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Teen held over murder
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veranda, the boy stole Tk 
3,000 from a wallet kept 
beside the TV, intending 
to buy a used bicycle, the 
official said.

The official said when 
Mariam noticed the theft, 
she scolded him and 
threatened to inform his 
mother. The boy suddenly 
grabbed a knife from the 
dining table and stabbed 
Mariam multiple times.

The DB official said, 
“Hearing her sister’s 
screams, Sufia rushed in 
from the other room. The 
boy also stabbed her. He 

then brought a grinding 
stone from the kitchen and 
struck both sisters on the 
head multiple times and 
fled the scene.”

Detectives located him 
at his grandfather’s house 
in Jhalakathi. Based on his 
confession, investigators 
also recovered several 
pieces of evidence.

Police produced him 
before a Dhaka court 
yesterday where he gave 
a confessional statement 
under Section 164 of 
the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, the DB official 
said.

Cross-sector collaboration key
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covering all aspects of the 
sector. However, she pointed 
out that implementing all 
recommendations at once 
may not be possible. The 
commission should therefore 
help authorities in finding 
pragmatic ways to prioritise 
implementation, she added.

She also said a pragmatic 
approach is needed to decide 
which laws to enact first and 
which can be deferred.

Yasmin noted that the 
two divisions of the health 
ministry currently struggle 
to work in coordination. 
Meanwhile, the commission 
has proposed forming a new 
health commission, creating 
a separate health service, and 
setting up several new offices.

“Are we expanding the 
bureaucracy?” she asked.

“The proposed health 
commission has been assigned 

a wide range of responsibilities,” 
she said, adding, “Is there any 
scope for simplification here?” 

She suggested forming 
a broad platform involving 
representatives from political 
parties and professional bodies of 
doctors and nurses to implement 
the recommendations.

Prof Mohammad Zakir 
Hossain, a member of the reform 
commission, said implementing 
the recommendations would 
take between six months and 10 
years.

He said the interim 
government could start the 
implementation process and 
carry out many proposals 
within 8 to 10 months by issuing 
ordinances and statutory 
regulatory orders (SROs).

“A technical committee and 
a separate secretariat would 
be needed for the process. The 
commission will assist them if 
necessary,” he added.

Ahmed Ehsanur Rahman, 
another member of the 
commission, gave a detailed 
presentation on financing the 
health sector.

He said the demographic 
pattern has changed 
significantly, with about 40 
percent of the population now 
living in urban areas. Therefore, 
the pattern of health financing 
must be adjusted accordingly, 
he added.

“Bangladesh ranks among the 
lowest in terms of government 
health spending. This must be 
increased significantly,” he also 
said.

Dr Md Khairul Islam, 
executive committee member 
of Bangladesh Health 
Watch; Prothom Alo Special 
Correspondent Shishir Moral; 
and Bangladesh Health 
Reporters Forum President 
Rashed Rabbi also spoke at the 
event.

NCP clarifies stance
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The party said such slogans 
disrupted the possibility 
of renewed national 
unity following the July 
uprising. It also deemed 
any attempt to link the 
NCP to these actions as 
“entirely unnecessary and 
unwanted”.

“We unequivocally 
assert that no NCP member 
raised party-centric or anti-
struggle slogans during the 
movement,” the statement 
read.

“Those responsible must 
be held accountable,” it 
added.

The party also noted 
that its slogans and 
speeches consistently 
reflected the spirit of the 
people’s struggles of 1947, 

1971, and 2024.
NCP also said 

recognising the people’s 
historical movements -- 
in 1947, 1971 and 2024 -- 
must be a prerequisite for 
political participation in 
Bangladesh.

Referring to those 
accused of collaborating 
in the 1971 genocide, 
the party urged them 
to clarify their political 
stance and contribute to 
national consensus and 
the fulfilment of the 2024 
uprising’s aspirations.

“The forces that stood 
with citizens during the 
fall of the ‘fascist’ regime 
must now embrace a 
pro-Bangladesh role in 
rebuilding the nation,” 
added the statement.

Prioritise labour
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government and would also 
like to see accountability 
for past violations,” said US 
Chargé d’Affaires Tracey 
Ann Jacobson said.

Several reaffirmed their 
countries’ commitment to 
supporting Bangladesh’s 
transition.

Lutfey Siddiqi delivered 
the first full summary of 
the interim government’s 
reform efforts since July 
2024, saying it has made 
dramatic progress over the 
last eight months. “The ILO 
roadmap is not just a guide 
-- it’s a commitment. We’re 
investing time, energy and 
goodwill to get this right 
both in terms of process 
and outcome,” he said.

Siddiqi also briefed the 
diplomats on the inter-
ministerial meetings 
with the ministries of 
home, labour, and public 
administration to address 
the politically motivated 
cases from the previous 
regime, better dispute 
resolution mechanisms 
to avert backlog in courts, 
and the issue of insufficient 
capacity in inspector roles. 

He noted that labour 
rights is not just a domestic 
issue, but now tied to 
market access, global trade 
decisions, including the 
tariff agenda of President 
Trump. “We must act 
accordingly,” he said.

He commended the 
personal engagement and 

moral authority of Labour 
Affairs Adviser Dr Sakhawat 
Hossain, who spent hours 
with tripartite stakeholders 
to bring them along.

EU Ambassador Michael 
Miller noted that there has 
been a lot of social dialogue 
and appreciated the sense 
of urgency regarding the 
labour reforms.

“We look forward to 
seeing the draft legislation 
soon and track tangible 
improvements on the 
ground. Resolution of 
this has implications for 
continued access to EU 
markets,” Miller added.

British High 
Commissioner Sarah Cooke 
said Bangladesh’s LDC 
graduation must be backed 
by strong labour standards. 
“I echo others in expressing 
my appreciation for the 
seriousness with which 
the interim government of 
Bangladesh has approached 
this issue,” she added.

Canadian High 
Commissioner Ajit Singh 
said labour reforms as 
per the ILO roadmap is 
particularly important for 
Bangladesh in the context 
of LDC graduation.

ILO Country Director 
Tuomo Poutiainen 
remarked, “We’re very close 
to shaping the updated 
Bangladesh Labour Act. 
What matters now is doing 
this in a way that stands the 
test of time and protects 
workers in the long run.”
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Hundreds of nursing students from various institutions across Sylhet gathered to stage a protest 
yesterday, marking International Nurses Day. They demanded that their three-year diploma in 
nursing and midwifery be recognised as equivalent to a bachelor’s degree. The photo was taken 
from near the Sylhet Central Shaheed Minar. PHOTO: STAR

2nd Edition

Former MP 
Momtaz held 
in Dhaka
STAR REPORT

T h e 
D e t e c t i v e 
Branch (DB) 
of police 
a r r e s t e d 
f o r m e r 
l a w m a k e r 
of Manikgaj-2 constituency 
and singer Momtaz Begum 
in the capital’s Dhanmondi 
area last night.

Talebur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner 
(media) of DMP, confirmed 
the matter to The Daily 
Star. Momtaz is accused 
in multiple cases filed over 
the attack on students and 
protesters during the July 
uprising last year. She will 
be produced before the 
court today, he said.


