
CITY4
DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 21, 2025 

JAISHTHA 7, 1432 BS

Form task force
FROM PAGE 3

moderated the open 
discussion, said, “Some 
within the interim 
government believe 
political administrations 
will not implement these 
reforms -- perhaps that 
assumption is misplaced. 
Political governments 
respond to public 
demand. The interim 
government can certainly 
get the ball rolling. We 
must seize the low-
hanging fruit.”

He also highlighted 
the need for closer 
engagement with the 
private sector, describing 
it as a key stakeholder. 
“There’s a vast disparity 
in service quality -- from 
excellent to extremely poor 
-- that warrants immediate 
attention,” he said.

On health literacy, 
Dr Zillur added: “We 
must focus on the social 
dynamics of how people 
access and demand 
healthcare. This should 
be brought into the 
mainstream public 
discourse.”

Presenting the keynote, 
IHE Professor Dr Syed 
Abdul Hamid outlined the 
report’s key findings and 
proposed implementation 
strategy. “The commission 
has done its part. It’s 
now time to help the 
government operationalise 
these recommendations.”

He reiterated the need 
for a legal framework to 
establish a Bangladesh 
Health Commission. 
“A draft law must be 
prepared by a dedicated 
task force and approved 
by the chief adviser.”

IHE Professor Dr 
Shafiun N. Shimul and 
Institute Director Dr 
Sharmeen Mobin Bhuiyan 
also spoke, stressing 
institutional reform.

Seven to die on 
murder charges
STAR REPORT

Seven individuals have been sentenced to death in 
two separate murder cases in Sirajganj and Habiganj, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Sirajganj, six robbers were sentenced to death 
for abducting and killing a vegetable trader in 2017. 

The verdict was announced yesterday by District 
and Sessions Judge M Ali Ahmed. 

The convicts -- Khwaza Miah, Enamul, Mojahid, 
Boshu, Saidul Islam, and Milon Sarkar -- were tried in 
absentia, having absconded after securing bail. Each 
was also fined Tk 10,000.

According to the case, trader Nazmul Islam was 
abducted from Gazipur while transporting vegetables 
from Naogaon to Dhaka. The kidnappers demanded 
Tk 50,000 in ransom. His body was later recovered 
from a ditch in Sirajganj. 

Police submitted a charge sheet against seven 
individuals; one died during the trial.

In Habiganj, a court sentenced Shah Alam alias 
Taher Uddin, 50, to death for killing his sister-in-
law, her daughter, and a neighbour in 2016 over a 
property dispute. 

Ease political party 
registration
Biplabi Gonojote urges EC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biplabi Gonojote, an alliance of seven political parties and 
organisations, has called for easing the party registration 
process by allowing registration with just a central office, 
central committee, and party constitution under the 
existing election laws.

The alliance has urged the Election Commission (EC) to 
amend the registration requirements so that a party can 
be registered easily.

The demand was made while a seven-member 
delegation of Biplabi Gonojote held a meeting yesterday 
with the EC, led by Chief Election Commissioner AMM 
Nasir Uddin, at the Election Bhaban in Dhaka’s Agargaon.

Biplabi Gonojote was formed in November last year.
The alliance includes Bangladesh Gonomukti Party, 

Bangladesh Green Party, Biplobi Gorib Party, Bangladesh 
Sarbojanin Dal, Bangladesh Peace Forum, Samyabadi Dal 
of Bangladesh, and the Prayata Neta Smriti Sangshad.

Abdul Monem, coordinator of Biplabi Gonojote and 
general secretary of Gonomukti Party, said, “We discussed 
with the commission how the law can be replaced. We 
demanded that registration be granted with just a central 
committee, central office, and party constitution.”

“The 1/11 government introduced a terrible law in the 

Fear of flash 
flood looms

Chellakhali river in Sherpur 

flows above danger level

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Due to heavy rainfall over 
the past four days and an 
onrush of hilly waters from 
across the Indian border, the 
Chellakhali river in Sherpur 
was flowing 106 centimetres 
above the danger level yesterday 
morning, according to the Water 
Development Board.

Md Akhinuzzaman, executive engineer of the 
board’s Sherpur office, said the river had already 
reached 128 centimetres above the danger level 
around 6:00pm yesterday afternoon.

“All rivers in Sherpur, including the Bhugai, are 
swelling due to continuous rain and the influx of 
upstream water,” he added.

Local residents remain on high alert as fears 
of a flash flood grow, especially if the water levels 
continue to rise.

Mohammad Shakhauat Hossain, deputy director 
of the Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
in Sherpur, said nearly 94 percent of Boro paddy has 
been harvested so far.

“We have advised farmers to harvest their 
remaining crops as soon as possible to minimise 
potential losses,” he added.

RANGPUR DIVISION

Erosion by Teesta, 
Dharla turns serious 
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

The monsoon has yet to arrive in full 
swing, but erosion along the Teesta and 
Dharla rivers has already taken a serious 
turn in Rangpur region, threatening 
thousands of families living along the 
riverbanks. 

According to officials of Bangladesh 
Water Development Board (BWDB), 
Teesta’s erosion started early, devouring 
croplands and houses at 130 points in 
the five districts of Rangpur division 
--Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Rangpur, 
Nilphamari, and Gaibandha.

Meanwhile, 11 erosion-prone spots 
have emerged along the Dharla 
riverbanks in Lalmonirhat and 
Kurigram.

The water levels of the rivers 
have been rising steadily for a week, 
intensifying the erosion and devouring 
homes, cropland, courtyards, and other 
structures, said affected residents. 

“I have lost two bighas of my cropland 
in just one week, and three bighas are in 
risk of erosion,” said Mahendranath Sen, 
60, a farmer from Moghalhat Senpara 
village under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

Jamal Hossain, 65, from the same 
village, said, “BWDB officials came, saw 
the damage, and left. No action has been 
taken yet, while the river is devouring 
our village. If the authorities stay silent, 
where do we go?”

Mobarak Hossain, 65, from 
Shankardah village in Rangpur’s 
Gangachara upazila, shared similar 
frustration, “This isn’t just our lands 
we’re losing — it’s our future. The 

erosion has left us helpless. I’ve lost my 
home and now live on someone else’s 
land.”

“If no permanent solution comes 
soon, countless families will be left 
destitute,” said Sirajul Islam, 55, of 
Harinchara village in Lalmonirhat 
Sadar. 

Contacted, Shunil Kumar, executive 
engineer of BWDB in Lalmonirhat, said 
erosion is currently occurring at 50-55 
points along the Teesta, with preventive 
measures underway at 13 points. “We’re 

working with the funds available. 
Unfortunately, there’s no allocation yet 
for the Dharla side,” he added.

Rabiul Islam, BWDB executive 
engineer in Rangpur, said erosion was 
reported at 25-26 points along the 
Teesta, with emergency work going on 
at eight priority locations.

Mahbubar Rahman, BWDB chief 
engineer in Rangpur, said a fund of Tk 120 
crore is being used in phases to combat 
Teesta’s erosion. “We are inspecting erosion 
points on both rivers and preparing to take 
urgent measures,” he added.
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Singer Noble 
arrested over 
rape, torture
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday arrested 
singer Mainul Ahsan 
Noble from Dhaka’s 
Demra area on charges of 
raping a college student 
after abducting her seven 
months ago.

A police team arrested 
him from the Sarulia area 
around 2:00am after the 
victim filed a case against 
him on charges of rape, 
torture, and pornography, 
said Mahmudur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge of Demra 
Police Station.

Later yesterday noon, 
Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Zia Uddin 
ordered to send Noble to 
jail after Demra police 
produced him before 
the court seeking his 
confinement in jail.

The court rejected a 
petition seeking Noble’s bail.

The victim alleged that 
Noble and his associates had 
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