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Ishraque supporters lock down
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slogans before returning to 
Nagar Bhaban.

By 10:30am, multiple 
processions from various 
parts of the city had 
gathered in front of Nagar 
Bhaban, causing traffic 
congestion in surrounding 
areas. While the main gate 
remained locked, some 
movement continued 
through a smaller side gate.

Around 11:00am, several 
groups moved through 
Golap Shah Mazar and 
GPO towards Paltan, but 
were intercepted by police 
near the GPO intersection.

“The government 
is stalling Ishraque’s 
swearing-in because it does 
not want BNP leaders in 
important positions,” said 
Khalil Shaheen, a protester 
from Shahbagh.

Around 1:30pm, the 
day’s programme ended 
with an announcement to 
continue the protests today. 
Retired senior secretary 
Moshiur Rahman, 

speaking on behalf of 
the protesters, confirmed 
the continuation of the 
movement.

Meanwhile, at a press 
briefing at Jatiya Press 
Club yesterday, Ishraque 
Hossain alleged that the 
delay in his swearing-
in reflects deeper issues 
within the state. “It shows 
there’s a ‘government 
within the government’ -- 
an inner circle working to 
benefit a particular party,” 
he claimed.

He noted that despite 
a court ruling in his 
favour and the publication 
of the gazette, the 
government has delayed 
implementation for over 20 
days.

Regarding the DSCC 
protests, Ishraque said, 
“This movement wasn’t 
called by me alone. It’s the 
people, the voters of Dhaka 
South, who have taken 
the initiative. From what 
I understand, the protest 
will continue until the 

demands are met.”
SERVICES CRIPPLED 

ACROSS REGIONAL 

OFFICES

The disruption extended 
beyond Nagar Bhaban. 
Services at DSCC’s all 10 
regional offices were also 
suspended as protesters 
blocked staff from entering.

An executive engineer 
from one region said 
protesters demonstrated at 
their office and prevented 
officials from entering.

Around 2:00pm, 
Masud Hasan, a city 
resident, arrived at Nagar 
Bhaban to inquire about 
his daughter’s birth 
registration. Finding the 
gates locked, he expressed 
frustration.

“Dhaka has turned into 
a city of protests. This 
is causing unbearable 
suffering to ordinary 
citizens like us. We hope 
this disruption ends soon,” 
he said, adding that he 
had faced similar issues on 
Thursday.

Woman 
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Market Police after realising 
she had been deceived.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
interrogation suggests 
the three are part of a 
larger syndicate targeting 
vulnerable individuals with 
fake spiritual solutions,” 
said the DC, adding that 
efforts are underway to 
identify and arrest other 
gang members and recover 
more assets.

Media, CSOs
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Oil-Gas once campaigned 
passionately, but since then 
no similar civil organisation 
has emerged. “Journalists 
write as much as they can. 
But we can’t find the voices 
from the people.”

In a keynote 
presentation, Kuntal Roy, 
Asia regional team lead 
of the Global Strategic 
Communications Council, 
said CSOs have produced 
and disseminated 
substantial public data 
in recent years through 
research reports, briefings 
and other publications. 
“There should be some 
collaboration between 
the CSOs and the media 
for a sustainable energy 
transition,” he said.

The discussion was 
moderated by MRDI 
Executive Director Hasibur 
Rahman and attended 
by Editor-in-Chief of 
Maasranga TV Rejoanul 
Haq, Editor of Samakal 
Shahed Muhammad Ali, 
Acting Editor of Dhaka 
Tribune Reaz Ahmad, 
Director of the Centre 
for Energy Research at 
United International 
University Shahriar Ahmed 
Chowdhury, and Founder 
of Bright Green Energy 
Foundation Dipal Barua, 
among others.
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A place of hope, healing for cancer
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diagnosed with cancer. 
“They found cancer in 
one of my kidneys. I had 
surgery, and by the grace 
of Almighty Allah, I am still 
alive,” he added.

Later, he partnered with 
Albab, and together they 
established the Mosabbir 
Alok Nibash Cancer Centre, 
which now provides care 
to nearly 100 patients at a 
time, offering free meals, 
accommodation, treatment, 
and emotional support.

Anis A Khan, president of 
BANCAT, said the initiative 
began with 24 beds at 
Bashundhara Residential 
Area under the leadership 
of their late president 
Rokia Afzal Rahman, with 
generous support from 
corporate bodies and 
individuals through Zakat 
and CSR funds.

Using contributions 
from Mudassir, BANCAT 
later opened another 50-
bed shelter in Bashundhara. 
With both centres now full, 
the need for expansion 
became urgent.

Inspired by this, they have 

now laid the foundation 
stone for a 200-bed hospice 
and palliative care centre in 
Singair Union, Manikganj, 
he added. 

According to the 
founders, the new Cancer 
Care Village will offer a 
range of facilities to meet 
the medical, emotional, 
social, and psychological 
needs of cancer patients.

Key facilities include 
Mosabbir Alok Nibash, a 
shelter for patients; Alok 
Katha, a community 
space; Alokon, a centre for 
counselling and wellness; 
a Screening and Early 
Detection Centre; a Research 
and Development Facility for 
cancer-related innovation; 
and a Caregiving Training 
Institute to develop skilled 
caregivers.

The village will also train 
local people to become 
caregivers, helping them 
earn a living while caring 
for those in need. Speaking 
to this newspaper, Mudassir 
called the project both a 
personal mission and a 
national responsibility. He 

said it is easy to build walls, 
but building a community 
of care is much harder. 

The Cancer Care Village 
is expected to open within 
three years and serve 
more than 5,000 patients 
annually. Its founders 
hope the model will set a 
standard for cancer care 
across South Asia.

Founders said BANCAT 
works towards reducing 
the burden of cancer 
in Bangladesh through 
prevention, education, 
advocacy, and patient care. 
Their mission focuses on 
three key areas: creating 
nationwide cancer 
awareness, providing holistic 
care for underserved cancer 
patients, and promoting 
mental wellness within the 
cancer community.

So far, BANCAT has 
served over 3,000 cancer 
patients, and its Mosabbir 
Alok Nibash currently offers 
85 beds for underprivileged 
individuals, ensuring they 
receive dignity and support 
during their treatment 
journey.
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This crucial road connecting Charghat and Bagha upazilas in Rajshahi to Lalpur, Ishwardi, and Kushtia has long 
been riddled with potholes, causing severe difficulties for commuters. Although repair work has now begun in 
some places, locals worry about completion delays ahead of the rainy season. The photo was taken yesterday 
afternoon. PHOTO: AZAHAR UDDIN


