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180,000 displaced in Gaza
Says UN migration agency after Israel begins renewed offensive; 

dozens of Palestinians killed in strikes 
AGENCIES

A renewed Israeli military offensive 
has forcibly displaced almost 180,000 
people in just 10 days through to May 
25, the International Organization 
for Migration said yesterday.

The statement on behalf of the 
Global Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management Cluster expressed deep 
alarm and denounced direct attacks 
on shelters, which it said had become 
“common”.

A UN spokesperson said that 
the work of a US-backed private 
humanitarian organisation tasked 
with distributing aid in Gaza is a 
distraction from what is needed such 
as the opening of crossing points, 

“We do not participate in this 
modality for the reasons given. 

It is a distraction from what is 
actually needed (...),” said Jens 
Laerke, spokesperson for the UN 
humanitarian office (OCHA), calling 
for the reopening of all crossings 
into Gaza and more Israeli approvals 
for emergency supplies.

Meanwhile, medical sources told 
Al Jazeera that dozens of people 
killed in Israeli attacks across Gaza 

since early yesterday.
Close ally Germany said Israel’s 

recent attacks in Gaza were inflicting 
a toll on civilians that could no longer 
be justified as a fight against Hamas.

Germany and Finland yesterday 
called for nations to “put pressure” 
on Israel to allow urgently-needed 
humanitarian aid into Gaza.

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz said humanitarian aid must 
be allowed into Gaza “immediately”, 
reports AFP.

“We must put pressure on Israel to 
ensure the aid truly reaches its target. 
But it is also crucial that Hamas must 
not prevent humanitarian aid from 
arriving,” he told reporters alongside 
Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo 
in Finland.

UK to spend 
billions to 
cut reliance 
on migrants
REUTERS, London

Britain will spend a 
record 3 billion pounds 
($4 billion) to boost 
training opportunities, the 
government said yesterday, 
part of a broader strategy 
to train locals to fill gaps 
in the labour market and 
reduce reliance on foreign 
workers.

The investment will 
“refocus the skills landscape 
towards young, domestic 
talent” by creating 120,000 
new training opportunities 
in key sectors such as 
construction, engineering, 
health and social care, 
and digital, a statement 
from the government’s 
education department said.

More than one in five 
working-age Britons do 
not have a job and are 
not seeking one, with the 
latest official data showing 
the inactivity rate at 21.4 
percent, having steadily 
risen since the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Asean unveils 
plan to integrate 
its economies
REUTERS, Kualalumpur

The Southeast Asian bloc Asean yesterday 
announced an ambitious strategic plan that 
includes harmonising trade standards and greater 
financial integration in an effort to collectively 
become the world’s fourth-largest economy.

The five-year, 41-page plan for the 10-member 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, released 
during a leaders’ summit in Malaysia, calls for 
increased regional trade, freer movement of 
businesses and people, enhanced transparency 
and regulatory practices and sustainable mining, 
industry and farming policies to attract foreign 
investment.

The plan said Asean countries - Indonesia, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Brunei 
- must deepen their economic integration, pursue 
energy security, boost transport connectivity and 
strengthen supply chains.

“Carrying on with business as usual will not 
suffice for this highly dynamic economic region,” 
the plan said. “For Asean to become the fourth-
largest global economy by 2045, countries in 
the region will need to deepen their economic 
integration and enhance their agility to address 
multifaceted challenges.”

The document identified several challenges 
for Asean’s economic integration ranging from 
geopolitical tensions, shifting trade flows and 
technological transformation to climate change 
impacts and demographic shifts.

Putin threatens 
to ‘throttle’ 
Western firms
AFP, Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday 
threatened to “throttle” Western firms remaining 
in Russia and acting against its interests, as part 
of Moscow’s effort to beef up domestic software 
development.

“We need to throttle them. I completely 
agree, and I say this without hesitation,” he 
said in response to a businessman’s call to curb 
the activities of US tech companies Zoom and 
Microsoft. Many Western firms significantly 
wound down their activities in Russia after 
Moscow launched offensive on Ukraine.

Ready to hold peace 
talks with India
Says Pak PM; Delhi approves 
stealth fighter programme
AGENCIES

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday 
evening expressed his willingness to talk with India to 
resolve ongoing disputes between the two countries, 
including the Kashmir issue and water security, during 
his visit to Iran.

Meanwhile, India’s defence minister has approved a 
framework for building the country’s most advanced 
stealth fighter jet, the defence ministry said yesterday.

India’s Aeronautical Development Agency will 
shortly invite initial interest from defence firms for 
developing a prototype of the warplane, it said.

US space 
shield ‘nuke 
war scenario’
Says North Korea

AFP, Seoul

North Korea yesterday 
slammed US President 
Donald Trump’s 
“Golden Dome” missile 
shield plan as a “very 
dangerous” threat that 
could spark nuclear war 
in space.

Trump announced 
new details and initial 
funding for the missile 
shield system last week, 
calling it “very important 
for the success and even 
survival of our country”.

The initiative faces 
significant technical 
and political challenges, 
according to analysts.

Sudan cholera 
outbreak kills 
172 in 1 week
AFP, Port Sudan

A cholera outbreak has 
killed over 170 people 
across Sudan in one 
week, health authorities 
said yesterday, amid 
a collapse of basic 
infrastructure after over 
two years of brutal war.

Sudan’s health 
ministry reported 
more than 2,700 
infections and 172 
deaths within one week, 
with 90 percent of 
cases concentrated in 
Khartoum.

In recent weeks, 
the capital’s water and 
electricity supply has 
been severely disrupted 
by drone strikes blamed 
on the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces, at 
war with the army since 
April 2023. Cases were 
also reported in the 
country’s south, centre 
and north.

Palestinians throw objects at Israeli army vehicles during a raid in the heart of Nablus, in the occupied West Bank, yesterday. Israeli forces 
also raided foreign exchange stores in several West Bank cities, including Ramallah and Nablus, accusing their parent company of having 
‘connections with terrorist organizations,’ according to an army closure notice. PHOTO: AFP

US-backed aid group begins 
Gaza operations

Israeli attacks no longer 
justifiable as battle against 
Hamas: Germany


