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Russia masses 50,000 
troops near Sumy front

Says Ukraine’s Zelensky; US, Russia clash in public 
over intensifying war

REUTERS, Kyiv

Russia has massed more than 
50,000 troops, including some 
of its best forces, near Ukraine’s 
northeastern Sumy region, but Kyiv 
has taken steps to prevent them from 
conducting a large-scale offensive, 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said.

The build-up comes as Russia 
appears to be gearing up for a 
summer offensive in Ukraine while 
Kyiv waits for Moscow to present 
a memorandum laying out its 
conditions to proceed with ceasefire 
talks.

Sumy lies across the border from 
Russia’s Kursk region where Ukraine 
previously seized and held a pocket 
of land for months, before being 
almost fully pushed out last month, 
although it says it still holds some 
small areas there.

“Their largest, strongest forces 
are currently on the Kursk front,” 
Zelensky told reporters on Tuesday. 
“To push our troops out of the Kursk 
region and to prepare offensive 
actions against the Sumy region.”

Putin has said he wants a “buffer 
zone” along Russia’s border with 
Ukraine. Zelensky said he believed 
Russia wants to carve out an area of 
Ukrainian territory about 10 km (6 
miles) deep.

Meanwhile, the Kremlin yesterday 
rebuffed a call by Zelensky for a 
three-way summit with Trump and 
Putin.

The United States and Russia also 
quarrelled in public yesterday over 
the intensifying Ukraine war after 
US President Donald Trump warned 
that President Vladimir Putin was 
“playing with fire”

Trump, in a post on Truth Social, 
said that Putin was playing with fire 
and cautioned that “REALLY BAD” 
things would have happened already 
to Russia if it was not for Trump 
himself.

Top Russian security official 
Dmitry Medvedev, a former 
president, dismissed Trump’s 
criticism.

“Regarding Trump’s words about 
Putin ‘playing with fire’ and ‘really 
bad things’ happening to Russia. I 
only know of one REALLY BAD thing 
— WWIII. I hope Trump understands 
this!” Medvedev wrote in English on 
the social media platform X.

15 hurt in clash
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the attack. They received 
treatment at Chittagong 
Medical College Hospital 
(CMCH), she added.

Nurul Alam Ashek, in-
charge of the CMCH Police 
Camp, however, said five 
students injured in the 
clash were treated at the 
emergency and casualty 
wards of the hospital.

Kotwali Police Station 
Officer-in-charge C Abdul 
Karim confirmed the clash, 
stating that both sides 
hurled brickbats.

“Police intervened and 
dispersed the crowd. Two 
people were detained and are 
being questioned,” he added.

Rijaur Rahman, senior 
joint convener of Bangladesh 
Ganatantrik Sangsad and 
former leader of Students 
Against Discrimination, said 
Shibir activists held some 

local positions within their 
coalition and may have been 
involved, but denied any 
role by the group’s central 
leadership.

Islami Chhatra Shibir’s 
Chattogram city president, 
Tanzir Hossain Jewel, denied 
involvement, saying, “I’m 
learning about this from the 
media like everyone else.”

Meanwhile, the central 
unit of Ganatantrik Chhatra 
Jote held a torch procession 
on the Dhaka University 
campus yesterday evening, 
protesting the acquittal of 
Azharul and alleged attacks 
by Islami Chhatra Shibir on 
their activists at Rajshahi 
and Chittagong universities.

The procession began 
around 7:20pm from the 
Teacher-Student Centre 
(TSC), moving through the 
campus before ending at the 
Raju Sculpture.

A brief clash occurred 
in the Hall Para area 
between the protesters and 
a group they identified as 
Shibir activists. Both sides 
exchanged heated slogans 
before dispersing without 
further escalation.

At a rally following the 
procession, Chhatra Jote 
leaders labelled Shibir a 
“terrorist organisation” 
attempting to “infiltrate and 
rehabilitate” itself through 
other student bodies.

Fahim Ahmed 
Choudhury, general 
secretary of the Democratic 
Student Council, said, “Shibir 
attacked our rally against 
war criminals. Similar 
attacks happened today in 
Chattogram and yesterday in 
Rajshahi. This shows Shibir 
hasn’t moved away from 
its anti-liberation stance of 
1971.”

UN labour 
agency says US 
hasn’t paid dues
AFP, Geneva

The United States is behind in its dues to the 
International Labour Organization (ILO), but the 
UN agency’s chief said yesterday he was “hopeful” 
they would soon be paid.

Washington, under President Donald Trump, 
has stepped away from several UN agencies and 
programmes as it pursues an “America First” 
policy that spurns multilateral bodies and pacts.

“Have they paid for the current year? Not yet. 
I always want to add ‘yet’ -- not yet,” ILO chief 
Gilbert Houngbo told journalists.

The ILO was not currently looking to 
revise its budget. “It’s not something that I’m 
contemplating,” Houngbo said. 

Under a February executive order, Trump 
directed his government to look at withdrawing 
from the UN Human Rights Council, UNRWA for 
Palestinians, and Unesco, the UN’s education, 
science and culture agency.

Israeli air strikes 
target Sanaa 
airport in Yemen
AFP, Sanaa

Israel struck the international airport in Yemen’s rebel-
held capital Sanaa yesterday, the Iran-backed Houthis 
and the Israeli military said.

“Israeli aggression on Sanaa International Airport,” 
the Houthis’ Al-Masirah television channel posted 
on X, later reporting that multiple strikes had hit an 
aircraft and the runway at the facility.

Israel’s Defence Minister Israel Katz said fighter jets 
had carried out the strikes on Houthi “terror targets” 
at the airport in the Yemeni capital Sanaa, a day after 
the group fired two projectiles at Israel. The strikes had 
destroyed aircraft belonging to the group.

“The aircraft struck were used by the Houthi 
terrorist organisation for the transfer of terrorists who 
advanced terrorist attacks against the state of Israel,” 
the military said.  “Similarly to the Hodeida and Salif 
ports that were struck last week, the main airport of 
Sanaa is continuously operated by the Huthi regime 
and is used by them for terror purposes,” it added.

A view shows emergency services attempting to rescue migrants from the water after a migrant boat capsized 
while being escorted to port in La Restinga, Spain’s Canary Islands, yesterday. This screengrab was obtained 
from a video. PHOTO: REUTERS

France’s President Emmanuel Macron greets students upon his arrival at the National University in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, yesterday. France and Indonesia have signed a preliminary defense pact that could lead to new orders 
of French military equipment, including Rafale fighter jets and Scorpene submarines, Macron said. PHOTO: AFP

Kremlin rebuffs a 
call by Zelensky for 

a three-way summit 
with Trump and Putin

Musk says 
‘disappointed’ 
by Trump 
mega-bill
AFP, Washington

Billionaire Elon Musk, 
who has stepped back 
from his role of slashing 
US government spending 
by firing tens of thousands 
of people, has criticized 
President Donald Trump’s 
signature spending bill.

The “One Big, Beautiful 
Bill Act” -- which passed in 
House of Representatives 
and now moves to the 
Senate -- would usher into 
law Trump’s vision for a 
new “Golden Age,” led by 
efforts to shrink social 
safety net programs to pay 
for a 10-year extension of 
his 2017 tax cuts.
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