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Safety net for workers inadequate: experts
BUDGET

o8 FOR FY26

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
About 20,000 workers currently
receive direct social safety net
benefits, which is inadequate to
cover even a fraction of the nearly
40 lakh workers in the country’s
garment industry, let alone the
entire workforce highlighting
major gaps in coverage and
sparking calls for urgent policy
reforms o safeguard employees.
Amid the ongoing structural
transformation of the economy,
there is a pressing need to design
targeted policies that extend
social protection coverage to both
formal and informal workers, said

delivering a presentation at
a discussion centring on the
proposed budget for FY26, styled
“National Budget for Social
Protection”, held at the UnSy office
in the capital yesterday.

Nadvi added that while
social safety net efforts have
traditionally focused on
rural, agriculture-dependent
houscholds, this approach now
requires reevaluation as significant
socioeconomic shifts have taken
place over the past decade.

According (o Abdul Majid
Pramanik, joint director at the
Rural Development  Academy,
Bogura, to adapt to climate
change, it is essential to allocate
funds within social safety net
programmes for citizens who are
particularly vulnerable.

He also suggested formulating

crore people living in the country’s
char (riverine island) areas have an
urgent need for dedicated social
safety net programmes.

He also said that several pilot
initiatives —undertaken by both the
government and non-government

There is a pressing
need to design
targeted policies
that extend social
protection coverage
to both formal and
informal workers, an
expert says

actors have already shown
success in improving the lives
and livelihoods of char dwellers,
and that scaling up these efforts
could ensure more comprehensive

Jagannath University, said she has
extensive experience working on
disaster management and visits
the coastal belt whenever the
opportunity arises.

“These communities are still
food-insecure. The allocation I
observed for them was significantly
lower than what is actually needed,”
she said.

Starvation also continues
to persist, she added. “Women
manage to eat only two meals a
day. If their children ask for extra
food, they simply cannot provide it.
As a result, mothers often reduce
their own food intake,” she added.

Toaddressthisissue,itisessential
to develop an accurate database
and enhance coordination among
the relevant ministries, she said.

Ishrat Sharmin, president of the
Centre for Women and Children

for women and children living in
urban areas, and this should be
reflected in the national budget
through targeted allocations for
social protection.

Mahfuz Kabir, research director
at the Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic
Studies, said it is crucial to ensure
that the allocated funds are
effectively reaching the intended
benelficiaries.

He believes that correcting
errors in the beneficiary-selection
process would enable optimal use
of resources, thereby ensuring
citizens’ right to social protection.

However, instead of focusing
solely on annual budget cycles,
he suggests that it would be more
effective to move forward based
on medium- to long-term policy
strategies.

Stocks fall
after two-day
oains

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The key index of the Dhaka Stock Exchange
dropped 16.20 points yesterday, ending a two-
day gaining streak.

The DSEX lost 0.33 percent to close at
4,785.11.

The  Shariah-compliant DSES  index
declined 0.31 percent to 1,046.90, while the
DS30, which represents blue-chip stocks,
dropped 0.25 percent to 1,777.09.

Turnover, a key indicator of market activity,
declined 22 percent to Tk 253.54 crore.

Of the issues traded, 114 advanced, 200
declined and 77 remained unchanged,
indicating negative investor activity.

National Tea Company posted the highest

Abdullah Nadvi, research director a long-term social protection protection for these communities. — Studies, believes that special Md Mahabub Hasan, senior gain, rising 9 percent, while United Finance
at Unnayan Shamannay (UnSy). strategy to address climate Farhana Zaman, a professor in policy attention must be given research associate at UnSy, registered the biggest loss, dropping 8
He made the remarks while challenges, adding that the nearlyl the Department of Sociology at to improving the quality of life moderated the event. percent.
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Don’t believe speculation Govtplans  [xternal debt doubles
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luxury goods. Instead, I
would increase taxes,” he
said, adding, “People who
can afford them will buy
them, and those who can’t,
won’t. If we restrict people
who can afford it, they’ll
just go abroad and buy the
product there. Then we lose
out anyway.”

Although he pointed
out some shortcomings,
Mansur opined that people
could now stop worrying
about losing money due to
exchange rates.

“We haven’t developed
a forward market here
yvet. If we had, it would
have been good. Now,
if dollars come into the
Bangladeshi market, their
value won’t fall. People can
invest without worrying
about losing money due

“hundreds of crores of
dollars abroad”.

“Why don’t they bring the
money here? Because they
worry whether their money
will be safe in Bangladesh.
They don’t have this worry
when they're abroad. To
fix this, we need to think
seriously about our political
economy.”

Mansur concluded
by saying the exchange
rate would be liberalised
further.

“All dues have been paid.
When foreign investors
want to take their profit out
of the country, we won’t
stop them. We'll only talk
about tax policies, nothing
beyond that.”

The eventwasmoderated
by Dewan Hanif Mahmud,
editor and publisher of

volatility.

They added that specific
facilities must be offered
to remitters to encourage
them (o send money
through official channels.

Fahmida Khatun,
executive  director  of
the Centre for Policy

Dialogue (CPD), said what
is important now is close
market monitoring to
ensure that exchange rate
fluctuations are not too

frequent.
“Otherwise, investors
might lose confidence.

On the other hand, if the
value of the taka drops too
much, inflation could rise.
Additionally, banks must
publish both the maximum
and minimum exchange
rates on their websites,” she
added.

will remain stable.

“Many are under the
impression that since the
exchange rate has been left
to the market, the dollar’s
value might go up. But that
won’t happen. The current
situation is actually very
favourable for the economy.
With Fid approaching,
expatriates  will  begin
sending remittances, which
will place the economy in
an even stronger position.”

Masrur Reaz, chairman
of the Policy Exchange

Bangladesh, Syed
Mahbubur Rahman,
managing  director  of

Mutual Trust Bank, Uzma
Chowdhury, director of
Pran-RFL, and Syed Abu
Naser Bukhtear Ahmed,
chairman of Agrani Bank,
also spoke at the event.

reduced delivery, with a
total of 5.55 lakh tonnes
distributed up to May 15 -
down from 7.5 lakh tonnes
in the same period last
year.

The government has
also had to ramp up rice
imports as local production
fell due to recurrent floods
and natural disasters.

So far this fiscal year,
11.5 lakh tonnes of food,
including 7.09 lakh
tonnes of rice, have been
imported. Officials expect
rice imports to reach 9 lakh
tonnes in the next fiscal

year.
By comparison, the
government did not

import any rice during the
same period last year but
brought in 7.84 lakh tonnes
of wheat.

same period.

During the 2020-2024
period, both the public
and private sectors had

continues at this pace,

the margin for safety will

shrink,” he commented.
Selim  Raihan  also

sustained demand for echoed similar views.
external financing. He said, “Much of the
Ashikur Rahman, new debt has yet to vyield

principal economist at the
Policy Research Institute of
Bangladesh (PRI), said that
external debt stood at just
$20 billion in FY2009-10.
“Bangladesh borrowed
heavily =~ when  global
interest rates were low,
using the funds mainly for
infrastructure,” he said.

visible economic returns,
and Bangladesh’s narrow
export base, dominated by
garments, limits its ability
to generate the foreign
exchange needed for debt
servicing.”

He said that the key
challenge now is to ensure
that future borrowing is

“Private  firms also more strategic, with clear
benefited from low-cost economic returns and
loans. But now, with improved governance.

interest rates rising and
concessional options
disappearing, we should
tread more carefully,
even if debt risk remains
moderate,” added Rahman.

While the country’s debt-
to-GDP ratio remains within
comfort levels, the debt-
service-to-exports ratio has
climbed to 13.9 percent,
underscoring growing

interest rates rise further
or the local currency Taka
weakens.

Interest payments on
foreign loans are projected
to rise 65 percent by 2027,
driven by higher global
rates and an expanding

loan portfolio.
A finance ministry
report estimates these

payments will hit $2.21
billion (around Tk 26,000
crore) by then. The taka
has already lost 35 percent
of its value against the US
dollar in the past two years.
Private firms, especially
in textiles, telecoms, and
pharmaceuticals, have
tapped into foreign credit
under relaxed borrowing
rules. But with rising global
uncertainty and currency
risks, economists caution
against overexposure.

TRETO A TP
ey HAfavrETe, 7ew O FREw
A § SAEod- (A3 - GeTS -9 E
TGF (GIE-arE=rs) fifsifer e

WeEF € GoY wiewed

71, (-2, TGS B9, (TEINS, T
z-cwzes dhakabypassppp@email.com

EE Wi-0¢.0). 0000 358 .09,038,30-9939

o7 fovetey fReefe (31 wrizai)

Ty 33 (T 2030

EERT TR (A waE afEd e et o e 3 st @ W it e ey
femrr fawerea S Ao s A T (b Wz F A, A9 e fyEer

[ s | fem e fefe = [ : | fefaforjos/s038-303¢ (27 wTzam)
e = O - [ R i o o e R o

(oreet-arzemr) foifeifer ermpm wieww wferzegs
wfi o g R e 2 |

o | e enEew wEEEe
EF W A7 B

HEaE
TIEYE 23 T 3036

e-8¢.0d.0000,348.09.039.30-993%:

feremr e el e

ETETECATT |

|+ | 20 (F=) o (Frdess e 209)
: | BT Sooof- (W% ZieE) WE avet BifEa (e

b | e e I B

T e T |

Tgw T 20% (e fae wiv) Fem b
VAR AT ANE BEGNEE 97 T
AT (T (2T SN 16 L0 2 ALEIT
(Fees), wew, AT § oAA-(AAEn-EeTEl-
THE EE (FIRT-3serr) Fafefer™ erm gz g

q | femn B eife B

y) e wifasTee, Aam, AL § EAHTHE- (R

TE-IRAE TGS (GRT-AEe) At aem e
T, AT T4, (SIS, B

) & erFdt, wew wm wrfew, wow fwr,
AR

Eanice

v | e G deeiEE

3) oy «fasEE, Hew, ACAG § wmaeE-tRum-
SEE]-TERYE AGE (TH-ARH) T e a3
AT, A T, (TS, B

L]

» | femw nSm e 0@ T 203¢ ST WRET Garem Ty 44E |
TR wifEd @ Wy
vo | e b gy wifey 08 T7 2o3efHs @ 900 9w wE |

3y | e cise i wiEe,

oB G 303¢ TifaY @6 900 BB, ooy sfasere,

E 8 W FEE, AT § - (-GS - e
(o) MR s o s, T S,
rEEEne, B
53 | fFemey wessrzsEE e @ (W At wr efelm o W fewe wm
T |

GL-1244

fams 3 | @B 97 fEifEe gy e SenaifpRe sfew e (4 &) 591 Sooo/- (9=
ZEE) T TE (HCETSCA) |

lr"‘-\"l
(o Cuvecsbee
oon AemE (adzds), 7eE
LD § S e- (- S Teee
e (FrREl-Are) Faféfer e

BPO summit

FROM PAGE Bl
target students and young
professionals, introducing
them to lucrative career
opportunities within the
BPO industry.

A job fair will also be
organised to collect CVs
and connect qualified
individuals with potential
employers.

Special emphasis is
being placed on the role
of [reelancers this vyear.
Dedicated seminars will
discuss the challenges
they face and identify
opportunities for growth,
with the aim of formulating
supportive policies.

A policy-focused
seminar will also gather IT
experts, (op government
officials, and industry
leaders to explore necessary
reforms for the ITES/BPO
sector.

Addressing the press
conference as chief guest,
Secretary  to  the ICT
Division ~ Shish  Haider
Chowdhury said, “In this
era of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, the ITES
sector is a key driver of our

economy.”

“The  BPO
is unlocking
employment avenues
for our youth and
enabling Bangladesh (o
compete globally through
innovation,” he said.

“The  government is
committed to supporting
this sector through
policy, infrastructure,
and skills development.
Initiatives like BPO Summit
Bangladesh mark critical
milestones in this journey,”
he added.

BACCO President Tanvir
Ibrahim, who chaired the
press conference, reflected on
the organisation’s journcy.

“With over 400 member
companies, BACCO has
created more than 85,000
jobs and is currently
generating over  $850
million in annual revenue,”
he said.

“Our goal is to reach
$1 billion in revenue and
100,000 sustainable jobs by
2025. This summit will be
instrumental in achieving
those  milestones,” he
added.

industry
new

Govt to allow

FROM PAGE Bl

The Tk crore
that has been invested in
domestic tanneries will be
at risk of being left without
enough rawhide if the
government allows exports,
he added.

Currently, 140 out of 154
tanneries are operational
at  the Savar Tannery
Industrial Estate (STIE),
where the inventory of
unsold hides remains a
problem.

This year, more than
85 lakh cows and goats
may be slaughtered across
the country, nearly 15
lakh fewer than last year.
This is due to the current
economic situation and
also because many well-
off people are not in the
country due to political
problems, he said.

Four state-owned banks,
namely Sonali, Rupali,
Janata, and Agrani, agreed
to provide Tk 125 crore
to tanners (o purchase
rawhide this Eid ul Azha,
when more than 50

10,000

percent of the rawhides are
collected each year.

However, Ahmed said
the tanners wanted to
borrow Tk 450 crore to
finance rawhide purchases
this season.

After applying salt,
rawhide can be preserved
for many months. This

allows traders to send
rawhides to  tanneries
gradually since the

tanneries do not have the
capacity to tan all rawhides
at once.

The government
proposed increasing
prices by Tk 2 to Tk 3
for cach square foot of
rawhide this season at the
traders’ level compared to
prices last year. However,
Ahmed opined that prices
should be the same as they
were last year since the
economic situation is not
good.

The government set the
price of cowhide at Tk 55-
60 per square foot in the
capital and Tk 50-55 in
other areas last year.

Pashchimanchal Gas Company Limited
(A Company of Petrobangla)
Nalka, Sirajganj, Bangladesh.

Invitation for Tenders

! Invitadion fer Hiring of ene (1) Microbus and one (1) SUV for the Project of Tnstallation of Smart Prepaid Gas Meters, SCADA & GIS at PGCL Franchise Area

| Mumistry/Dvisson Mimistry of Power, Energy & Minesal Resources/ Energy & Minesal Resources Division
1 Agency Ranpindesh O, (Gas end Minerl Comoration (Petrobangla)
3 Procuring Entity Mame Projesct Divector, Office of Project Davector, Instaflation of Smant Prepaid Gas Meters, SCADA & GIS at PGCL Franchise
Aress Project
4| Procuring Enity Ditric Simgan
§ | Inwitation For Hiring of one 1) icmbusanel e (1) 5L Fiuvalest
b Inyvitzbim Ref No 28, 1£.0000.000.087 36.0004.25
1 Dute 052025
KEY INFORMATION

i | Procurzment Method | NCT. Open Tendering Method (OTM)

FUNDING INFORMATION

9 | Budpetwnd Sourcgof Funds | Development Budset & PGCL Cran Fund

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

1] Project Code 2300600

il Fropect Nemme Incstalfatson of Smart Prepasd Gas Meters, SCADA & GT5 st PGCL Franchise Area

12 Tender Package Name: Hiring of o (1) Microbus and one (1) SUV/Equixslent for the Progect of Instalistion of Smert Prepasd Gas Muters, SCADA
& GIS at PGCL Franchiss Area

3| Tealr Publicabon Date 2008

14 Tender Last Sefling Dute 17062005 ot 04:00 P

15 | Tender Closing Datz and Time | 16.06.2025 at [2:00 PM

16 Teader Opening Dnte and Time | 180620253t 1215 M

17 MName and Address of the Offices

1. PGCL Dhakn Linison Office, Level-13, Petrocentre, Petrobangl, 3 Kawraa Bazar, Diaka-1213, Bangladesh

Selling Tender Documents 2. Office of Project Director, installation of Seran Prepaid Ges Metzrs, SCADA & GIS t PGCL Franchise Aveas Projert,
PGCL Head Office, Malka, Simajzn), Bangladesh.
13 Place of Recerving and Opening | PGCL Dhaa Lizison (ffice, Level-13, Retrocentre, Peirobanghy, 3 Rawean Bazar, Dhaka-1215, Basgiadesh.
Tendet Docamert
INFORMATION FOR TEXDERER

19 Eligibility of Tenderer

1. Minimum 03(Three) years of generl experience of the lenderer In coniracting industries i public seclor & prime
2. The minimum specific expenience & & primé contractor in providing vehicke rentel service of at least ose contract of |
similar nature {Mircrobus/SUY/ Equivalent rent) over n period of 05{(ve) years with a value of a least of Th 80 fakh
3. Service prowider having valid Trade Boense, TIN Certficate, VAT Registration Cenificate, Income Tix Payment

Catficale, Driving License, Up-to date documents of velicles and experience of similar services
4 Conditions mentioned m the tender docament.

X Buel Description of Goods and

{801 {Ome) SUV/Eguivalent: Minimum 1950 cc, 5 doors, Model 2020 and onwards, incfuding Driver wages, overtime, foe]

Services

cost, mainienance end fl consumables and all other charpes im oosnection with the sevicss, et
(b 01 {Drig) Micraeas: Mindmum | B00 o {roundesd), 5 doors, Mode! 2019 andl omwards, incheding Driver wages, overtine,
fued cost, memtznance and ol consamables snd ol ofher charges in connection with the services, k.
The SUVEquivalist & Miceobas will be used for the project period mainly for transportation of the progect officials from
their fiving area fo PGCL Herad (dice and Propect sies af Sirmjgan), Pabea, Bogura, Rajshali district inchuding Dbaka city

and other elevant places.
bl Price of Tender Document (Tk) | Taka ,000.00 (in cash) Mon-refondable
Package Identification of Package Location Tendzr Securty Completion Time in Wezks [ Menths
Mo Amoust (Tk) |
SDI | 3180000000087 600M25 | Simjga, Peboa, Bogum, Rajshahi | 40000000 | 26 Monihs+ exiendible ssbictio he |
disrct iluding Dbk city and other | (Taka Four Lakh Only) | possibilty of extension of project.
pleces,of the country as regueired.

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

1

Name of Officid Inviling Tender | Debdip Bare

i Designaoa of Official  Inviting | Project Dinector
Tender
H Address of Official lviting Tender | (1fioe of the Project Director, Installation of Smart Pregaid Gas Meters, SCADA & GIS at PGCL Framchise Area
Project
PGCL Head Office, Nalka, Sirugan, Bangladesh
Ll Crmtact detadls of Official Iviting | Tel: +8BU2538631522; Cell: +8801730-337230; E-mail: pepse peckiemail com
Tender
% 1f Tender cannod be received snd apened die to any wiavoidable circumstances or holidey on scheduled date and time, the same shall be received and opznad
atthe same vwenue sd tisne on the sub working diy.
n ‘The Procuring Entity reserves the right to reject all the Tenders or anoul the Tender procesdings.
p’g'lrg
-7,‘.‘-".05
(Engr. Debdip Barua)
PGPR-46/2024-2025 Project Direcior
Instatlation: of Smart Prepaid Gas Meters, SCADA & GI5 at PGCL Framchise
GD-1247 Arca Project, PGCL




