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found dead in the Lathitila 
forest area, with another 
discovered in Binandapur -- 
bringing the total number of 
primate deaths in the region 
to 10 since May last year.

“If this continues, we fear 
Lathitila and Madhabkunda 
forests may soon lose their 
remaining wildlife. The 
biodiversity of the area is 
under severe threat,” said 
environmentalist Abid 
Hussain. “In 2023, the Forest 
Department submitted 
a formal request to the 
Barlekha zonal office of 
Moulvibazar Palli Bidyut 
Samiti to insulate all power 
lines passing through forest 
areas, but no substantial 
action has been taken.”

Sabit Hasan, lead 
researcher of the Phayre’s 
Langur Research and 
Conservation Project, 
said multiple threats 
are contributing to 
the species’ decline, 
including indiscriminate 
deforestation, trafficking, 
use in traditional medicine, 
hunting, and electrocution.

He also warned that the 
removal of tree canopies 
along roads is increasing the 
risk of accidents for animals.

“To protect these 
endangered monkeys, 
electric wires inside forests 
must be wrapped with non-
conductive materials such 
as rubber, and the canopy 
connectivity between 
roadside trees must be 
preserved. Additionally, 
future forestation efforts 
should prioritise planting 
gum-yielding trees, which 
are a vital food source for 
Phayre’s Langurs,” he said.

Contacted, Dr Jahangir 
Alam, divisional forest 
officer of Wildlife and Nature 
Conservation in Sylhet, said 
the local forest office was not 
officially informed about the 
latest incident. “However, I 
have written to REB several 
times requesting them to 
insulate the open wires. 
They have promised to do so 
in phases. I will be following 
up with them again. We do 
not want to witness further 
wildlife deaths,” he added.

Khursed Alam, 
a spokesperson for 
the Patharia Wildlife 
Conservation Team, said, 

“Electricity infrastructure 
must coexist responsibly 
with nature. Wildlife 
habitats are not secondary 
to development; they are 
essential to the ecological 
balance and biodiversity of 
our nation. If prompt action 
is not taken, we may soon 
witness the irreversible loss 
of species that once thrived 
in our forests,” he said.

ABM Mizanur Rahman, 
general manager of the 
Moulvibazar Palli Bidyut 
Samiti office, said he had 
received the letter.

“People need to be given 
electricity. Wild animals also 
need to be preserved. We are 
investigating the issue and 
have visited the spots. After 
surveying in this regard, 
steps will be taken for 
non-conductive electrical 
wiring.”
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important -- more so than 
many others,” she said. 

Murshid also said 413 of 
the 423 recommendations 
have received broad 
support and are under 
active consideration. 

“My ministry, along 
with relevant experts, is 
currently selecting which 
of these can be realistically 
implemented within the 
limited time we have. We 
are committed to enacting 
as many as possible.”

She also said it is 
important to break social 
taboos and fear around 
discussing sensitive issues.

Speaking at the event, 
Environment Adviser Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan said the 
women’s rights movement 
is not the result of just nine 
months of work but has 
grown from many years of 
activism and struggle.

“The issues we haven’t 
been able to resolve in 
decades cannot be expected 
to be solved overnight. If a 
formal process to address 
them has finally begun, 
it must be allowed to 
continue,” she said.

As the process unfolds, 
there will naturally be 
obstacles, and those will 
spark debate over whether 
such resistance is justified or 
not. It is only through that 
debate and engagement 
that real change can take 
root, she said.

“If we expect immediate, 
straightforward solutions 
without working through 
the process, then there’s no 
guarantee the change will 
be sustainable,” she added.

She said while 
punishment can be a 
deterrent to violence 
against women, the deeper 
and more lasting solution 
lies in transforming the 
values of society itself.

TIB Executive Director 
Dr Iftekharuzzaman 
criticised the interim 
government’s silence 
amid backlash against 
the commission’s 
recommendations. 

He criticised the key 
government figures, 
including the chief adviser, 
for not taking a clear 
stance on the issue despite 
championing women’s 
rights for years

He asked whether those 
who led or supported the 
violent campaign against 
the commission now hold 
political influence within 
the government.

“If that is the case, has 
the government become 
hostage to them?” he asked.

“We strongly protest this 
and demand a clear and 
specific response from the 
government,” he added. 

Manusher Jonno 
Foundation Executive 
Director Shaheen Anam 
said last week, thousands 
of people -- women and 
men from both the hills 
and the plains, including 
women with disability and 
sex workers -- united to 
demand equal rights.

“As long as society 
does not treat women 
equally, whether at home, 
in communities, or at 
the state level, they will 
continue to be undervalued 
and denied their rightful 
dignity,” she said. 

“The high rates of 
domestic abuse show that 
women lack respect in 
their own homes. Child 
marriages reveal that 
young women are not given 
the honour, dignity, or 
importance they deserve, 
and are simply pushed 
through without care. 
That’s why we demand 
equal rights,” she added. 

Legal expert Shahdeen 
Malik said in the past 
12–15 years, “We want the 
death penalty” has become 
a common slogan. But 
research shows that harsher 
punishments often lead to 
lower conviction rates.

He pointed out that 
Bangladesh still follows 
the 1837 British-era Penal 
Code. It had six death 
penalty provisions, which 
have now grown to 38, 
showing a trend towards 

normalising extreme 
punishments.

“Justice should aim 
to prevent crime and 
reform offenders, not take 
revenge,” he said. He cited 
a 2016–17 study where 
rape conviction rates fell 
to 3 percent after stricter 
laws were introduced, 
with 2 percent of those 
overturned in higher 
courts.

He suggested that 
moderate and enforceable 
sentences, like 7 years in 
prison, might be more 
effective than life terms or 
the death penalty.

Nijera Kori coordinator 
Khushi Kabir strongly 
criticised the use of 
religion to spread 
misogynistic rhetoric 
and hate speech through 
sermons, emphasising the 
urgent need for a clear and 
unequivocal stance on the 
issue. 

DIG Taptun Nasreen 
said while Bangladesh 
has strong laws to protect 
women, weak enforcement 
and slow trials, often 
lasting 5 to 7 years, are 
major issues. 

Victims and witnesses 
often drop out due to 
pressure, lack of support, 
or delays, Nasreen said.

The event ended with a 
declaration which called 
for zero tolerance of 
violence against women 
and children, urging legal 
reforms, faster justice, and 
an end to misogynistic 
propaganda. 

It demanded safe 
workplaces, equal pay, 
stronger child marriage 
laws, better crisis 
support, and access 
to education. It also 
stressed the need to resist 
politicisation, strengthen 
law enforcement, and 
improve coordination for 
protection.

The event was 
moderated by CAMPE 
executive director Rasheda 
K Chowdhury and presided 
over by economist Hossain 
Zillur Rahman. 
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leaders called on the 
Department of Inspection 
for Factories and 
Establishments to take 
necessary action in this 
regard.

Speakers also expressed 
frustration that the 
minimum wage declared 
in 2018 has yet to be 
implemented six years on.

They demanded 
immediate formation of 
a new wage board and 
declaration of a minimum 
monthly wage of Tk 30,000.

“Shipbreaking workers 
toil under extremely 
hazardous conditions. 
Yet, they are consistently 
denied fair wages. We urge 
yard owners to clear all 
dues before Eid, including 
the festival allowance 
equivalent to one month’s 
basic salary, and full 
payment of wages for May,” 
said Tapan Dutta, convener 
of the forum.

Momtaz
FROM PAGE 4

Harirampur Police Station 
area around 11:00am.

Momtaz was brought to 
the court from Kashimpur 
High Security Central Jail 
in Gazipur around 8:30am.

As she was taken to 
the court, BNP lawyers 
and activists staged a 
protest demanding her 
punishment. A scuffle 
broke out between the 
activists and police.

Following the remand 
hearings, eggs and shoes 
were hurled at Momtaz as 
she was being escorted to 
a prison van under tight 
security, eyewitnesses 
said.

Diliruzzaman
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hundreds of demonstrators 
-- mostly students -- 
demanded the removal of 
“pro-Awami League fascist 
judges”.

The 12 judges barred 
from judicial duty are 
Justice Md Ataur Rahman 
Khan, Justice Naima 
Haider, Justice Sheikh 
Hassan Arif, Justice 
Muhammad Khurshid 
Alam Sarkar, Justice 
Ashish Ranjan Das, Justice 
Khizir Hayat, Justice SM 
Maniruzzaman, Justice 
Diliruzzaman, Justice Md 
Akhtaruzzaman, Justice 
Shahed Nuruddin, Justice 

Md Aminul Islam, and 
Justice SM Masud Hossain 
Dolon.

The Supreme Judicial 
Council, led by Chief Justice 
Syed Refaat Ahmed, has 
been conducting inquiries 
into some of these judges.

Diliruzzaman was 
appointed as an additional 
judge on May 31, 2018, and 
confirmed as a regular 
judge on May 30, 2020. He 
had been leading a judicial 
commission investigating 
the deaths during the July 
uprising last year, including 
that of Abu Sayed. The 
interim government later 
scrapped the commission.

Bird strikes cost Biman
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made an emergency 
landing at the Dhaka airport 
following a bird strike on its 
second engine.

The flight, carrying 11 
crew and 280 passengers, 
was going to Istanbul, 
Turkish Airlines said.

According to the Dhaka 
Airport Traffic Control, 
engine 2 caught fire 
immediately after take-off.

In the letter, Biman also 
said the primary species 
contributing to this issue 
is the Black Kite. These 
scavenging birds are often 
found around runways and 
taxiways, where they feed 
on insects.

The grassy areas 
surrounding our airfields 
provide an ideal hunting 
ground for them, especially 
after rain.

During the winter months 
when they congregate on the 
warm tarmac and runways, 
this behaviour significantly 
increases the risk of bird 
strikes.

To mitigate this 
hazard, Biman proposed 
implementing several 
strategies.

For instance, 
maintaining shorter 
vegetation, as practised 
in airports worldwide, 

can reduce the insect 
population, which is an 
easy food source for birds.

Additionally, airfields 
such as Singapore utilise 
light pesticides to control 
insect populations, thereby 
indirectly managing bird 
activity. 

Adopting similar 
measures at the airports 
in Bangladesh could 
markedly decrease the risk 
of bird strikes, Biman also 
suggested.

“Additionally, it is 
essential to highlight the 
financial implications of 
bird strikes for Biman. Due 
to a shortage of aircraft, we 
often struggle to maintain 
schedules, leading to 
substantial indirect costs,” 
read the letter.

Biman said CAAB’s 
prompt action is necessary 
to address the bird strike 
hazard, which is crucial for 
the safety of the airline’s 
operations and its financial 
health.

Contacted, the CAAB 
chairman said, “Although 
we are taking every 
possible measure, it’s a 
big challenge to deter 
birds due to uncontrolled 
waste and garbage places 
surrounding different 
places of the airport.”

Met office forecasts
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across Southwestern part 
of Bangladesh, it added.

For the 24-hour period 
forecast commencing 
9:00am yesterday, BMD 
said light to moderate 
rain or thunder showers 
with lightning flashes and 
temporary gusty wind is 
likely to occur at many 
places over Rangpur, 
Mymensingh and Sylhet 
divisions; at a few places 
over Dhaka and Rajshahi 
divisions and at one or two 
places over Khulna, Barishal 
and Chattogram divisions 
with moderately heavy to 
heavy rainfalls at places 

over Rangpur, Mymensingh 
and Sylhet divisions.

The bulletin said a mild 
heat wave is sweeping over 
Madaripur, Pabna, Khulna, 
Jashore, Chuadanga, 
Kushtia and Satkhira 
districts and it may continue.

On Wednesday, 
the country’s highest 
maximum temperature 
was 37.4 degrees Celsius in 
Jashore.

Meanwhile, the met 
office recorded highest 
110mm rainfall in Sylhet 
in the 24 hours till 
6:00am yesterday. Dhaka 
experienced 33mm 
rainfalls during the period.
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