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Getready to
ensure polls

by December

Tarique tells BNP leaders,

activists at youth rally
SAJJAD HOSSAIN and MD ABBAS

B\IP acting chairman Tarique Rahman yesterday said
the next general election must be held by December and
called on party activists and leaders to prepare to ensure
that.

“Thisis our call to the interim government: the national
clection must be held by December. We once again want
to say: the polls will be held by December,” he said, while
virtually addressing a mammoth youth rally in front of
the party’s Nayapaltan headquarters.

“Prepare (o ensure that the election is held by
December. [Decide] who will run the country and who will
be your representatives,” he added.

Tarique stressed the need for visible preparations by
the government for the election. “In the past one and a
half decades, about 3.5 crore new voters have been added
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to the voter list. These new voters have not yet had the
chance to vote in any national election and elect their
preferred candidates as public representatives.
“We want to see a government that is free from fascism,
directly accountable to the people through their votes.”
Tarique alleged attempts being made to delay the
election. He said the government had yet to announce
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Thousands gather for a youth rally outside the BNP’s central office in the capital’s Nayapaltan yesterday.

Rooppur, MRT-1, Matarbari

to get special focus
9.9% of FY26 ADP will go to the three mega projects

Fid-ul Azha
on June 7

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The holy Eid-ul-Azha, one
of the biggest religious
festivals of the Muslims,
will be celebrated across the
country on June 7 as the
moon of Zilhaj was sighted
in Bangladesh sky yesterday.
The decision was made
at a meeting of the National
Moon Sighting Committee
at the Islamic Foundation
yesterday evening  with
Religious  Adviser AFM
Khalid Hossain in the chair,
meeting sources told The

REJAUL KARIM BYRON and ASIFUR RAHMAN
Three mega projects will get special focus in
the upcoming development budget with the
view to providing cheaper electricity, easing
Dhaka dwellers’ transportation problem and
enhancing international trade for Bangladesh.
The three mega projects -- Rooppur nuclear
power plant, Dhaka mass rapid transit line-1
(MRT-1) and the Matarbari Port Development
Project -- are together getting Tk 22,710 crore,
which is 9.9 percent of the development

The Rooppur nuclear power plant, which
aims to provide cheaper electricity, is set to
receive the highest allocation in next fiscal
year’s annual development programme: Tk
12,177 crore.

In the revised budget for this fiscal year
as well, the power plant secured the highest
allocation: Tk 11,899 crore.

The government is targeting the start of
commercial operationsof the 2,400-megawatt
(MW) nuclear power plant this year, said
planning ministry officials.

Election by
June next
year: Yunus

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus
hasreiterated that the
next general election
will be held by June
next year under any
circumstances.

He also said the
reform initiatives
of the interim
government will be carried forward.

Prof Yunus said these when former
Japanese prime minister and Japan-
Bangladesh Parliamentary Friendship
League President Taro Aso called on him
at the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo yesterday.

The chief adviser reached Tokyo at
2:05pm for a four-day visit. He will attend
the Nikkei Forum for Asia today and
hold bilateral talks with Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba tomorrow.

Taro Aso thanked Prof Yunus for moving
Bangladesh towards political stability and
emphasised the need for a general election
for a smooth democratic transition.

The interim government has made
significant economic progress in restoring
discipline in the banking sector, rebuilding
the foreign exchange reserve and repaying
the debts, he said.

“Japan has given every kind of assistance
that we needed in the past 10 months. I
want to thank Japan a lot for its support.
This is, in a way, a thank you tour,” he said.

Several Japanese lawmakers who
accompanied Aso during the meeting said
that signing the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) could be a step forward
in attracting more Japanese investment in
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is expecting to complete
the negotiation by August and sign the
agreement in September.

Once signed, Japan will be the first
country to have an FPA with Bangladesh.
The bilateral trade is now $4 billion.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 Daily Star.

budget of Tk 230,000 crore for fiscal 2025-26.

Grabbers feast on
Sonadia forest

More than 1,000 acres of mangroves
destroyed since August last year

MOKAMMEL SHUVO
Over 1,000 acres of protected
mangrove forest on Sonadia
Island in Moheshkhali upazila of
Cox’s Bazar have been razed since
August 5 last year.

The encroachment, aimed at
developing enclosures for shrimp
and crab farming, came to light
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Encroachers cleared
over 4,000 acres of
forest

Encroachment
continues defying
SC order

Forest razed for
shrimp and crab
farming
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recently when grabbers set fire
to piles of felled mangrove trees
at night in an attempt to destroy
evidence of their illegal activities.

The incident, which defied a
Supreme Court ruling issued last
year, sparked public outrage and
led to criticism of the authorities
for their inaction.

The wupazila administration
said it has launched drives
against the encroachers.

On May 18, the Department of
Environment (DoE) filed a case
against 20 individuals, including
a local BNP leader and several
leaders and activists of the now-
banned Awami League, for
encroaching on at least 112 acres
of forest land.

Over the vyears, encroachers
have cleared over 3,000 acres of
Sonadia’s mangrove forest and
established 37 shrimp enclosures.
Last July, the DoE filed a case
against 26 individuals, mostly
linked to the AL, for grabbing
128 acres of forest land. That
move (emporarily halted the
encroachment.

However, the illegal activities
soon resumed.

On November 28 last year, the
SC upheld a High Court order
that directed the government to
immediately stop the destruction

of mangrove forests on Sonadia
and neighbouring areas.

Following a petition, the High
court on October 23 ordered
concerned government officials
to demolish all illegal shrimp
projects from Sonadia Island
and neighbouring areas, take
appropriate legal action against
those involved in the destruction
of the mangroves, and submit
a compliance report before this
court within 90 days.

SM  Rubel, journalist and
environment activist based in
Moheshkhali, said the latest
case filed by DoE significantly
underestimated the land
encroached by some influential
people.

He claimed that more than
1,000 acres of mangrove forest
had been razed since August 5.

“If you stand at the edge of the
razed area, you cannot see the
end of it,” said Rubel, one of the
12 petitioners in the HC case.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Md Hedayet Ullah said the latest
encroachments occurred after
the fall of the Al-led regime on
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<. A shrimp enclosure set up razing a section

of the mangrove forest in Sonadia Island.
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City Bank

ank Achieves the Highest
t Rating in Bangladesh

We are proud to announce that Credit Rating Agency of Bangladesh Ltd. (CRAB)
has upgraded City Bank’s long-term credit rating from AA1 to AAA — the highest
possible rating in the country.

This prestigious recognition reflects our: strong capital base; robust profitability; solid liquidity
and healthy funding profile; additional provisioning as cushion; nationwide presence through
our network and subsidiaries; and diverse and effective Board composition.

Our short-term rating remains at ST-1, the highest in its category.
For over three generations, City Bank has been a name of trust in Bangladesh’s financial landscape.

Stay with us — the journey continues.
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