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‘Maintain ceasefire’
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The signatories called 
on both governments to 
ensure the ceasefire marks 
not just a temporary 
pause in violence but the 
beginning of a sustained 
diplomatic process. 

They urged India and 
Pakistan to engage in 
direct and transparent 
communication -- or 
work through trusted 
intermediaries -- to reinforce 
the ceasefire and address 
the underlying causes of 
recurring tensions.

The civil society 
members also expressed 
deep concern at the 
recent escalation in 
hostilities between India 
and Pakistan following the 
deadly terrorist attack in 
Pahalgam, Kashmir.

“We mourn the loss of 
innocent lives and stand in 
solidarity with all victims 
of violence -- wherever 
they may be, whichever 

border they belong to,” the 
statement said.

It stressed that as two 
nuclear-armed states with 
a shared and turbulent 
history, India and Pakistan 
bear a heavy responsibility 
-- not only to their citizens 
but to the wider South 
Asian region, which 
remains densely populated 
and economically fragile. 
Any renewed conflict, 
they warned, would be 
catastrophic.

The statement 
categorically condemned 
all forms of terrorism and 
the deliberate targeting 
of civilians, calling for 
a full, impartial, and 
international investigation 
into the Pahalgam attack. 
“Justice must prevail -- but 
it must not come at the 
cost of more bloodshed,” it 
said.

The group also rejected 
the rise in dangerous 
rhetoric and communal 

hate speech being amplified 
via mainstream and social 
media, saying it heightens 
public tensions and puts 
religious minorities at risk.

They called on the 
international community 
to act with urgency and 
unity to prevent any breach 
of the ceasefire and urged 
Bangladesh -- alongside 
other SAARC nations -- to 
apply moral and political 
pressure on India and 
Pakistan to uphold peace.

Prominent signatories 
include human rights 
activists Hameeda Hossain 
and Sultana Kamal; senior 
lawyer ZI Khan Panna; 
Sara Hossain, honorary 
executive director of BLAST; 
Iftekharuzzaman, executive 
director of Transparency 
International Bangladesh; 
former ambassadors Tariq 
Karim and Farooq Sobhan; 
CAMPE Executive Director 
Rasheda K Chowdhury; 
photographer and writer 

Shahidul Alam; writer and 
activist Rahnuma Ahmed; 
eminent economist Anu 
Muhammad; Perween 
Hasan, vice-chancellor of 
Central Women’s University; 
Shaheen Anam, executive 
director of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation; Khushi Kabir, 
coordinator of Nijera Kori; 
as well as Dhaka University 
professors Gitiara Nasreen, 
Sumaiya Khair, and Samina 
Luthfa.
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embassies, postal services, 
or online platforms. 
They emphasised that, as 
citizens, they should be 
included in the democratic 
process.

Other demands included 
protecting the families and 
properties of migrants in 
Bangladesh and introducing 
financial support schemes 
like insurance, widows’ 
allowance, education 
grants, and medical benefits 
for families of deceased, 
injured, or ill migrants.

They also urged the 
government to provide pre-
departure insurance for 
contract-based workers.

To help returning 
migrants contribute to 
national development, the 
speakers proposed setting 
up industrial zones at the 
upazila level for investment 
and entrepreneurship.

They also called for 
policy reforms to reduce 
bureaucratic red tape 
and ensure investment 
protection for expatriates.

The session was chaired 
by Mohammad Abdul Jalil 
Khan, general secretary of the 
All-European Bangladeshi 
Community (Great Britain).

Speakers included Ayub 
Bhuiyan, general secretary 
of the National Press Club; 
AKM Mohsin, vice president 
of the Bangladesh Federal 
Union of Journalists; 
Mominul Momen Shikdar 
(France representative); 
Mokhlesur Rahman 
(Greece representative); 
Mostaq Mannan (Germany 
representative); and Kawsar 
Mahmud (Switzerland 
representative).

Health, nutrition key  
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dysfunctional, and less than 
2 percent of the national 
budget goes to social sectors, 
with funds inconsistently 
disbursed, she also said.

Vaccine shortages stem 
from poor planning, she 
said, adding, “There’s zero 
tracking in WASH.”

Flowers urged raising 
health spending to 2 
percent of GDP, investing 
in teacher training and 
digital tools, and shifting 
to long-term, government-
led programmes focused on 
women and children.

Mahfuz Anam, editor and 
publisher of The Daily Star, 
echoed the call for urgent 
reform. “Children are the 
future of every nation, yet 
our history shows we have 
failed to prioritise their 
welfare,” he said.

He criticised the 
country’s underinvestment 
in children’s affairs and 
education and talked about 
the prevalence of corruption 
and waste in these sectors. 

“We not only spend less 
than we should, but much 
of what we do spend is 
misused -- through poor 
planning, misjudgement, 
misallocation, and yes, 
corruption,” he said.

Calling for a complete 
overhaul, Mahfuz Anam 
urged Bangladesh to 
abandon outdated 
approaches and adopt more 
efficient, forward-thinking 
policies.

Michael Kreja, head of 
development cooperation 
at the EU Delegation to 
Bangladesh, said education 

spending has stagnated at 
around 12 percent of the 
national budget and just 
1.69 percent of GDP -- far 
below Unesco’s 4–6 percent 
benchmark.

He called for a shift 
toward quality, job-relevant 
education, alongside 
investment in digital 
learning and teacher reform.

With Bangladesh set to 
graduate from LDC status 
in 2026, he stressed the 
need for tax reforms and 
digitalisation to boost 
domestic revenue and ensure 
sustainable financing.

Rasheda K Choudhury, 
executive director of 
Campaign for Popular 
Education, stressed the 
need to track budget flows 
and shift from fragmented, 
project-based models 
to integrated, sustained 
programmes.

She also criticised delays 
that led to Bangladesh 
missing half of its Global 
Partnership for Education 
funds, blaming poor 
coordination and failure to 
submit a roadmap.

Jahangirnagar University 
economics professor 
Dr Sharmind Neelormi 
highlighted the intersection 
of children’s issues, 
including drug abuse, unsafe 
recreational spaces, youth 
gang activity, and child 
marriage.

On education, she said 
expecting quality teaching 
from educators earning a 
basic salary of Tk 11,000 per 
month is unrealistic.

She also criticised 
politicised curriculum 

development and noted 
that despite tax exemptions 
for childcare and eldercare 
businesses, private daycare 
remains unaffordable for 
many.

UN Women 
Representative Gitanjali 
Singh urged reassessing how 
gender-responsive budgeting 
is measured.

“Although 34 percent of 
the budget is now labelled 
as gender-responsive, the 
outcomes for women and 
children remain dismal,” she 
said.

Nishath Sultana, director 
of influencing, campaign 
and communication at Plan 
International Bangladesh, 
said, “Domestic violence has 
risen by 70 percent, while 94 
percent of women who go 
out for work or education 
report harassment and 80 
percent say they feel unsafe 
in the city.”

She called for cultural 
and political shifts to address 
these issues, including 
redefining masculinity and 
tackling the root causes.

Dr Anisuzzaman 
Chowdhury, special 
assistant to the chief 
adviser, Economic Relations 
Division; Mamtaz Ahmed 
NDC, senior secretary, 
Ministry of Women and 
Children Affairs (MoWCA); 
Prof Mustafizur Rahman, 
distinguished fellow at CPD; 
and Dilara Begum, joint 
secretary, MoWCA, were 
among the speakers at the 
event, moderated by Tanjim 
Ferdous, in-charge of NGOs 
and Foreign Mission at The 
Daily Star.
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Meanwhile, Mithun’s 
pregnant wife was also 
named as an accused, 
said his brother Shahadat 
Hossain Mamun.

A d d i t i o n a l 
Superintendent of Police 
Tasmin Akter said the list 
of accused was prepared 
on intelligence reports, 
eyewitness accounts, and 
CCTV footage.

CITY

‘Cancel FDC-Palashi link road project’
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Till yesterday a group of 
young protesters have 
been demonstrating at 
Panthakunja Park under 
the banner of “Bangladesh 
Tree Protection Movement” 
for 151 days.

They expressed 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t 
and concern as the 
government is still not 

taking any visible steps 
to save Panthakunja Park 
and Hatirjheel.

“The project not only 
ignores legal safeguards for 
nature but also contradicts 
global efforts to cut carbon 
emissions,” the statement 
noted.

Critics stressed that 
while many countries 
are investing in public 
transportation to reduce 

dependence on cars, this 
project, initiated by the 
previous authoritarian 
regime, reflects a 
development philosophy 
that undermines both the 
environment and the rights 
of citizens.

                Dhaka University 
Prof Gitiara Nasreen, 
TIB Executive Director 
Iftekharuzzaman, author 
Prof Anu Muhammad, 

photographers Shahidul 
Alam and Nasir Ali 
Mamun, Prof Salimullah 
Khan, rights activists 
Rehnuma Ahmed and 
Shireen Huq, member 
of Constitution Reform 
Commission Firoz Ahmed 
and Barrister Jyotirmoy 
Barua, and urban planner 
Adil Muhammad Khan 
signed the statement, 
among others.


