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UK to spend
billions to

cut reliance
on migrants

REUTERS, London

Britain will spend a
record 3 billion pounds
($4  billion) o boost
training opportunities, the
government said yesterday,
part of a broader strategy
to train locals to fill gaps
in the labour market and
reduce reliance on foreign
workers.

The investment will
“refocustheskillslandscape
towards young, domestic
talent” by creating 120,000
new raining opportunities
in key sectors such as
construction, engineering,
health and social care,
and digital, a statement
from the government’s
education department said.

More than one in five
working-age Britons do
not have a job and are
not seeking one, with the
latest official data showing
the inactivity rate at 214
percent, having steadily
risen since the Covid-19
pandemic.

Palestinians throw objects at Israeli army vehicles during a raid in the heart of Nablus, in the occupied West Bank, yesterday. Israeli forces
also raided foreign exchange stores in several West Bank cities, including Ramallah and Nablus, accusing their parent company of having
‘connections with terrorist organizations,” according to an army closure notice.

180,000 displaced in Gaza

Says UN migration agency after Israel begins renewed offensive;
dozens of Palestinians killed in strikes

AGENCIES

A renewed Israeli military offensive
hasforcibly displaced almost 180,000
people in just 10 days through to May
25, the International Organization

for Migration said yesterday.

The statement on behalf of the
Global Camp Coordination and Camp
Management Cluster expressed deep
alarm and denounced direct attacks
on shelters, which it said had become

“common”.

A UN spokesperson said that
the work of a US-backed private
humanitarian organisation tasked
with distributing aid in Gaza is a
distraction from what is needed such
as the opening of crossing points,

“We do not participate in this
modality for the reasons given.

¢ US-backed aid group begins
(Gaza operations

D lIsraeli attacks no longer
justifiable as battle against
Hamas: Germany

It is a distraction from what is
actually needed (..),” said Jens
Laerke, spokesperson for the UN
humanitarian office (OCHA), calling
for the reopening of all crossings
into Gaza and more Israeli approvals
for emergency supplies.

Meanwhile, medical sources told
Al Jazeera that dozens of people
killed in Israeli attacks across Gaza

since early yesterday.

Close ally Germany said Israel’s
recent attacks in Gaza were inflicting
a toll on civilians that could no longer
be justified as a fight against Hamas.

Germany and Finland yesterday
called for nations to “put pressure”
on Israel to allow urgently-needed
humanitarian aid into Gaza.

German
Merz said humanitarian aid must
be allowed into Gaza “immediately”,
reports AFP.

“We must put pressure on Israel to
ensure the aid truly reaches its target.
Butitis also crucial that Hamas must
not prevent humanitarian aid from
arriving,” he told reporters alongside
Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo
in Finland.

Chancellor  Friedrich
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Ready to hold peace

talks with India

Says Pak PM; Delhi approves
stealth fighter programme

evening expressed his willingness to talk with India to
resolve ongoing disputes between the two countries,
including the Kashmir issue and water security, during
his visit to Iran.

Meanwhile, India’s defence minister has approved a
framework for building the country’s most advanced
stealth fighter jet, the defence ministry said yesterday.

India’s Aeronautical Development Agency will
shortly invite initial interest from defence firms for
developing a prototype of the warplane, it said.

Patchworks won’t do

FROM PAGE 12

percent, capital machinery
imports have declined by
22 percent, indicating that
growth is coming from
existing capacity rather than
new investments.

“To generate jobs and
sustain growth, we need (o
reignite private investment,
but that cannot happen
without institutional trust
and policy predictability,”
Rahman said.

He cautioned that the
interim government is largely
continuing its predecessor’s
policies,  with ~ minimal
progress in implementing
structural reforms.

As the government has
already spent over nine
months in office, it can now
provide a specific timeframe
for the election, which could
contribute to overall stability,
said Fahmida.

“It would be a prudent
decision for the government,
whether the election is held in
December, January, February,
or March. I believe the time
has come to announce a
specific date. The time has
come to provide a clear and
fixed schedule,” she added.

Mustafizur Rahman
believes that along with
announcing an  election
timeframe, the government
should also address various
existing issues that are acting
as barriers Lo investment.

“The government has said
that the election will be held
sometime between December
and June. But that’s extremely
vague. No specific timeline
has been given. We are now
in May, so either the election
will be held within the next
nine months or it could take
up to 15 months. That's not a
clear commitment,” he said.

“Also, no one is saying that
simply holding an election will
suddenly propel Bangladesh
into a high-growth trajectory.
That’s not the message we're
giving,” he said.

“What we are saying
is that there are several
critical reforms that must
begin now. If we can carry
out meaningful banking
reforms, tackle illicit financial
outllows effectively, and
restructure the NBR properly,
then we’ll begin (o see results
over time.”

Speakers at the CPD
event noted that export
growth depends on the next
government’s commitment
to reform.

The CPD also projected
inflation to remain high
through FY2025-26,
surpassing the government’s
6-7 percent target.

Since April 2023, inflation
has hovered above 9 percent,
driven by weak supply chains,

high import costs, and
market distortions.
Without structural

changes, the CPD warned,
inflation ~ will  continue
eroding the real incomes of
low and fixed-income groups.

It cautioned that replacing
the current 5 percent special
incentive for public servants
with a dearness allowance in
FY2025-26 could increase
inflationary pressure. The
proposed move would raise
public spending by about Tk
7,000 crore.

While it may offer
temporary relief to public
servants, the CPD said it
risks further fiscal stress
and overlooks the broader
workforce in the private and

informal sectors.
The think tank also
highlighted Bangladesh’s

banking sector crisis, which it
said is plagued by rising non-
performing loans and weak
regulatory oversight.

Fahmida described the
sector as being stuck in
“institutional quicksand,”
criticised the dual regulatory
authority of the finance
ministry and Bangladesh
Bank, and called for a single,
independent financial
watchdog.

According [70) CPD,
defaulted loans have more
than doubled over the past
five years -- from Tk 1.26 lakh
crore in Q2 of 2020 to Tk
3.45 lakh crore in Q2 of 2025.
This amount is nearly four
times the national education
budget and eight times the
health budget.

Termed the upcoming
Y2026 budget a “make-or-
break” moment, CPD said
revenue  collection  grew
by only 5.3 percent in the
first seven months of the
fiscal year, far below the 13.7
percent growth seen the
previous year.
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1116567 | Soil test & topographic survey work at
Bagerhat 132/33kV grid sub-station under
GMD-Khulna {South).

Soil test & topographic survey work at
Satkhira 132/33kV grid sub-station under
GMD-Khulna {South)

Supplying,  installation,  ftesting  and |
commissioning of 2 nos 5 kWp on-grid solar |
system at Mongla and Satkhira 132/33kV grid i
sub-station under GMD-Khulna {South).
Supplying of fire extinguisher for different grid
sub-stations under GMD-Khulna (South).
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22 June 2025
at 16:00

23 June 2025
at 16:00
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Leftist orgs
condemn
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Shimul Kumbhakar,
general secretary of a
faction of Bangladesh
Chhatra Union, said, “We
saw that the government
has acquitted ATM
Azharul, who was said
to be a commander of
the Al-Badr force during
the Liberation War. Now
they’re claiming he actually

supported Bangladesh.”
“We condemn the
interim government

for trying to rewrite
history 54 years after our
independence,” he added.

Protesters said police
attempted to stop
them at the Shahbagh
intersection, but they
broke through the barrier
and continued the march
to the Raju Bhaskarjya.

Khalid Monsur, officer-
in-charge of Shahbagh
Police Station, denied the
allegation.

Meanwhile, the Left
Democratic Alliance issued
a statement condemning
the interim government
over Azharul’s acquittal.

The statement said
the trials of individuals
associated  with Al
Badr and  Al-Shams
-~ forces that opposed
the Liberation War and
committed crimes against
humanity -~  remain
incomplete.

Even decades later,
when the trial started,
many convicted
individuals’ sentences
could not be executed
due to the previous fascist
government’s political
agenda, it added.

The left-leaning
Gonotantrik Chhatra Jote
also rejected the verdict,
saying it raises serious
questions  about  the
court’s neutrality.

At Rajshahi University,
two leftist students were
injured in the clash.

According (o
witnesses, the clash took
place around 8:00pm at
the university’s Paribahan
Chattar, as left-leaning
students were preparing
to hold a torch procession
protesting the verdict.
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