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The Brahmaputra river erosion has 
severely affected four villages in 
Roumari upazila of Kurigram.

In the past two weeks, around 
120 homesteads and 200 bighas 
of arable land have been swept 
away. More than 500 homesteads, 
three educational institutions, 
four mosques, and two markets 
are under threat of erosion, said 
Char Shoulmari Union Parishad 
Chairman AKHM Saidur Rahman.

“I have contacted the Water 
Development Board authorities 
several times to take measures to 
prevent erosion, but we are not 
getting any results,” he alleged.

He said the affected villages are 
Sukherbati, Sonapur, Ghughumari, 
and Namajer char in Char Shoulmari 
union.

Noor Mandal, 65, a farmer 
from Ghughumari village, said 
his homestead and two bighas of 
cultivable land were devoured by the 
river erosion a week ago. “If sand-
filled geo-bags had been dumped in 
time, we would not have fallen victim 
to this erosion,” he said.

Akkas Ali, 60, a resident of 
Sukherbati village, and Meher Ali, 55, 
a daily wage labourer from Sonapur 
village, echoed him.

Quader Ali, 58, a farmer from 
Namajerchar, said like him, many 
had taken shelter on a road or at their 
relatives’ house after losing their 
homesteads to the erosion.

Contacted, Rakibul Hasan, 
executive engineer of the Water 

Development Board in Kurigram, 
said preparations were made in April 
to issue a tender for sand-filled geo-
bags to tackle the erosion in the four 
villages, but the tender could not be 
held as the necessary funds were not 
allocated. 

“We have informed the higher 
authorities about the situation and 
hope to receive the funds soon.,” he 
said.

Brahmaputra devours 120 
homesteads in Kurigram

Locals recall a time, around 
two decades ago, when large 

cargo boats would navigate its 
waters. Farmers relied on the 

river to irrigate their fields, and 
fishermen made a living from its 

rich aquatic life.

MINTU DESHWARA

Once the lifeblood of Habiganj’s 
Nabiganj upazila, the Hatimara river 
has all but vanished, leaving behind 
a legacy of lost livelihoods and 
environmental degradation.

The river is now replaced by 
croplands and narrow, stagnant 
canals.

Locals recall a time, around two 
decades ago, when large cargo boats 
would navigate its waters. Farmers 
relied on the river to irrigate their 
fields, and fishermen made a living 
from its rich aquatic life. 

Shadikur Rahman, 75, a resident 
of the area, said over time, the river 
became a vital artery for 10 to 15 
surrounding villages and two local 
markets. “Now there’s nothing left. 

No one would believe a river once 
flowed here,” he said.

Sony Ahmed Chowdhury, general 
secretary of Nabiganj Press Club, 
blamed encroachment, siltation, and 
negligence as key reasons behind the 
river’s death. 

The disappearance of the 
river has also brought ecological 
consequences. Without a natural 
waterway to carry monsoon runoff, 
residents of Aushkandi, Debpara, 
and Dighalbak unions suffer from 
frequent waterlogging and untimely 
flooding. 

“The water has nowhere to go 
during the rains. The land remains 
submerged,” said Shahin Mia, a 
resident of Debpara area.

Dinarpur College Principal Tanuj 
Roy stressed the need for public 

awareness and community effort to 
restore the river. “Dumping garbage 
into the riverbed continues even 
today, worsening the environmental 
damage,” he said.

Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary 
of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon in 
Habiganj, said the river’s length is 
five kilometres and it starts from the 
Sakha Borak river and ends at the 
Kushiyara.

Contacted, Ratul Banik, deputy 
assistant engineer of the Water 
Development Board in Habiganj, 
said the river is not among the list of 
44 rivers in Habiganj. 

However, if the locals submit any 
application for the restoration of 
this river, the matter will be reported 
to the higher authorities in detail, he 
added.

Once a river flowed here
Encroachment, negligence put Hatimara river on deathbed


