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JCD again blocks Shahbagh
FROM PAGE 3

from Dhaka University, 
Dhaka Metropolitan 
North and South, and 
other units were present 
at the protest.

At the demonstration, 
Rakibul Islam Rakib 
alleged delays in the arrest 
and judicial process related 
to Shammo’s murder. 

He said they have not 
received any assurance 
about whether the three 
people arrested are actually 
the real culprits.

“If they are not the real 
killers, why haven’t the 
actual murderers been 
arrested?” he asked.

The JCD president 
claimed that the murders of 

Shammo and Parvez were 
not isolated incidents and 
alleged that Awami League 
members are targeting and 
killing Chhatra Dal leaders 
and activists.

“We want a safe 
Bangladesh. If the interim 
government cannot ensure 
public safety, they should 
step down,” he said.

Chhatra Dal General 
Secretary Nasir Uddin Nasir 
said six days have passed 
since Shammo’s murder, 
but the real killers have 
yet to be arrested. “Law 
enforcement has failed to 
inform us about the exact 
reason why Shammo was 
killed,” he said. 

Nasir also condemned 

a statement issued by 
Chhatra Shibir regarding 
Shammo’s murder. 

“By raising questions 
regarding Shammo’s 
presence at Suhrawardy 
Udyan late at night and 
making claims that he was 
addicted to drugs, Chhatra 
Shibir has lost their 
credibility,” said Nasir.   

“They are trying to 
assassinate Shammo’s 
character. We will not 
tolerate such comments 
regarding his murder,” he 
said.

He reiterated Chhatra 
Dal’s demand for the 
resignation of the Dhaka 
University administration 
over its failure to ensure 

campus safety.
Earlier, on Sunday 

afternoon, Chhatra Dal 
had blocked Shahbagh 
intersection for nearly 
two hours, protesting 
“negligence” in the 
investigation of Shammo’s 
murder and demanding 
swift arrest and trial of the 
“real” killers.

On the night of 
May 13, Shahriar Alam 
Shammo, a student of the 
Institute of Education 
and Research at Dhaka 
University, was stabbed 
by a group of individuals 
at Suhrawardy Udyan. 
He was later rescued by 
classmates and taken to 
Dhaka Medical College 

Hospital, where he was 
declared dead.

A murder case was filed 
with Shahbagh Police 
Station in this connection.

Police later arrested 
three individuals -- 
Tamim Hawladar, 30; 
Samrat Mallick, 28; and 
Palash Sardar, 30 -- in 
separate operations. They 
were sent to jail after 
being produced before a 
court on May 14. On May 
17, the court granted a six-
day remand for the three 
accused.

Meanwhile, the case has 
since been transferred to 
the Detective Branch (DB) 
of the Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police.

Ease political party
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name of party registration. 
We have been protesting 
against it. After coming 
to power, Sheikh Hasina 
government made the 
registration process even 
more difficult. Politics 
was pushed to such a 
challenging point that 
running a political party 
would require at least Tk 
3 million per month. We 
were protesting against 
that. Today, we discussed 

this issue.”
He claimed that 

internationally, political 
parties are registered based 
on having just a committee 
or an office.

Monem said demands 
regarding reform of the 
electoral law and election 
system were presented to 
the commission.

“The commission said it 
would consider taking up 
some of our proposals on a 
pilot basis,” he added.

Bird strikes on the rise
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Aircraft on Ground 
situation, following the 
emergency landing at 
HSIA.

“We have asked Dhaka 
North City Corporation 
authorities to close down 
all open sources of food 
and water surrounding the 
airport,” Bhuiyan said.  

Group Captain SM Ragib 
Samad, executive director 
of HSIA, told The Daily 
Star that they use different 
active and passive measures 
to drive away birds. 

“Two bird shooters 
remain vigilant at each 
side of the runway in shifts 
from sunset till 8:00pm. 
We also use machines that 
emit certain frequencies to 
deter birds. We also use gas 
cannons,” he added.

During a recent 
programme at CAAB 
headquarters, Prof Anwarul 
Haq, who is leading a three-
member committee to 

detect seasonal occurrence 
of birds in and around the 
HSIA, said bird strikes are 
a common occurrence 
in airports around the 
country. 

Haq suggested a 
combination of modern 
and conventional measures 
to deter birds.

He also said airport 
authorities should take 
measures to encourage 
birds to seek alternative 
nesting and feeding 
grounds by removing 
food sources such as seed-
bearing plants and insects.

Top flight safety officials 
from various airlines have 
expressed concern over bird 
strike hazards at HSIA and 
called upon the regulators 
to take proper actions to 
address the threat. 

At the programme, Capt 
Intekhab Hossain, deputy 
chief of flight safety at 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, 
placed 10 statistics of major 

incidents due to bird strikes 
in one year since May 2023.

Capt AAMA 
Shahsuzzaman, head of 
safety management at 
US-Bangla Airlines, said, 
according to statistics from 
International Air Transport 
Agency, from January 
2023 to October 2024, the 
average rate of bird strikes 
out of 1000 flights at HSIA 
is 1.73, whereas the rate is 
0.5 in other international 
airports.

Capt Kamrul Islam, 
head of safety at Air 
Astra, said jet engines are 
particularly vulnerable to 
such incidents. 

Singer Noble
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abducted her seven months 
ago and confined her at his 
house. Noble raped her on 
several occasions, the OC 
said, quoting her.

Earlier, the police team 
rescued the woman on 
Monday night following a 
phone call to 999. Noble 
fled from his home that 
time but was arrested 
eventually hours later, 
police said.

CITY

Political parties yet to find common ground
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Instead of an NCC, the BNP 
pushed for a law to enhance 
presidential authority, 
though it provided no 
specifics, saying the matter 
should be left to the next 
elected parliament.

Besides, the 
commission’s proposal to 
amend Article 70 of the 
Constitution -- to allow 
MPs to vote independently 
in all matters except 
financial bills -- was met 
with mixed reactions.

The BNP and Jamaat 
both supported limited 
voting freedom, exempting 

confidence motions, 
budgets, and constitutional 
amendments. The NCP 
took a more liberal 
stance, backing full voting 
freedom for MPs, while 
calling for safeguards to 
prevent instability.

Meanwhile, a bicameral 
parliament and a non-
partisan caretaker 
government to oversee 
elections received 
widespread backing. 
However, opinions differed 
on how to elect members of 
the proposed upper house, 
with the commission 
favouring proportional 

representation.
Several other proposals 

remain undecided, 
including mechanisms 
for declaring state 
emergencies, amending 
the constitution, electing 
the president, ratifying 
international treaties, and 
the number of reserved 
seats for women.

Despite the 
disagreements, parties 
expressed general support 
for the commission’s 
broader efforts. 

Jamaat claimed to have 
backed over 120 of the 166 
reform proposals, while the 

BNP said it supported most, 
albeit with reservations on 
key points.

The commission -- one 
of six formed by the interim 
government in October 
-- compiled the proposals 
from five reform bodies 
covering the constitution, 
electoral system, public 
administration, judiciary, 
and anti-corruption. 
Police reform proposals 
were excluded from this 
phase.

Between March 20 and 
May 19, the commission 
held consultations with 
33 parties. The BNP 

participated in three 
sessions, while Jamaat, the 
NCP, and the Communist 
Party of Bangladesh each 
joined two.

Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus heads 
the commission, with Prof 
Ali Riaz serving as vice-
president. 

Riaz told The Daily Star 
that the second round of 
talks, expected in late May 
or early June, would focus 
on bridging remaining 
divides and producing a 
“July Charter” reflecting 
national consensus on 
reforms.


