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Black smoke covers the Rajbandh area of Khulna’s Batiaghata as road repair activities continue using two burners
to heat stones, which are then mixed with bitumen. The uncontrolled emissions from the burners and mixing

machines are not only polluting the environment but also harming the local vegetation.
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more than double the
amount of the bill compared
to the work completed.
Following allegations
of corruption, the HED
launched an investigation
in 2012 and found the firm
guilty. On April 21 this
year, the Anti-Corruption
Commission’s  integrated
district office in Pirojpur
filed a case against four
people, including  the
contractor and HED officials.
In the meantime, in 2022,
the government initiated a
separate Tk 25 crore project
o construct a new six-storey
hospital building to upgrade
the complex to 50 beds,
along with four additional
buildings for doctors’ and
nurses’ dormitories.
Kohinoor Enterprise
was given the work order
but failed to complete the
construction  within  the
deadline, which expired
on July 24, 2022. The HED
subsequently cancelled the
work order.
The
challenged

contractor

the decision

in the High Court, which
issued a stay order on the
project until December last
year. The dispute remains
unresolved as the court has
yet to deliver a verdict.

“We hardly get any
necessary facilities at the
health complex. Therefore,

patients  with  critical
conditions are  being
compelled to travel to

Jhalakathi, and Barishal for
treatment,” said Rashedul
Islam Azmol, alocal resident.

Sabuj Sheikh, another
local, echoed his concerns.

Ishtiaqg Ahmed, upazila
health officer, said indoor
patients are the worst
sufferers due to space
constraints. An abandoned
building is being used to
provide emergency and
other services, which may
collapse at any time.

He said the matter has
already been brought to the
notice of higher authorities.

Tanzila Ferdousi,
executive engineer of HED
in Pirojpur, said they are
unable to take any steps
until the HC gives an order.

Tk 10.79¢r trauma
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During a recent visit, this
correspondent found
the  hospital  building

abandoned with  doors
closed for security. Due
to lack of maintenance,
the premises have become
dusty while many fittings
have deteriorated.

“We have already
submitted a proposal to
conduct necessary repairs
for Tk 25 lakh. Once funds

are allocated, we will carry
out the repairs and also
install a new transformer,”
Shahinur Islam said.

Md Abdur Rouf, officer-
in-charge of Hatikumrul
Highway Police Station,
said, “If the trauma centre
becomes operational,
accident  victims  will
receive emergency
treatment that may save
many lives.”

Long waits
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one of the two doctors
providing outdoor

services, said they are on
duty almost 48 hours at a
stretch. As the hospital is
located near the highway,
accident  victims are
brought there, he said.

Dr Abdullahel Maruf
Farooqui, upazila health,
said he was posted there a
month ago.

There are only six
doctors out of 20, including
three junior consultants

who only see special
patients, and one doing
desk work. As a result, only
two regular doctors attend
to general patients, one of
whom is on assignment
from another place.

Contacted, Dr Ratnadip
Biswas, civil surgeon of
Habiganj, said they have
informed the  higher
authorities about the crisis.

“Efforts  to  resolve
the overall manpower
shortages are ongoing,” he
said.
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