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‘Clock is ticking’
for Russia

Warns Germany on Ukraine
ceasefire ultimatum as
Europe threatens Nord

Stream 2 sanctions
REUTERS, Kyiv

European countries will begin preparing new sanctions

?'

UK’s Starmer
pledges
big drop in

lmmlgratlon on Russia unless the Kremlin starts abiding by a 30
day ceasefire in its war with Ukraine, which was set to
Says greater control expire by the end of yesterday.
needed to maintain Ukraine’s military said Russia had conducted dozens
B . of attacks along the front in eastern Ukraine yesterday
social cohesion

as well as an overnight assault using more than 100
drones, despite the ceasefire proposal by Europe and
Kyiv.

“The clock is ticking,” a German government
spokesperson said at a news conference in Berlin.

“We still have 12 hours until the end of the day, and
if the ceasefire is not in place by then, the Furopean
side will (set in motion) preparations for sanctions,” the
spokesperson said.

The leaders of four major European powers travelled
to Kyiv on Saturday and demanded an unconditional
30-day ceaseflire from yesterday. Russian President
Vladimir Putin, implicitly rejecting the offer, instead

REUTERS, London

UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmeryesterday promised
o cut net migration to
Britain significantly over
the next four years, saying
greater control was needed
to maintain social cohesion
and drive investment in the
local workforce.

Controllingimmigration
was a key factor in Britain’s
2016 vote to leave the
Furopean Union, yet net
arrivals have quadrupled
since it left the bloc, helping
boost the popularity of
Nigel Farage’s right-wing,
anti-immigration Reform
UK party.

Starmer said nations
depend on rules that set
out rights, responsibilities
and obligations, and that
without  them  Britain
risked “becoming an island
of strangers”.

He said his new plan
meant migration would fall

Palestinian Red Crescent crews hold a rally yesterday in Ramallah, in the occupied West Bank, to mark World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day

and call for the protection of medical personnel and humanitarian workers in Gaza.

Gaza faces critical risk of famine

Says hunger monitor; Israeli strikes kill 15 Palestinians sheltering in a school

AGENCIES
A global hunger monitor said yesterday that
Gaza’s entire population continues to face
a critical risk of famine, while half a million
people face starvation.

The Integrated Food Security Phase

PHOTO: AFP

any kind,” his office said, adding that military
pressure had forced Hamas into the release.
“The negotiations will continue under fire,
during preparations for an intensification of
the fighting.”

Israeli jets continued to pound Gaza before
the expected release, killing at least 15 people
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Half a million people face
starvation in Gaza: monitor

Hamas will release US-Israeli
hostage

proposed direct Russia-Ukraine talks in Istanbul that
he said could potentially lead to a ceasefire. In a fresh
twist in the stop-start peace talks process, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky said he would travel in
person to Istanbul where, he said, he would be waiting
to meet Putin.

sharply by the end of this
parliament in 2029.

“That’s a promise, but
I want to be very clear on
this, if we do need to take
further steps, if we do
need to do more to release
pressure on housing and
our public services, then
mark my words, we will,” he
told a press conference at
his Downing Street office.

of their contempt for each other.

than missiles.

The Kremlin has not responded to that latest
proposal. Putin and Zelensky have not met since
December 2019 - over two years before Russia launched
its full-scale invasion of Ukraine - and make no secret

The Ukrainian air force said Ukraine came under
attack overnight from 108 long-range combat drones
starting from 11:00 pm, an hour before the proposed
ceasefire was due to kick in. Attacks of this kind unfold
over the course of hours as drones fly much slower
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Classification described the findings as major
deterioration since its last assessment in
October.

The latest report analysed a period from
April 1 to May 10 this year and gave projections
of the situation until the end of September,
according to a summary of its key findings,
reports Al Jazeera online.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian group Hamas
said yesterday it will release Israeli-American
hostage Edan Alexander from Gaza, although
Israel’s prime minister said there would be no
ceasefire and plans for an intensified military
campaign would continue.

Fighting will pause to allow for Alexander’s
safe passage, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said, and three Palestinians in Gaza
told Reuters early yesterday afternoon that
there had been calm since midday, with no

Israel preparing to step up
fighting while talks continue

J

sound of drones or warplanes.

Israel was told on Sunday of Hamas’ decision
to free the last surviving US hostage in Gaza as
a goodwill gesture to President Donald Trump.

The release, after four-way talks between
Hamas, the United States, Egypt and Qatar,
could open the way to freeing the remaining
59 hostages held in the Gaza Strip.

But Netanyahu said Israel had agreed only
to allow safe passage for Alexander, and its
forces would continue recently announced
preparations to step up operations there.

“Israel has not committed to a ceasefire of
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sheltering in a school housing displaced
families in Jabalia in the north of the enclave,
local health authorities said.

The Israeli military said it was looking into
the report.

On Sunday, Hamas said it had been talking
to the US and had agreed to release Alexander.
Arab mediators Qatar and Egypt called it an
encouraging step towards a return to ceasefire
talks.

Trump is due to visit Gulf states on a trip
that does not include a stop in Israel but special
envoy Steve Witkofl, who helped arrange the
release, was expected in Israel yesterday, (wo
Israeli officials said.

Alexander’s family thanked Trump and
WitkofT, saying in a statement that they hoped
the decision would open the way for the release
of the other remaining hostages.

Cops will no longer

FROM PAGE 1
the regular police.”
However, the adviser

clarified that rifles would still
be used by the relevant police
battalions.

“But in general operations,
there is no need for lethal
weapons.”

When asked whether the
decision on police arms was
already in effect, the adviser
said a formal resolution was
taken at yesterday’s meeting,
but implementation would
take some time.

“Such decisions don’t take
effect instantly—it will take
time to roll out.”

A committee, led by Khuda
Baksh Chowdhury, special
assistant to the chief adviser
on home affairs, has been
formed to examine police
use of firearms and related
issues, according to the home
adviser.

RESTRUCTURING OF RAB
Another key topic, namely the
matter of restructuring of the
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
was discussed in the meeting
attended by the heads of
all major law enforcement
agencies and several
government advisers.

“Most of the meeting’s
time was spent discussing
how Rab will be reorganised
- whether it will continue
under the same name, wear
the same uniform, or even
exist in its current form,” the
home adviser said.

To oversee the
restructuring, a committee
has been formed under
the leadership of Lt Gen
(retd) Abdul Hafiz, special
assistant o the chief adviser,
with several force chiefs as
members. The committee has
also been authorised to co-
opt other members if needed.

Mentionable, the Rab had
previously been accused of
violating human rights.

In 2021, the US imposed
sanctions on the Rab and six
former top officials of the
agency over reports of gross
human rights violations.

Two and a half months
ago, the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, in its [fact-finding
report on the July uprising,
recommended disbanding the
force, citing serious human
rights violations and abuses.

EX-PRESIDENT’S
DEPARTURE

Home boss Jahangir Alam
also addressed  questions
regarding the travel of former
president Abdul Hamid and
the alleged retention of his
diplomatic passport.

“An investigation
committee has been formed
o determine
retaining the passport was
legal. As a former president,
there are certain entitlements.
Whether anything beyond the
official protocol was provided
will be examined by the
committee.”

Jahangir added that no
conclusion has been reached
yet regarding the legality of
the passport retention. “That
will be determined through
the investigation.”

In response to a question
about the government’s drive
to recover illegal weapons,
the adviser said operations
are ongoing but expectations
have not been met. “We
haven’t recovered as many
weapons as we had hoped. |
can’t provide an exact number

at this moment.” eF ﬁﬁm e Wﬁiﬁ‘f’l
The meeting also Gt o5 Gefes cersiifa Efine
discussed workers’ arrears,

particularly in the garment
sector. The adviser said that
all eligible workers must be
paid their dues before Eid.

“Those who are owed wages
must be paid. However, if any
group takes to the streets with
illegitimate demands, they
will not be allowed to block
roads or occupy public spaces
under any circumstances.”

A specific deadline for
wage disbursement has been
set but was not disclosed
publicly.

Regarding  FEid  catte
markets, Jahangir said that
law enforcement agencies have
been instructed to ensure tight
security and prevent theft or
fraudulent activity.

“Fach catte market must
deploy at least 100 Ansar

members for security.”
The  Highway  Police
have been instructed to

ensure smooth travel for
holidaymakers. Unlike
previous years, when traflic
primarily flowed out of
Dhaka, this Eid will also see
cattle trucks returning to the
capital, increasing pressure
on roads.

AT

o b

Ai3ane B s Pasis
POWER GRID BANGLADESH PLC

(Aah Ersiaei iz of Bangladus Power Devaopor B

Grid Bhaban, Avenue-3, Jahurul Islam City, Aftabnagar, Badda, Dfiaka-1212

AMETF H38- 39.35.0000. 060 S o0k, 20,082

sl FBren frawfy, vl (dfed) wemy wewi® Faff¥s vaeta e-GP ¢ibis

Www.powergrd.govbd
wifidls o8foe/to%¢@s

#ife grare)
whether
D Package Title of Works Closing & Opening
| Date and Time
Supply of Light. MCCB, MCB & other
1099786 GMDDS: related _Aoceasories for different Grid
2024-2025/118 | Substations under GMD, Dhaka-South,
Power Grid. 20 May 2025
Cable Termination of Auto Transformer at 12:30
1104285 | GMDDS: at H.:asnahad 230132V Grid
2024-2025/19 | Substalion under GMD, Dhaka-South,
Power Grid.

e B AfSwre www.eprocure.gov.bd 3w a I FARTE SEHTrT T

ST A AT

(A1 CiTeifErers agae
A4S == (wswis) feawfe, oiet (wfies)

NAGTSH! LT ST

GBI T W DRTes csrseeites ey (w1e-¢): T 36
Tt fore, 535 92-98)4, (FU9-08, FF-0d
RS Taed, FEE-, RIS, &=, o0

www.dmtcl.gov.bd

AT T9A: 9¢.0¢ 0000 00D, 3, 00),30-0D8

GHAATN G G0 A1239-¢: A1 40

(T ITE= oA Giferss #He

FAACe WA oy WA ST O, BT TR & wenewy o ®) aerary wet e o Al Hoamr
Ty steteifiraet e o o Suter TAH GTSET Mi-e A 75 Frfiet wowT sre W T Sl
CETSACAE ATt (ME-¢): THI G5 SFTRR F1E 591 FOUTE| HFTER AWAS A (e ore Wik
i) AT EET WA bo (O sox¢ WA, AwEEE TR oo Wl e RoTy IEeET oifETET ww

HHATICAT FIHE A0 T A

b (9T S8oy TeT

T 3y (N ong ETH

farers Aotsar Rl

GD-1134

*IfETHT WS FAIGER I FRTAR e Tre Wiy ofy surmere oret el mearee et
A Do wrET FONTR | B AUATCE SRS HEE SN @ +fEee St oy B (99 TeWE WAy 4
TS T A 4 s w R e 9 e

< Frars A3 HOETY @ FRuie s St At wifam we v wnfire i

B ov-338890030
Email: pdmrtSnorthi@dmtcl. gov.bd




