in the
occupied West Bank, drawing sharp
condemnation from Britain, Jordan

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

/1 more pushed
in through four
border districts

STAR REPORT

At least 71 more people were detained by
BGByesterday after they were pushed into
Bangladesh allegedly by India’s Border
Security Force (BSF) through various
border points in Moulvibazar, Habiganj,
Khagrachhari, and Lalmonirhat.

Fifty-one of them were identified as
Bangladeshi nationals, according to BGB
and local administration officials.

They could not confirm the identities
of the remaining 20 till the filing of this
report last night.

In Moulvibazar, 19 Bangladeshis were
detained near Champa Para border and
Baghichhara border area in Kamalganj
upazila in the morning.

Lt Col ASM Zakaria, commander of
BGB-46 Battalion, said, “The detainees
are residents of northern regions. The BSF
reportedly brought them to near the borders
and pushed them back into our territory.”

The individuals were apprehended
around 7:30am, while attempting to
enter Bangladesh. Of them, 14 were
detained near Champa Para border and
five near Baghichhara border, he said.

Besides, BGB detained 10 others,
including women and children, near the
border in Juri upazila in the morning.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1
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3,000-year-

old Mayan
city found in
Guatemala

Archacologists have unearthed
the remains of a Mayan city
nearly 3,000 years old in
northern  Guatemala, with
pyramids and monuments that
point (o its significance as an
important ceremonial site, the
Central American country’s
culture ministry said Thursday.

The Mayan civilization arose
around 2000 BC, reaching its height
between 400 and 900 AD in what
is present-day southern Mexico and
Guatemala, as well as parts of Belize,
ElSalvador and Honduras.

The city named “Los Abuelos,”
Spanish for “The Grandparents,”
once stood some 21 kilometres
(I3 miles) from the important
archaeological site of Uaxactun,
in Guatemala’s northern Peten
department, the ministry said in
a statement.

US suggests
student visa
suspension
to be brief

AFP, Washington

The US State Department indicated
Thursday that a global suspension on
visa processing for international students
would be brief, as it ramps up scrutiny of
applicants’ social media activity.

State Department spokeswoman
Tammy Bruce encouraged
prospective students to seek visa
appointments and said: “I would not
be recommending that if this was
going to be weeks or months.”

“I can tell you that it’s something
that would happen perhaps sooner
than later,” she told reporters.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio
on Tuesday ordered embassies and
consulates (o pause scheduling
appointments for student visas
pending new guidelines on checking
applicants’ social media postings.

It is one of a series of battles waged
over education by President Donald
Trump’s administration, which has
rescinded thousands of visas, sought
to ban Harvard University from
accepting any international students.

A group of youngsters enjoy a game of football in the now-muddy cropland after all the paddy was recently harvested. The photo

was taken yesterday in Godagari upazila in Rajshahi. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN
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The Senate Bhaban at RU.

PHOTO: FAHIM MUNTASIR RAFIN

NURAHSAN MRIDUL
Tucked away in the heart of
northwestern Bangladesh,
Rajshahi University is more than
just a place of learning -- it is a
sanctuary where the natural world
thrives alongside academic life.

Spread across 753 acres, the
campus teems with lush greenery,
tranquil water bodies, and a
surprising richness of wildlife.
Here, birds nest in classroom
shadows, snakes slither quietly
past footpaths, and squirrels dart
through tree canopies -- creating
a rare harmony between humans
and nature that is becoming
increasingly difficult to
find elsewhere.

The campus is
home to a remarkable
array of flora and
fauna that has, in
recent years, drawn
the admiration of
conservationists,

Northern Palm Squirrel,
locally known as Pach Dora
Kathbirali.

researchers and nature enthusiasts
alike.

Two large lakes and several
smaller ponds dot the grounds,
serving as vital watering holes and
habitats for countless species. The
mulberry grove near one such lake
plays host to a notable number of
local migratory birds, according
to Save Wildlife and Nature, RU
- a campus-based environmental
conservation organisation.

But this once-lively lake, which
used toechowith thecallsof diverse
bird species, now stands quieter.
The number of birds is gradually

A haven for
biodiversity amid
urban sprawl /.

sightings have attracted national
and international birdwatchers,
quietly transforming the campus
into a discreet pilgrimage site
for those who seek to witness the
extraordinary.

Another avian resident, that
has made the campus its home,
is the green parrot, a species
that once thrived in
rural agricultural
areas, but has
increasingly
found shelter in
urban spaces
like RU.

Modern
farming
techniques
and expanding
h u m a n
settlement have
driven these birds away from their
original habitats, prompting them
to settle in the Gagan Sirish trees
lining Paris Road. With their wide
canopies and sturdy branches,
these trees offer ideal nesting
grounds. In the early mornings
and late afternoons, birdwatchers
and photographers gather along
the shaded path, hoping to capture
the parrot’s colourful vibrance.
Sharing the same canopy,
surprisingly, are the formidable
Black Kites, locally known as
Bhubon Chil, large raptors
known for their soaring grace
and keen predatory instincts. The

Eastern Barn Owl, known as Lokkhi Pecha.

dwindling -~ a stark signal of the
impact that encroaching human
activity and habitat disruption can
have, even in places where nature
once thrived undisturbed.

Among the most significant
patches of greenery on campus
is Motihar Garden, an area of
social forestry that shelters rare
and endangered animals. One
clusive inhabitant of this zone
is the Brown-capped Pygmy
Woodpecker (Dendrocopos
nanus), a critically endangered
species that has been sighted only
once or twice in the entire country,
and only within the bounds of
Rajshahi University. These rare

coexistence of such contrasting
species within the same tree line
offers a rare glimpse into the
resilience and adaptability of
urban wildlife.

Professor Saleh Reza of the
Department of Zoology has
documented a total of 159 bird
species across the campus in a
detailed study. Some of the species
he recorded are either extremely
rare or have been documented
only once in the entire country.
His list includes the Chestnut
tailed Starling, Oriental Scops Owl
and Brown-headed Barbet -- birds
that require sharp eyes, immense
patience and a deep understanding
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A waterbody at RU.

PHOTO: NURAHSAN MRIDUL

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY

of their behavioural patterns to
observe.

Adding to the chorus is the
Brahminy  Starling  (Bamuni
Shalik), whose striking appearance
and melodic calls have made it
one of the most beloved species
among students walking through
the campus. Their visible presence

across the university signals a
healthy ecological balance

- an encouraging sign
in an age of rapid

environmental
decline.

The richness of
biodiversity at RU
extends  beyond
birds.

The  campus

Blue-throated Barbet,
locally known as Nilgola
Basantobouri.

is also home to various reptiles,
including venomous snakeslike the
Monocled Cobra (Kheya Gokhra)
and the Common Krait (Kalach).
Non-venomous snakes such as the
Water Snake and Whip Snake often
appear near ponds and thickets,
while the mildly venomous Brown
Snake (Mete Shap), generally shy
and non-aggressive, adds to the
variety. Two species of monitor
lizards roam the grounds as well:
the common Bengal Monitor and
the less frequently seen Golden
Monitor. These reptiles serve as
natural pest controllers, helping to
keep rodent populations in check.

Whenever snakes or monitors
stray into student dormitories
or classrooms, they are carefully
rescued by campus wildlife groups
and relocated to safer zones like
Motihar Garden. These groups

the 2017-18 session in the
Department of Ceramics and

current president of Save A

Wildlife and Nature, RU,
remarked that Rajshahi
contributes to 48 percent
of  Bangladesh’s total
biodiversity, with the
university acting as a

miniature sanctuary within { /

that ecosystem.
According  to
him, student
awareness
has seen a
dramatic

shift.  “Our
student
body has

become increasingly aware and
respectful of the wildlife around
them. Whenever an animal needs
help, the first reports come from
students. This was not always
the case. It’s this small shift in
awareness that can help us protect
Rajshahi University’s wildlife for
future generations,” he said.
Professor Saleh Reza noted
that observing wildlife on campus
requires more than just a walk - it
demands attention and curiosity.
“Some students stroll
mindlessly while others observe
deeply. If more people take the
time to look up and around while
walking, they’ll see just how much
this environment is offering them.
Unfortunately, every day 30,000
to 40,000 people commute across
the campus, and in the evenings,
the crowd thickens. This heavy
footfall disrupts the resting time of
birds and other animals,” he said.
The push for ecological
sustainability is a growing concern
among faculty and students alike.
Many believe that introducing
designated nature trails,

Green Pond Frog Golden Jackal, locally known as Pati Sheyal.

have become vital in ensuring that
human-wildlife encounters remain
peaceful and mutually respectful.

The mammalian life on campus
is no less diverse. Foxes, civets,
fishing cats and squirrels move
through the green corridors of the
university. Near the Shahidullah
Arts Building, the five-striped palm
squirrel has become a familiar and
almost endearing presence. Their
swift movements across paths and
effortless climbing often delight
passers-by. At Amtola, the squirrels
and students seem (0 co-exist
effortessly, as if acknowledging
each other’s right to belong.

Imrul Kayes, a student from

observation decks and controlled
eco-tours could strike a balance -
preserving sensitive habitats while
still allowing people to connect
with nature. Small student-led
initiatives have already begun:
teams that monitor wildlife, install
bird feeders and water bowls, and
keep logs of rare animal sightings.

Rajshahi University is more
than an academic institution. It is
aliving ecosystem -- home to birds,
reptiles, mammals and humans.
Each tree, pond and patch of grass
contributes to a delicate balance.
And within this shared space,
the future of biodiversity quietly
unfolds.

Paris Road on the campus.
PHOTO: FAHIM MUNTASIR RAFIN

A road surrounded by trees.
PHOTO: NURAHSAN MRIDUL

PHOTO: MD IMRUL KAYES

Indian Flying Fox
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Dhakaiyz.lm_S.(l)bbasi and their language

The language
of Old Dhaka
is broadly
divided into
two types:
the Sobbasi
dialect and the
Kutti dialect.
Although both
are urban
dialects of
Dhaka, they
are distinctly
different,

with more
differences
than
similarities in
vocabulary and
pronunciation.

MD. SAHABUDDIN SABU
When Subahdar of Bengal, Islam Khan
Chishti, entered Dhaka in 1608 or 1610,
he was accompanied by a diverse group
of North and North-West Indians,
Afghans, Iranians, Arabs, and other
foreign Muslims and Hindus. This influx
of migrants continued for nearly 250
years. Many of them settled along the
banks of the Buriganga River, in what is
now Old Dhaka, and their descendants
form the core of its original population.

From around 1610 onwards, a unique
mixedlanguagebegantodevelopamong
these families — an amalgamation of
Arabic, English, Gujarati, Turkish, Pali,
Portuguese, French, Persian, Munda,
Sanskrit, Bengali, and Hindustani
(Urdu and Hindi). This creolised tongue
became the regional spoken language
of Dhaka’s original inhabitants. Even
today, many native families in Old
Dhaka continue to use this language
in their homes, communities, markets,
and social gatherings.

However, the exact number of
speakers has never been officially
documented — perhaps because the
language has not been taken seriously
by scholars or authorities. Among the
old Dhakaiyas, this linguistic tradition
isnow known as the ‘Sobbasi’language,
and its speakers identify themselves as

Sobbas or Sobbasi. Today, Sobbasis
reside in various neighbourhoods
under Sutrapur, Kotwali, Bongshal,
Chawkbazar, Lalbagh, and Hazaribagh
thanas of Old Dhaka.

The term ‘Sobbas’ comes from
‘Sukhbas’, meaning to live happily,
which  evolved into  ‘Sokhbas’
(happiness as ‘sokh’), and finally
‘Sobbas’. This linguistic shift mirrors
other Dhakaiya transformations like
‘Rai Saheb Bazar’ to ‘Rasabazar’ or
“Takht’ to “Takta’.

One of the complexities of the
Sobbasi language lies in the use of
a-kar. There are two types of a-kar
pronunciation: one with emphasis
and another with a softer tone. For
example, “cloud of sky” is expressed
in Sobbasi as asmanka abar. In
asmanka, each a-kar is pronounced
with emphasis, while in abar,
the a-kar is spoken softly. Those
unfamiliar with the Sobbasi language
may struggle with pronunciation
due to this nuance. Sobbasis rarely
use chandrabindu and tend to speak
quickly — for instance, Chan Khar Pool
becomes Changkhakapol. Similarly,
u-kar, e-kar, and sh sounds are less
used, with both sh and s typically
pronounced as s.

Although the Sobbasi language of
Dhaka is a rich urban dialect, research

on its origins is scarce due to the
lack of written records. As a purely
spoken language, it has been passed
down orally through conversation,
stories, rhymes, and proverbs.
Traditionally unwritten, it has only
recently begun to be documented
using the Bengali script. Notably, the
Bangla-Dhakaiya Sobbasi Dictionary
was published on 15 January 2021,
marking the first major effort to
preserve and study this unique
dialect.

Urdu expert Professor Kaniz-e-
Batul notes that 18th-century Dhaka’s
rice trade brought together Bengali
and Hindustani speaking Marwaris,
shaping a mixed urban tongue that
evolved into the Sobbasi dialect.
Historian Sharif Uddin Ahmed adds
that Hindustani—a blend of Hindi,
Urdu, Persian, and Arabic—was the
main conversational language in
Dhaka. During the Mughal era, it served
as the lingua franca across towns and
cities, enabling communication among
diverse communities.

The language of OIld Dhaka is
broadly divided into two types: the
Sobbasi dialect and the Kutti dialect.
Although both are urban dialects of
Dhaka, they are distinctly different,
with more differences than similarities
in vocabulary and pronunciation.

For example:

Bengali: Kujor abar chit hoye

ghumanor shokh.

Sobbasi: Kujaka Fer Chet Hoke

Soneka Saokh.

Kutti: Gujarbi abar chit oya

whiber sock.

Bengali: Kukurer pete ghee

hojom hoy na.

Sobbasi: Kottaka Petme Ghi

Hajam Hotani.

Kutti: Kuttar pete gi ojom ohe na.

In 1838, James Taylor listed 162
occupations in Dhaka, each group
speaking its own language. However, in
markets and on the streets, Hindustani
served as the common tongue. The
Sobbasis were part of this multilingual
population. Even today, Dhakaiya
Kuttis refer to Hindustani as bazaira

vasha, meaning “market language.”
In early 19th-century Dhaka,
the upper class spoke Persian, later
shifting to authentic Urdu, which
they continued using until 1971
and many still do. They excluded
the Sobbasi dialect from their social
circles. However, those unfamiliar
with either authentic Urdu or the
Dhakaiya Sobbasi dialect often find
it difficult to tell them apart.
After 1947, the arrival of Urdu
speaking Muhajirs, or ‘Biharis,
further influenced the Sobbasilanguage.
This overlap has led to frequent
confusion between the two speech
forms, though they remain distinct.
Language is like water in a flowing
river—it  moves forward, carrying
along whatever it encounters, with no
turning back. In the Sobbasi dialect,
new words are constantly being added
while many old ones fade away. Still, it
can be said that this urban dialect, now
widely spoken among Old Dhakaiyas,
began its journey with Hindustani in
Dhaka around 1610. Over time, it has
evolved under the influence of various
languages and continues to thrive in
the heart of the city.

Md. Sahabuddin Sabu is a researcher
and the author of the Bangla-
Dhakaiya Sobbasi Dictionary.

“Don’t reduce garment workers to
victims—recognise their struggles”

)

Dr Rebecca Prentice, Associate Professor
of  Anthropology and International
Development at the University of Sussex, has
studied garment workers” health and labour
rights for over two decades. Her journey
began with fieldwork in Trinidad in 2003,
and most recently brought her to Bangladesh
in April, in collaboration with the Ethical
Trading Initiative. She spoke to The Daily Star
about the current state of labour conditions
and workplace safety in Bangladesh, and the
evolving challenges garment workers face in
the post-Rana Plaza era.

The Daily Star (TDS): How do you view the
current situation of Bangladeshi garment
workers?

Rebecca Prentice (RP): When I was doing
fieldwork in Trinidad in the 2000s, the
garment industry there was falling apart.
With China and Bangladesh rising as
export giants, small Caribbean countries
found it hard to compete for lucrative North
American markets.

What I saw in Trinidad was how workers
who had devoted their lives to the garment
industry suddenly found themselves with
fewer and worse job prospects. Though my
book emphasises workers’ creative agency
to build livelihoods and get by, they felt
abandoned by an industry to which they
had given the best years of their lives.

This sense of disposability is exactly what
Lamia Karim writes about in her book on
Bangladeshi garment workers, Castofls
of Capital. She tells us how workers in
Bangladesh see their work opportunities
vanish around the age of 35. Despite working
in the industry for 20 years by that point,

these aged-out workers rarely have savings.

TDS: Could you tell us about your
collaboration with the Ethical Trading
Initiative (ETI), and how its work has
the potential to improve conditions for
garment workers in Bangladesh?
RP: The approach to improving labour
standards that ETI favours is called social
dialogue. It involves bringing together
worker representatives and managers
in a structured way to talk about issues
of concern on a regular basis and create
joint action plans. Social dialogue within
a workplace can be used to address
a range of problems, but it
requires commitment from
employers to give workers
a voice and influence over /
their working conditions. /|

Not enough factories |
engage in social dialogue; |
I believe it is fewer than
100  garment factories
in the whole country.
According to Bangladesh’s
labour law, the practice should
be widespread. ETI also promotes
the formation of workplace trade unions,
which  significantly improves labour
conditions.

\

TDS: As the garment sector in Bangladesh
embraces environmental sustainability,
how do these initiatives relate to workers’
rights, wellbeing, and job security?

RP: The Bangladesh garment industry
deserves recognition for its efforts toward
environmental  sustainability—improving

Dﬂr Rebecca

D

energy efficiency, reducing
water usage, and managing

J"ﬂ : waste responsibly.
Prntic Certifications like LEED

reflect these achievements,

but they do not account for

workers’ rights or conditions,
offering only a partial view.

As climate change intensifies, workers
face new hardships: rising temperatures
on factory floors, increased flooding
that disrupts commutes, and higher
home cooling costs that impact rest and
recovery. While factories race to meet
global brands’ sustainability targets, the
wellbeing of workers is often overlooked.
Simultaneously, automation is displacing
jobs, with machines housed in air-

ILLUSTRATION: ANWAR SOHEL

conditioned rooms while garment workers
endure stifling heat with only fans—
insufficient during extreme weather.

To address this gap, the Ethical Trading
Initiative (ETI) is piloting ‘green social
dialogue’—an approach that involves
educating workers on environmental
issues and giving them a platform to
express how climate change is affecting
their lives and workplaces.

TDS: What is your response o the concern
that stronger labour rights could make
Bangladesh less attractive to global brands?
RP: If raising wages and improving
labour standards harms Bangladesh’s
attractiveness to multinational brands, that
is an unjust situation indeed. But there is
much that can be done about it.

One legacy of the Rana Plaza disaster
is that there is greater awareness of the
responsibility of global brands to engage in
ethical sourcing practices. These obligations
need to be legally enforced, not voluntary.

New legislation in the European Union
(EU) will demand that multinational
corporations  identify and  prevent
environmental and human rights risks
across their supply chains. These regulatory
changes should prevent brands that import
into the EU from profiting from a race to the
bottom in labour standards.

TDS: How do global media narratives
around (ragedies like Rana Plaza shape
perceptions of garment workers, and do
they risk overshadowing workers’ own
agency and activism?

RP: Images of the suffering of Rana Plaza
workers and families played an important
role in raising public awareness of labour
conditions in the global garment industry.
However, what these images of suffering
fail to convey is the huge role that garment
workers themselves play in improving their
labour conditions—through strikes, street
protests, and demands for fair wages.

A spectacle of suffering falsely portrays
workers as passive, as though they are
waiting to be rescued by the very institutions
and actors that have harmed them in the
first place. It is important for people to
understand that despite all their hardships,
Bangladeshi garment workers are not
passive; they are an active political force
doing their best to improve their situation.

The interview was taken by Shormila Akter.
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Bangladesh, often described as a land
of rivers, is criss-crossed by more
than 230 major and minor waterways.
These freshwater lifelines are vital
to the country’s survival — fuelling
agriculture, sustaining fisheries,
supporting domestic needs, and
powering industrial activities. But
the very arteries that once nurtured
its economy and ecosystems are
now under siege. While most of the
pollution choking Dhaka’s rivers is

An oil tanker collision near Gabtali on March 11, 2023,
released a thick oil slick across a 7km stretch of the Turag
River, seriously polluting the water. p1o70: RASHED SHUMON

Dissolved
oxygen has
been decreasing
over time from
1973 to 2020.

In the 1970s,

the average
dissolved oxygen
concentration of
the Buriganga
River was

more than 6
mg/litre, and
until 2005 the
concentration
varied
seasonally.
However,

after 2005,

it decreased
rapidly, and in
2015 it reached
almost zero—
far below the
recommended
value of the
Department of
Environment.

driven by human activity, it doesn’t
stop there. Shifting hydrological
patterns, agricultural runoff, climate
change, and erratic rainfall are all
compounding the damage.

Rapid industrialisation —
particularly in booming sectors like

textiles, tanneries, pharmaceuticals,
and ship-breaking — is placing
immense strain on these rivers.

Urbanisation in Bangladesh is also
accelerating at a pace the landscape
can barely withstand—often with
little to no regard for environmental
sustainability. The unchecked
discharge of industrial effluents
and municipal wastewater into river
systems is introducing a cocktail of
pollutants: heavy metals, dyes, acids,
alkalis, and organic waste.

Yet, despite growing alarm,
research has failed to keep up. Only a
handful of studies have examined how
rapid urban growth and unplanned
industrialisation are reshaping
the long-term water quality of the
city’s rivers. And without a clear
understanding of the scale and causes
of the crisis, any hope for sustainable
water management remains out of
reach.

To grasp the full extent of this
crisis, Dhaka’s peripheral rivers
offer a revealing case in point. The
Buriganga, Turag, Shitalakshya, and
Balu rivers illustrate how unchecked
industrial growth and poor planning
are pushing urban waterways to the
brink. The culprits are well known:
industries producing soap, detergents,

garments, pharmaceuticals, tanneries,
dyes, aluminium, batteries, pulp and
paper, and a range of chemicals. Many
of these factories discharge untreated
eflluents directly into the rivers,
contaminating the surface water with
a dangerous mix of pollutants.

Every day, 60,000 cubic metres of
hazardous liquid waste is discharged
into the Buriganga River, which flows
past Dhaka city and connects the
Turag, Tongi Canal, Balu, Shitalakshya,
and Dhaleshwari rivers. In addition,
every day, one and a half million cubic
metres of waste from industries along
the river are discharged into the rivers
around Dhaka. The majority of this
waste is generated in the Dhaka Export
Processing Zone (DEPZ), Narayanganj,
Tongi, Hazaribagh, Tejgaon, Savar,
Gazipur, and Ghorashal, which are
major industrial areas.

Before being shifted to Savar
Uparzila, 15,000 tonnes of liquid
waste, 19,000 kg of solid waste, and
17,600 kg of biodegradable waste were
discharged into the Buriganga River
from tanneries in Hazaribagh and
Rayer Bazar in Dhaka every day.

In addition, Dhaka’s  large
population produces a significant
amount of household waste daily. A
large portion of this waste is dumped
directly into the river. Due to the lack
of a sewage system and an unplanned
drainage system in the city, dirt and
garbage end up in the river.

Plastic bags, bottles, and other solid
waste used in different parts of the
city are thrown into the river. Plastic
waste disrupts the normal flow of
river water and accumulates on the
river bottom, reducing the depth of
the river. Dhaka’s rivers are used for
navigation. Oil and other chemicals
released from these vessels mix with
the river, further polluting the water.

In addition, chemicals used during
ship construction and repair are also
harmful to the river. Due to illegal
construction and the filling of rivers,
the width of the rivers is decreasing,
and this is further increasing water
pollution.

A study conducted by the
Hydrobiogeochemistry and Pollution
Control Laboratory of Jahangirnagar
University has revealed a picture of
rapid urbanisation and its impact on
the current state of water quality in
rivers around Dhaka.

Dissolved oxygen is one of the
most important parameters of water
quality, and aquatic organisms,
including fish, need suflicient
dissolved oxygen to survive. Low
dissolved oxygen concentration is
dangerous and deadly for aquatic life.

Dissolved  oxygen has Dbeen
decreasing over time from 1973
to 2020. In the 1970s, the average
dissolved oxygen concentration of the
Buriganga River was more than 6 mg/
litre, and until 2005 the concentration
varied seasonally. However, after
2005, it decreased rapidly, and in
2015 it reached almost zero—far

Once a vital lifeline for trade and daily life, the Buriganga River now tells a tale

of contrast—uwhile boats still carry fresh

produce across its surface, untreated

industrial waste and sewage pour directly into its waters, turning it into a toxic

channel threatening both livelihoods and

below the recommended value of the
Department of Environment.

The Turag River follows a similar
trend. Its initial dissolved oxygen
concentration was around 6 mg/
litre but has decreased since 2003,
reaching almost zero in 2011.

Likewise, the dissolved oxygen
concentration in the Shitalakshya
River was initially 6 mg/litre on
average, like the other two rivers, but
has been declining since 1994 and
reached nearly zero in 2006.

ecosystems. PHOTOS: AMRAN HOSSAIN

in the world—such as the Amazon,
Thames, and Danube—generally have
dissolved oxygen levels between 7 and
10 mg/litre.

The BOD (biochemical oxygen
demand) of rivers around Dhaka is
generally 20-80 mg/litre (higher
in the dry season), which indicates
serious pollution. In comparison, the
BOD of other rivers in Bangladesh is
3-7 mg/litre, which is relatively safe,
and in the cleanest rivers of the world,
it is generally 2-5 mg/litre.

According to a recent study, the Water pollution poses serious
Buriganga River
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Long-term changes in Dissolved Oxygen (DO) and Biochemical Oxygen
Demand (BOD) in the Buriganga River (modified from Miah et al., 2025).

pollution levels of rivers around Dhaka
are higher than those of other rivers
in the world, as well as other rivers in
Bangladesh.

The dissolved oxygen level in
the water of rivers around Dhaka is
generally 1.5-3.5 mg/litre, which is
very dangerous for aquatic organisms.
By contrast, the dissolved oxygen level
in rivers eclsewhere in Bangladesh
such as the Meghna, Jamuna, and
Padma—is 5-8 mg/litre, which is
relatively good. The cleanest rivers

risks to public health. Drinking and
using polluted water increases the
risk of diseases such as diarrhoea,
cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, and other
waterborne and water-based diseases.
Heavy metals (such as lead, mercury,
and cadmium) and toxic chemicals
can enter the human body and cause
nervous system damage, kidney
failure, and intellectual development
problems in children. Poor urban
populations—especially those who use
polluted water due to a lack of clean

alternatives—are the most affected.

Environmentally polluted water is
also extremely harmful to aquatic life,
as fish and other aquatic organisms
die due to a lack of dissolved oxygen.
Additionally, the natural ecosystems
of rivers and water bodies are being
destroyed, negatively impacting the
food chain. This is contributing to
the decline of fisheries resources and
the extinction of many fish species in
the peripheral rivers of Dhaka. When
polluted water is used in agriculture,
crop production decreases, toxic
clements enter the food chain, and
soil fertility declines—posing long-
term health risks for humans.

There are several important laws in
Bangladesh to prevent river pollution,
enacted for environmental protection
and sustainable management. These
include the Bangladesh Environment
Conservation Act, 1995/2023, the
Bangladesh Water Act, 2013, and the
National River Protection Commission
Act, 2013. These laws contain strict

provisions (o prevent river water
pollution.
According to the Bangladesh

Environment Conservation Act, if
any person or organisation engages
in environmental pollution, there
is a provision for various terms of
imprisonment, fines, or both. Under
the Bangladesh Water Act, 2013, if
any person or organisation disrupts
or pollutes the natural flow of a
river, they can be punished with up
to five years’ imprisonment or a fine
of Tk 1 million, or both. The National
River Protection Commission Act,
2013, empowers the commission
to take strict action against river
encroachment or pollution, and the
guilty party can be punished for land
encroachment and water pollution.

However, due to the lack of effective
enforcement and the absence of proper
monitoring systems, river pollution
has not yet been controlled—posing a
serious threat to the environment and
public health.

It is necessary to take protective
measures o prevent further
degradation of rivers and to
conserve water bodies. Water quality
indicators are strongly correlated
with the expansion of urban areas.
As water bodies shrink, water quality
deteriorates over time.

Water pollution in the rivers
around Dhaka is a complex problem
that requires the combined efforts of
the administration, industries, civil
society, and the general public. We
can combat this pollution through
legal enforcement, infrastructural
development, public awareness, and
sustainable development planning.
We all need to work together to ensure
clean and pollution-free rivers for
future generations.

Dr Shafi Mohammad Tareq is
a Professor in the Department
of Environmental Sciences at
Jahangirnagar University.
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Experts warn
that unless
rural areas are
meaningfully
brought online,
Bangladesh’s
digital
transformation
risks
reinforcing
existing
inequalities
rather than
closing them

DIGITAL DREAMS

Disconnected realities

MAHMUDUL HASAN

In Ferighat, a remote corner of
north-eastern district Sunamganj,
stationery shop owner Md Sumon Mia
fights a battle that millions of rural
Bangladeshis face daily - the struggle
for a reliable internet connection.

While Dhaka’s cafes buzz with
high-speed Wi-Fi, Mia’s small shop,
nearly an 8-hour drive from the
capital, remains trapped in a digital
dead zone, his repeated pleas for
connectivity lost in the silence of
neglected infrastructure.

His story is not unique — it’s a
glaring symptom of the widening
chasm between Bangladesh’s tech-
savvy cities and its left-behind villages.

“We have no access to broadband
internet. On top of that, mobile
internet speeds are awful,” he said.

While a local broadband provider
technically operates in the area,
Sumon said the speed it offers is so
poor that most people simply avoid
using it.

A SNAPSHOT OF RURAL-URBAN
DIGITAL DIVIDE

INTERNET USAGE
Urban 68.4%
Rural 37.8%

SMARTPHONE-OWN-
ING HOUSEHOLDS
Urban 79.2%

Rural 69%

COMPUTER USAGE
Urban 20.7%
Rural 3.8%

INTERNET ACCESS
AT HOME

Urban 61.6%

Rural 48.2%

SOURCE: BBS

Over the past decade, the country
has witnessed a dramatic rise in
smartphone adoption, internet
penetration, and participation in the
digital economy.

Yet, this transformation has
left behind vast sections of the
population, particularly rural
communities and women, who
continue to face systemic barriers to
digital access, skills, and meaningful
participation.

A deep-rooted divide in access to
devices, internet connectivity, and
digital literacy separates them from
their urban counterparts.

This gap limits their ability to
participate in online education,
remote work, e-commerce, and
other emerging sectors of the digital
economy.

As aresult, rural farmers, students,
entrepreneurs, and women are
sidelined from digital opportunities
that could boost incomes and
improve livelihoods.

Expertswarn thatunlessruralareas
are meaningfully brought online,
Bangladesh’s digital transformation
risks reinforcing existing inequalities
rather than closing them.

THE CURRENT STATE OF THE
DIGITAL DIVIDE

The digital divide between urban and
rural areas in Bangladesh remains
a significant barrier to inclusive
economic growth, according to
the latest survey by the Bangladesh
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Bureau of Statistics (BBS) as of
December 2024.

The data reveals stark disparities
in access to digital tools and internet
connectivity, particularly in rural
regions, limiting their ability to
participate in the digital economy.

The most glaring gap lies in
computer and laptop usage. Only
3.8 percent of rural individuals use
computers, compared to 20.7 percent
in urban areas.

Similarly, laptop usage stands at
1.3 percent in rural regions versus 7.0
percent in cities. Tablet adoption is
even lower - 0.9 percent in rural areas
compared to 7.8 percent in urban
settings.

Internet access also follows this
trend. Only 37.8 percent of rural
residents use the internet, far below
the 68.4 percent urban rate.

While mobile phone wusage is
relatively high in both domains -
89.3 percent in rural regions and
92.2 percent in urban — ownership
disparities persist, with 62.4 percent

of rural households owning mobile
phones compared to 71.1 percent in
urban areas.

This suggests many rural users rely
on shared devices or face financial
constraints.

Limited access (o computers,
laptops, and reliable internet excludes
rural populations from critical digital
economy activities.

E-commerce, remote work, and
online education platforms often
require devices beyond basic mobile
phones. The low rural internet
adoption rate of 37.8 percent
exacerbates this exclusion, as even
those with mobile phones struggle to
engage consistently.

Internet usage frequency also
reflects the divide.

While 74.1 percent of rural users
access the internet daily, 7.0 percent
do soless than once a week, compared
to only 5.3 percent in urban areas.

Irregular connectivity hampers
skill development, access to digital
services, and participation in gig
economy platforms.

At the household level, the
digital divide also remains |
pronounced.

About 72.3 percent of all
households in Bangladesh
own a smartphone. Among F
them, 69 percent are rural ]
households, while 79.2 I f

percent are urban. Only 3.7 ]

percent of rural households

own a computer, compared to 21.3
percent of urban households.

Nationwide, around 52.4 percent
of households have internet access.
However, 61.6 percent of urban
households use the internet,
compared to just 48.2 percent of rural
households.

This persistent divide entrenches

economic inequality. Urban
residents, with  greater device
ownership and internet access,
disproportionately  benefit  from

digital banking, telemedicine, and
online marketplaces. In contrast, rural
communities—home (o nearly 68
percent of Bangladesh’s population—
remain largely sidelined.

Farmers, small entrepreneurs, and
students in these areas face reduced
opportunities to innovate, upskill, or
access broader markets. The lack of
infrastructure, affordability issues,
and low digital literacy further widen
the gap.

“The widening digital gap between
urban and rural regions in Bangladesh

underscores the enduring structural
disparities in access to and effective
use of digital technologies,” said
Zulkarin Jahangir, assistant professor
at North South University.

He noted that while internet use
in rural areas has plateaued, urban
usage continues to climb, deepening
the divide in access to essential
services like education, healthcare,
and economic opportunities.

Jahangir, who also advises UNDP
Bangladesh on digital divide issues,
explained that this gap is rooted in
more than just access.

It reflects broader systemic barriers
such as affordability, low levels
of digital literacy, and the lack of
relevant local content and services in
rural settings. These obstacles tend
to hit marginalised communities
hardest, reinforcing cycles of social
and economic inequality.

To bridge the gap, Jahangir stressed

the need for a people-first strategy
that expands essential digital
infrastructure in rural areas.
“Policies must
aim to lower costs
through subsidies
or community-led
networks, improve
digital skills via locally
adapted training, and
provide useful online
services that address
rural  needs,” he
suggested.

-

.

He emphasised that closing
the digital divide is not only about
equity, it’s a critical investment in the
country’s long-term progress.

Addressing Bangladesh’s digital
divide requires targeted interventions:
expanding broadband infrastructure,
subsidising devices, and implementing
digital literacy programmes, said Syed
Almas Kabir, chief executive officer of
MetroNet Bangladesh.

Without bridging this gap, rural
populations will continue to lag in
contributing to and benefiting from
the nation’s digital transformation,
perpetuating cycles of poverty and
inequality, he said.

Policymakers — must  prioritise
inclusive digital policies to ensure
equitable growth in the evolving
economy.

“The growing digital divide is
deeply concerning, as it creates
two distinct classes of citizens: one
group that is IT-savvy and reaping
the benefits of digital advancements,
and another that is deprived of
even basic government services,”
said Kabir, a former president of the
Bangladesh Association of Software
and Information Services (BASIS).

“This inequality must be addressed
urgently,” he added.

According  to
transmission

internet
remain

him,
COSLS

BARRIERS

» Poor infrastructure
» High internet costs
» Low digital literacy

» Gender & social
constraints

WHO ARE AFFECTED

» Farmers
» Students
" Entrepreneurs

WHAT ARE NEEDED

» Expand rural broadband
» Subsidise devices
» Improve digital skills

» Incentivise women in
tech

disproportionately high in rural
areas, compounded by severe
mismanagement.

“The bandwidth transmission
fees charged by  Nationwide
Telecommunication Transmission

Networks are also excessive. Despite
significant government investment
in expanding fibre optic networks,
transmission costs in rural areas
are still much higher than in urban
regions,” Kabir added.

GENDER DIVIDE: THE DIGITAL
GAP IN BANGLADESH

In Bangladesh, the growing digital
divide has a significant gender
dimension. Despite the country’s
advancements in mobile phone and
internet penetration, women continue
to face substantial barriers to digital
inclusion.

According to the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS)'s Sample
Vital  Statistics 2023, gender
inequality remains a crucial factor in
perpetuating this divide.

While 51.9 percent of internet users
are men, only 39.7 percent are women.
This disparity is more pronounced in
rural areas, where 38.3 percent of rural
women use the internet, compared to
42.6 percent of urban women.

This gap is not simply a result
of technological unavailability, but
is deeply rooted in social, cultural,
and economic barriers that women
face, said Fahim Mashroor, CEO of
bdjobs, the largest local job searching
platform.

In rural Bangladesh, social norms
and (traditional gender roles often
restrict women’s access to the internet.

According to Mashroor, many
women in rural areas are prevented
from using the internet due to familial
and societal constraints.

“In rural areas, many females are
restricted from accessing the internet
due to social reasons imposed by
their parents or guardians,” Mashroor
explained.

These cultural barriers severely
limit women’s ability to engage with
the digital world and gain the skills
necessary to thrive in the modern
economy.

The lack of digital access for women
is also evident in the IT sector, where
women make up only 12 to 13 percent
of the workforce.

This underrepresentation in the
digital professions further reflects
the broader gender divide in digital
skills development and economic
participation.

Kabir emphasised that the low
participation of women in the IT
sector is a clear indicator of the gender
digital divide that persists across the
country.

Moreover, this divide extends
beyond access to information and
skills, it also impacts financial
inclusion.
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