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Passenger traffic
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a c c o u n t a b i l i t y - b a s e d 
operations significantly 
improved passenger 
services at the country’s 
busiest airport.

“We focused on ensuring 
accountability during my 
tenure. As a result, over 85 
percent of baggage is now 
delivered to passengers 
within the standard 
time, monitored through 
automated tracking 
systems,” he said.

Kamrul projected 
that the aviation 
sector’s contribution to 
Bangladesh’s GDP could 
reach 5–6 percent within the 

next five years, up from less 
than 1 percent at present.

Newly appointed 
Executive Director Group 
Captain Samad pledged to 
prioritise international-
standard services for both 
passengers and cargo, 
with transparency and 
professionalism.

“An airport is the first 
impression of a country. 
It must reflect the highest 
standards,” he said.

The programme was 
presided over by ATJFB 
President Tanzim Anwar, 
while General Secretary 
Baten Biplob moderated 
the event.

Zubaida gets  bail
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The Daily Star. Earlier on 
Tuesday, the same HC 
bench condoned Zubaida’s 
587 days’ delay for filing 
the appeal against the trial 
court verdict in the case.

According to the law, 
an appeal is supposed to 
be filed with the HC within 
60 days after the trial court 
delivers judgement in such 
a case, SM Shahjahan, a 
senior counsel for Zubaida, 
told this correspondent on 
Tuesday.

He also informed that 
the government on October 
2 last year suspended 
the jail term of Zubaida 
Rahman for one year, on 
the condition that she will 
file an appeal in the case 
upon surrender.

Following the HC’s order 
of condonation of delay on 
Tuesday, Zubaida’s lawyers 
filed the appeal with the 
HC challenging the trial 
court judgment.

A group of lawyers 
including SM Shahjahan, 
AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon, 
Kayser Kamal, Aminul 
Islam, Nasir Uddin Ashim, 
Zakir Hossain Bhuiyan 
and Maksud appeared for 
Zubaida, while lawyer Asif 
Hasan stood for the Anti-

Corruption Commission 
(ACC) during the hearing.

On August 2, 2023, a 
Dhaka court sentenced 
Tarique Rahman to nine 
years’ imprisonment and 
his wife Zubaida to three 
years jail sentence in the 
corruption case.

Excess salt intake
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In his keynote speech, 
Ahmad Khairul Abrar, 
coordinator of the 
foundation’s salt reduction 
programme, said processed 
foods are a major source of 
excess salt intake. He warned 
that even when these foods 
don’t taste salty, they often 
contain high levels of salt.

This hidden salt intake is 
silently fuelling an epidemic 
of non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs), particularly 
heart disease, he said, 
stressing the need for a 
comprehensive national salt 
reduction strategy.

Prof Sohel Reza 
Choudhury, head of 
the Department of 
Epidemiology and Research 
at the foundation, said while 
salt enhances taste, excessive 
consumption becomes a 
major risk factor for heart 
disease, stroke, kidney 
failure, and other NCDs.

Mustak Hasan Md 
Iftekhar, founding 
chairman of the Bangladesh 
Food Safety Authority, 

highlighted the need for 
mandatory front-of-pack 
labelling and accurate 
nutrition information 
on packaging, alongside 
regular oversight by relevant 
authorities.

Prof Syed Zakir 
Hossain, line director of 
the NCD Programme at 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services, said the 
NCD Control Programme 
has already begun working 
on a national salt reduction 
strategy.

Prof Mohammad Shoeb, a 
member of Bangladesh Food 
Safety Authority, noted that 
while current packaging 
laws require companies to 
disclose salt, sugar, and fat 
content, many either fail 
to comply or provide the 
information in unreadable 
formats.

To protect public health 
and improve awareness, 
he said the authority is 
revising labelling laws to 
introduce a user-friendly 
front-of-pack labelling 
system.

Cut waterlogging
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by the Chattogram City 
Corporation and other 
local government bodies 
do not yield the expected 
results this year, those 
efforts will seem to have 
gone down the drain. 

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
Chattogram’s heritage and 
historical achievements, 
Prof Yunus said the 
waterlogging issue is both 
symbolic and complex. He 
said solving this problem 
could set an example for 
other cities and districts.

Urging to address the 
issue regularly, he said, 
“Many other cities lack the 
capacity that Chattogram 
has. Therefore, all local 
organisations must remain 
active, and civil society must 
step up and demonstrate 
their capability.”

The meeting was 

attended by Road Transport 
and Bridges Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan, Education Adviser 
CR Abrar, Fisheries and 
Livestock Adviser Farida 
Akhtar, Health Adviser 
Nurjahan Begum, Liberation 
War Affairs Adviser Faruk-e-
Azam, Special Envoy to the 
Chief Adviser Lutfe Siddiqui, 
BIDA Chairman Chowdhury 
Ashiq Mahmud Bin Harun, 
and SDG Affairs Principal 
Coordinator Lamia 
Morshed, among others.

A step closer to reality
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Boalkhali are also present 
here today -- this bridge has 
long been their cherished 
dream. Once completed, 
it will alleviate many of 
the hardships faced by the 
people of Chattogram,” he 
said.

The existing Kalurghat 
Bridge, an ageing steel 
structure, currently allows 
only light vehicles and 
limited rail traffic. Over 
the years, it has become a 
source of frustration for 
commuters and traders due 
to frequent disruptions and 
safety concerns.

The new bridge is 
expected to contribute to 
the country’s economic 
growth, especially with the 
upcoming opening of the 
Matarbari deep seaport in 
Cox’s Bazar.

To support this, 
Bangladesh Railway 
has planned to build a 
26-kilometre railway line 
from Chakaria to Matarbari.

Railway officials said once 
completed, containers from 
the Matarbari seaport can 

be sent directly by train to 
the Dhaka Inland Container 
Depot.

According to railway, 
the new Kalurghat Bridge 
will span 700 metres across 
the Karnaphuli. In addition 
to the main structure, 
the project includes 6.2 
kilometres of viaducts on 
both ends, 4.54 kilometres 
of embankments, and 2.40 
kilometres of road viaducts.

A total of 11.44 kilometres 
of new railway tracks will 
also be constructed under 
the project.

The estimated cost of the 
bridge is Tk 11,560 crore, of 
which Tk 4,435 crore will 
come from government 
funds and Tk 7,125 crore will 
be financed through foreign 
loans -- primarily from 
South Korea.

To finance the project, 
Bangladesh signed a loan 
agreement with South Korea 
on June 27, 2023.

Project Director Abdul 
Kalam Chowdhury told 
reporters that preliminary 
work is already underway. 
The feasibility study has been 

completed, and tenders have 
been invited for consultant 
recruitment.

Construction work is 
expected to become visible 
by December this year, 
marking the transition 
from planning to on-
ground execution, he said.

If all progresses on 
schedule, the bridge is 
expected to be completed by 
December 2029 and opened 
for use in 2030, according to 
project officials.

For residents of 
Boalkhali, Patiya, and 
nearby upazilas, the new 
bridge represents more 
than just convenience -- it 
symbolises long-awaited 
relief and new beginnings.

“The Kalurghat Rail and 
Road Bridge no longer feels 
like a dream, it’s becoming 
a reality,” said Chowdhury 
Lokman, a resident of the 
upazila.

Abdul Hannan, a trader 
from the Ghumdandi area, 
said, “The new bridge will 
reduce transport costs and 
give us access to larger 
markets.”

Reform laws
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family law and introduction 
of a unified family code 
to remove inequality in 
inheritance laws across all 
religious communities.

Afroza Soma, assistant 
professor of Media and 
Mass Communication at 
American International 
University –Bangladesh, 
raised concerns about 
entrenched societal 
perceptions of women. 

Despite some progress, 
women are still treated 
as second-class citizens 
while facing widespread 
harassment and 
marginalisation, she said. 

Soma urged a shift in 
focus from remedial support 
for victims to changing the 
behaviour and mindset of 
perpetrators.

Sultana Begum, president 
of Green Bangla Garments 
Workers Federation, pointed 
out the multiple challenges 
faced by women working 
in the garment industry 
or as domestic workers, 
including wage disparity, 
job insecurity, lack of social 
protection, and vulnerable 
conditions, and called for 
the effective enforcement 
of government policies 
and the ratification of ILO 
Conventions 189 and 190.

BNPS director Shahnaz 
Sumi said structural change 
is necessary to strengthen 
women’s economic position, 
and property rights is key 
to their social and political 
empowerment.

Presiding over the event, 
Dr Makhduma Nargis 
Ratna, vice-president of 
BNPS, reminded that a key 
objective of Liberation War 
was to establish a secular 
and equitable society.

She cautioned against 
misrepresenting the 
gender equality movement 
as anti-men, criticised the 
legal system for failing 
to protect women’s 
rights, and condemned 
the proliferation of 
misogynistic narratives in 
guise of religious teachings.

DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 15, 2025 

JAISHTHA 1, 1432 BS        9

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

4-10

4-45

Zohr  

12-45

1-15

Asr

5-00

5-15

Maghrib

6-36

6-40

Esha

8-00

8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 

MAY 15


