
CITY  5
DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 29, 2025 

JAISHTHA 15, 1432 BS        

Low pressure 
over Bay 
intensifies
Seaports asked 
to hoist signal 3

STAR REPORT

A low pressure over 
the Northwest Bay 
and adjoining areas 
intensified into a well-
marked low and it 
is likely to intensify 
further, Bangladesh 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
Department said 
yesterday.

In a regular weather 
bulletin, BMD said the 
southwest monsoon has 
advanced up to Barishal, 
Chattogram, Sylhet and 
Mymensingh divisions 
and eastern part of 
Dhaka division.

The BMD also forecast 
rainfall activities in 
various places across the 
country in the next 96 
hours after the end of 
the 24-hour period.

Meanwhile, in a 
warning message, BMD 
said under the influence 
of the well-marked low, 
gusty or squally weather 
may affect the maritime 
ports, North Bay and 
adjoining coastal areas 
of Bangladesh.

Maritime ports of 
Chattogram, Cox’s 
Bazar, Mongla and Payra 
were advised to keep 
hoisted local cautionary 
signal 3.

Man to die for 
killing wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Faridpur

A Faridpur court yesterday 
sentenced a man to death 
for killing his wife over 
dowry in 2022.

The convict is Asad 
Sheikh alias Bacchu Sheikh, 
43, of Kanai Matunbbar 
Bari village under Goalanda 
upazila in Rajbari.

Judge Shamima Parvin 
of the Women and Children 
Repression Prevention 
Tribunal passed the verdict 
in the presence of Asad, 
said public prosecutor 
Golam Rabbani.

According to the case 
statement, Asad married 
Shanta, 22, of Madhukhali 
upazila, in July 2022. The 
couple used to work and live 
at an agro farm in Dirajtullah 
Matubbarer Dangi village. 

On May 26, 2022, police 
recovered Shanta’s body 
from their home while Asad 
went into hiding. Shanta’s 
mother filed a murder case 
with Kotwali Police Station 
on May 28, accusing Asad 
of killing her daughter 
for dowry. Asad was later 
arrested on March 25, 
2023. Md Jahangir Alam, a 
sub-inspector of the police 
station, submitted a charge 
sheet on July 16, 2023.

Moderate 
earthquake 
jolts Dhaka
UNB, Dhaka

A moderate earthquake 
rattled Dhaka and several 
other parts of the country 
in the early hours of 
Wednesday.

According to the 
European-Mediterranean 
Seismological Centre, the 
tremor struck at 2:24am 
and measured 5.2 on 
the Richter scale. The 
epicentre was located 
near Moirang in Manipur, 
India—approximately 39 
kilometres from the state 
capital, Imphal.

The earthquake 
originated at a shallow depth 
of 47 kilometres, which 
amplified its effects across 
a wide region, including 
northeastern parts of 
Bangladesh and the capital.  
Residents in Dhaka, Sylhet, 
and surrounding districts 
reported light shaking, but 
there have been no reports 
of damage or injuries.

Coffee cultivation gains 
ground in Sherpur hills
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Farmers in the hilly areas of 
Sherpur are increasingly turning 
to coffee cultivation, drawn by its 
low cost, ease of maintenance, and 
profitability.

According to officials from 
the Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) in Sherpur, 
coffee can be cultivated in areas 
that mostly remain uncultivable 
throughout the year or in orchards 
as a mixed crop.

Md Abdul Wadud, upazila 
agriculture officer in Nalitabari, said, 
“Initially, coffee was cultivated in 
some 12 villages of Ramchandrakura, 
Poragoan, Kakorkandi, and 
Rupnarayankura unions in Nalitabari 
in 2021. But later, more farmers, 
mostly small and marginal, started 
showing interest.”

Farmers are now selling each 
coffee sapling at Tk 20, generating 
additional income and making it 
easier for them to maintain their 
plants.

The coffee plants begin to 
bear fruit at the age of three, with 
production increasing each year. 
Farmers can continue harvesting 
from the same plant for up to 30 
years, the official added. The DAE 
is also providing training to help 

farmers improve their cultivation 
practices.

A farmer can harvest around 
seven kilogrammes of coffee 
seeds from a five-year-old plant. 
Currently, each kilogramme is 
being sold at Tk 150 in the local 
market.

Khandakar Jalal Uddin, a farmer 
from Beltoil village in Nalitabari, said 
he cultivated coffee on 30 decimals of 
land and made a profit of Tk 20,000 
this season, excluding all costs.

Monir Hossain from Baruajani 

village said he made a net profit of 
Tk 22,000 from 35 decimals of land. 
Both farmers said this was their 
first harvest and that production is 
expected to increase as the plants 
mature.

DAE officials said saplings are 
being distributed for free to expand 
cultivation. Coffee farming has 
now spread to around 20 villages in 
Nalitabari and Jhenaigati upazilas 
in Sherpur, as well as Haluaghat 
upazila in Mymensingh.

A farmer can plant around 
700 saplings on one acre of 
land, potentially producing up 
to 5,000kg of seeds annually 
and earning over Tk 7 lakh. Such 
income is highly beneficial for hilly 
farmers, who often lack farming 
opportunities during the off-
season, the officials added.

Contacted, Mohammad 
Shakhauat Hossain, deputy 
director of the DAE in Sherpur, said 
the overall weather conditions in 
the hilly areas are highly suitable 
for coffee cultivation.

“The cultivation first started in 
Nalitabari a few years ago and is 
now spreading to adjacent areas. 
It is very promising as a new crop,” 
he said, adding that the DAE is 
supporting farmers to help ensure 
better yields.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES

Submit reports 
against 2 ex-Rab 
men by Aug 28: ICT
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal-1 yesterday 
granted three months’ time for its investigation 
agency to submit probe reports in two cases filed 
against two former officials of the Rapid Action 
Battalion over enforced disappearances.

The two-member tribunal, led by Justice Md 
Shofiul Alam Mahmood, asked the agency to 
submit its reports by August 28 and fixed the date 
for the next hearing.

The order came as the agency sought additional 
time for investigation into the cases filed against 
former Rab officer Alep Uddin and former Rab 
company commander Mohiuddin Faruqui 
respectively. SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Women and Children Affairs Adviser Sharmeen S Murshid inaugurated the National Photography Exhibition, 
“Ruposhi Banga”, organised by the Bangladesh Photo Journalists Association at Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka 
yesterday. The week-long exhibition and competition feature 91 photographs selected from approximately 500 
entries submitted from across the country. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Secretariat employees 
call fresh protests
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Employees at the Bangladesh Secretariat have 
announced a fresh round of protests, declaring 
a daily one-hour work stoppage beginning today 
in opposition to the newly issued Government 
Service (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025.

The protest will take place every working day 
from 10:00am to 11:00am until the ordinance 
is withdrawn, Badiul Kabir, co-chairman of the 
Bangladesh Secretariat Officers and Employees 
Unity Forum, said during a press conference at the 
Secretariat yesterday afternoon.

Earlier, ASM Saleh Ahmed, senior secretary of 
the land ministry, told reporters that a decision 
regarding the employees’ demand for the repeal 
of the ordinance will be made after the return of 
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus from his official 
visit to Japan. SEE PAGE 4 COL 1


