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have a moral responsibility 
to work for the 
rehabilitation and welfare 
of the poor who have been 
displaced and affected over 
time.” 

People affected by river 
erosion have no homes, 
no toilets, and no access 
to safe drinking water, he 
said. He stressed the need 
to build housing for them 
and said it would greatly 
improve their lives.

“If we can at least ensure 
proper education for 
their children and create 
employment opportunities, 
it will benefit them 
significantly,” he said.

KM Abdul Wadud, 
additional secretary of 
the Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Relief, 
hoped that the strategy and 
action plan will be reviewed 
once more by June.

Press freedom should not depend
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surrender their integrity, 
it damages the profession. 
We share the blame for this 
crisis,” he said.

Mahmudur urged media 
organisations to remain 
independent of political 
parties. 

Criticising the 
Newspaper Owners’ 
Association of Bangladesh 
and the Editors’ Council, he 
said these two organisations 
are elite bodies.

“Meanwhile, despite 
representing the majority, 
we are treated as outcasts,” 
he added.

He said as government 
employees are getting 10 
days off for Eid, journalists 
should get at least four. 
“Those working during 
holidays, especially online, 
deserve fair compensation,” 
he added.

Md Miah Hossain, 
member secretary of 
Journalist Community of 
Bangladesh, presented a 
16-point proposal for legal 
and institutional reforms 
to ensure press freedom, 
professional integrity, and 
journalist welfare.

The proposals include 
recognising media as 
a constitutional pillar, 
guaranteeing security for 
media professionals, and 
introducing a unified salary 
structure, among others.

Shamsul Huq Zahid, 
editor of The Financial 
Express, said, “We need a 
system where press freedom 
is protected by law, not 
dependent on political will.”

He also said no action 
has been taken based on the 
Media Reform Commission’s 
recommendations. “It’s been 
over a month. We hear 

promises of protective laws, 
but nothing concrete,” he 
added.

M Abdullah, managing 
director of the Journalists’ 
Welfare Trust, Md Shahidul 
Islam, president of the 
Dhaka Union of Journalists, 
DRU Joint Editor Didarul 
and senior journalist Asif 
Shawkat Kallol also spoke 
at the event.

The event was moderated 
by DRU General Secretary 
Mainul Hasan Sohel.
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shortcomings in national 
leadership, he said, 
“Unfortunately, not all of 
our great leaders had the 
strategic acumen. In case 
of difficulty, they couldn’t 
deliver, and that has caused 
huge [losses].”

According to Inter-
Services Public Relations 
(ISPR), the army 
chief highlighted the 
importance of dynamic, 
reform-minded leadership 
in nation-building, 
urging leaders to push for 
efficiency and inclusivity.

He praised the 
Capstone Course for its 
peer-to-peer learning 
approach. 

He suggested expanding 

participation to include 
more officials from 
different ministries, 
saying this would improve 
collective understanding 
and policy outcomes.

General Waker 
also emphasised the 
importance of ensuring 
that recommendations 
from such platforms 
reach the government. 
“We have many think 
tanks, but I’m not sure 
their recommendations 
are being received by the 
government. We must find 
ways to make that happen,” 
he said.

Lt Gen Mohammad 
Shaheenul Haque, 
commandant of NDC, also 
spoke.

Reduce corporate tax to 10% for newspapers
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NOAB President AK Azad 
said over the last 12 to 13 
years, both newspaper 
circulation and the 
advertising market for print 
newspapers have declined.

He pointed out that 
although the industry is 
essentially a service sector, 
it faces a corporate tax rate 

of 27.5 percent.
He proposed reducing 

the corporate tax to 10 
percent for the newspaper 
sector.

AK Azad also stressed 
the need to restructure the 
wage board and suggested 
forming it through a search 
committee.

Prothom Alo Editor 

Matiur Rahman said 
the Media Reform 
Commission’s report 
is well-prepared and 
called for the prompt 
implementation of its 
feasible recommendations. 

The current government 
is not threatening the 
press, he added.

During the meeting, 

NOAB proposed the 
formation of a permanent 
Media Commission.

The Daily Star Editor 
Mahfuz Anam, Dainik 
Sangbad Editor Altamash 
Kabir, The Financial Express 
Editor Shamsul Huq Zahid, 
and Dainik Karatoa Editor 
Mozammel Hoque also 
joined the discussion.

Tangail embankment
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They said frequent 
movement of these 
trucks on the earth-filled 
embankment is also causing 
severe dust pollution.

The villagers, however, 
said they do not dare 
protest the illegal activity 
as the syndicate is powerful 
and many of its members 
have political backing.

None of the alleged 
earth traders could be 
reached for comment.

Asked about the matter, 
Matiur Rahman, executive 
engineer of the WDB in 
Tangail, said they had 
not granted permission 
to anyone for extracting 
soil from the river or for 
movement of trucks on the 

embankment.
He said WDB officials 

had participated in several 
drives carried out by 
the local administration 
against the illegal activities.

Contacted, Kalihati 
UNO Khairul Islam said to 
avoid daytime raids, the 
earth traders have changed 
tactics and now operate 
mostly at night. 

“However, we are 
conducting raids at night 
as well,” he said.

“The assistant 
commissioner (land) also 
conducted a drive recently 
and fined an earth trader 
Tk 2 lakh and seized an 
earth-carrying truck. Such 
drives will continue,” he 
added.

A worker splashes 
water on his face to 
get some relief from 
the summer heat. From 
morning till evening, 
workers like him toil 
away mixing bitumen 
and stone to repair 
roads. This photo was 
taken yesterday in 
Khulna’s Batiaghata 
area.
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