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The footpath from Rajshahi Rail Gate to Bhadra has been entirely occupied. It is now taken over by various types
of vendors who are running their businesses there. As a result, pedestrians are forced to walk on the road. The
photo was taken yesterday.
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Govt to scrap Tk 5,651cr haor road project
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and review existing projects
before launching new ones.
Talking  about  the
high cost of different
development projects,
he said a committee
comprising representatives
from different agencies will
be formed to assess project
COSLS.
Moinuddin stressed that

no future project would be
approved without securing
the necessary land first, as
land acquisition remains
a key challenge in project
implementation.

On the long-delayed
bus route rationalisation
initiative, he said the project
will be launched soon.

“Now that there’s no
political government

Tarique, NCP call for

at this moment, there’s
no political pressure in
implementing the project.
This is the right time to
move forward,” he said.
Moinuddin also said a
pilot project is underway
to install a traffic signalling
system from the High
Court intersection to the
Airport to ease congestion.
As part of the plan,

trained students will be
deployed to help manage
traffic, ensuring vehicles
follow signals properly and
stop at designated points.

Regarding  battery-run
autorickshaws, he said the
LGRD Ministry is preparing
a guideline. Once finalised,
these vehicles will be
allowed only on designated
roads.

restraint amid

IAB opposes gender quota
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the posts of prime minister,
Speaker, and party chief.
They also supported a two-
term limit for the prime
minister.

The party favoured an
election-time  government
o oversee national
polls after parliament’s
dissolution, rather than a
caretaker system.

They stressed completing
all local government polls
before national elections
and opposed any quota
system for parliamentary
seats, saying parties should
freely choose nominees.

The party called for
a judiciary independent
from the executive with a
separate secretariat and
proposed forming separate
Shariah courts at all levels
to handle Muslim personal
laws, overseen by qualified
Islamic scholars.

They also recommended
clear regulations on
presidential pardons.

Farlier in the day, the
consensus commission held
a meeting with Nagorik

Oikya.
The party expressed
FROM PAGE 3

The Daily Star that “very
soon” meant within this
month.

On April 20, ICT Chief
Prosecutor Tajul Islam had
said the probe report would
likely be submitted by the
following week. However,
the investigation agency
failed to submit the report

support for the proposal
that any party receiving
at least 1 percent of the
national vote should be
entitled to a seat in the
upper house. It opposed
the proposal of requiring
a 3 percent minimum vote
threshold for upper-house
representation.

The six-member Nagorik
Oikya  delegation  was
led by General Secretary
Shahidullah Kaiser.

Nagorik ~ Oikya  has
agreed to 118 out of the
166 recommendations
made by the five reform
commissions.

After the meeting,
Shahidullah Kaiser said,
“Although we still disagree
on 38 issues, many points
have been resolved. We are
also partially in agreement
on 10 other proposals.”

The party voiced
disagreement  with  the
proposal to allocate 50
percent of the 100 upper-
house seats to civil society
and the rest to political
parties in a bicameral
parliament.

Explaining their position,
the party’s Organising

Secretary Sakib Anwar said,
“Since nominations would
come through political
parties, reserving  half
the seats for civil society
members could undermine
their independence.
Members of civil society
might feel compelled to
align with political parties
to receive nominations. We
want a strong, independent
civil society in Bangladesh.”

Regarding Article 70 of
the constitution, Anwar
said, “We believe MPs
should vote independently
on confidence motions and
budget bills, while party
discipline can apply to other
matters.”

In his opening remarks,
NCC Vice-Chair Prof Ali
Riaz expressed hope that

political ~ parties  would
come to an agreement
on fundamental issues
through dialogue.

Prof Riaz noted that
the commission’s role is to
help formulate a National
Charter. “This is not the
commission’s responsibility
alone -- it is a shared duty
entrusted to us by the
people,” he said.

report by this month

prosecution, three cases
have been filed against

Hasina with the ICT,
while over a hundred
complaints have been

submitted to the Chief
Prosecutor’s Office.

One case names Hasina
and former IGP Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun for
direct involvement in

over the Kkillings during
the Hefazat-e-Islam rally at
Shapla Chattar in Motijheel
in 2013.

Meanwhile, the ICT
yesterday  allowed  its
investigation agency to
again interrogate three
former  senior  police
officials in connection with
another case regarding the

HC verdict on
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and several injured.

On June 23, 2014 a
Dhaka court sentenced
Mufti Abdul Hannan, Akbar
Hossain alias Helaluddin,
Mohammad Tajuddin, Hafez
Jahangir Alam Badar, Abu
Bakar alias Selim Hawlader,
Mufti Shafiqur Rahman,
Mufti Abdul Hye, and Arif
Hasan Suman to death.

Abu Taher, Sabbir alias
Abdul Hannan, Yahiya,
Shawkat Osman, Abdur
Rouf, and Shahadat Ullah
were sentenced to life in

prison.
Abdul Hannan was
executed on  April 13,

2017 at Kashimpur High
Security Prison.

Hannan was executed
for carrying out a grenade
attack on the then British
high commissioner Anwar
Choudhury in Sylhet on
May 21, 2004. Some other
accused in that case are
absconding.

Reinstate us

FROM PAGE 3

demands. Despite repeated
appeals over the last nine
months, no action has been
taken, they said.

The dismissed personnel
cited the example of recently
reinstated police officers
who had also lost their jobs
under the previous regime.

“Many of wus were
wrongfully accused based
on fabricated allegations
and are now living in
dire conditions with our
families,” said Ali Raza, a
former sergeant at the air
force. “We were trained to
serve the country, we just
want the opportunity to do
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