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Govt to address tea tax
mismanagement: Bashir

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government wants to address various
types of mismanagement involving tariff
and tax in the local tea sector, which
accounts for annual sales of around Tk
10,000 crore, said Sk Bashir Uddin, adviser
to the Ministry of Commerce, yesterday.
The sales figure is a combination of Tk
4,000 crore worth of tea leaves and the
value of milk and sugar and revenue of

retailers, he said.

“I did a calculation and found that
9.3 crore kilograms of tea are produced
he told an event organised
by the Bangladesh Tea Board at Osmani
Memorial Auditorium in Dhaka yesterday
marking the 5th National Tea Day.

“We aim to bring discipline to this sector
so that it contributes to price stability in

annually,”

the market,” said Bashir.

He also said proper utilisation of land
allocated for tea cultivation was essential,
and tea products need to be diversified and

made more appealing to boost sales.

Bashir said the combined efforts of tea
workers and owners were necessary for the
sector’s development.

At the event, the National Tea Award
2025 was presented in eight categories in
recognition of special contributions to the
country’s tea industry.

Deanston Tea Garden received the
award for the highest tea yield per acre,
Madhupur Tea Garden for producing the

highest quality tea, and The Consolidated

Tea and Lands Company (Bangladesh)
Limited as “Best Tea Exporter”.

ABM Akhtaruzzaman from Panchagarh
was recognised as the “Best Small-Scale Tea
Producer”, Mirzapur Tea Garden as “Best
Tea Garden” for welfare of workers, and
Jasmine Akhter from Neptune Tea Garden,
Chattogram, as “Best Tea Leaf Picker”.

Kazi & Kazi Tea Estate Ltd won two

awards—for marketing diversified tea
products and for attractive and high-
quality tea packaging.

BGMEA ELECTION

Sammilito Parishad vows to help
achieve $100b exports by 2030

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Sammilito Parishad, a panel contesting in the
biennial election of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), yesterday committed to working
towards achieving the export
garments at $100 billion by 2030 by improving
the energy supply and developing small and

medium enterprises.

Abul Kalam, a leader of Sammilito Parishad,
read out the panel’s electoral pledgesat an event
organised by the panel at InterContinental
Dhaka to introduce its members.

A total of 35 directors are contesting from
this panel. Of them, nine are from Chattogram.

The BGMEA election for an executive
committee for 202527 is scheduled to be held
through polling centres at the trade body’s offices
in both Dhaka and Chattogram on May 31.

Kalam
development  of
officials and adopt digital transformations for
better sustainability of the sector, which is the
lifeblood of the country’s economy.

He also committed to negotiating with the
government Lo gain access to green financing
and banking support and to establish a green
fund desk at the BGMEA.

Market and product diversification and
launching an alternative incentive benefit
policy for post-LDC competitiveness are some
of its other pledges.

Kalam promised to negotiate with the
government for trade facilitation through
reforms of the National Board of Revenue, greater
access o bonded
simplification of VAT and regulatory processes.

He also committed to enhancing export
competitiveness and establishing a policy

target of

also pledged to
mid-level

ensure the
management

Further, he

warehouse facilities, and

intelligence cell and a digital transformation
centre at the BGMEA. He also gave assurances
of launching a social compliance enhancement
programme towards a unified code of conduct.

pledged (o implement

transformations with business value such as
circularity, renewable energy, decarbonisation,
and launching “Made in Bangladesh”
premium theme that aims to reposition
Bangladesh in the global market.

He also assured
diplomacy and working for responsible exit
policies for businesses.

Faruque Hassan, chief election coordinator
of Sammilito Parishad, said an export policy
needs to be formulated soon.

Reduction of the corporate tax to 12 percent
for non-green garment factories and 10 percent
for green garment factories had earlier helped
the sector thrive, he said.

— a

strengthening  trade

Only 0.1% of account holders
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A similar trend was seen
in deposit accounts, which
dropped in 46 upazilas but
more than doubled in 66
others.

Speaking at the
event, Abdul  Moyeen
Khan, a member of
the BNP’s national

standing committee, said
policymakers should take
the findings seriously.
“As representatives of the
people, we understand
their pulse better. But we
must also take advice from
experts,” he said.

Khan said that reform is
a continuous process and
should evolve in response
to changing realities.

Nasiruddin Ahmed,
former chairman of the
National Board of Revenue
(NBR), described financial
inclusion in Bangladesh as
highly uneven.

He called on the
government (o respond
to the data and formulate
policies that would
correct the uneven flow of
finance.

The PRI
highlighted

study also
sectoral

disparities. Between 2019
and 2024, 40 to 42 percent
of total loans went to the
industrial sector, while
agriculture received just 4
to 5 percent.

Bangladesh Bank
Executive Director Anis
Ur Rahman said if loans
in the agriculture sector
could be increased, it
might be possible to reduce
the government’s subsidy
burden in the sector.

Md Habibur Rahman,
deputy governor of the

Pay workers by May 28
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However, he said he had
been compelled to step in
due to the urgency of the
situation.

He also said that steps
were being taken to issue
a ‘“red alert” for factory
owners  facing  arrest
warrants who had left the
country.

Besides, some owners
have been ordered not to
leave town, he said.

“Workers’ wages must
be paid, even if it requires

lowners| to sell their
properties or cars,” he said.

Sakhawat said that those
unable to pay their workers
should no longer continue
business in the garment
sector.

“There are good
employers in this industry,
which continues to grow
thanks to rising exports,”
he said. “On the other hand,
a few individuals joined
the readymade garment
business just to bide their
time or make a name for

Bangladesh Bank, also
spoke at the event.
themselves.”

While expressing

sympathy for the workers,
he wurged them not to
“unnecessarily waste their
time” by sitting around his
office.

Earlier on March 25,
the government imposed
a travel ban on 12 factory
owners who had failed to
pay wages and bonuses.

At the time, Sakhawat
said the ban would be lifted
if the dues were cleared by
March 27.
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Extortion remains
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He reiterated that
Bangladesh is at a crucial

juncture as it  moves
towards industrialisation,
digital transformation,

export diversification, and
domestic market expansion.
“To sustain this
momentum, a secure,
stable, and eflicient law
enforcement environment
is absolutely essential.”
Abdus Salam, former
DCCl vice-president, said the

hopes for regime transition
improvements have not
materialised. “Instead,

conditions are worsening.”

Another former DCCI
vice-president, M Abu
Huraira, warned that
the continued decline in
law enforcement could
render business operations
unsustainable.

He also  proposed
moving electric battery-
powered rickshaws outside
the city and demanded
urgent implementation of
a strategic transport plan
for Dhaka.

Md Golam  Mawla,
president of the Edible
Oil Traders’ Association,
criticised  the  broker-
dominated truck rental
system at land ports, which
inflates transport costs by
Tk 8,000-10,000 per trip.

Abul Hashem, president
of the Sugar Traders’
Association, said fear of
robbery now keeps traders
indoors at night, citing
instances of sugar trucks
being hijacked.

Lutfur Rahman
Babu, president of the
Mohammadpur Town Hall
Kitchen Market Traders’
Association, said criminal
activities and extortion in
Mohammadpur continue
unchecked. “Businesses

want a way out of this
chaos,” he said.

He alleged that the
law-and-order situation
in  Mohammadpur is
deteriorating, and no
effective measures from the
law enforcement agencies
are visible.

Mohammad Nazrul
Islam, president of the
Dhamrai Brick Kiln
Owners’ Association,
echoed similar concerns,
adding that extortion has
become unbearable.

A representative  of
the Stationery Traders’
Association in Chawkbazar
raised concerns about
accessibility  issues  in
Moulvibazar due to illegal
parking and blocked roads.

Inspector (Investigation)
of Motijheel Police Station,
Md Mahaymenul Islam,
said that the law-and-order
situation has improved
since August 5, but further
improvement is still
needed.

He agreed that a fully
conducive law-and-
order environment for
commercial activities has
yet to be ensured.

He mentioned that
relevant  agencies  are
trying (o establish a

friendly atmosphere and
that the police cannot
succeed without public
cooperation.

He also stated that the
police have always taken a
tough stance against youth
gangs and will continue to
do so in the future.

Several traders alleged
that a few companies have
monopolised the edible oil
and sugar markets, which
worsened after S Alam
Group halted operations.
They demanded liberalised
imports to stabilise prices.

Engage all stakeholders
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However, the process used
to implement the reform is
less than convincing.

We suffered for a long
time under the ousted
regime of the Awamil.eague,
during  which  certain
segments captured policies
that did not adhere to the
principles of transparency
and accountability. It is
essential that any reform
implemented during the
interim government, in
which we have high hopes,
does not follow the same

path.
Such a  significant
reform initiative, which

involves both institutional
and legal changes to a
critical government agency
responsible for a substantial

portion  of  domestic
resources, demands
broader consultations

with multiple stakeholders
and must be conducted
transparently.

Let us recall that a
similar administrative
approach was taken in
2008 by the then caretaker
government, which did
not succeed due to a lack
of political buy-in. This
reform attempt has to be
successful.

The current situation is
certainly an embarrassing
one for the interim
government. The “pen
down” action taken by NBR
officials is undermining
the government’s efforts
to revive the economy. A

more effective strategy
for moving forward
should involve broader
consultations  conducted

transparently,
all  relevant
parties, the
committee, business
leaders, experts, and
political parties. Political
groups will play a crucial
role in advancing any
reform process in the
future.

It's important to
remember that if we had
a functioning parliament
at this time, there would
likely be opportunities to
discuss these issues. The
authorities must recognise
that while the current
interim government was
not formed through an
election, they are in power
due to a mass uprising that
underscores the need for
democratic accountability.

This  situation  may
also be symptomatic for
(larger) future reforms as
well. Surely, major political
parties need to own this
reform. In this spirit, I hope
the issue will be positively
resolved at the soonest.

including
government
advisory

The writer is a senior
research fellow at the
Centre for Policy Dialogue.

Separation
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It must be absolutely free
from conflict of interest
of  forces  apparently
determined to establish
administrative control in
the name of the separation
of powers and jurisdictions.

The writer is executive
director of Transparency
International Bangladesh

Broadband internet prices
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In Bangladesh, internet
connectivity begins with

between September 2021
and  September 2024,
increasing the transmission

managed to lower the cost
of bandwidth purchased
by ISPs from IIGs, the

international ~ submarine costs charged by NTTNs. wholesale providers of
cables and International With bandwidth prices bandwidth, by 15 to 25
Terrestrial Cables (ITCs) falling in the international percent.
supplying bandwidth to market, the costs for This has paved the way
International Internet IIGs and ISPs can also for lower internet prices at
Gateways (IIGs) and is be reduced, ultimately the consumer level.
distributed to Internet enabling end users to Starting from July 1,
Service Providers (ISPs) access more affordable 2025, the Bangladesh
through Nationwide internet services. Telecommunication
Telecommunication The commission also Regulatory  Commission
Transmission Networks found that ITC operators, (BTRC) will enforce a new
(NTTNs).  ISPs  deliver who are also licensed as internet tariff applicable
internet to consumers. IIG operators, sell internet to all licensed public and
“So, we have also (o their subsidiaries private Internet Service
decreased the prices for at  significantly lower Providers (ISPs) for an
IIG,” said Bari, previously rates, creating uneven initial period of five years.
the director general of competition. Unless  revised, the
the BTRC's systems and The BTRC has directed tariff will remain in effect
services department. its Engineering and with BTRC’s approval. The
The commission Operations Division to put commission may alter it
found that internet an end to this malpractice at any time, considering
bandwidth  consumption and ensure unified prices.  market  demand and
tripled to 6,036 Gbps Subsequently, the BTRC  consumer interest.
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Memo No. 27.11.9328.804.01.025.25-236 Date: 21/05/2025
Invitation for e-Tenders
e-Tenders are invited in the National e-GP Svstem Portal (https:/www eprocure.gov.bd) for the
Procurement of following works:
SL | Tender Publication Last selling cl:s';::irnd
) Name of works date & date & =
Nao. 1D P Gime opening
date & time
Repair of 11 KV line, installation of push
pole, replacement of fittings and conductor,
reconstruction of dilapidated 0.4kV Line
and other _rclznc:l repair and mai.mcﬂar.wcc 22.05-2025 | 15-06-2025 | 15-06-2025
01. | 1113452 | works at Shapla Bhata to Jumuria Union 10:00 10:00 11:18
Office and its surrounding areas of 11 kV ’ ’ ’
Ratonpur  Feeder under Sales &
Distribution Division, BPDB, Ghatail,
Tangail.
Repairof 11 KV, 11/0.4 KV & 04 KV line
mcluding installation of new distnbution
transformer and other related 1'e|_‘r;;]i1' and
maintenance work§ at .\-'I_imur. (;i]abzui. 22.05-2025 | 15-06-2025 | 15-06-2025
02, | 1113451 | Kathal Kathalata, Ghorartiki, Khajnagara,
, . : ) . 10:00 10:00 11:30
Saptarbaid and its surrounding areas of 11
KV Samaner Bazar Feeder under Sales &
Distribution Division, BPDB, Ghatail,
Tangail.
Repair of 11 KV line, installation of push
pole, reconstruction of dilapidated 0.4kV
Line including installation of new
distribution transformers to  overcome
03. | 1113450 overload and other related repair and |22-05-2025 | 15-06-2025 | 15-06-2025
maintenance  works at  Fokirchala, 10:00 10:00 11:45
Khajarchala, Noyonchala, Horinachala and
its surrounding areas of 11 kV Satkua &
Ganjana Feeder under Sales & Distnbution
Division, BPDB, Ghatail, Tangail
Repairof 11 KV, 11/04 KV & 0.4 KV line
including installation of new distribution
transformer and other related repair and
maintenance wﬂ.rk:s at Samaner Hazﬂr. 32052025 | 15-06-2025 | 15-06-2025
04. | 1113449 | Kumarpara, Chakpara, Polashtoli,
Chakdiabar, Kuripara and its surrounding 10:00 10:00 12:00
areas of 11 KV Samaner Bazar Feeder
under Sales & Distribution Division,
BPDB, Ghatail, Tangail.
Repair of 11 KV line, installation of push
pole, reconstruction of dilapidated 0.4kV
Line and other related repair and
nmin_lcn.'!lu.'e works at Former Mayor 2052025 | 15-06-2025 | 15-06-2005
05, | 1113447 | Manju's house to Ratanpur Uttarpara Jame
. . . 10:00 10:00 12:15
Mosjid and its surrounding areas of 11 kV
Ratanpur  Feeder under Sales &
Distribution  Division, BPDB, Ghatail,
Tangail.
These are online tenders, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the National e-GP System Poral and
no offline/hard l.;upi.-::s will be accepted. To submit e-Tenders, registration required in the National e-GP
System Portal (https:/ z.gov.bd). The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from
the National e-GP .‘\}mcm Portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank. Further
information and guideline are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
(https://www.eprocure.gov.bd)/Contract Number (01762625528-31).
faqre/a-yoau(2)/28fok/2e 21052
Engr. Md. Mostafizur Rahman
Id: No. 1-2112
Executive Engineer
Sales and Distribution Division
s BPDB, Ghatail, Tangail




