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2 SIs stabbed 
during anti-
narcotics drive
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two policemen were 
stabbed allegedly by drug 
dealers during an anti-
narcotics drive in the 
capital’s Sayedabad rail line 
area on Friday night.

Faisal Ahmed, officer-
in-charge of Wari Police 
Station, said a police team 
from the station conducted 
the drive around 9:45pm 
and detained one person.

He said as the team was 
escorting the detainee 
away, a group of suspected 
drug dealers attempted to 
snatch him and attacked 
the police, he said.

Kawsar Ahmed, 32, and 
Moniruzzaman, 30, were 
admitted to Rajarbagh 
Police Lines Hospital.

Police detained three 
people in this connection.

Woman dies 
after bike 
hits divider
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Munshiganj

A woman died after a 
motorcycle hit a road 
divider on the Dhaka-
Mawa Expressway 
in Munshiganj’s 
Sreenagar upazila 
yesterday.

The accident took 
place in the Hasara 
area, said Dewan Azad 
Hossain, station officer 
at the Sreenagar Fire 
Service.

The victim, Sakila 
Akter, who was riding 
pillion, suffered critical 
injuries in the crash, 
while her husband, 
Shakib Gazi, the rider, 
was also injured. 

A fire service team 
rescued the couple 
and took them to 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital, where doctors 
declared Sakila dead, 
the official added.

GRAFT ALLEGATIONS

Travel ban on Asif 
Mahmud’s former 
APS Moazzem
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday issued a travel ban on 
Md Moazzem Hossain, former assistant private 
secretary (APS) to LGRD and Youth and Sports 
Adviser Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain over 
corruption allegations. 

Judge Md Zakir Hossain of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Senior Special Judge’s Court passed the order 
following an application from Anti-Corruption 
Commission Assistant Director Minu Akter Sumi.

According to the application, Moazzem 
allegedly amassed a large sum of money through 
extortion, tender manipulation, and irregularities 
in procurement and transfer-related activities.

“The ACC official came to know from a credible 
source that Moazzem was attempting to flee the 
country. If he flees, inquiry into the allegations 
brought against him might be hampered. So, an 
order is needed to prevent him from doing so,” 
said the ACC in her application.

The court also directed the ACC to take steps 
to block Moazzem’s national identity card and to 
send copies of the order to the Special Branch of 
police in Dhaka’s Malibagh and EC Secretariat, 
Agargaon, for the next course of action.
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Jamuna erosion 
takes serious turn 
in Shahzadpur
AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, back from Sirajganj

Ainul Haque, 70, a retired primary school teacher 
in Sayedpur village under Shahzadpur upazila of 
Sirajganj, lost his house to Jamuna river’s erosion 
five times in last 30 years.

On last Wednesday, the river devoured his house 
yet again, for the sixth time.

“A crack appeared in the riverbank near the 
house all of a sudden on Wednesday noon, and 
by the evening, everything was gone. My family 
members and I only managed to save our lives, 
nothing else,” Ainul added.

“At least five houses were devoured by Jamuna 
while some 10-15 houses were relocated from 
riverbank, including mine, in last couple of weeks,” 
said Md Niam Uddin Bepari, a resident of the village.

“When I built my house four years ago, the river 
was at least 500 metres away. Now it has moved 
close to my doorstep,” he added.

Not only Sayedpur village, but also at least 5-6 
spots in neighbouring Koijuri Bazar, Haatpachil, 
Dhitpur and Kurshi villages in the upazila have 
become vulnerable to river erosion.

Sonatoni union in the upazila has been the worst 
affected in the recent spell of Jamuna’s erosion.

Md Kamruzzaman, Shahzadpur upazila 
nirbahi officer, said they would begin relief work if 
necessary.

Md Najmul Hossain, sub-divisional engineer of 
Bangladesh Water Development Board in Sirajganj, 
said a Tk 651 crore project to develop 8-km flood 
protection embankment and 6.5-km riverbank 
protection is undergoing from Enayetpur to 
Haatpachil area of Shahzadpur upazila to mitigate 
river erosion.

“Upon completion of the project, likely by 2026, 
entire Shahzadpur upazila will be protected from 
Jamuna’s erosion,” he added.

Contacted, Md Mokhlesur Rahman, executive 
engineer of BWDB in Sirajganj, said most of the 
erosion hit areas of Sonatoni union are remote 
shoal lands that are located beyond the riverbank 
protection work.

“As the river is swelling up, riverbank areas along 
the shoals have been eroding, which is natural. 
However, there is no damage in the protected areas 
along the riverbank,” he added.

Just one hour of rainfall left this area in Rajshahi city waterlogged, with water entering alleyways and 
residential buildings. Locals alleged that poor drainage system was the major cause for constant waterlogging 
woes. The photo was taken from Baharampur area yesterday. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN


