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Road crashes 
kill 5 in Khulna, 
Dinajpur
STAR REPORT

At least five persons were 
killed in road accidents 
in Khulna and Dinajpur 
yesterday.

In Khulna, three people 
were killed as a human 
haulier collided with an 
oil tanker around 10:30am 
in front of Dumuria Fire 
Service Station in Dumuria 
upazila. 

The crash left the 
human haulier’s driver 
and two passengers dead 
on the spot, said Shimul 
Mondal, a sub-inspector 
at Kharnia Highway Police 
Station.

The identities of the 
victims could not be known 
immediately, he added.

In Dinajpur, a truck hit 
a motorcycle from behind 
on Dinajpur-Birampur 
regional road in Phulbari 
upazila around 1:00am 
and fled the scene, leaving 
the motorcyclist Sohag 
Hossain, 26, dead on the 
spot and his pillion, Md 
Tojammel Haque, 36, 
critically injured, said 
Abdullah Al Mamun, 
inspector (investigation) of 
Phulbari Police Station.

Tojammel died at a local 
health complex.

Sohag’s elder brother 
Rashidul Islam filed a case 
in this connection.

Police are trying to trace 
the truck and its driver, the 
inspector said.

Three placed
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No lawyers stood at the 
court to defend them.

The victim’s brother 
filed the murder case with 
Shahbagh Police Station, 
accusing 8-10 unnamed 
persons.

Shammo, 25, was a 
student of Dhaka University 
student and the literature 
and publication secretary 
of the Sir AF Rahman 
Hall unit of Jatiyatabadi 
Chhatra Dal.

Issue gazette to form
FROM PAGE 3

of a transition oversight 
team, presented a five-
point list of demands.

“Students of the seven 
affiliated colleges have 
repeatedly taken to the 
streets, faced police 
action, shed blood, and 
some even lost limbs while 
demanding their right to 
a proper education,” said 
Zafrin. “If the gazette is not 
issued by May 18, we will be 
compelled to resume our 
protests from Sunday.”

She said further details 
of the movement would 
be shared through press 
releases depending on 

developments. “If we return 
to the streets, we won’t 
go back to the campus 
without the new university 
ordinance in hand.”

The students’ key 
demands include: 
immediate issuance of 
the gazette forming the 
interim body, publication 
of an academic calendar to 
address session backlogs, 
cessation of unauthorised 
fee collection, admission 
test arrangements for 
the 2024–25 session 
within two working days 
of forming the interim 
body, publication of the 
university’s outline and 
logo within five working 
days

They also called for 
the formal ordinance to 
be issued by June 16 and 
for budget allocations for 
Dhaka Central University 
to be included in the 2025–
26 national budget.

The seven institutions 
-- Dhaka College, Eden 
Mohila College, Begum 
Badrunnesa Government 
College, Government 
Bangla College, Kabi Nazrul 
Government College, 
Government Titumir 
College, and Government 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
College -- were re-affiliated 
with Dhaka University in 
2017.

However, amid ongoing 
protests over academic and 
administrative issues, DU 
authorities and the colleges 
agreed in January this year 
to sever the affiliation.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The media can make use of civil society 
organisations’ (CSOs) manpower and resources 
for investigation and data analysis, as most media 
outlets do not have such teams, said speakers at a 
discussion yesterday.

They said although coverage of energy-related 
stories has increased since the pandemic, there is 
still room for improvement.

The Media Resources Development Initiative 
(MRDI) organised the discussion, titled 
“Sustainable Energy Transition: News Media-
Civil Society 
Collaboration,” at 
YWCA Bhaban in 
Dhaka. 

At the event, 
various media 
managers joined 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from CSOs 
working on energy 
transition.

K h o n d a k e r 
Golam Moazzem, 
research director at 
the Centre for Policy Dialogue, said most media 
outlets have a top-down approach to producing 
news and analysis. 

“We all talk about Dhaka only. But we need to 
talk to rural people to understand their needs. 
We need to find local experts to express their 
problems,” he said, adding that CSOs should take 
more proactive roles alongside media leaders.

Sharier Khan, executive editor of The Business 
Standard, urged CSOs to conduct new studies or 
find new ways to make themselves “news-worthy”.

He said the National Committee to Protect 
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Severe traffic congestion grips both sides of Mirpur Road in the Shyamoli area of the capital. Although Saturdays are usually weekends, 
yesterday was a working day following a government notification, leading to weekday-like gridlocks across the city. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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A woman in Dhaka was scammed out 
of Tk 6,100 and 25 bhori of gold after 
falling prey to a Facebook post offering 
a so-called spiritual cure for infertility.

She responded to a post in a group 
called “Doa Kobuler Aloukik Golpo” 
(Miraculous Stories of Prayers Fulfilled), 
where a woman claimed to solve personal 
problems through divine rituals.

She first sent Tk 6,100 via a mobile 
transfer app and later couriered used 
clothes, shampoo, soap, oil and gold 
jewellery, allegedly for a “spiritual 
cleansing” ritual that would help her 
conceive. After receiving the items, the 
woman blocked her from social media.

Police have since arrested three 
members of an online fraud syndicate -- 
Md Asifur Rahman, 20, Md Al Amin, 25, 
and Anamika, 24 -- in separate drives in 
Savar and Mohammadpur early Friday.

During the raids, law enforcers 
recovered 85 bhori of gold, 26 bhori of 
gold mixed with copper, Tk 3.5 lakh 
in cash, and several high-end mobile 
phones.

At a press briefing yesterday, Masud 
Alam, deputy commissioner of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police’s Ramna Division, 
said the scam began in January when 
she contacted the fraudsters through 
Facebook Messenger.

She then filed a complaint with New 
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