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Two die from 
electrocution
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Chattogram

Two people died after being 
electrocuted in stagnant 
rainwater in Bashar Villa 
area on MM Ali Road in 
Chattogram city yesterday 
afternoon.

The deceased were 
identified as Tayeb, 45, from 
Purbo Polmogora in Mirsarai 
upazila, and Rabbi, 14, son of 
Humayun from Jabirpara 
area in Kishoreganj.

Chawkbazar Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Zahidul Kabir said 
heavy rain on Saturday 
night caused water to 
accumulate on the ground 
floor of a building.

Both victims got 
electrocuted when they 
stepped into the water.

They were rushed to 
Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital (CMCH) 
where doctors declared 
them dead, he added.

Nurul Alam Ashiq, in-
charge of the CMCH police 
outpost, said the two were 
brought to the hospital 
in critical condition.  The 
bodies were kept at the 
hospital morgue and 
later handed over to their 
families, said Nurul.

A CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

Waterlogging caused by accumulated 
rainwater in the Satal area of the Kishoreganj-
Chamara Port regional road has been causing 
immense suffering to locals.

The under-construction road has long 
remained in a dilapidated condition, and 
the rainfall over the past few days has only 
worsened the situation.

Vehicular movement has become extremely 
difficult, with potholes now submerged under 
muddy water. Heavy vehicles like trucks often 
get stuck or overturn, leading to accidents, 
while lighter, slow-moving vehicles are 
creating traffic congestion at several points.

The Roads and Highways Department 
began renovating the 19.5-kilometre road -- 
from Ekrampur in Kishoreganj to Chamara 
Port -- in March 2020 under a Tk 700 
crore project. However, even after 
four years, the work remains 
incomplete. The stretch from 
Ekrampur Railgate to Satal, 
spanning one kilometre, has 
been impassable for several 
years.

Residents of five haor 
upazilas in the district, along 
with people from neighbouring 
upazilas, rely on this road for 
regional connectivity. 

According to RHD sources, the renovation 
deadline has been extended several times. 
Authorities cited complications in land 
acquisition as the reason behind the delays. 

Goods such as paddy, coal, stone, and 
sand are transported daily to Chamara Port 
via this road before being shipped across the 
country through waterways. The road’s poor 
condition is causing major disruptions to the 
port’s activities.

Kamrul Islam, a resident of Satal area, 
alleged negligence and indifference on 
the part of the authorities and demanded 
immediate steps to complete the road’s 
renovation for the sake of public interest.

Contacted, Shakil Mohammad Faisal, 
executive engineer of RHD in Kishoreganj, 
said they are aware of the situation.

“There are complications regarding land 
acquisition along the one-kilometre stretch 
in Satal. The road is being widened from 18 to 

32 feet, but the work cannot 
progress unless the acquired 

lands are vacated by former 
owners,” he said.
“In the meantime, we are trying 

to fill the potholes with brick chips 
and mortar as a temporary fix. However, 

due to the municipality’s failure to clean 
roadside drains, rainwater has accumulated 
on the road. Hopefully, the water will recede 
in a few days so that we can repair the potholes 
temporarily.”

Rafiqul Islam, executive engineer of 
Kishoreganj municipality, said conservancy 
workers will be sent to clean the drains and 
remove the accumulated rainwater.

KISHOREGANJ-CHAMARA PORT ROAD

Years of neglect turn vital 
road into muddy trap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The third edition of the Green-E Sampurna Awards 
took place yesterday, recognising women from 
various sectors for their valuable contributions.

Launched in 2022 under the slogan “Ami nari, 
ami sampurna” (I am woman, I am whole), the 
initiative aims to honour women whose work 
propels the country forward. In this year’s ceremony, 
Executive Director of Manusher Jonno Foundation 
Shaheen Anam attended as the chief guest.

Veteran actor Dolly Zahur received the lifetime 
achievement award, while Apu Biswas, Mehazabien 
Chowdhury and her sister Malaika Chowdhury 
were recognised for their contributions to film and 
television. Singer Somnur Monir Konal was awarded 
for her vocal talent, and Peya Jannatul was honoured 
for her dual achievements as both lawyer and model.

The Daily Star’s Senior Investigative Reporter 
Zyma Islam was awarded in the journalism category, 
while Mousumi Mou was recognised as best master 
of ceremony. Sharmin Supta received an award for 
her inspiring comeback in the world of cricket.

Awardees also included Hosne Ara Begum, 
retired secretary and managing director of 
Bangladesh Hi-Tech Park Authority, and Dr Kanij 
Fatema, paediatric neurologist.

Sampurna Bangladesh Founder Subrata Dey 
said, “Through their outstanding achievements, 
these women are setting extraordinary examples 
and leading our society towards progress. They 
have excelled in diverse sectors -- politics, military, 
entrepreneurship, medicine, engineering, science, 
journalism and administration, among others.”

Sharna Lata Debnath, president of Sampurna 
Bangladesh, said, “Sampurna was founded in 2022 
with 80 women entrepreneurs. Our aim was to help 
marginalised, small-scale women entrepreneurs 
establish themselves successfully in society. 

“This year, we are honouring around 30 
accomplished women from various sectors with 
this award.”

General Secretary of Sampurna Bangladesh 
Tahmina Amin Rosy also spoke.

Sampurna 
honours women 

achievers

Rain submerges 
cropland in 
Rangpur
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Relentless rainfall over the last one week 
left vast stretches of cropland submerged 
across Rangpur region, causing severe 
disruption to maize and paddy harvest. 
While the window for safe harvesting is 
rapidly closing, farmers are hoping for 
improvement in weather.

“It rained intermittently every day over 
the past one week. There is no one to hire 
for harvesting the maize from cropland, 
so we are doing it on our own, wading 
through around 
four feet deep 
water,” said Sheher 
Ali, 65, of Kaliganj 
in Lalmonirhat. 

D e p a r t m e n t 
of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) 
officials said maize 
on around 1,25,501 
hectares of land 
and Boro paddy on 5,898 hectares have been 
cultivated this season in the five districts 
of the Rangpur region -- Lalmonirhat, 
Kurigram, Rangpur, Nilphamari, and 
Gaibandha. So far, only 40 percent of the 
paddy and 30 percent of the maize have 
been harvested, with most remaining crops 
are fully mature and ready for harvest. 

“This time of the year is the peak 
harvesting season. However, the weather 
is not on the farmers’ side at present,” said 
Shafiqul Islam, additional director of DAE 
(Rangpur).

Subal Chandra Roy, in-charge of 
Rajarhat Agricultural Meteorological 
Observatory in Kurigram, said an average 
of 26mm of rainfall was recorded in the 
region everyday over the past week. 

The weather pattern is likely to persist 
until May 21, he said.
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