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Stronger shield for women, children
FROM PAGE 12

Abu Nazam M Tanveer Hossain, a 
public policy specialist, shared his 
analysis of the new ordinance with 
The Daily Star. He noted that the 
extraterritorial application of section 
4 currently covers only Bangladeshi 
citizens in cases not involving devices 
physically located in Bangladesh. 
However, he argued, the law should 
extend to any Bangladeshi whose 
actions impact Bangladeshi citizens 
or society. For example, those 
instigating communal riots or 
operating online gambling platforms 
accessible from Bangladesh.

He appreciated section 20 for 
finally criminalising gambling in 
cyberspace, given that the Public 
Gambling Act of 1867 is outdated 
and ineffective in the digital era. He 
acknowledged that while different 
levels of punishment could be 
considered for those running such 
platforms and those participating, 
it is also reasonable to apply equal 
penalties since harm occurs only 
when someone engages with these 
platforms.

Regarding section 21, Hossain 
pointed out that the term “cyber 
fraud” is too broad. It can range 
from one-on-one digital scams to 
massive corporate crimes involving 
thousands of victims and billions 
of takas, such as the case of Ponzi 
trading app MTFE. He suggested 
categorising such crimes based on 
impact and assigning proportionate 
punishments. He also highlighted 
a lack of clarity between the Bangla 
terms “Cyber Jaliati” (cyber forgery) 

in section 21 and “Cyber Protarona” 
(cyber deception) in section 22, 
describing it as a potentially 
problematic overlap that should be 
addressed. He elaborated that while 
fraud is a broad term encompassing 
dishonest actions for unfair 
advantage, forgery is a more specific 
type of fraud involving falsified 
documents or signatures. Essentially, 
forgery is a tool to commit fraud.

In his view, section 23 “incorrectly” 
categorises identity fraud or 
theft under the same umbrella as 
cyber terrorism, Hossain said. He 
recommended moving identity theft 
to section 21 or 22, as it does not 
equate to acts of terrorism in severity 
or intent.

He praised section 8 for requiring 
a cyber tribunal’s approval within 
three days after removing or blocking 
any content. The content must 
be restored if such an approval is 
not secured within the stipulated 
time. This, Hossain said, provides a 
necessary safeguard against arbitrary 
censorship. He also welcomed the 
provision mandating the government 
to make the list of blocked content 
public, calling it a step towards 
transparency and public awareness. 

About section 26, Hossain 
commended the replacement of 
vague language like “hurting religious 
values” with a more precise term: 
“inflicting religious and communal 
hatred”. He said this brings clarity 
and improves legal interpretation.

He also welcomed the inclusion 
of crimes such as revenge porn, 
digital sexual abuse of minors, and 

sextortion under section 25. These 
additions, he believes, will have both 
immediate and long-term benefits for 
victims and enable law enforcement 
to take decisive action. The provision 
covering blackmail using such 
materials, he added, will serve as 
protection against honey trapping 
and assist in faster responses from 
authorities.

Hossain expressed support for 
section 40, which requires the 
affected individual, not others, to file 
a complaint under the ordinance. 
Citing past misuse of this provision 
under the previous law, he said the 
change, coupled with the removal of 
libel as a cybercrime, will help prevent 
abuse. It also shifts the burden of 
proof onto the complainant to 
demonstrate actual harm or impact.

Hossain praised section 43 
for granting proper legal status 
to forensic evidence, calling it a 
necessary and appropriate update.

Public servants won’t be forced to retire
FROM PAGE 1

“Now, the Legislative Division will review 
the matter, and after taking opinions 
from the four responsible advisers, the 
next steps will be taken. If the decision 
is implemented, the number of major 
penalties will be reduced from four to 
three.”

After assuming office, the interim 
government has sent dozens of officials 
from the civil administration and police 
into forced retirement. Rumours are 
rife at the Secretariat that more such 
actions may be on the cards. 

Amid this backdrop, the government 
has moved to finalise the “Public Service 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025”.

Stakeholders believe this marks the 
beginning of a major reform in the 
country’s civil service sector.

Under the existing Public Service 
Act, 2018, the government retains the 
authority to retire any government 
employee without justification, as long 
as the individual has completed 25 years 
of service. In such cases, the employee is 
entitled to full retirement benefits along 
with other applicable entitlements. 
Additionally, any government employee 
may voluntarily resign after 25 years of 
service and still receive full retirement 

benefits without needing to provide a 
reason.

The draft of the “Public Service 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025” 
proposes that government employees 
may be dismissed without an inquiry 
for allegations such as unauthorised 
absence, spreading discontent among 
colleagues, or breach of discipline.

The process would involve issuing 
two separate notices --- one with a five-
day deadline and another with a three-
day deadline.

The Advisory Council has 
recommended extending the notice 
period to two phases of seven working 
days each, totalling 14 working days, 
according to sources.

However, it will be determined 
after a meeting of the four responsible 
advisers whether the amended draft will 
be presented again before the Advisory 
Council or sent to the President for 
promulgation as an ordinance after 
informing the Council.

According to a source, Law Adviser 
Asif Nazrul, who is now abroad, will 
further scrutinise the proposed draft 
along with Food Adviser Ali Imam 
Majumder, Environment Adviser Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan, and Public Works 

Adviser Adilur Rahman Khan.
TWO NEW DRAFT ORDINANCES

The Advisory Council, at yesterday’s 
meeting, gave final approval --- subject 
to vetting by the Legislative and 
Parliamentary Affairs Division --- to two 
draft ordinances:

The Protection and Conservation 
of Fish (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025 
and The Welfare and Rehabilitation 
of Families of Martyrs and Injured 
Protesters of the July Uprising 
Ordinance, 2025.

Meanwhile, a press release issued by 
the Cabinet Division said that several 
reform commission recommendations 
have been forwarded to the respective 
ministries.

The Advisory Council has 
instructed the Cabinet Division to 
coordinate and present updates on 
the ministries’ actions in response to 
these recommendations during regular 
meetings of the Advisory Council.

Additionally, the Advisory Council 
has approved a proposal for signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between the Government of Bangladesh 
and the Government of the Netherlands 
regarding cooperation in naval defence 
equipment.

BNP escalates push for polls by December
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Mosharraf said, “As these advisers are 
known to all as directly or indirectly 
involved with a new political party, their 
presence in the advisory council calls 
into question the nonpartisan identity 
of the interim government. To protect 
the government’s image, they must be 
relieved of their duties. 

“Khalilur Rahman’s comments 
about BNP acting chairman Tarique 
Rahman on Wednesday sparked fresh 
controversy. To protect the integrity 
of the government, he too must be 
relieved of his duties,” he said. 

The BNP had earlier demanded the 
removal of several advisers who are 
“cohorts of fascists”, he said.

On Wednesday, BNP leader 
Ishraque Hossain at a demonstration 
urged Asif and Mahfuj to resign as 
advisers.

The same day, the National Citizen 
Party demanded the removal of Finance 
Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed, Planning 
Adviser Wahiduddin Mahmud, and Law 
Adviser Prof Asif Nazrul.

Addressing a rally in front of Election 
Commission, NCP’s Chief Coordinator 
Nasiruddin Patwari said the party 
would continue to demonstrate for 
their removal, because they were inept.

At yesterday’s press conference, 
Mosharraf said, “We demand immediate 
announcement of a specific roadmap to 
the national election, and the election 
must be held by December 2025…. 
Otherwise, as a party of the people, 
it will become difficult for the BNP 
to continue its cooperation with this 

government.” 
Asked why the advisory council 

should be smaller, BNP Standing 
Committee Member Amir Khasru 
Mahmud Chowdhury said the advisers 
who became controversial must be 
removed.

“The nation expects an election in 
December,” he said.

If the election is to be held in 
December, the mode of the government 
should be caretaker-like, he said, adding 
that a caretaker administration had 10 
advisers. 

“We are not insisting on that exact 
number, but you have to move in that 
direction,” he added.

Party insiders say some advisers are 
deliberately creating controversy to 
delay the election. Besides, some have 
made decisions that should only have 
been made by elected representatives.

The BNP last month handed the 
chief adviser a list of advisers who 
should resign.

At the press briefing yesterday, 
Mosharraf said the government did not 
act to meet public expectations. “The 
government tends to act only under 
pressure. This has already undermined 
the government’s capacity and dignity, 
and legitimised similar pressure tactics 
by others.

“In the interest of the anti-fascist 
unity, the interim government was 
supposed to maintain the highest level 
of neutrality. But it is being observed 
that implementing the political agenda 
of certain quarters has seemingly 
become part of the government’s action 

plan.”
He criticised the NCP for 

demonstrating in front of the Election 
Commission.

“Laying siege to the Election 
Commission demanding local 
government elections appears 
intentional and mysterious,” he said.

At another press conference 
yesterday morning at Nayapaltan, BNP 
Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul 
Kabir Rizvi said he wondered where 
Khalilur, the security adviser, had been 
during the “one and a half decades of 
fascist rule”.

“Where did he live? In which 
country? What was his status abroad? 
What role did he play against fascism? 
The people must be given answers to all 
these questions,” he said.

On Wednesday, Khalilur said, “If I’m 
being labelled a foreign citizen simply 
for residing in the US, then by the same 
logic, BNP acting chairperson Tarique 
Rahman – who has lived in the UK for 
years – could be similarly labelled [a 
foreigner].

“If you throw a stone at me, it might 
end up hitting someone else.” 

The BNP protested and condemned 
the security adviser’s remarks on 
Tarique Rahman, calling for an 
immediate withdrawal of the statement. 
It alleged that certain advisers were 
attempting to make the return of 
Tarique Rahman to home unsafe.

According to sources present at a 
BNP standing committee meeting on 
Monday night, the party will take to the 
streets in July.

UK freezes properties
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“We can confirm that the NCA has 
secured freezing orders against 
property in 17 Grosvenor Square, 
London, and Gresham Gardens, 
London, as part of an ongoing civil 
investigation. We cannot comment 
further at this time,” said the NCA.

A freezing order is a court order 
that prevents an asset from being 
dissipated, said the FT report.

The FT, quoting Bangladesh’s 

Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) 
Chairman Mohammad Abdul Momen, 
said Salman and Ahmed Rahman 
are suspects in embezzlement 
investigations by the ACC.

The properties are owned through 
offshore companies in the Isle of 
Man, the filings show.

A spokesperson for Ahmed 
Rahman said: “Our client denies 
any involvement in any alleged 
wrongdoing in the strongest possible 

terms. He will of course engage with 
any investigation which takes place in 
the UK. 

“It is well known that there is 
political upheaval in Bangladesh, where 
numerous allegations are being made 
against many hundreds of individuals. 
We would expect the UK authorities to 
take this into consideration.”

Sheikh Rehana and Salman F 
Rahman could not immediately be 
reached for comment, the FT added.

Call all-party 
meeting
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for a solution-oriented discussion.
The meeting, attended by 

senior Jamaat leaders, discussed 
the prevailing national situation, 
according to a press release issued by 
the party last evening.

Earlier, the Jamaat chief, in a 
Facebook post, called on all “anti-
fascist” forces to set aside pride, 
grievances, and anger, and act 
responsibly in the national interest.

“Let us all act with the utmost sense 
of responsibility from our respective 
positions. May Allah help this nation 
and protect it from all kinds of harm,” 
he wrote around 4:34pm yesterday.

In another post at 12:15pm, Shafiqur 
urged everyone to refrain from raising 
sensitive or controversial issues during 
this period of national crisis.

“A positive role in overcoming the 
crisis will only benefit the nation. 
A negative role never brings any 
welfare.”

Govt to amend 
NBR ordinance
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implementation of the reforms, it 
added.

The protesting NBR employees 
welcomed the government’s move in 
a statement late at night, but vowed 
to resume their protests on Saturday.

They said their core demands, such 
as the repeal of the ordinance and the 
resignation of the chairman, were 
not touched upon in the government 
statement. 

HRW slams ban on AL activities
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abused legal powers to silence 
political opponents, but using similar 
methods against the supporters of 
her Awami League party would also 
violate those same fundamental 
freedoms,” said Meenakshi Ganguly, 
deputy Asia director at HRW.

The ban on the Awami League will 
apply until party leaders have faced 
trial for abuses committed during 
their 15-year rule, a process that could 
last years, thus effectively proscribing 
the party, said the New York-based 
international rights body.

These moves came in the wake of 
the interim government’s ordinance 
amending the International Crimes 
(Tribunals) Act, 1973, which gives the 
Tribunal powers to prosecute and 
dismantle political organisations.

The new provision defines 
“organisation” expansively to include 
any political party or affiliated group, 
or individuals who are deemed to 
propagate or support their activities.

Because these powers are drafted 
so broadly, they could contravene 
international standards of due 
process and freedom of association.

Additionally, the Tribunal is 
empowered to punish “any group of 
individuals which, in the opinion of 
the Tribunal, propagates, supports, 
endorses, facilitates, or engages in 
the activities of such a [banned] party 
or entity”.

Those accused of committing 
crimes under Hasina’s government 
should be appropriately prosecuted 
but imposing a ban on any speech 
or activity deemed supportive of 
a political party is an excessive 
restriction on fundamental 
freedoms that mirrors the previous 
government’s abusive clampdown on 
political opponents, HRW said.

Already a wide range of people 
including actors, lawyers, singers and 
political activists have been arrested 
on politically motivated murder 
charges, with prosecutors justifying 
the arrests by accusing them of 
backing the “rule of fascist Hasina”.

Meanwhile, there is growing 
concern over delays in addressing 
serious abuses that occurred under 
the Awami League government.

On August 27, 2024, the 
interim government established a 
commission to investigate enforced 
disappearances under Hasina’s rule.

The commission recorded 1,676 
complaints, with some 200 victims 
still missing, revealing a systematic 
pattern targeting political opponents 
and uncovering evidence of torture at 
secret detention sites run by security 
agencies.

However, the proposed legislation 
on enforced disappearances does not 
mention any role for the commission’s 
findings, and excludes enforced 
disappearances committed in a 
“widespread” or “systematic” manner, 
leaving them to the jurisdiction of 
Bangladesh’s under-resourced and 
controversial International Crimes 
Tribunal.

While the proposed disappearance 
law would establish a new National 
Commission on the Prevention and 
Remedy of Enforced Disappearances, 
there are no provisions to ensure its 
independence. 

Criminal cases of those suspected 
of enforced disappearances would 
be prosecuted by a new Tribunal for 
Prevention and Remedies of Enforced 
Disappearance.

However, neither body would have 
jurisdiction over “widespread or 
systematic” enforced disappearances 
that constitute crimes against 

humanity, which constitute most 
cases committed under the previous 
government.

While the legislation would 
criminalise anyone who aids, abets, 
instructs, orders or conspires in 
a disappearance, it sets a stricter 
threshold for the application of 
command or superior responsibility 
compared to the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court.

The interim government should 
reverse its actions to protect the 
rights of freedom of expression of 
the AL members and supporters 
and focus instead on prosecuting 
members of the former government 
accused of crimes based on credible 
evidence.

It should refrain from politically 
motivated pretrial detentions and 
ensure that they remain the exception 
only when necessary in an individual 
case and not the rule.

The priority should be to deliver 
justice for human rights violations, 
particularly unlawful killings and 
enforced disappearances.

The government should use 
evidence gathered by the commission 
of inquiry to investigate enforced 
disappearances to prosecute alleged 
perpetrators, remove suspects in the 
security forces from active duty and 
reveal the fate of the missing.

“There is widespread anger against 
the Awami League for the many 
abuses committed during Hasina’s 
rule, but stripping supporters of 
opposition parties of their rights isn’t 
a way forward.” 

Instead, the interim government 
should ensure progress on revealing 
what happened to the disappeared 
and holding perpetrators 
accountable through fair trials, 
Ganguly added.

Mahfuj, Hasnat ask July forces
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the divisive slogans and labels of 
past arrangements -- those that 
have rendered large segments of 
the population expendable -- then 
I believe the future state can be 
democratic and inclusive.”

He added that Bangladesh’s 
enemies are “united and aggressive”, 
and that the country’s sovereignty 
and all democratic institutions are 
under threat.

“The patriotic people who stood 
united during the July uprising now 
face a long test -- a test of unity and 
patience. We must overcome this 
test.”

Around 7:55pm, Hasnat Abdullah, 
chief coordinator (South) of the NCP, 
echoed Mahfuj’s message.

In his Facebook post, he wrote, “The 
division that had unexpectedly arisen 
among us must be resolved in the 
interest of the country and the nation. 
To safeguard the independence and 
sovereignty of this country, and to free 
ourselves from the vile, anti-national 
conspiracies of fallen fascism, we must 
remain united.”

He warned that both domestic 
and international actors displeased 
with the fall of “Awami fascism” 
are exploiting these divisions to 
destabilise the country.

“It was because we stood united 
that we could dismantle a powerful 
fascist regime of over fifteen years. If 
we become fragmented, that fallen 
fascism and its local and foreign allies 
will attempt to tear us apart.

“It was out of a sense of 
responsibility and love for the country 
and the nation that we stood together 
against fascism. Now, for the sake of 
that same country and nation, we 
must unite once again to rebuild our 
homeland.

“This unity is not for the interest 
of any individual or group -- rather, 
there is no alternative to our unity for 
the sake of the country.”

India pushed 109 more into Bangladesh
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Nayek Subedar Abdul Matin of 
BGB-61 Battalion’s Dhabalsuti BOP 
(border outpost) said they were 
handed over to Patgram police 
after initial interrogation, adding 
their statements suggest they were 
pushed in by BSF late at night.

In Moulvibazar, seven individuals 
were detained near the Muroichhara 
border in Kulaura upazila yesterday.

Lt Col ASM Zakaria, commander 
of BGB-46, said they are all 
Bangladeshi citizens and will be 
handed over to Kulaura police.

In Feni, 39 Bangladeshis were 
detained near the borders in 
Chhagalnaiya and Fulgazi on 
Wednesday night, said Lt Col Md 
Mosharraf Hossain of BGB-4.

After verifying their documents, 
12 were handed over to Fulgazi police 
and another 12 to Chhagalnaiya 
police. The BGB could not 
immediately decide what to do with 
the remaining 15.

In Cumilla, 13 Bangladeshis were 
detained near the Golabari border 
yesterday.

They are currently in the BGB 
custody, Lt Col Mir Ali Ejaz, 
commander of the BGB-10, said.

In Thakurgaon, two women were 
detained near Boirchuna border in 
Pirganj upazila and two others near 
Ramchandrapur border in Birol 
upazila early yesterday.

The Indian police detained them 
about a month ago and handed them 

over to the 63 BSF Battalion, who 
later pushed them into Bangladesh, 
said Lt Col Abdullah Al Moin Hasan, 
commanding officer of BGB-42.

BSF officials denied their 
involvement when BGB protested the 
push-ins in two separate company 
commander-level flag meetings, he 
added.

In Khagrachhari, five people, 
including a child, were detained 
near the Ramgarh border, reports 
Prothom Alo.

During questioning, the detainees 
said they had been working as 
labourers at a brick kiln in Haryana, 
Ramgarh Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
Ismat Jahan told Prothom Alo.
LETTERS TO NEW DELHI

Bangladesh has recently sent at least 
four letters to India requesting to 
stop any push-ins, saying it violates 
existing bilateral frameworks, 
including the 1975 India-Bangladesh 
joint guidelines for border 
authorities, the 2011 Coordinated 
Border Management Plan (CBMP), 
and decisions made during director 
general-level talks between the BGB 
and BSF.

The letter reiterated that 
Bangladesh would accept individuals 
confirmed as Bangladeshi citizens 
and repatriated through proper 
channels. Any deviation from 
this, it said, would harm mutual 
understanding between the two 
countries.

Recently, New Delhi sent a letter 

to Dhaka seeking to expedite 
the verification process of illegal 
Bangladeshis in India so that they 
can be sent back home at the earliest.

Responding to a question, 
Indian External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal told 
the weekly media briefing yesterday 
that any foreigner living illegally in 
India -- whether Bangladeshis or 
others -- is dealt with as per law.

“We have a large number of 
Bangladeshi nationals here who are 
required to be deported. We have 
asked Bangladesh to verify their 
nationality. There is a pending list 
of 2,369 [Bangladeshi] nationals. 
In many cases, the people have 
completed their jail sentence and are 
waiting to be deported,” he said.

In many cases, the nationality 
verification required to be done 
by the Bangladesh side has been 
pending since 2020, he added.

Speaking on the matter, a foreign 
ministry official told this newspaper 
yesterday that the letter sent by New 
Delhi does not explain why the push-
ins would take place.

“If we are to receive illegal 
Bangladeshis from India, it has to 
be done under a process. We do it 
on a regular basis. This is applicable 
for both countries,” said the official, 
wishing to remain unnamed.

“Any perceived delay of 
verification cannot be used as a 
factor for push-ins,” he added.

City

Israel kills 52 more Palestinians
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and operations” there.
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu said Israel would be open 
to a temporary ceasefire to enable 
the return of hostages. But otherwise 
he said it would press ahead with 
a military campaign to gain total 
control of Gaza.

Meanwhile, two Israeli embassy 
staffers, a young couple about to 
be engaged, were killed by a lone 
gunman in Washington, DC, on 
Wednesday night, and a suspect who 
chanted pro-Palestine slogans is in 
custody, officials said.

The two were shot and killed 
as they left an event at the Capital 
Jewish Museum in Northwest, a part 
of downtown Washington that is 
about 1.3 miles (2 km) from the White 
House.

Washington Metropolitan Police 
Chief Pamela Smith said a man shot 
at a group of four people with a 
handgun, hitting both the victims. He 

was seen pacing outside the museum 
prior to the shooting.

The Israeli foreign ministry named 
the victims as Yaron Lischinsky and 
Sarah Lynn Milgrim and said they 
were both locally employed staff.

Smith said the single suspect, 
identified as 30-year-old Elias 
Rodriguez from Chicago, chanted 
“Free Palestine, Free Palestine”, after 
being taken into custody. Israel has 
stepped up securities at its embassies 
around the world.

A private US-backed foundation 
set up to distribute aid in Gaza said 
Wednesday that it will start handing 
out supplies in “coming days” and 
that its aim was to complement rather 
than replace the United Nations.

The United Nations has said it will 
not take part in the operation being 
prepared by the Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation (GHF) that opponents 
among private aid groups have said 
is working closely with Israel, reports 
AFP.


