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BNP will support July victims if elected
FROM PAGE 3

martyrs “whose blood laid 
the foundation for this 
[interim] government”.

He said the freedom 
people enjoy today is 
owed to the sacrifices of 
individuals like the late 
Arman Molla.

“It is heartbreaking that 
the children of a person 

who gave his life for the 
country’s freedom have 
to live in an orphanage 
instead of their home,” 
Rizvi said.

“We came here to stand 
by Arman’s family. After 
the incident was reported 
in the media, BNP’s acting 
chairman Tarique Rahman 
took notice and took 

responsibility for the family. 
He sent us here on behalf 
of the ‘Amra BNP Poribar’ 
initiative,” he added.

On July 21 last year, 
Arman Molla was shot 
dead on the spot while 
participating in a protest 
in front of the Shilmandi 
Union Parishad in 
Narsingdi.

Arman’s wife, Salma 
Begum, has since been 
struggling to support 
their three minor children. 
She has placed her elder 
daughter, Mahi, 10, and son 
Rafi, 7, in an orphanage, 
while she continues to live 
in extreme hardship with 
her youngest daughter 
Afra, 3.
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Meril Prothom-Alo Awards 2024
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an embroidered shawl. 
Hayat dedicated the 

award to his wife, Shirin 
Hayat, and expressed 
gratitude to his family and 
colleagues, underscoring 
the collective nature of his 
success.

Other major awards 
included the web series 
“Rongila Kitab” clinching 
the Critics’ Choice for 
Best Web Series, while 
Salzar Rahman was 
named Best Screenwriter 
for “Kalpurush”. Nuhash 
Humayun won Best 
Director award for his web 
series “Dui Shaw”.

Mosharraf Karim was 
recognised as Best Actor in 
the web series category for 
“Adhunik Bangla Hotel”, 
with Zinnat Ara taking 
Best Actress for “Sinpaat”.

Jahid Preetom won 
Best Director for “Buk 
Pocket-er Golpo” under 
the limited-length fiction 
segment, while Subrata 
Sanjib won Best Screenplay 
for “Rod Brishtir Golpo”. 
Tasnia Farin’s role in 
“Poroshpor” earned her the 
Best Actress award, while 
Khairul Basar took Best 
Actor for his performances 
in “Poroshpor” and “Rod 
Brishtir Golpo” in the same 

category.
“Priyo Maloti” won three 

major accolades, claiming 
the awards for Best Feature 
Film, while it’s director 
Shangkha Dasgupta was 
honoured as Best Director 
and actress Mehazabien 
Chowdhury took home 
the Best Actress award. 
Mamnun Hasan Emon 
claimed the Best Actor 
award in the same category 
for his role in “Maya”.

A documentary titled 
“Megastar Shakib Khan”, 
celebrating 25 years of 
Shakib Khan in cinema, 
was also screened at the 
event.

RU renames 12 structures
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Other changes include 
renaming the Faculty of 
Agriculture Building to 
Agriculture Building, 
Sheikh Russell Model 
School to Rajshahi 
University Model School, 
Kajla Gate to Shaheed 
Sakib Anjum Gate, and 
Binodpur Gate to Shaheed 
Ali Raihan Gate.

Asked about the 
relevance of the new 
names, the acting registrar 
said, “We have seen 
students demanding the 
renaming of the Mujib 
Hall. Although they didn’t 
have the formal authority 
to make that decision, 
we tried to understand 
the pulse of the students. 
Since a male dormitory 

was renamed Bijoy-24, we 
named a female dormitory 
July-36 to maintain 
parity. As for the other 
changes, we prioritised 
universality.”

However, several 
students expressed dismay 
over the matter.

Salahuddin Ammar, 
former coordinator of 
the Students Against 
Discrimination, said while 
the university requires 
structural and policy 
reforms, the administration 
seems preoccupied with 
renaming buildings.

 He also said students 
were not consulted before 
taking the decision and 
added that the new 
names reflect “short-
sightedness”.

He added, “Are the 
university admins 
devaluing 1971? Tajuddin 
Ahmad and Syed Nazrul 
Islam -- they are the 
heroes of 1971. Generations 
should know about their 
contribution.”

Wazed Shishir Ovi, a 
student and secretary of 
the RU Student Federation, 
said, “The decision to 
rename these places is 
concerning. While the 
administration fails to 
address pressing issues 
such as accommodation 
shortages, lack of 
classrooms, insufficient 
research, inadequate 
faculty recruitment, 
campus safety, and the 
absence of a democratic 
environment, they 

are instead focusing 
on controversial and 
unnecessary name 
changes.”

On February 6, 
several students 
protesting the previous 
names dismantled 
the nameplates of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Hall, 
Sheikh Fazilatunnesa 
Mujib Hall, Sheikh Russell 
Model School, Sheikh 
Kamal Stadium, and the 
under-construction AHM 
Kamaruzzaman and 
Sheikh Hasina Halls.

Following the incident, 
the RU administration 
formed a seven-member 
committee on March 6 
for naming and renaming 
university structures.

Hefazat calls for unity, patience
FROM PAGE 3

prayers, demanding the 
dissolution of the Women’s 
Affairs Reform Commission 
and cancellation of 
its report, which they 
claimed contained 
recommendations against 
the Quran.

Mamunul said they 
would not allow any anti-
Islamic proposals and would 
soon launch a movement to 
ensure that women receive 
their rightful share of 
inheritance.

He also urged the 
government to announce a 

clear roadmap for the next 
general election within a 
reasonable timeframe and 
ensure visible progress in 
the trial of the ousted prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina and 
her cabinet members.

“Professor Yunus is 
currently in power and, 
Inshallah, will remain so 
until necessary reforms 
are completed and a 
general election is held 
within a reasonable 
timeframe. I hope he will 
not entertain, let alone 
implement, any improper 
recommendations from the 

Women’s Affairs Reform 
Commission,” he added.

Other Hefazat leaders 
demanded the immediate 
withdrawal of all cases 
filed against their leaders 
and activists during the 
previous regime.

Hefazat Secretary General 
Sajedur Rahman said, “A 
section of women have tried 
to brand us as misogynistic, 
but we are not. We want 
the just rights of women as 
described in Islam.”

“We are not against 
women; we want to ensure 
their rights,” he added.

Ishraque vows
FROM PAGE 3

the formation of zonal 
monitoring teams involving 
former councillors and past 
election candidates.

He also expressed 
willingness to personally 
join conservancy workers 
on the ground.

Earlier on Thursday, the 
High Court cleared the 
way for him to take oath as 
DSCC mayor.

The ruling, issued 
by Justice Md Akram 
Hossain Chowdhury and 
Justice Debashish Roy 
Chowdhury, rejected a writ 
petition seeking a stay on 
the Election Commission’s 
decision to declare him as 
the mayor of DSCC.

On March 27, Ishraque 
was declared the winner in 
the 2020 mayoral election 
against Awami League 
candidate Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh by an election 
tribunal.

Rain spurs fear
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the number is likely to 
rise as the rainy season 
continues.

“We are currently 
managing dengue patients 
in general wards, but 
dedicated wards will be 
set up if the patient load 
increases,” he said.

He advised that anyone 
diagnosed with fever 
should immediately 
consult a doctor and get 
a dengue test, following 
prescribed treatments. 
Keeping well-hydrated 
is crucial, with coconut 
water, saline, fruit juices, 
and homemade drinks 
recommended to maintain 
hydration and provide 
essential vitamins and 
minerals to aid recovery.

Six killed
FROM PAGE 3

SI Kamrul Hasan of 
Madhupur (Elenga) 
Highway Police Outpost 
confirmed the incident.

A torn electric wire 
came into contact with 
the bus and electrocuted 
one person, while another 
passenger inside the bus was 
crushed to death, he said.

Locals rescued the 
injured and took them to 
Tangail General Hospital, 
he added.

In Kishoreganj, two 
people were killed and 
at least 10 others injured 
as the driver of a timber-
laden truck lost control 
over steering and rammed 
the vehicle into a local 
kitchen market after 
crashing into two CNG-run 
auto-rickshaws in Bhairab 
upazila at around 7:00am.

The incident took place 
at Akbarnagar Bus Stand 
Bazaar area, adjacent to 
the Kishoreganj-Bhairab 
regional highway in 
Kalikaprashad union under 
the upazila, said Sahabur 
Rahman, officer-in-charge 
of Bhairab Highway Police 
Station.

The deceased were 
identified as Angur Mia, 45, 
and Halim Mia, 60, both 
local residents.

Halim Mia, who was 
selling poultry in the 
market, died on the 
spot. Several others were 
seriously injured and taken 
to Bhairab Upazila Health 
Complex, where doctors 
declared Angur Mia dead.

One critically injured 
person was referred to 
DMCH for advanced 
treatment. “Responding to 
a call made to the national 
emergency service number 
999, highway police rushed 
to the spot and seized the 
truck. However, the driver 
and his assistant managed 
to flee,” the OC added.

After school, children rush to this waterbody to catch small fish using nets. Following heavy rainfall over the 
past few days, fresh water has entered the waterbody in Sylhet, making it easier for people to wade in and 
catch fish. The photo was taken at Shimulkandi village of Sadar upazila yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR


